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, T O T H E 

RIGHT HONOUJIABLE 

GEORGE 

Lord Vifcount Lanfdovitt. 
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My Lord, 

HE following Papers 









contain an Account 

« 

of Mea Eminent in 
different Ages, for adorn- 

A 3 ing 



ii The: Dedication, 

9 

ing their Native Language 
with the Charms of Poe- 
try, and who now appear 
in a Body before Your 
Lordfhip, as One who can 
beft diftinguifli their fe- 
veral Claims and Merits. 
They come to You both as 
to their Patron and their 
Judge, as well to Proted 
their Names with the ge- 
nerous Spirit of an EngUJI} 
Nobleman , as to Deter- 
mine their Shares of that 
Reverfionary Fame they 
expected from their Wri- 
tings, by one unqueftiona- 

hie 
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ble,Te0rX^c Pleafing an 
Author pf Your Tafteiand 
Genius. 

made to. look with Joy on 
the Heroes of his Family, 
who were to pafs into the 
World, and do Honour to 
his Name; Your Lordfhip, 
from this backward View 
of .. Your PredecefTors in 
Poetry, may receive a Plea- 
fure pf another kind: The 
Line -of Rome began with 
Him, the Line of Drama- 

A 4 tick 
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tick : Poets is crbwii'd and 
compleated in Tou: - - 

This alone, my Lord, will 
juftify me to the World, 
in imploring Your Patro- 
nage for a Work of this 
Nature. For whofe Name 
could I fo properly prefix 
to this Performance, as the 
only NoblemarPy now living, 
a Dramatick Poet ? - Your 
Ijordjhifs Reputation in 
that Way we may now rec- 
kon Standard, fince it has 
receivd the Applaufes of 

the 
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The Liedication. V 

the greateft Wits: of the 
laft Age : Thus while You 
enjoy the Praifes of the 
befl Dead Authors, You 
are above the Cenfure and 
Envy of the Living j for 
he who dares appeal from 
Mr. Waller and Mr. Dryden, 
muft firfl Diminifh their 
Fame before he can Injure 
Your Lordpip*s. 

e 

: Your Lordfhip, I am fure, 
is as unwilling I fhould, as 
I know my felf unable to 
attempt your Charader. 

This 
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This however I . will veri-; 
ture to fay farther, that 
all who know You by 
Your Works admire You, 
and thofe who are ac- 
quainted with You only 
in them, know the lead of 
my Lord Lansdown. 

Permit me, my Lord, a- 
mong the reft of Your Ad- 
mirers, whom Fortune has 
thrown at a Diftance from 
Your Quality, to wifli You 
the Continuance of the Ef- 
teem and Goodwill of Man- 
kind, 
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kind, that Natural Tribute 
which honeft Minds pay 
to Virtue, and which alone 
is worthy the Acceptance 
of the Virtuous. I am. 



My Lord, 
Your Lordfliip's 
Mod Obedient, and 
Mod Devoted 
Humble Servant, 



Gj^JHe^ 
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PREFACE- 

A M now to- acquaint the 
Reader what A(fiftanccs I 
have received: towards .the 







Compicating and Finifhing this Ac> 
count of our Englifi Dramatick 
Poets.- 

The Foundation of the Work is 
owing to Mr. Langhainy who was 
the firft that brought thcfc Memoirs 
into any tolerable Form j and as he 
was Mafter of a great deal of Learn- 
ing and much Curiofity, his Work 
was received with a general Applaufe. 

How- 



,i PREFACE. 

However he had his Faults, and from 
particular Prejudices has bore a little 
too fevercly upon fome of our bed 
P o E T s J he is a little too fanciful 
in -his ' Cpnje^hires , ^frbm whence 
Authors drew their 'P lots, and 
having read much himfclf, imagined 
tthat every one elfc had done fo 
Itoo. What occafional Ufe I have 
utnadc of hini, I always freely ac- 
knowledge. 
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Befide thefe, I rccciv'd great Helps 
ftom private Hands, and have had 
itlie Opportunity of perufing a great 
:many. old Catalogues of J^ l ay Sy 
;which they never faw ; one of thclc 
was continued with great Care and 
.Diligence, and communicated to nic 
by a Friend. 



As 



preface: 

•<■. ••■: ■ 'i . '- ■ •'' •■ ■■•' • • 

As tp the Accounts of thc-Lhw^ 
A u t K OR s, moft of jiicin ^mj: 
frpm their own Hands, excepting 
(lich Parts as relate to the Fame of 
their Writings, where 1 thought my 
fclf at liberty t9 give fuch Charadcrs 
of Praife or - Difpraife, as the bcft 
Judges before me had rpafs*d upon 
their Performances. 

- • ^ • • • •' • • r ' • • • ■ . - * - ■ [^ 

1 am in particular obliged to Mr. 
CoNGREVE for his free and early Com^ 
munication of what relates to himfclf^ 
as well as his kind Dire<5tions for the 
Compofing of this Work. I have 
tried to follow his Advice, and been 
yery fparing in my Reflcdbions on the 
Merits of Writers, whiclj is indeed 
nothing but anticipating the Judg- 
ment of the Reader, and who after 

all 
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all will judge for himfclf. I forbear 
to mention the Names of other Gen- 
tlemen, who have tranfmitted their 
rAccounts to me, hoping a general 
Acknowledgment will be fufficienr. • 

In a Work of t\\\i Nature there 
muft be fomc Imperfcdlions as well as 
Omiflions, which I fliall take a great 
pleafure in corre<5bing upon better 
Information, and which I promifc the * 
World to do in a Supplement to 
this Treatife, when Occafion fhall re- 
quire it. 
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Lives i^;;// Characters 
: (jfr/j^^^EnglifliDRAMATicK, 

. f OETS. 

'^- '. ■ , A. 

Joseph Addison, Efcp / 

HIS fhining Ornament of Literature^ 
is the Son of the Reverend and Lear- 
ned Dodor Lancelot Addisok^ 
late Dean of Litchfield. He was early 
plac'd to the Chayter-houfe School, 
from whence he was remov'd to St, Mary Alugdaleiis 
College, Oxford, for the finiflxing of his Education. 

B Mr. 




A 



¥ , Lives and Charaftcrs of the 

JAx.Aidifin was 'firft .known to the World ty the 
Excellency of his Lntin Poetry, which He de4icatcd 
to that great Patron and Encoiirager of polite^ Lpar; 
ning, the late EarJ of * Halifax. His hrft Attempt 
in EngUJb Verfe, of a publick nature, was a Pom 
I to bis Mayfly King IViUiam HI. frefenttd to the Lor4 

• Kcejfer Somers^ in the Year i6py. An'd Iiis Lordfhipi 
out of a due regard to Mr,. Addifon's great Mcrit^ 

* procur*d him a confidcrabie Penfion &om the King; 
to enable him to Travel into Itafy, and other polite 
Parts of the World, for the polifliing of his Talents, 
and refining of his Literature, Tliis qijalified Mr. 
jiddifott^ 10 knc his Country in fcveral eminent 
Employments, for he fuccecded Mr. Locle as one of 
the Cooiniiffioncrs o( appeals in the Excifi^ was,Uridcr 
Secretary to Two Secretaries of State ; and Secre- 
tary of State in />W/j/;^underTwo Lords Lieutenants. 
Upon the Death of the late Qt^een he was made 
Secretary to the Regency i and lince his Maj'cftiejs 
Acceffion to the Throne, he was one of tht' Lords 
Commiflioncrs of *frade^ from whence he was ad- 
vanced to be One of his Majcfty's Principal S;:creta- 
ries of State. » • ^ 

To pafs by Encomiums on the perfonal Merit of 
this great and modeft Man ; I proceed to hi? Ta- 
lents. In the Writings of Mr. Addifon there appears 
an uncommon Beauty; an Elegance of Style; an 
Improvement of Diftion ; z Strength of Realbn ; an 
Excellency of Wit ; and a Noblcncfs and Sublimity 
of Thought, equaird by tew, if any of our Modern 
Poets, 

. IJefidcs his excellent Compofurcs of Latin and 
EngUji Poetry, his Cnticifms upon Milton^ and the 
large Iharc he had in the 'tatkr^ Spectator and Guar^ 

dian^ 



* Muix Angiiconx, Vol* £• 



Ehglifli DRAMAtifcK Pozis. \ 

SifM^ he has honour^ the Stage wuh two Dramatick 
Prodnftions m a diftcrcnt way. 

L Rosamond; an Opera, performed at the 
Qiicen's Theatre in the 'Ifay-Markett ijot. In- 
fcrib'd to her Grace the Dntchefs o( MarlbureUgh. 
^Tis obfervM that this Opera, for the Beauty of 
its Diftion, exceeds any EngUjb Performance ot the 
Kind ; but being very ill fee to Miifick, it had not 
the Siicccfs due to its Merit. 

ILCato J a Tragedy, aded at the Theatre Royal, 
in Drury-lMte I'jii. This Play wasafted with the 
greatcft Approbation of any that has been reprcfen- 
tcd on the • Theatre, in this or any preceding Age i 
yet did not its Succcft exceed its Dcferts. The ftre^ 
tenders to Criticifm charge Mr, Addifou with an 
Extravagancy of Zeal in the Caufe of Ubeny ; and 
an Irregularity of Drama in not bringing Cato on the 
Stage till the middle of the Second Atl. 

Thcfc arc Mr; Addifons Dramatick Performance^; 
' and the Beauties of the former are finely exprefs'd 
in the following Lines, by Mn 7/fitri7. 

No Charms dn wanting to thy artful Song^ 
Soft as CovcUiy and m Virgil Strong. 
Prom IVordsfofueety new Grace the Notes rediw^ 
Attd hUfic borrows Helfs^ Jbe snd to give. . . 

/ ll^o reads thy M^orkyJhaBouTittjefwe^tStirfritJf 
. And view thy Rofamond with Henry 'j E)es. 

\. As for the latter,! think it modeftlv recommendedl 
by the fame Gentleman, in a Copy ot Verfcs writtea 
to Mr. Addifon from Queens College^ Oxom 

ithy Oxford fmiles thii gloricm IVork to fee^ 
And fondly triumphs in a Son likithee^ 

B a ih 

;: 
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"The Senates^ Confuls^ md the Gods of Romc^ 
Lihe old Acquaintance at t/jeir native Home^ 
JnT'hceuefiiidieacb Deed^ each IFord exp)'eflf 
And evr) T* hough thatfv:elfd a Roman Breaft. ) 
We trace each Hint, thtU could thy Stul infpire. 
With VivgiVs jfudgment, anduith LucanV Ftrei 
We know thy Worth, an d ■ ■ give m leave to hoafl, 
M^e mcft admire, becaufe uv knovj thee ntoJL 

. Fur gentle Ifis claims the Ivy Crown, 
'■ To bind th' immortal Brows of Addifun. 

Garth. 

William Alexander^ 

Earl of Sterling. 

A Nobleman of Scotland, who U'vld in the 
Reign of King James I. He, was very much . 
in Favour with his Soveraign ; and by his Writings 
he has fliew'd Pofterity that he had a juft Right to 
it; tho' his Plays may be rather tcrm'd Hiftorical 
Dialogues, than Dramatick Performances. 

My Lord fcems often to have a peculiar Fancy to 
Punning ; but this was more the Vice of the Age, 
than of the Poet ; and an Objeftion to his Verfc 
is their being alternate, like the Quartains of the 
French Poet Pil^rach; and Sir WtUiam Dnvenanis 
Gondiberty which mcafure of Vcrfc is found fault 
with. To (hew that this Nobleman fometimcs 
wrote in a very good Strain, I give you the follow-^ 
ing Lines. 

Love is a Joy, which upon Pain depends ; 

A Dnp of Sweet drown d in a Sea of Sowres : 
Jf/Jjat Folly does begin, that Fury ends ; 

T'hey hate for Ever, who have lovdfor Hours. 
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In my Lord's Retreathns rf the Mufet^ printed in 
the Year 1^37, and Dedicated to Kingjames^ arc 
four Plays, td which he gives the general Deno- 
mination ot* Monarchick Tragedies ; they are the Alexr 
andrian Tragedy, Croc/my Darim, and Julm Cafitr. 

I. Tlie Alexandrian Tragedy. This Play is built 
upon the differences about the SuccefHon, that arofc 
between Alexanders Captains after his Dcccafc, tXc. 
and is far from being after the Model of the Ancients, 
as Mr. Langbain will have it ; but he has borrowed 
very freely their Thoughts, many times tranllating 
whole Speeches from Seneca^ ^>Vf/A and others. In 
this Play the Author fecms to miltake the very Eflcncc 
of the Drama, which confifts in Adion; for there is 
fcarce one Aftion performed in view of tlic Audience, 
but fcvcral Pcrfons come in and relate Adventures 
performed by themfclvcs or others. The two firft 
Afts are entirely foreign to the Bufinefs of the Play ; 
but upon the whole it muft be allowed that my Lord 
was a very good Hiftorian, and from his Plays the 
Reader may gather a great deal of the Aflairs of 
Greece and Rome. For the Plot of this Play, conluSt 
QuintmCurtiMy and the Thirteenth Book of Jnjiin^ 
Diodorm Siculm^ /. 1 8. Ornftti^ /. 3 . <:• 2 1 . Jofeplm^ /. 1 2 . 
c. I. Raleigh* s Hi ft. /, 4. c, 3, iScc. 

II. Croesus; a Tragedy, the mod moving Play 
of the Four. It is chiefly borrowed from Heiodotmt 
lib. I. Clio, ^uftin^ I. i. c. 7. Plutarcl/s Life of Sokn^ 

' SiliiWy Tornrel. In the Fifth Aft there is an Epifodc 
of Abradates^ and PantbaUj wjiich the Author has 
taken from Zcnophons Cyropaideia : eg*. The Life ami 
Edticatim of Cyrus, lib. 7. The Ingenious Scudery 
has likewife built upon this Foundation in his di- 
vf^j;ng Romance, called Grand Cyrus, f. ^.b* i. 

B3 III. Da- 
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IlL Darius; a Tragedy. This was his Lor4r 
ihip's firft Dramatick Pcribrmance,. it being Printed 
at Edinburgh^ in the Year i dog . It was at firft com- 
posed of a mixture of EngUjb and Sgoich Dialeft ; 
jind even then was commended by fcveral Copies of ^ 
Verfes, But the Author has fincc not only polifli'd' 
his Native Language, but akcrd the Play itfclf. 
As to the Plot^ confult Qtiimus Cunius^ lib. 3, 4, & 
5. Jnfiitt^ /. II. c. 5, &c. Dioilorus^ L 17. Atrian^ de 
£xpeditme Akxandri, I. 2. Plutarch's Life of Alexander^ 
Salidn^h. M. 271 p, &c. 

IV., Julius Cx,s\Ki a Tragedy* In the 
Fifch A& of this Play, my Lord brings Brutus^ 
Cajjius, Ciceroy A^^thony, Sec. together after the Death 
of C^fay, almoft in the fame Circumftanccs as Shake- 
fpear has done in his Play of this Name. But 
Sbakeff ear's Attthony and Brutus ravifh you, whilCf 
my Lord's Brutus^ Cicero and Anthony incline you to 
flecp. This is much the moft regular qf all my 
Lord*s Plays, at leaft, in the Unity of Action : 
But after the Death of Cafar it is unncceflary to 
hear of the Confcquence of it, either in the Grief 
of Calphurmay or the Faftions of the Noblemen. 
and Commons. The Story of this Play may be 
found in the Rcfnan Hiftories, 'Plutarch and Suetoniiis. 
in the Life q( Cjefar, Appian de Beffis Civilibus, lib. 2. 
FlorusjlU\ 4. f. 2. Snlian^ Torniel, &c. 
' My Lord is very Sententious in his Dramatick 
Performances; and his Style, as he owns himfclf, 
. pot pure, for which he pleads his Country. ' 



Mr. 
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11. Henry the Seamd, vnth the Death cf Rosa* 
mond; a Tragedy, Aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 
1 691* This Play has not the Author's Name pre- 
fixed to it ; and whatever Fate his other Play^ 
had, this met with good Succefs, and may claim. 
a Place with fcveral celebrated Tragedies of this 
Age. For the Plot confult Daniel^ St(nv, Sj^eed, £a^^ 
kery and other EngHJIj Chronicles. 

^Mr. John Banks. 

THIS Gentleman was originally a Member of 
the Society of New Inn. His Genius led 
him to make fcveral Attempts in Dramatick Poetry, 
with different Succefs ; but when he had the great- 
eft Encouragement, he was very fcnfible of his Er- 
ror in quitting; the more profitable Praftice of thp 
Law, to pursue the Entertainments of the Stage ;' 
the' he is thus far to be excused, that he afpir'd af- 
ter the Bays in the Golden Age of Poetry in the Reigti 
of King Charles the S^'cond. His Genius lay whol- 
ly to Tragedy : His Language is not the beft, and 
his Epifodcs fliew, that he never much ftudied Ari* 
ftotle ; but in two of his Performances he has gain*d 
the true End of Tragedy, the moving Terror and 
Pity ; which fome, more celebrated Authors, arc 
deficient in. He has S^vcn Plays in Print, which I 
jnfert in their Order of Time- 

I. The Rival Kings y or T'he Loves ofO roondates 
/z;7rf Statira ; a Tragedy written in HcroicU 
Vcrfe, and Afted at the Theatre Royal, 1677^ 
This Play is Dedicated to the Lady Catharine Her-* 
hrt; and is chiefly founded oh the Romance of 
Ci/fandi-a : As to what relates to Alexander^ fee 



Q^iintm Cnrtitn and 7///?/i^f 
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n. Uthc Drflrunidn of Troy ; a Tragedy, Aficd at 
his Royal Highncfs the Duke of Krit'sTlicatrc, 1579. 
and Dedicated to the Right Honourable the Lady 
Catharine lioos. This Play met with but indifferent 
Succcfs on the Stage^ For the Story confult Homcr^ 
Plrgilf Dares P&rjfjm, &c. 

in. Ftrtue Betra/d^ or A N N A ^ u l l e n ; a Tra-* 
gcdy, Adcd at the Dii!;c*s Theatre, 1^82, and Dc-* 
clicated to the Illuflrious Princcfs Elizabeth, Dutchcf* 
of Stmerftt. In this Play and the Enrl of EJfex the 
Author has had the good Fortune to plcafc the Fair 
Sex. Tiie Plot is taken from a Book calKd, The^ 
Woi^eh of Elizabeth, Qiieen of England, &c. speed's 
ChrotJ. Hetbeity Du Chifne^ Up. Btirncu H'flvry of the 
Reform. &C. 
' IV. the Uihafpy favourite, or The Earl of EJfex ;, 
a Tragedy, Aftcd'at the Theatre Royal, 1682, De- 
dicated to the mofl High and moft Illuflrious Prin^. 
ccfs, the Lady -^//w, (the lace Qiieen) Daughter to. 
his Royal Highncfs. ^ This Play was Afted witli 
great Applaulc, and is fo moving, particularly the 
Scene ol the parting of the Earl of EJfex and his 
Dear Friend; that whenever it is rcprcfented, the 
Fair Sex have fomc Difficulty to refrain from Tears, 
The Prologue and Epilogue were written by Mr. 
Dr^den : And the Play is founded on The Secret: 
Uijliry of the mcjl Reuvawd Qj^ecn Elizabeth, and the: 
Enrl of Elfcx ; Camden s Eltz^abeth, Speed, Du Chfue^ 
Stou\ Baker, &c. There are Two French Plays on 
this Subjeft. 

V. The IJland Queens, or The Death of Ma ky 
Qiicen of Scotland ; ' a Tragedy, " piiblifh'd in the 
\car U)84. This Play had the ill Fortune to be, 
denied the Juflice of appearing op the Stage ; for 
which' Rcalbn it wais publiflied by the Author, iri 
Defence of himfclf and the Piece.' The Story is' 
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taken from Buchanan, S^eed^ Camden, Du.Chefnc^ 
prantomx Memoirs, Caujin s Holy Court, &C; 

VL T'he Inmcatt Vfurfer, or Tl)e De^b of the Ladj 
Jane Gray ; a Tragedy, • printed i tf 5^4. • This 
Play was likcwifc prohibited the Stage on accountof 
feme miflakcn Ccnfurcs, and groundlefs Infinuations, 
that it rcflc:£ted on the Government. In his Dedi- 
cation there is a Defence fetting forth its being 
writ Ten Years before ; fo that it could dcHgn no 
Rcflcftion on the then prefent Government Ancf 
as a certain Author has obferv'd, his Defence Teems 
rcafonablc ; and I tliink him as much in the right 
when he tells us, that this Tragedy is inferior to 
none of his former. Mr. RoKe has written a Tra- 
gedy likcwife on this Subjeft, which has met wirl\ 
,vcry great Succefs ; but the Story does not feem 
to be fo exaftly purfued by him, as by Mr. Banh] , 
tho* his Language is abundantly more beautiful. 
The Story you may find in our Chronicles. 
><VII. Cyrus the Great i a Tragedy, Afted at 
the New Theatre in Lincoln^ Inn fields, and Dedi- 
cated to her Royal Highnefs, the Princefs Ai:ne of 
i)emnark, 1696. This Play was alfo refusM Adiiift 
at Hrft, but afterwards it came on, and met wiiU 
very good Succefs. The Plot is taken out of &«• 
derys Romance of Grand Cyrus ; and for the true Sto-* 
iy of Cmis you niay cojifult H^rodotm^^nflin, &c. ; 

fY7 ;>^OCOC:>QQCDQQCSOQQO S OGGGSKX)C:)C ^^ 

Mr. Barker. ' *• 

1 Know nothing farther of this Author, than 
that' he prefcntcd the World with the following" 
Comedies. ''* ' ^ 

' I. "The Beau Defeated^ or T'he Lucky Younger Brother. 
II. Fidelia ^^iid FoaiuNATus. 
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2\dr. Barnabt Barnes/ 

TAN Author, who liv'd in the Time of King 
jfx. y^^^^ 1. He wrote one Play call'd, 

Tie PniTs Charter ; a Tragedy, playM before 
tbc King, 1607. This Tragedy lecms to be writ- 
ten in Imitation of Shahfpears old Play, call'd Pe- 
KicLES, Prince cf Tyre ; which gives an Account 
of the Life and Death of Pope Alepiattder the Vlth : 
For asSbakefpcar raiTcs Gower, an old Efts^fijh Bard, 
for his Introdudor in that PJay ; fo this Author re- 
vives Cuicciardine for the fame purpofe. And in the 
laft Age, as well as the prcfcnt Times, the Poets 
frequently introduc'd dumb Reprcfcntations, which 
were very taking with the Spectators. 

Robert Baron, £j(p 

THIS was a Young Gentleman, who livM in 
the Reign of King Charles L and the Inter- 
regnum of Oliver. He was firft bred at Cambridge^ 
and afterwards was a Member of the Honourable 
Society of Grays-Lm. He wrote Three Dramatic!; 
Pieces. 

I- Deortm Dona ; a Mafque, perform^ before the 
King and Queen of Cypruu It is part of a Ro- 
mance written by the Author, call'd T'he Cypriait 
jicadany^ pvintcd zt Ltmion, i6^y. And Mr, Z^w?- 
fain tells us, that pare of this Piece is borrowed 
irom Mr. IVaUers Poem to the Kii:g on the Navy. 

11. Gripus and Hecio, or Tl)e Paffimate Lovers ; 
a PafwCral, confiAing of Three A^ts only, and bor- 
rowed 
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row'4 a great Part, from WaUe/s Poems, ff^ 
fte/s Dutchefs of MaJfy^ and the afbrerai<ji Ro- 
mance. The Author was but Seventeen Years of 
Age, when he composed that Romance. 

lU* M I R z A ; a Tragedy, aftcd in Perfia in the 
laft Age. This Tragedy was printed at Lonim^ 
and Dedicated to the King. It was accounted by 
his Friends a good Play, and recommended by thea 
'to the World by fcvcral Copies of Verfes. The 
Plot is taken from Herbert's Travels, and for moft 
of the Scenes and Language he (cems to have con* 
fulted Ben. Jo/mfons Catalme. Sir John Denham wrote 
his Play cali'd Tlje Scj>hj on the fame Subjeft, an4 
about the fame time. 

Mr. Francis Beaumont. 
See Fletcher. 

Afr. LODOW ICK B ARRE Y. . 

AN Author who li/d in the Reign of King 
James 1. He wrote only one Play, call'd. 
Ram- Alley, or Merry Tricks; a Comedy, AAcdbj 
the Children of the King's Revels, and printed in 
the Year 1611. The Plot of mil SmalljhmkiS dc- 
coying the Widow Taffeta^ is an Incident in KUii^ 
^reit/u Parfofu tVedding. 



(JI}U 
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CafU Wit L I AK ^Ti p L o E. ; 

THIS Gentleman, rcm?!.k;»h!c.{bv^»$ Evidence 
on theDifcovery of u*.* Pcpiiu '^ lot, left \y^ 
hind him a Ray, cairJ, 

' *fhe Exwnmunkated Prince^ or Tl)€ Falfe Relid'i 
printed 1^79. The Town wou^d have this to be the 
Popifh Plot in a Play, tho* he writ an Epiftle to 
aiTure the Reader tlie contrary. This Play was 
•written in Two Months, and the Plot is taken out 
of Heylins Cofmografhy, . 



^Mrs. A FR A B E UN. 

MRs. B E H N was born in the City of Camera 
bury I her Maiden Name Johujon j and (he 
was no Icfs admirM in her Youth for her Beauty, 
than in her riper Years for Poetical Performances, 
in which flie excell'd all of her own Sex in the 
Age (he liv'd, and exceeded many of her Contem- 
porary Poets of the other. She had a great Facility 
m Writing; moll of her Comedies had the good 
Fortune to plcafe; and tho' (he borrowed very much 
from the French Poets, and her own Countrymen, 
yet it proceeded rather from Hafte, than want of a 
^rightly Wit of her own. She had a ftrong Natural 
Genius, which (hew'd itfclf in every Thing (he writ; 
and (he was rot only eminent for her Theatrical 
Performances, but alfofor feveral other Pieces, both 
in Verfe and Profc. Her Plays are Seventeen iit 
Numbcr- 
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Iv A B D EI; A z ? K, or Tlje Mo9r\ lUvengi^ a Tra- 
gcUy^ Aftcdat the Duke of rpy*> Theatre; i6ju 
Tliis, is only an Improvement ,. of Marlu^ Jjufi$ 
Dminion^ 6x\Th^LafcivUus QiiCM. , ^ _ ; - /, . 

IL Amorous Prince^ or 'TVj^ Onhh Hmlfand; 4 
Comedy, A^cd at the Duke's .Theatre, 1^71- The 
Plot of Antonio \sisl\-^q\\ from thc^cory of the Curi- 
ous Impertinent in Den Quh:ot, Pan IK Chap. 6, 7, 8. 

III. Fore d Marriage, or Tfje Jealous BriJe^rown ; a 
Tragi-Comcdy, Adcd at the Duke of Torl^sThczr 
trc, in the Year. 1 67 1. \ 

/. IV. 'f/je Diucb Lover; a Comedy, Aded at thp 
puke's Theatre, 1673, For the Plot of this Play, 
fee a ^/i;;^ Romance, calfd Don Fenife, and the 
Stories of Eujemie and I'/jegdore, fix. . . • . •; 

\ V. The fToicnrFop, or Sir Timotht Tawdretj 
a Comedy/ Afted at the Dt^ke's Theatre, 1 677. A. 
great part of this Play is borroW*d from a Comedy^ 
caird 7he MJlries of Fon*d Marriage, written by 
Mr. Geo. JVilkins. . ._ % 

VI. Tl)e Rovery or 7?-^ Iiawj7/d Cavaliers, in Two 
Parts, both Comedies* Ailed at the Duke of Tork's 
Theatre, in the ^ Years 1677, and 1681. The Se- 
cond Part Dedicated to his Royal Highnefs the 
Duke. Thcfc Plays have a great deal of Wit iti 
them ; but they are moftly taken from KiWgmJt 
Donlhornafo, otl1}elV^inde}er. 

VII. 5iV Patient Fancy; aCbmedy, aftcd 
at the Duke's Theatre, , i(J78. The Character of 
Sir Patient Fancy is borrowed from Moliere^s JL< 
Malade Imaginaire ; 77-v HypocofidriacL vOther CIut 
rafters from Broorns Damoifcille. 

VIII. The Fcigi/d Courteouinsy or A Night*s Inrigtif § 
, a Comedy, Adcd at the Duke's Theatre 1679. This 

Play met with very good Succefs, and is eftecra*4 
, one of the bcft fhe has written. 

IX. Ri'und 
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IX. The Round Beads, or 7%e Gocd Old Caufe; a 
Comedy, Aftcd at the Duke's Theatre, 1682, and 
Dedicated to the moft Illuilrious Prince, Htnr^ Duke 
of Grafm. This is only a Play of John lateam\ 
caird, TljeRump, alterM. 

X- 7?jf Falfe Ctnittty or -/^ New IVa) to Play an Old 
Game I a Comedy, Aftcd at the Duke's Theatre, 
1682. Ifakllas being deceived by the Chimney* 
Sweeper, is taken from MoUerei Us Precieufes Ridicules. 
T%e(tffeEled Ladies 

XL the City Heirefs^ or Sir Timothy Treat-AH; a 
Comedy, Aftcd at the Duke*s Theatre, 1 6S2, and De- 
dicated to the Right Honourable, Henry^ Earl of 
Arundel. This Play was well received, but moft of 
the Charafters are borrowed ; part of the Play is 
taken from one of Middletons, call'd A Mad fporld, 
my Majlers ; and part from a Play of Majfenge)\ 
called The Guardian. 

XIL The Touni King, or The Mi/lake i a Tragi- 
comedy, Aftedat the Duke's Theatre, idSj. This 
Play is Dedicated to fome Gentleman, her particu- 
lar Friend, under the Name of Phtlaper. The Dc-* 
fign is borrowed from Calprenades Cleopatra^ See th 
Hiftory of Alcamcnes /u/^Mcnalippa, p. 8. 

XilL The Lucky Chance, or An Alderman t Bargain ; 
Afted at the Theatre-Roya?, idSy, and Dedicated 
to the Right Honourable', Laurence Hyde, Earl of 
Rcilje/ler. Caymans enjoying Lady Fulbank, and 
taking her for the Devil, is copy'd from Mr. Alexan* 
der Rickjhaw, and the Lady Ariina, from the Lady of 
Pleafure, written by Shirley. 

XIV. The Emperor of tl^oMoon ; a Farce, Aftedat 
the Queen's Theatre, iCZ-j. .T taken from Harlequin 
Empaeur dans le Alonde de la Lune, and was originally 
Jtalian. 

XV. Tl)e JVidofw Rante)', or The Hiflory of Bzcon in 
Virginia j a Tragi-Comvdy, AdcJ by their Maje^ 

ikies 
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ftics Servants, i6p6. 'this Play vtraspublifh'd by one 
G. J. a known Friend of the Author, after her 
Death. .The Plot is taken from the Storjr of 

XVL 7%e Vninger Brother^ or T^Antortms Jilt j a 
Comedy, h'kewife publiih'd after her Death ; to 
which is added her Life. This Play was written 
above Ten Years before (he dy'd, and tho'it had ill 
Succcfs, yet there is a great deal of Wit in it, cfpe- 
cially in the Two firft Afts. It was taken from a true 
Story of Colonel Henry Martin and a certain Lady. 
See the Novel c:x\l*d Hatige : or, T'he Amours of the 
King of Tameran. 

Mrs. Bthh Died in the Year i68p, and lies in-* 
terr'd in the Cloyftcr of JVeftminfitr-Abbey^ under a 
Black Marble Stone, with this Iiifcription ; * 

/j&rf lies a Proof that Wit can never te 
: Defence enough againjl M o rta l i t y * 

34r.DAWBRIDGE-C0URT BeLCHIER. 

THIS Gentleman liVd in the Reigti of King 
James I. and he writ one Interlude, callVl, 
Hans-Beer-Pot, his Invifible Comedy of. 
See me, and fee me not, itfiS* A&ed by an honeft 
Company or Health Drinkers, The Author was an 
Englijlj-man, and in his Epiftle he calls it neither 
Comedy nor Tragedy. 



Mr. 



is • Lives and. Chancers: ofr.t]5ft: 



Mr. R I G it A R P B ER^^gk A &/^ ^ i 

LL that I ba^e toobferve of this Gcrtcleman 

is^ that he liv*d inUncohfiir^ in thccTiwic of 

i^fXttElixMhth^ and gave us the firft entire TranA 
lation of Terenc/s^ ComcdieSr • They, arc^ Six in 

Number. 1 .i ... .;;,.••;: 

■ Andrta^ Adelfhi^Eunmhuf^ JfiautdnHmorumenos^ lU^^ 
iyray arid Phermio.- 'Tis worthy Obferv'ation, ;that 
PtibliusTiremiuswz^^Carthaginianbotn^ and brought 
a .Slave to Rme^ but was made free by his Fatrofi 
"Terent. Seneca^ for his Wit, he having found the bcft 
Way of writing Comedy. The Plots of his Corned- 
dies he borrowed from the Greeks^ the Four firft from 
the Comedies o( Menaiider^ and the Two laft from 
ApohdoYUs. • •. / 

Mr. Echard has hlccwife obliged the Publick with 
a Tranflation of this Author. 

- ^' . - * 

j% ^ ^ fff ^ ^ ^ ^^ ff*^^^^^^^^4h^^^^^fR 

"Mr- Til OM as' Betterton. "• 

* /r . ' ' '. ■ * - ' ' ;■ ; *' I' r-^ 

THIS excellent Tragedian was born in 7i/|ffr- 
Stmty IVeftminfter^ and liis Father was under 
Cook to King.CW/ej I., \Vhen he arrived to Years 
fufHcicnt, h? was bound Apprentice to Mr* Rhodes^ 
ti Bcpkfcller, near C^/ir;;;^Cr^. 

What prepared him for the Stage was, that bis 
MaftcrAWrf, having been Wardrobe-Keeper to the 
King*sCompanyofComcdiansinthejBAic4-F7/2r/,got 
a Licence to fet jup a Company of Players in the 
CockrPit in DruryLane^ie^g. Mr. Betterton being 
attheHeadof them. 'He was about Twenty two 
Years of Age, when he gaiii'd great Applaufe by afting 

* .in 
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in thi Loyal SuBjeli^ the JVild-Goofe-Chafe^ the Spanifli 
Curate^ 6cc. But while he was thus riting under his 
Mailer R/jodes, Sit IVtlUam D^Avenmt obtaining a 
Patent of Kxtig Charles IL for Ereding a Company^ 
under the Name of th Duke of York'j Servants^ took 
Mr. Benoton, and all that afted under Mr. Rhodes^ 
into his Company : And in the Year iddi, open*d 
his Houfe in Lincoln s-InnrFields. 
^ Mr. Betteiton making now the forcmoft Figure in 
Sir IVilliam D^Ave}tant\ Company among the Men, 
he marry'd Mrs. Saunderfm^ who was no Icfs excel- 
lent among the Female-Players, and a Virtuous _ 
Woman : But notwithftanding the Induftry of the 
Patentee, and Managers, the King's Houfe then 
carry 'd the Vogue of the Town ; and the Lincoln s^ 
JnnrFields Houfe being not (b commodious, the - 
Players, and other Adventurers, built a much more 
magnificent Theatre in Dorfct Gardens. This like- 
wife proving ineffeAual, they endeavoured to divide 
the Old Houfe, arid the Animofities of the Com- 
pany were fo well improved, as to produce a Uni- 
on betwixt the Two Patents. This Union conti- 
nued from KJ82, to itfpy, when the Aftors under 
the. united Patents, got a new Licence to fet up a 
Play-Houfc once more i\\ LiiKolns-Lm^F/elds. But 
when the Succefs. of that Company began to give 
*way to the Liduftry of the other; and Mr. yanirugb 
had built a New Tiicatre in the Hay-Market^ Mr. 
Betterton^ weary of the Fatigues and Toil of Go- 
vernment, delivered his Company over to the New 
Licence. I have faid thus much to flicw the Progrefs 
and Revolutions of the Stage. 

He liv'd till he was 75 Years of Age ; and the 
Year before he died, 1705?. the Town paid a parti- 
cular Deference to him, by making his Night worth 
joo/i He was buried with great Decency in the 
C i Cloyficv . 
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Qoyfler of M^eftminfler Abby, and his Death was 
equally lamented with that of Rofcim the great 
Roman Comedian : Which Mn Rme prophetically 
foretold, in an Epilogue fpoken by Mrs* Barry^ at 
his lafl Benefit. 



H^hiU /je has been^ tho" fnfent PraSfe te dumb^ 

Shall bafly be a T*heme in Ttmej to come^ 

As nowuetalkofKoscivs, and of Komd 



:.} 



He was one of the greateft Players we ever had. 
in England ; anu there are three Dramatick Pieces 
written or tranflated by him, tho' his Modefty was 
fo great, that he would never permit them to be 
printed in his Lite time. 

I. The IVoman made a Jujlice ; a Comedy. 

II. The Unjuft Judge^ or Appim a) d Virginia ; a 
Tragedy, written originally by Mr. tVebfteri but 
revived and very much altered by Mr. Betterton. 

III. The Amorons IVidow, or TfjePVanton JVife\ a 
Comedy, afted at the Theatre Royal. This Play 
is an Improvement of Moliere's George Dandin^ or 
TU IVamon H^ifei and was firft printed from Mr. 
Betieitott*s Copy in the Year 1710. This Play is 
always acted with great Applaule. 

Mrs. Frances Boothbt. 

THIS Gentlewoman liv'd in the Time of King 
Charles II. (he writ one Play, called, 
^ M A R c E L 1 A ; or The Treacljerous Friend j a Tra* 
j;i-Comedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 1670, and 
JJedicatcd to the Honourable the L^dyTate oiHar- 
'iiugw: in the County of IVorcefler. 

* Ro- 
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Roger Boyle, 

Earl of Orrery. 

A Nobleman of the Kingdom of Ireland^ of a 
diflingiiifh'd Charader, both in Arts and 
Arms ; and alfo as a Poet and a Patron. He has pub* 
Ulh'd fix Plays in Heroick Verfe, wherein true Enghjk 
Courage is exaftly delineated, and Morality and 
Virtue truly illaftrated. They arc as follow. 

I. "the Black Prince; afted at the Theatre RoyaU 
1672. For the Story, fee JVaifinghams Hiftory of 
England^ IVtgornienJis Chronicon^ Polyd. Vergilii^ Flo* 
rentii Monarch. Froifard Chrcn. de France & £Angle^ 
terre^ EngUJh Chronicles in the Reign of King £i- 
ward III. 

II. Tblyphon ; a Tragedy, afted by his Royal 
Highncfs the Duke of Rrit's Servants, 1672. Sec 
the firft Book of Maccabees^ Joje^hus^ lib 13. Affioiz di 
BeSis Syriaciiy &c. 

III. Henry the Ftfth ; Afted at the Duke of 
Tork's Theatre, 1^77. For the Plot fee the Chro- 
nicles of England in the Reign of that King, and the 
Reign of King Charles VL in the French Chronicles; 
as ^ean Juvenal des IJrfins^ U Hi ft. de Char If s 6. Meze^ 
ray, &c. 

IV. Mi;sta?ha; a Tragedy, Aftcd at the 
Duke's Theatre, 1677. See Thuanus^ lib. 12. Tho. 
Arms la continuacon de la Hi ft. des Tourcs^ Knowles^s 
Turki/h Hift. &c. 

V. G V I M A N ; a Comedy, afted at the Theatre 
Royal, itfpj. The Plot of this Play is taken from 
a Roniance of the fame Name. 

VI. He HOD the Great; a Tragedy printed 
itf^4. For the Story confult Jofephusy and Herod^s 

C 3 Life 
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life in Cmijfms Holy Court. This Play was Mvct 

aftcd. * 

Hc^alfo wrote another Play, called Mafler 

yinthmj. ' * -^ 

7l4r. Samuel Br a n d o n. '; 

THIS Author hVd in the Reign of Queen' 
ElixMhtth^ and wrote one Play only; call'd, ' 
The Virtums O ctavia \ a Tragi-Comedy, prin- 
" ted in the Tear 1 598, This Play was never prcfen- 
ted on the Scage, tho' the Author and others had ^ 
very good opinion of it. The Plot is taken front 

Plutarch'sLiteoiMarkAnonj. 

... . ■ • ^ \ 

<^r. NiCHOiiAs Breton. 

AN Author who writ and puUifli'd one Inter-* 
hide; call'd, * • ;, 

llie 0!d Man*.t Ltffat, and Youtig Math Lmei 9 
verj-anticnt Piece. ' ; 

e^r* Anthony Brewer. ,, 

THIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of Kiiig 
Charles I. He wrote two Plays, vi2*. ^ 

1- !%€ Country Girl; a Comedy^ aftcd in the Yeai? 
1^47. with great Applaufc- This Play was revivM 
by one Ltortardy le-j-]. under the Title of Cauntry hr 
ffMKce, or The Chamber M^id'turnd Quak^. . 



iryj with* the Life and Death oi Cartejmunda, the 
hit ^viVi of IVinchefler^ printed 16$^. This Play 
was alfo rcvi/d and aftcd at the King's Theatre, uiv- 
der the Title of 'tlie perjnrd Nim, Anm 1 6S0. For 
the St;ory fee Speed, Polyd. Vergtt^ Gu. Malmsb. lagul-^ 
fus, Higdeny DuChefne, &c. 

' e?Ji^. Alexander Br o ME. .. 

AN Attorney by Profcflion,' and a Poet in the 
Hoyal Caufe, in the Reign of King CharUs L 
He wrote one Play; call'd, 
7%e Cwwing Lovers ; a Comedy, afted by their Ma- 

{*ciiks Servants, in the Year 1654. with great Appro- 
>ation. Part of the Plot is taken from the Hiftory of 
The Seven Wife Mafters o/Rome. See alfo The Fo>^ 
ftwate deceivdy and Unfowmate Ltfvers, a Novel. 

Tho* this Gentleman wrote but one Play, yet h? 
gave the World a Volume of Mr. Richard Brme^s 
after his Deceafe. 

[ e^r.KlcvL^KD Brome. 

A Servant to Sen. Johnfon, who likewife liv^d" 
in the Reigb of King Charles L In imitation 
of his Maftcr,*he ftudied'Men and Humour more 
than Books ; and his Genius leading him to Comedy, 
he wrote himfelf into Reputation that way. His 
Plots, Mr. Langbain allows to be his own ; and his 
tlays. Fifteen in Number, were afted, moft of 
tbcm, with good Applaufe. They arc as follow ; 
C 4 I. No- 
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LNovella; a Comedy»adedby hisMaJeft/$ 
Servants^ itfja. This Play exceeds many of our 
Modern Comedies. 

n. 7*he Court Beggar ; a 0)medy, afted at the 
Cockpit^ by his Majcfty's Scrvfints, idji. 

IIL Antipodes ; a Comedy, aded in the Tear . 
J 63 8. by the Queen's Servants^ at «Sn///^io;y Court 
in FUet-Jlrett. 

IV. j4fparagm Gardeni a Comedy, 1^40. Dedi* 
cared to the i^rl of Neuxaftle. 

V. The City fVn, or The IVoman wears th^Breecpes; 
a Comedy, idyj. 

VI. Damoifsile^ or The New Ordinary; a Comedy, 

VII. The Mad Couple well Matched; a Comedy, 
16$ i. This Play was revived by the Duke of Tork^s 
Aftors, under the Title of The pebauchee, or The 
Credulosti Cuckold. 

VIII. The jovial Crew^ or The merry Beggars ; a 
Comedy, a&cd by his Ma jefty^s Servants, 1653. 

IX. The Ixve-Jick Court,' or Ttje ambitiom Politick t 
a Comedy, i6$S. 

X. The New Academy, or The New Exchange ; a 
Comedy, 1658. 

XL G/vent Garden weeded, or The Middle/ex ^uflice 
of Peace, 1658. 

XII. Ihe Queetis Exchange; a Comedy, adedwith 
gcncrll Applaufc, by his Majcfty's Servants at JBAict- 
fryars. 

XIII. Queen and Concubine ; a Comedy, itf jp. 

XIV. 7)je Englijh Moor, or Tl)e mock Marriage ; 
a Comedy, afted by her Majcfty's Servants. 

• XV. The Northern Lafs, or A Neft of Fools j a 
Comedy, adcd with great Applaufe at the Theatre 
Royal, 1661. And is commended by Ben. ^ohnfon, 

in thefc Lines : • ' 

And 
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'Andjm^ J)ick, do my Am uith ^ooJ jiff laufi^ 
f *' Pf^hkh ym have juftlygaimd fifwt the Stagt^ 
By cbferuathn ofthoje Ctfmtck Laws 

V^kh /, ymr Mafter^ fir ft did teach the Aff. 

. Mr. Brome likcwik join'd with 7%o. ffaywood^ in 
Z Play call'd Tlbe Lancajbire IVstcbes. 

* Q^r. Ruben Bourne. 

' A Gentleman late of the Temple, having one 
J[\^ Play in Print, under the Title of, 

"^l^he Cemented Cuckold^ or 7%e IVomatis Advocate^ 
1692. This Play was never reprefented on the 
Theatre. 

cJ^. Henry BuRKHEAD. 

THIS Author livM in the Reign of King 
Charles L being then a Merchant of Briftd. 
He wrote one Play; called, 

ColaV FUry^ or Lyrenda'x Miferyi a Tra-^ 
gedy, printed 1^45* and Dedicated to the Right 
Honouriabic Edward Somerfet^ Lord Herbert. The 
Subjed of this Play, \% the Irifi Rebellion, which 
broke out in the Year i6^x.. This Tragedy was , 
never aftcd. 



Mr. 



^i6 - LiV^i iowf CbmebiiS4'm' * 






- » C??^. B U R N A B Y. - 

/A Gentleman o)F the J5w^i* Temple, whonii t am 
jfjL inform'd, ha'd a Univcrfity Educationr He 
has writ three Plays. 

. I. LyvektrayJ, or T%e agreeable pi/appointment j > 
Comedy, 

^11. Tifcf A&^i^ Husband j a GpiAiedy, a^d at the 
fTheatre Royal, 1702. 

JII. The Indies Vifmg Pay I ^^Ocm^y. . > ^. 

Henry Burne'l, Efqr-^-^ 

AN /r^ Gentleman, that iiv'd iu the Reign of 
King Charles h who writ the following Play. 
L A M D Q A a T H A ; a TragiO)medy, ^ afted at the 
New Theatre in Dublin, with very good Applaufe, 
i>d4i. The Anthor introduc'd thjs Play with a Pfoi 
logue fpoken by an Amazon, having a Battle-A^in 
l^rHand, to fecure its Succe(s, in imitation of J5^/r. 
John/on, whom he ftiles the, beft of Englrjh Pocts.^ 
The Plot is founded on the Conqucft of Fro,^ King 
of Suevtay^ by f<£gner. King o( hmrnrk ; with tjic 
Repudiation of Z^tff^^/*^, Queen to Regner. See 
Kramx^ius, lib. 4. c . 6. Jo.MagHUSylib. 17. c. 4,5.6', 
SaxQ. Gramat. lib. p. 



Lady 
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■Lady Elizabeth Carew^ j 

THIS Lady, who liv'd in the Reign of Queca 
Elizateth^ wrote one Play J caird/', i, 
^ M A R I A M, rA^ Fair Queen ^ Jury ; a Tragedy^ 
printed idijl The Play is well wfit; cohfidcring 
thofe Times; but there is another Tragedy fincc 
written on the fame Subjed, caird Herod and Marh 
anme. The Plot ii taken from Jofefhtis'^ HI. 14. <&• 
1$. Salian. tOM.6.,ji.Al, 4012. &c. Tornieltom. z. 

• c5^. Thomas Carew.; . ' 

MR. Carew'vris a Courtiey and Favourite of 
King Cbarles 1. being Gentleman of the Beef 
>er to that Prince ; he composed a Mafque ; 
caird, . ^ . 

CaluTH Britamicum; perform^ by the King, the 
, Duke oi JLenox^ the Earls of Devonjbire, Noffand, and 
others of the Nobility, in the Banqueting Houfe at 
JVhitehaB^ in the Year 1633. Mr. Henry Lcrwes fe<: 
the Mufickupon this Occalion. He was a Gentle* 
man of a great deal of Wit, but guilty of Extra-* 
vagancy in his Poems (of which he publifli*d a 
Volume, fince, fcveral times reprinted) as appears 
by this Stanza writ to him^ by Sir IVtUiam D*Avenant. 
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^fly Wiis chi^ Vhrtue ii hecmie hs Vice I • . 

Pit every BeaUty thm haft raised fo high^ 
7*bat wnv coarfe Faces carry fuch a Price ^ 

As ntufl undo a Lover that would buy. 

ggOCX)OCSOOOQQCDOQG30QQGQC)QOOQ^ . 

. LODOWicK Carlell, E[c[f 

THIS Gentleman liv'd in the Time of both 
King Chariis the Firf I and Second ; he was an 
eld Courtier, and poflfeft the Place of Groom of the 
Privy Chamber, and others. He publifh^d Six 
Plays. 

L A&Ti&Aovs and Philicia; a Tragi-^ 
Comedy, in two Parts, afted in Black-friars^ by his 
Majefty s Servants, 16^9. This Plaj^ was fince re- 
vived : with a new Prologue, writ by Mn Dryden^ 
For the Story fee Geof. Monmouth^ lib. ^.c. 16. Pol. 
Vergil^ lib. 2. Matth. IVeJl^fag. $^.Grajfion^ part 7. 

. VL'The Pajfmate Lover^ in two Parts ; a Tragi-Co- 
medy^ afted before the King and Queen at Somerfet* 
houfe^ 1^5 5. And Dedicated to the Illuftrious Prin- 
ccfs A&ry, Dutchefs of Richmond and Lenox. 

III. V he Fool would be a Favourite, or The Difcreet 
Lover; 1^57. afted b^ the Queen's Servants, with 
general Applaufe. 

IV. Osmond the Great Turk, or The Noble Ser- 
vant ; a Tragedy, adcd by the Queen's Majcfty's 
Servants, 16$ 7. The Adion of this Play, is the 
taking dConfiantinople, in the Year 1453. See Knoffes*^ 
Turk. Hift. in the Life o( Mahomet, B'andellos Novels, 
totn. 1. Hift. 2. (Jpfii Monita, lib. 2. cap. i. Artus le 
Contin. de tltft. des Turcs^ lib. 1 1 . 

V. The 
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\ V. 7?>f Defervifig Favourhe} a Tragi-Comcdy, 
aftcd by the King's Servants i6^9* with very great 
Applauie, 

VL Heraclius^ Empercr of the Eafi s z Tn* 
gedy. Printed in the Year i66^ This is only a 
Tranflation of a French Play, writ by Monfieur Cor^ 
mile, and v^as never aded See Zouar, Baromus, 
&c. 

The Author has> thefe Lines in his Prologue^ as 
an Excufe for his Tranflation. . 

jiB things have proper Idioms of their mn^ 

'Their Elegance in ours is hardly Jhcwn j - 

7%is, but a Copjj and attfuch go lefs^ 

Great Beauties may be alter d by the I^efs. 

And the following DifUch fhows his Opinion of 

Tranflations in general. 

T'bofe w/jo Tranjlate, hope but a Labourers Praife^ 
^Tisfuch OA can Invent^ defcrue the Bays. 

Vkfr. James Carlile. 

THIS Author was firfl a Player; he quitted 
the Stage in his Youth, and fervM in the Irifi 
Wars under King William III» where he loft his Life 
in the Bed of Honour. He wrote a Play ; call'd, 

'the Fortune Hunters, or Two Fools ueBmet; a 
Comedy, 16S9. Aftcd by his Majcfty's Servants 
with great Applaufe. 

Mr; 
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ikfr. Richard Carpent e r. 

A N Author that liv'd in the latter end of the 
"^ Reign of King James I. He wrote one Play j 
caUM. - -•-- 

T'Ae Pragmatical Jefuh new Leaven d j a Play ten* 
<linff to Morality and Virtue ; the Author was fup- 
pos d to be a Divine. * 

Mr. George Cartwrigi^t. 

npHIS Gentleman hVd at Fulham, and obliged 
^ the World with one Play j callM, 

Heroick Love, or I'he Infanta of Spain; a Tragedy, 
printed i66i, and Dedicated to King Charles IL. 

^ »PCQQCQQ00Q00CSC0O00GKSGQQ gS 

c^r. William Cartwright. 

A Gentleman, eminent for Learmng and Loyaltv j 
"^ brought up a King's Scholar at Eton, under 
Dr. Olbqfton, and chofe Student of Chrift-chnreb 
College in Oxon, where he took his Degrees of 
Batchclor and Maftcr of Arts : In the Year itf4j, 
he was chofen Prodor, and admitted by the Uni- 
ycrfity in April, but died the Winter following, la- 
mented by all that knew him. He was an excellent 
Orator, and an admirable Poet, which Cicero^ 
with all his Pains, could never attain to. He was 
expert in the Latin, Greek, French and Italian Lan- 
guages ; was extreme modeft in his Behaviour, and 
beautiful in his Pcrfon ; was beloved of Majcfty ; 

and 



'$ni admir'd not only, by his ^cquaintancc» buc 
5trangcrs. Ben.JJchnfonxzSii him his Son : An4 
Biftiop Btl gives ; faim the higheff jPraifc, in faying 
He was the utmofi.thati Man could conte to^ He writ 
four Plays. , \; ' . 

I. 7))e Siege^ ox uw\ Cofrverii^'zlit^^^^ 
i6^u Dedicated to King Charles}. .. The Story ot 
Mifander and Leucatia^ is founded on that of Paufa* 
nias and Cleonice, in Plutarch's Life 6i Xymtm ; and 
other Parts from jBocctff// Novels. , ". . 

II. T/je Royal Slave; a Tragi-Comcdy, performed 
by the Students of Chrifl-church College, Oxen. i6^u 
Dr. Busby ^ late Schoolmaftcr oi Wejlminfter^ afteda 
chief Part, approving himfelf a fccond Rofchis; fot 
he, with the reft of his Fellow-ftudents, exceeded 
the Perfomunce of the Players at Hampton-Cmru 
This Play, by the Noblenefs of the Stile, and Ex- 
cellency ot the Songs, with the fine Scenes, and ad- 
mirable Performance, was efteem'd the beft that 
had been reprefented in the laft Age. 

III. T'he Ordinary; a Comedy, 1 557. Part of the 
Firft Ad of this Play, is infertcd as a Love Dialogue, 
in a Book call'd IVit^s Interpreter, p. 81. 

. IV. T'he Lady Errant^ a Tragi-Comedy, 1^57, 
This was efteem'd a good Play. 
. Thcfe Plays are printed with his Poems in 8m 
where moft of the Wits of the Univerfity appear 
with Copies of Vcrfes, to fliew the great Efteem 
they had for the Author. 



Mrs. Susanna Cent Livre. 

'TTHIS Gentlewoman, now living, is Daughter 

of one Mr. Freemany late o(Holieach, in Lincoln^ 

Jhire, who married a Daughter of Mr. Marham^ » 

Gentle- 
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Oentleman of a good Eflate at Ljnh Rfigis^ in the 
County o( Norfolk. There was formerly an Eftate in 
the Family of her Father ; but he being a Diflfehter, 
and a zealous Parliamentarian, was fo very much per- 
fecuted at theRefloration, that he was neceflltated to 
fly into Ireland, and his Eftate was confifcated : Nor 
was the Family of her Mother free from the Seve- 
rities of thofe Times, they being likewifc Parliamen- 
tarians. Her Education was in the 0)untry ; and 
her Father dying when fiie was but three Years of 
Age; and her Mother not living till flie was twelve, 
what Improvements (he has made, have been mecrly 
by her own Induftry and Application. She was mar^ 
ried before the Age of Fifteen, to a Nephew of Sir 
Stephen Fox. This Gentleman living with her 
but a Year, (he afterwards married Mr. Carrol, 
an Officer in the Army : And furvived him 
likewifc, in the /pace of a Year and half. She is 
fince married to Mr. Jofepb Cent Lrvre, Yeoman of 
the Mouth to hisprefcnt Majefty. She was inclined 
to Poetry when very Young, having composed a 
Song before (he was Seven Years old. She has wrote 
Fifteen Plays ; her Talent is Comedy, particularly in 
the Contrivance of the Plots and Incidents; the 
Conduft and Beauty of which, are fufficiently re- 
commended by Sir Richard Steele, in one of the Spec^ 
tators. Her Dramatick Pieces are as follow : 

L "tt^e Perjurd Hmband ; a Tragedy, Afted at 
the Theatre Royal, 1702. Dedicated to the late 
Duke of Bedford. 

II. 7l)e Beauts Duel, or A Soldier for the Ladiex, a 
Comedy, aded at the Theatre in Lincolns-Inn-Fields, 
Dedicated to Mr. Brown of Stocking-HaU, 1 703 . 

III. The Stolen Heirefs, or The Salamancha DoSior 
out-fitted; a Tragi-Comedy, aded at the Theatre 
in Lincolns'Lm-Fields, 1704. Dedicated to Sir Stafford 
Faiiiottme. 

IV. T'hi 
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, IV. "J^he Gamefier ; a Coiticdy^'.aaed at the The* 
atrc in Lincolm-lmtrFieldsy 1704. Dedicated to 
GeoYff Earl of Humhigdorti This Play is an im- 
prov d Tranflation .of one under the fame Title in 
French, and appeared on the Stage with good Ap* 
plaufc. . . ' ; ' 

. V. The:BaJfa Taile; a Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal in Drurylane. Dedicated to thCj 
Lord Ahhant. ' " . . . 

VI. LovesContrivaJaey ot'Le. Medicin malgre luif 
a Comedy, aded in DruryJane, ^705- Dedica-* 
ted to the late Earl of Dorfit. This is a Tranfla- 
tion from Moliere. • . 

VII. Love at a Vemure ; a Comedy, afted at the 
Bath, 1 70(5. Dedicated to the Duke of Beaufort. . 

VIII. the Bufy Body; 2l Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1708. Dedicated to the late Lord 
Somers. This Play was afted with very great Ap-. 
plaufe. 

IX. MaRtPLOT, the Second Part oftheBufy Bodyi 
afted at the Theatre Royal, 170^. Dedicated to 
the Earl of Portland. 

X- llf^e Perplex d Lowers; a Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal, i7io. Dedicated to Sic Ilenry 
Furnace, ^: ■ •' . ' » . ^ . . . . . 

XI. The Platomck lady; a Comcdy, afted at the 
Theatre V Royal, 1711. ' ;/ . ' 

. XII.' The Mans bewitched, ox The Devil to do aiout 
her; a Comedy, afted at: the Theatre in the Hayr 
' Marhety IT 12. Dedicated to the Duke of Devon- 
Jhire. 

XIII. fThe JVonder, aJVoman keeps a Secret 9 a Co- 
medy, afted at the Theatre Royal in Druryrlane^ 
1 714, Dedicated to his Royal Highnefs Ge^ge^ 
Prince of Waleu This Play had very good Siicccfs. 

XIV. The Cruel Gift, or The Royal Refentmm ; * 
Tragedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1716. Fof 

D the 
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the Story of this Play^ fee Siiifmonda and GuifcarJa, 
a Novel of Boccace. 

XV. A Bold Stroke fir a H^fi ; a Comedy afted 
at the Theatre in Lincolns^Inn-Ftelds^ ^7^1* dedica- 
ted CO the Duke of IVbarton. 

Beddes thcfc Plays, (he has vnrit three Farces. 

!• Bickerftaff's Burying^ or ff^ork fir th Uf holders. 

II. The Gotham Eletlian. 

III. A Wifi uellmanag'd. 

But they were neither of them prcTented on the 
Stage. 

JVf/'-RoBERT Chamberlain. 

AN Author that liv'd in the Time of King 
Charles L He wrote one Playj 
Tlje Swaggering Damfil ; a Comedy, printed in the 
Year 1640. 'Tis uncertain whether this Play was 
cvera&ed. 

\Mr.WiLLiAM Chamberlain. 

THIS Author liv'd at Shafiesbury^ in Dmfetfiire, 
in the Reign of King Charles L He was an 
old Cavalier, and by Profeflion a Doctor of Phy/ick. 
He writ but one Play ; caird. 

Lovers Vi^ory I a Tragi-Comedy, 1^58. Dedi- 
cated to Sir IVtl/iatrt Portman. This Play was com- 
posed during the inteUine Troubles ,• and the Powers 
then in being, having fupprefs'd the Stage, it was 
not afied 'till the Year 1678, when it appeared and 
was aftcd under a new Title,- call'd, 7hc IVits led 
by th Nofi, or A Po^t^s Revenge^ 

Mr. 
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Mr. George Chapman/ 

A Poet that flourifli'd in the latter part of the' 
Reign of Queen Eliz^eth, arid in the Reign of. 
King James I. He was an Intimate o(£en. Johnfon\ 
and was carcfs'd by the foremoft Poctick VVritcrs of 
that Age. He was extremely valuM by all his Ac- 
quaintance ; particularly by the Gentlemen of thc^ 
Middle-Temfk and Uncolns-Lin^ at whofe Rcqueft he 
wrote a Mafque on the Occafion of the Marriage 
between the Princcfs ElizMbethy only Daughter to 
King James I and Frederick Y. Count Palatine of 
the Rhine^ afterwards King of Bo/?emia. His Dra- 
xnatick Performances are ; 

I. AI/ Fools ; a Comedy prefcnted at Slachfrjars, 
itfoy. This was accounted an excellent Play 
in thofe Days, and was aftcd before King James. 
It is built on lerences Heautontimm^imenos, or Self^ 
Denyer. 

II. Ea/lward Hoe ; a Comedy, likcwife a£Eed in 
the Blackrfryars^ idoy. This Play was written by 
Mr. Chapman^ Ben. Johnfon^ and Mr. Mar/Ion^ who 
engaged in a Triumvirate : And Mr. T:uej fomc time 
fince, revived it, under the Title of Cuckolds Haven. 

III. 7?;? Gemletnan Ujher ; a Comedy, printed in 
1606. This Play merits very little Commendation, 
and 'tis very uncertain whether it was ever afted. 

IV. Monfuur D*0 live; a Comedy, often afted 
with Succcfs, at. the Theatre in the Bldck-fryars^ 
1606. 

V. 'The Cot/piracy y and Tragedy c/ Charles, Duke of, 
Biron, Marjhal of France. Two Plays, itfo8. afted 
in the Black-fryars, and Dedicated \o Sir Thomas 
lValJj>7gha?n. For the Story, fee Daiilas Hift. of 

Da Frame^ 
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France^ Mejutajy and other French Chronicles^ in the 
Time of King Htnrj IV of Franct. 

VL MayDnj ; a witty ComcUy, aftcd fcvcral 
times at the Blachfryars^ 1 6i i • ' 

VII. "fh mdomfs Tears \ a Comedy, itfii; Plot 
from Petronhti At biter. Sec alfo TIjc Efhe/ian Matron. 

VIII. Bujfy d^Aidhois his Rnengei a Tragedy, 
aftcd at the private Houfe in the IVhste-fryars^ idi ^ 
Dedicated to Sir Tlmuis Howard. This Play was* 
not aftcd with that Applaufc, as mod of the other 
Dramatick Works of this Poet. 

IX* 7he Temple I a Mafque, 1614. This was the 
Mafquc prefcnted at Court before the King, at the 
Celebration of the Nuptials of Count Palatine of 
xhcRhiKe^ and the Princcfs Elizakth ; Mr. Lvgo Joncs 
ordering the Machines and Decoration of the Scenes* 

X. Two Wife Men, and all the refi Fools ; a Co-, 
medy, a6led fcvcral times, 1619. The Prologue' 
and Epilogue of this Play arc writ in Profe, Mr^ 
Langbain, in his Remarks on this Play, takes notice, 
that it exceeds, in the number of Afts, any Play 
whatever, it extending to fcvcn; which is contrary 
to the Rule of * H^^race, 

Neve minor ^ neu Jit qtiinto, froduEiior aHu 
Fabtila, qua pvjd vult & SfeSiata repvni. 

XI. C^ s A R and P o M p E Y ; a Tragedy, 16^ 1/ 
Dedicated to the Earl of Middlefex. The Story isi 
to be found in Stmoniws Life of Julim Cafar^ Plu- 

. tihchy Veil. Patei'culusy Florm^ Dion, Lucan, &c. 

'Kll. Revenge for Honour i a Tragedy, 1^54. . 

XUL Al- 
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r XIII. Alphonsus, Emperor of Gemtof^t a 
Tragedy, afted with great Applaufc at the private 
Houfc in Blackrfryars^ 1^54. Plot from Omm. dt Re^ 
bm Gernmitkis. Sec alfo Reymldf on the Pafllons, 
JVauh)*s Hift. of Man. Mariana de Rsb.Hift. lib. 13. c. 
10, &c. 

XIV. HumoroM Days Mirth; A Pleafam Cotfudy. 
This Play was afted by the Earl of Nottiughams 
Servants. 

' XV. liujfy d*A M B o I s F ; a Tragedy, prc- 
fented at St. Paul\ in the Reign of King James I. 
and fince at the Theatre Royal with good Applaufe. 
The Plot is taken from t\\^ French Chron. Han. III. 
I'huanm^ De Serres (r RoJJets HtJL Trag. de none Tewfs. 
Hifl. ij.f. 363. 

XVI. *The Blind Beggar of Alexandria j a Comedy, 
neither divided into Aits nor Scenes. This is faid 
to be publifli'd in 1 y p8 j and if fo, it h the Author's 
lirft Play. 

This Author laid down for a Rule, that a Moral 
ought to be the Foundation of a Play j Inftruftion 
being the chief Defign of a Poet. And befides his 
Dramatick Works, he tranflated all Homers viz.. his 
Jlliads^ Odsjfes^ and his Batracomyomachia^ov Ttln Battle 
of' the Ft'ogs and Mice : And Hejiod^ and Mufxm^ 
which were cftccm'd well done in the Infancy of 
Tranllation. 

Mr. Col LEY Gibber, 

AN excellent Player, as well as an Author; 
he is of Foreign Extraftion, his Father being 
a Native of Holfteiny and a famous Statuary, which 
recommended him to King Charles 11. He was cai^ 
ly, by iiis Fancy, led to the Stage, but he did not 
I> 3 make 
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maVc^ny confiderable Figure there, till the Piri/ion ' 
of the Houfes, when he at once exerted both the 
Po^t and the Player. He ha$ naturally a good 
iharc of Wit, in uncommon Vivacity, and a great 
deal of Humour ; and thcfe arc very much improved 
^ by the Convcrfetion he enjoys, which is the bcft. 
He haspiiblini*d Fifteen Draniacick Pieces. 

I. LviTs laft Shifty or The Fool in Fujhion ; a Co- 
medy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 1696. Th^ 
Part of Sir Ncvelty Fa/fjion, which the Author per- 
formed himfclf in this Play, very much incre^s'd his 
Reputation. This Play is Dedicated to Richard 
JNforwf^ of Soutfrivhky Efq; And the Author aflUrcs 
his Patron that the Play is entirely his own ; neither 
the Plot nor any Exprefllons being borrowed from 
cither the Dead or Living. The Criticks allow the 
Plot to be new and admirable, but founded on 
an Improbabiliry, viz,, on Lovcle/i^s not knowing 
his Wife : And as for the Characters, they will hav? 
ir, that Sir Novelty S*tap, Narcijfa and the elder 
IVorthy^ fccm Copies of Sir Fapling^ ^erry in Love for 
Lin'e, Setter in the Old Batchclor^ Sec. 

II. IVomans Wit^ or "the Lady in Fafhioni a Co* 
medy, a£tcd at the Theatre Royal, 16^7. This 
Play is inferior, in Reputation, to the former, feveral 
of the Characters being borrow'd. The Gharafter 

I of RakJjk^ . Father and Son, with the Plot of their 
t Walk, are taken in a great meafure from the Fortune 
Hunters; from Otway's Dare PevH; jmd from Sir 
' ThomoA Revel and his Son, in Greenwich Park. 

III. Xerxes; a Tragedy, aded at the Theatre 
in Lincolns'/nn-Felds^ by his Majcfty's Servants, 

IV. Lcvemakes a Mnn^ or The Fops Forttate ; a Co- 
medy, adled at the Theatre in Lincolns-Inn-Fields,^ 
with Si:ccefs. It is partly taken from two of 
Fletcher's Plays, viTL. The Cufivfn of ti)e Country y and 
7?- £/Jiv Bnmr. .V. Th^t 
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V. 7^ Carekfs Husband i a Comedy/ aftcd at 
the Theatre Royal ; Dedicated to the Diikc of 
Argyle. This Play was aftcd with very great 
ApplauTe; and ^cis reported that he had fome AP- 
iiltancc in it from his Patron and Mr. MoirwayYiui. 

VL, Th Ladies iafl Stake, or The IVtves Re/em- 
went ; a G)mcdy, aded at the Queen's Theatre in 
the Hiiymarket, Dedicated to thcMarquis of ^^m. 

VII. The Comical Lovers ; a Comedy/ afted at 
the Theatre in Drurylane.. 

VIII. She vjcu^d, and fie V30ud not, or The kind ht- 
foftor I a Comedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royaly 
170;. Dedicated to the Duke of Ormond. 

' IX. Thei Rival Fbols ; a Comedy, a£ted at the 
Theatre Royal. This Play met with but indifferent 
Succefs. 

X. Perolla and Izadora; a Tragedy^ 
a£lcd at the Theatre Royal, iyo6. Dedicated to 
Charles Earl of Orrery. 

XI. 7 he Double GaBant^ or The Sick Ladys Cure ; 
a Comedy, aftcd at the Theatre in the Hay^arket. 
Part of this Play is borrowed from Mrs. Cent Livre's 
Love at a Venture. 

XII. The Nonjuror I a Comedy, aded at the 
Theatre Royal, 1717. Dedicated to the King. 
This Play was aded for near three Weeks together, 
with great Applaufe. The Coquet in this Play is a 
very nne Character, and the greateil part of it new ; 
but the Charafter of the Ncn-Jurer fecms to be 
taken from MoUere^s Tartufl; and the Tranflation 
^aird the EngUjb Puritan ; a&cd in the beginning of 
tlic Reign of King Charles 11. 

XIII. The School-Boy ; a Farce, of two Afts. 

XIV. Venus and Adonis; a Mafque. 

XV. Myrtillo; a Paftoral Interlude. 
Befidcs thefe, Mr. Ciiter has produced another 

Play, caird The Heroick Daughter j a Tragedy. This 

D^ Play 
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]PIay has been adcd, but was never printed. It is 
the Ci p of Cc^ritf/iK? cranflated. 

4$Vr A S T O N C P C K A I N. 

A Gentfcman of an ancient Family, who^ "tn the 
Reign of King Charles IL liv -d at AJhboum 
in Deit}jbire, where he had a fine Scat. He was 
educated at Trwity Coliege^ Cambridge; and about the 
Age of twenty four, he travcird into FratKe and 
Italy : And being very much inclined to Poetical 
Studies ; he left (among fcveral other Pieces) three 
Flays and a Mafque. 

I. A Mafque performed at Berthie tn Dettyjhhd^ 
.itf3P. before the Right Honourable Pbilip, firft 
Esivl of Che/leyfold, . 

II. lloe cbjiinate Lady; a Cqmedy, i6^2. This 
Play is an Imitation of 7he very IVoman^ written by 
Alajjhiger. 

III. T R A p p o L X N fuppos'd a Prince \ a Tragi? 
Comedy, 1658. The Plot of this Play is taken from 
^rapoUii cndulo Primipe\ an Italian Tragi-Q)mcdy, 
which the Author faw aftcd at Venice. It was re- 
vived by Dufei, after the Reftoration ; and fince 
by Mr. '7^/^, bcin^ afted in Dorfet Garden^ i68y, 

' iV. O viDS Tragedy, 1669. Part of this Play 
is taken from Ovid\ Elegies, and part from IlAthe^ 
ifto Fulmihato^ an Italian Play; particularly, the 
Paflagc of Hmnibafs inviting the dead Carcafs of 
Helvid:pii to Sjpper ; and on which Foundation the 
(Caufirophe of the Dbirtine is built. 

Mr. H'^wftamly and Mr. Philips, place to this 
Author 7'heijites, and Tyrannical Government, tho', 'ris 
fuppos'd, they \ycr^: none of his. Thcfe arc all 
priiKc4 with his JPpcms in 8i<>. 
' " • " . ' William 
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! Wllf LI AWl X Q N G RE V E, Efq} : 

TH I § ^ Gentleman , 15 jdcicended from the very 
ancient Family of the Congr^ves^ of Cpfigrevf 
in the County of Stafor/l ; and he is^the only furvi* 
ving Spn of IVilliamCongrevey Efq;. wljo wa's fccond 
Son to* Rkfidj-d Congreve, of Congreve and Strenon ia 
the faid County, Efq; He was born at a Place 
paird Bnrdfa, .not far (tomjjeeds in Torkjhire; being 
a part of the Eftate of Sir John Leuis, his.Greac 
I Uncle by his Mother's Side. 

His^f 4thcr being a younger Brother,' his Affairs 
and Command in the Arniy carried him into /re- 
hfid, when Mr. Congreve was* very Young, by which 
ipeans heh^d his Education, as to Humane. Lear-^ 
ning, in the great School or College of Kilkemty, 
and the Univerfitj^ of X)«W/« ;• from whence retur*. 
;iinginto England loon after the Revolution, he was 
cnterd into the Society of the Middle Temfle^ where 
he began the Study of the Law; but /did not make 
fo great a Progrefs as ever to be call'd to the Ban 
" A.nd,a$ a certain Author has obferv'd, Mr. Cengreve 
** was of too delicate a Tafte, had Wit of too line 
^* a turn to be long pleased with a crabbed unpala- 
- table Study; in which the laborious dull plod- 
*^ ding. Fellow generally exccUs the more fprightly 
'" and vivacious Wit ;* This concurring Avith hisna- 
." tural Inclin;itions to Poetry, diverted him 
*^ from the Bar to the declining Stage, which then 
f' ftood ill need of fuch a Support ; and from 
** whence the Town juftly received him as Rome's 
" other Hope. 

Mr, CoKgreve, notwithftanding he has juflly ac- 
qu^-'d the greateft Reputation in Dramatick Wri- 
tings, 
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tings^ is fo far from being puflf'd up with Vanity 
{a Failing in moft Authors of Excellency) that he 
abounds with Humility and good Nature. He does 
not fbewfo much the Poet as the Gentleman; he is 
ambitious of few Praifcs, tho* he dcfervcs numerous 
Encomiums ; he is genteel and regular in Oecono* 
my» una&ded in Behaviour^ plcaiing and infor* 
ning in his Converfation, and refpcdful to all. 
And as for his Talents in Dramatick Poetry, I {hall 
omit a Defcription of the Beauty of his [Dialogue, 
Finenefs of his Humour, and other particulars; and 
confine what I have to fay in the fmalleft Compafs 
of Poetical Expreffion. 

As rifijg Sparkles in each Draught of H^ne, 
So Force of IVtt appears in evry Lipe* 

Mr. Congreve has obliged the World with the fol- 
lowing Plays. 

I. Tl)e Old Boicbelor^ a Comedy, aftcd at the The^ 
atre Royal, in the Year itff ^ Dedicated to the 
Right Honourable Charles Lord Clifford. This 
Comedy was a£icd with a general Applaufe, and 
was introduced into the World with feveral Copies 
of Verfes, wliich it juftly merited, tho* the Author 
was then not above nineteen Years of Age ; and it 
not only made him known to the Town, and a noble 
Mecanoj, but was honoured with the Prcfence of the 
beautiful and virtuous Queen Mary : And Mr. Con^ 
greve, in return of Gratitude, wrote one of the 
lincft Paftorals we have in the Englip Language, on 
the lamented Death of that incomparable Princcfs. 
Thcrc's a genteel and fprightly Wit in the Dialogue 
of this Play ; and the humorous CharaAcrs arc 
agreeable to Nature, which can be faid of few 
other Dramatick Performances ; yet the Criticks at- 
tack, 
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t^k him for the Incidents of Marriages in Masks, 
ju» being fcarcc ever clone in reality. 

IL f/je Double Denier ; a Comedy, »ftcd at the 
Theatre Royal, 169^. Dedicated to the Right 
Honourable Charles Montague^ Efq; one of the Lords 
of the Treafury. This Play did not meet with the 
Encouragement as the former ; neither had it equal 
Succcfs with any of Mr. Congreve's latter Dramarick 
Pieces ; but I never faw any particular Criticifm on 
its Dcfcds ; which gives me leave to think its ill 
Reception proceeded more from a capriciousHumour 
of the Town, than any conildcrablc Errors in the 
Compofure of the Play. 

III. Love for Love ; a Comedy, aftcd at the 
Theatre in Little Lmolus-Lin-Fields^ by his Ma- 
jeftys Servants, . I dp5. Dedicated to the Right 
Honourable Charles Earl of Dorfet and Middlefex. 
This Plaj^ was afted with very great Applaufe, at 
the opening of the New Houie, There is abun* 
dance of Wit in it, and a great deal of fine anddiver« 
ting Humour J the Cliarafters are juflly diftinguifh'd, 
and the Manners well mark'd. Some of the nicer 
Criticks find fault with the unravelling of the Plot, 
and the Conduft of Angelica in it : But in fpite of 
Envy, this Play muft be allowed to be one of the 
beil of our modern Comedies. 

IV. Tlje Mourning Bride ; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Theatre in Little Uncvlns-Imt-Ftelds^ by lii? Ma- 
jefly's Servants, 169 j. Dedicated to her Royal 
Highnefs the Princefs Anne of Denmark. This Play- 
had the greateft Succefs of all Mr. Congreves Vet* 
formances ; and indeed met with Encouragement in* 
fcrior to no Dramatick piece, that has at any time 
appeared on the Englijb Stage. The Excellency of, 
this Tragedy can in nothing be more particularly 
dcfcrib'd, than in Sit Richard Blackmores Preface to 
his Poem, entitled, King Arthur*, which runs thus: 

f* Since 
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^ Since the writing of this, I have fccn a Tragedy, 
** calW "The Mourning Bride^ wluch I think myfelf 
** oblig*d to take notice of in this Place. This 
** Poem has received, and in my Opinion^ veryjuft- 
** ly, imivcrfal Applaufe ; being look'd on as the 
*^ moft pcrfcft Tragedy that has been wrote in this 
** Age. The Fable, as far as I can judge at firft 
•* light, is a very artful and maflcrly Contrivance ; 
*^ the Charaftcrs are well chofen, and well delinca- 
^ ted ; that of Zara is admirable. The PafTions are 
^ well touched, and skillfully wrought up. The 
•* Dii^cion proper, clear, beautiful, noble, and di- 
** vcrfificd agreeably to the variety of the Subjcft. 
** Vice, as it ought to be, is punifli'd ; and op- 
** prefs'd Innocence at laft rewarded. Nature ap- 
•* pears very happily imitated, excepting one or 
•^ two doubtful Inftanccs, thro' the whole piece j 
^ in which there are no iminodcft Images or Ex- 
** preflions ; no wild unnatural Rants, but fome few 
** Exceptions being allow'd, all Things are chaft, 
' ** juft and decent. This Tragedy, as I faid before, 
•* has mightily obtainM, and that without the un- 
** natural and foolilh mixture of Farce and Buf- 
•* foonery ; without fo much as a Song or a Dance, 
** to make it more agreeable. By this it appears, 
•* that as a fufficient Genius can recommend itfcif, 
** and furnifli out abundant Matter of Pleafurc and ^ 
** Admiration, without the paultry Helps above 
^^ nam'd : So likewife, that the Tafte of the Na- 
** tion is not fo far dcprav'd, but that a regular and 
** chafte Play will not only be forgiven, but highly 
** applauded/' This is the Charadcr given by the 
learned Dodor of Mr. Cotjgreves Mourning Bride i 
and I can, by no means, be of Opinion with fome 
pretending Criticks, that Sir Richard's Aim, in this 
Commendation, was more to deprefs the Praifes of 
Mr. Catgreve^s Predccellbrs, Mr. Drjden, Mr. Otway, 

and 
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and Mr. i>, than the raiting of Mv. Co9tgreve ; I 
look upon it to be mecrly a Debt due to Merits and 
purfu'd without any further protrafted Views. : 

V. T/je IViiy of the fVorlJ; a Comedy afted at the' 
Theatre in Little Lwcohts^Imi-FieId\^ by his Majcfty's 
Servants, Dedicated to the RLight Honourable Ralfh 
Earl of Mountague. This Play, equal to, if not the 
bcftof Mr. Congrevcs Comedies, unlcfs it be his Love^ 
for Lovey had not the Succcfs of moft of his other Per- 
formances ; which flicws there is llill an uncertainty 

. in hitting the Humour of the Town : But tho' at firll 
it fcem'd to be rejcclcd, it has been lately revived 
at the Theatre in Z)r//9-/r/w, . and a&ed fcveral 
Nights with very great Applaufc. 

VI. Semele ; an Opera. This Performance 
was never rcprefcnted on the Theatre. 

VII. T'he Judgment 0/ P a R i s ; a Mafque. 
Thefe Dramatick Performances of Mr. Ongreve^ 

were publifh'd with his other Poetical Writings, 
in three Volumes Octavo^ 1710. and the Criticks 
do him the Juftice to confefs, that the Faults which 
may be found in them, are of a Nature that 
makes them very difputable ; and in which both his 
Predcceflbrs and Cotemporaries have offended. 
Whatever fmall Errors there may be in Mr. Ctm^ 
^v^A Dramatick Pieces, he may be juftly excused, 
when *tis conlider'd, that he both began and left off 
to write when he was very Young ; he quitted wri- 
ting at the Age of feven and twenty : And what 
might not the World have expeded from him, if he 
had continued his Dramatical Studies, when he was 
capable of writing an Old Ratchelor at Nineteen ? • 
and the great Mr. Dryden did not compleat his firft 
Performance till he was above the Age of Thirty. 

He is the only Dramatick Poet now living, excel- 
lent for both Comedy and Tragedy ; the Plays he 
has written in both ways, being very much applaud- 
ed : 
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cd : And what Mr. Demis has lately obfeiVd of 
Mr. Onpevt^ is cftccm'd, by moft Pcrfons, very' 
juft ; That he left the Stage early, and Comedy 
has quitted it with him. 

Tho* I am doubtful I (hall trefpafs upon Mr. Cm^^ 
greve*$ Modcfty, I cannot omit infcrting fome Vcrfcs 
fent to him by Mr. Dryden^ upon his writing the. 
JDouhle Dealer. 

To my dear Friend Mr. Congreve. 

IN eafj Dialogue is Fletcher'/ Praife : 
He movd t/je Mind, tut had not p&wer to raife. 
Great Johnfon did by ftrengthof Judgment pleafe^ 
Tet doubling Fletcher'/ Force, he uants his Eafe : 
Jn differing 'Talents loth adorn d their Age; 
One for tJje Study, t'other for the Stage. 
£ut both to Con^Ycvcjufilyfiafffubmit, 
One matched in Judgment, both oer-match^din Wit* 
In Htm all Beauties of this Age we fee ; 
Ethercge*/ Courtjhip, Southern'/ Purity 
T'he Satire, IVit and Strength of Manly ^ 
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Maintain your Poft : That's aB the Fame you need i 

For 'tis impojjible youfiould proceed. 

Already I am worn with Cares and Age ; 

And juft abandoning tH ungrateful Stage : 

Vnprofitably kept, at Heav'ns expeme, 

J live a Rent^harge on his Providence .* 

But Ton, whomev'ry Mufe and Grace adorn^ 
. IVhom Iforefee to better Fortune born ; ^ 

' Be kind to my Remains; and oh defend, 

Againfl your judgment, your departed Friend! ^ ^ ' 

Let not th* infulting Fee my Fame perfue j ' * 

• Butjbade thofe Lame Is which dejcend to Tou : 

: And takejor Tribute whatthefe Lines exprefs : . | 

• Tqu merit more I nor could my Love do hfs. '-- * ♦ * 

Edward 
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E D W A R D C O O K, Bflp 

AN Author, of whom no other Account is given 
by Mn Langhain^ than that he. wrote one 
Hay J call'd, 

^Jjfves Triumph^ or T%e Royal Unkni a Tragi* 
Comedy, printed 1678. Dedicated to her Royal 
Highncfs Marj^ Princefe of Orange. Plot from 
Ctiffandra^ a Romance, fart %. look ^ This Play 
was never aded. 

i&H*«H>C«^ «!!» «2l» «!?> «!?»«tle»t^.|9i«!2^«5?^i8j 
iHr. John Cook. 

THIS is likewiTe an Author who has writ but 
one Play ,• call'd, 
G R E E n's 7u Qtioqm i a Comedy. Mr. Heywood 
tells us this Play was aded with great Applaufe. ^ Ic 
had its Name from one Green, a famous Comedian 
in his Time, whofe general Repartee to all Com*, 
plemcnts, was 7u Quojue. 

O oocQCScoocoooocDcoiSooQoocao es 
JWr. John Corey. 

A Gentleman that has compifd one Play^ and 
trandated another. 
I. The Generom Enemies^ or The Ridicuhm Lwers s 
a Comedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1672. This 
Play is entirely a CoUedion from others. The chief 
Dclign is borrowed from j^4inauh^$LaGenereufe£tgrar 

at titude: 
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tituJe I that of the Ridiculous Levers from Comeiffes 
D. Bertran de Cigarral; Bertrans TteRy Humour^ \% 
partly borrowed from Randulpl/s Mufm Ij>oking^hfx. 
And the Quarrel between him and Robatz^i^ wholly 
ftolen from.Zxw'j P/7^r/w/3gf^. 

II. TTv ^etamwfhofisy or T*he Old Lover ou$w:ited^ 
A Tranllation from Mvl^ere. 

Charles Cotton, Efq; 

A Gentleman of a good Family in Stafird/hire. 
He tranflated one of Conteii/e s Plays ; calfd, 

Horace; a Traecdy, printed 1671. This 
Play has been likewiic tranflated by Sir IVtOimn 
Lraxr and Mrs. Katheriue Philips ; but the Tranfla- 
tion of Mr. Cotton is preferable to Sir WtUiams^ 
and equal, at leaft, to Mrs. Philips*s. The Plot i$ 
taken from Livij Hift, lib. i. L. Florm, lib. i. ^.3. 
CajJiodo}m^ DionyJIm^ Halicarnajfniy &c. 

This Author' has publifli'd, belides this Play, a 
Volume of Poems on fevcral Occafions ; and wa^ , 
very fucccfsful in his Burlcfque Poems, particularly 
his Virgil Traveftie. 

Mr. Abraham Cowley. 

THIS excellent Poet was bom in Londojt^ in the 
Year 161 8. He had his Education at IVe/i-- 
ntiijjier School, and Trinity Co\\cq,c in Cambridge. He 
had an early, ripe and calling Wit ; and great na- 
tural and improved Abilities. His early Inclina- 
tions to Poetry, proceeded from his ligncing, by 
chance, on^ Spe/ijer*^ Fairy Queen: At ten Years ol<i 

he 
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he writ the Tragical Story of PyrammdXiA Jbish f 
at twelve, that of Cot^antia and PhiktHi ; by thir- 
teen he had publifh'd feveral Poetical Picecs : And 
tnoft of his Works were writ or defign'd, whilft he 
wai at the Univerfity of Cambridge. He had an 
unaf&fted Modcfty, natural Freedom, and eafy 
Vigour in his Writings^ ai well as hii Manners, 
and the highcft Characters of Religion, Knowledge 
and Friendlhip : He was entertained in the Scr\'icc 
of my Lord of St. AWavs ; and he attended the 
Queen-Mother to Rana ; where he was very iervice- 
able to the Royal Family, during the Exile. He 
has pnbh'ni'd three Plays ; and in neither of theni 
he cannot be charg'd with borrowing from an/ 
other. They are, 

I. Love's Riddle i a Pafloral Comedy, itfjj. 
Dv^dicated to Sir Kenelm Digiy. This Play was 
written by the Author, whilft he was a Kind's 
Scholar at IVi'flmitjfier j and was firft printed with 
his Poetical Blvjjoms. The Author makes this 
Apology tor it m his Dedication. 

T'ake it as early Fniits^ Ivhich rare appear^ 
Though not half If if e^ but vjovfi of all tbeJeOr i 
And tfit pleafe your Tafie^ my Mufe laiUfay^ 
The Birch %ibicb CiOv:nd her thea, is grc^n a Bay. 

II. The Guardian; a Comedy, printed itfyo^ 
This Play was adtcd feveral times privately in London 
during the Prohibition of the Stage ; as alfo at Cam^ 
b*'idge^bcforc Prince Charles ; and after the Reftoration 
it was publicLly aftcd at Dublin with great Applaufe. 

III. The Cutter of Coleman-ftreet I a Comedy, 166^^ 
This was the Play, call'd The Guardian^ new 
writ, and pcrfeftly altered. It was reprefentcd at 
tlicDake of Tories Theatre in Salisbury Court; and 
was at firft oppos'd by fomc Pcrfons who envied the 

E Author 
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Author for his Loyalty j but was afterwards aftc4 
with univerfal Applaufe. 

This Gentleman like wife wrote a Latin G>medy^ 
intitled Naufyagiuin Jucu/aye; The Merry Shipwecki 
which was adtcd before the Univerfity ot' Cam^ 
bridge^ by the Members of Trinity QoBege^ i6ii. 
He likewife wrote a great many other excellent 
Pieces in Vcrfc and Profc : Of the former, his Love 
Verfcs, call'd The Mfttefs ; and his Davideis^ a fa- 
crcd Poem on the Troubles o( David, cannot be too 
much admir*d ; and as he did not play the Plagiary 
in any of his Dramatick Works j fo he cannot be 
accus'd of borrowing any thing in his other Wri- 
tings : Which is elegantly expreli'd in thcfe Lines of 
Sir Jc/m DeiihdM* 

Horace'/ IVa, and VirgilV State^ 
He did net Jleal, but emulate ; 
And ul)eh he 'wculd like Them appear^ _ - 
1 heir Cur by but not their Clottths, did wear. 

Mr. Cculey's Life wis written by Dn Sfrat, late 
Bilbop o( Rcchijler, 2nd is prefixed to his Works, 
•which are in three Volumes Oclavo. Mr. Evelyn 
gives him this Commendation^ in his imitation of 
Ovid\ Elegy ad Invidos. 

So longJhaS Cowley be admird above 
Th Crond^ lu David'/ Troubles Pity mtn^e, 
Till M^omen ceafe to charm , and Touth to It/ve. 

He was buried in Weftm\nfler Abbey, near Twb of 
our moll celebrated EhgUjh Bards, Chaucer and 
Sfenfcr : The Duke of Buckingham erected a , fine 
Monument over him i with the following Infcrip- 
tion. . 

Abra- 
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A B R A HA M U S Co W li 1 U^, ' 

Anglamm Findatuf^ Ftaicnty Mar0^ C 1 
'- Delicia^ Decut^ Dejiderium JEvi fui^ 
r ;-, * Hicju^tajitusefli 9. 






^/irf/i rf«w njolftoHt late tua fcripta ftr crtim^ . . : **" ^ 
, t jB^ yjiwtf jtternum ^iziis^ Divine Pceta^ , ? * 

"jlicpJacidajdLtasrc^uie ; Cufiodiat umam •,;'£* 

Carta fides y vigikijtque peremti lampade Muf a} 
: - tSi> yjicer /^f Z-ocw/, /Vtr quis temerarius aufit " ..'/ ,? *• 

Sacrilega turbare manu Vtnerabile Buftum. ' ^"^^ 

Intacii ntaneant, maineant per fecula Dulcis 

Coulei cineres^ ferventque ifmmbtle Saxum. 

^r.V . ' Sicvovef ^ i'l^*;i'^ 

' Votutnquefiwm afud Pojl^oi Sacramn ejfe ifotuii^. 

- Qjii virv Inc^mfdrabili pofuh Sepulcrale Mdrm& $ ^i- *• 

i". •,.•... .•: .. ^ . \) ^vM 

'u'/: Geokgivs Dux BuCKINQHAMXiEJ Wrr 

^Bxcejjit eiita Ait. ^t. 4p. & hoimificapompn elaftnei 
(^d. Buckinghamianis wis lUuftribm cmniurH or/L ^Jif^ 
quias celebrantibttSyfepultus eft die 3 ^ M. Aug. A* Da 1 66 J^ 

Mr. Richard Cox. ^ - 

A Celebrated Comediatf» that liv^l in the keign 
of King Charles I. On the fnpprcffing of the 
Stage he composM feveral Drolls, and with his Com- 
panions afted them by ftealth, under the Colour of 
Rope-Dancing; wherein he gained great Applaufc 
zt London^ Oxford^ Scd He publifh^d one Interlude ; 
I intitlcd, 

I Action and Di.anA| t6^64 The Plot iJ 
U^mbora Ovid's Mefamtrrphofesi 

£ 2 David 
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David Crauford, JE/^j 

A Scots Gcntlemaiij now living, the Author of 
two Plays. 
^ I. Cmrtjhip Alamode ; a Comedy. 

II. Lave atfiyfl Sight j a Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre in Uncolnp-Jtm-Fields^ Ji704« 

Mr. John Crown. 

THIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles II. He was the Son of a DifTenting 
Miniiler; and educated, under his Father, in that 
Part of America belonging to England^ which is 
caird Nova Scotia : And when a certain Courtier 
dedgn'd to do him a Prejudice, by informing King 
Charles IL of his Defcent and Education, tlic King 
was plcas'd, out of his great Gcnerofity, to exprefs 
a Contempt for the Informer. 

Hii^ Father ventured a confiderable Fortune in the 
Plantations, which being taken by the Fiench^ and 
he being neglefted, he was reduced to the neceffity 
of comn^encing Author. His Performances, both 
in. Tragedy and Comedy, have been afted with Ap- 
probation, tho' Comedy feems to be his Talent. 

He has oblig'd us with Seventeen Plays. 

I. J u L I A N A, or The Princefs of Poland ; a Tragi- 
comedy, aftcd at the Duke of 7(/r/:\s Theatre, 1671. 
Dedicated to the Earl of Orrery. 

II. Andromache; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Duke's Theatre in Doifet Garden, idyj. This Play 
was only a Tranflation from Monfieur Racine, by an- 
other 
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other Hand, turnM into Engliji Vcrfc by Mr. Crcwff. 
The Play fecms to be founded on ^r^/7, M. j. j,' 
vcr. i5^2* and in part^ on the Andromache o( Euripides. 

III. Calisto, ovTl^e Chaft Khmph; a Mafque, 
itfyy. written by Command ot the Queen, and 
oftentimes performM at Court by Perfons of great 
Quah'ty. There are Songs between the Afts. It is 
founded on a Srory in Ow/s Metnm. lik. 2. fat. y, 6. 

IV. T'he Country JVtt ; a Comedy, afted at the Duke 
of Tork*s Theatre, 167$. Dedicated to the Right 
Honourable Cbaries Earl of Mdd/efex. This Play 
contains a great deal of low Comedy, but was ap- 
proved by his Majefty King Charles II. Part of the 
Plot and Language is borrowed from Moliere's Le ir- 
citien^ eu Ij Amour Peintre. T^je Sicilian: or. Love makes 
a P aimer. 

V. T'he De/lruSlion of jferufalem, by Ttttn Vefpafian^ 
in two Parts, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1677. 
Dedicated to the Dutchefs of Portfmouth. Thefc 
Tragedies are writ in Heroick Verfe, and were ac- 
ted with great Applaufe. For the Plot read Jofephu 
Hijl. lib. 6. & 7. Taums Hift. lib. ^. Suetomnsy Eufe* 
bim^ &c. 

*fVI. "The I Ambitious Statefman^ or l^he Loyal Favour 
rite; a Tragedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1679. 
Dedicated to her Grac? the Dutchefs of Albemarle. 
This Play had but indiftercnt Succefs,. tho* elteem'd 
by the Author one of the beft of his Performances. 
The Plot, fee in Z>^ .S>;t^/, Mezeray^ and other /vi'^tvSr 
Chronicles. 
^ VII. Chaklzs the Eighth of France, or The Lt* 
vafion of Naples by the Fench ; an Hiftorical Trage- 
dy, afted at the Duke's Theatre in Salisbury-Court^ 
1 J 680. This Play is writ in Heroick Vcrfc, and Dc- 
j dicated to the Earl of Rochefter. Plot from Guicci^ 
I ar diners Hi ft. Philip de Comine/s Memoiret : Andre de la 
'^^w, and other fJwcA Chronicles. 
I E3 VIII. He K- 
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' VUI. Hevhy the Sixth, with the Death cf the 
Duke qf Chucefter i a Tragedy, aftcd at the Duke 
of Yoik's Theatre, itfSi. Dedicated to Sir Charles 
SidUy. This Play, at firft, was afted with Applaufe ; 
bat at length the Romijb Fadion opposed it, and by 
their Intereft at Court, got it fupprcfs'd. Part of this^ 
Play is borrowed from SMkefpear'^ Hen. VI. 

I'X. HtNRT the Sixth, tlje Second Part, or The 
JiLferies of Civil IVar ; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Dukc*s Theatre i68i. Part of this Play is likc^ 
wife borrowed from Shakefpear. For the Plot fee the 
£w5///?j Chronicles writ in thofe Times, by Grafton,^ 
floUi^^jbeaJ, Stow, Speed, &c. 

X. T H Y E s T E s ; a Tragedy, afted at the Theatre 
Royal, 1681. The Plot is founded on Seneca s 
Thjefies, from poetical Hiftory. There are two 
other Plays on this Subjcft, one in French, the other 
in SpaniJI). 

•^ >L1. the City Politicks ;^ a Comedy a^led at the 
TTheitre Royal, 1683. This Play was adlcdwith.. 
great Applaufe ; and was a f^vere Satire upon the 
^higgifli Party in thofe Times. 

XII. ^SiV Courtly Nice, or It cannot be ; a Comedy, . 
aficdat the Theatre Royal idSj. Dedicated to his 
Grace the Duke of Ormond. This Play is eftcem'd 
an excellent Comedy, and has been often afted with 
good Succcfs. It was written at the Command of 
King Charles IL The Plot, and part of the Play, 
is taken from a Spanijb Comedy, call'd No pucd-efcr,, 
or It cannot he, Tamgos Wtlei, &c. the Song, Stop 
Thief from the French of Moliere. 

XIII. Dakius, Ku:g cf Perfm ; a Tragedy ac-? 
tc4atihe Theatre Royal, 1688. For the Plot, fee 
Quint. Curt, lib. 3, 4, and 5. Jujlin^ lib. l»l, cap^ y. 
^nA Didorm, lib. 17, ice. 

XIV. The Enghjh Fryar, or The Toivn Sparks j a 
jComctiy, afted at the Theatre Royal, idpo. Dedi- 

catcd 
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catcd to thd Right' Honourable .Wi?/tfw, Earl pf 
Devon/hire. This Play Iiad not the Si;cccfi z$ the 
other Dramatick Pieces wrote by Mr. Crnun. 

XV. Reculus; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal, idp4. The Ddign of this Play 
is Noble, the Example of Regtdus being the moft 
celebrated for Honour and Conftancy of any of the 
Romans. See the Hillory in Livj^ Lucius Plorus^ 
Sec. , 

XVI. 7* he Married JBeau, or The Curiom hftperti^ 
nent ; a Comedy, aded at the Theatre Royal, 1694. 
Dedicated to the Marquis of N^rmanby. This is 
cftccmM a good Play, and .has been often afted with 
general. Approbation. To this Play the Author has 
prefixed a Preface, in Vindication of himfelf from 
the Afperfions call on him by fomc Pcrfons, as to 
his Morals, &c. The Scory is taken from the Hillo- 
ry of Don Quixot. ' 

X Vll. Caligula, Emperor of Rome ; a Tra^ 
gedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 169^. For tlic 
Plot, fee Siutonius in his h\(c. 



cJJir. J O H N D A N C E R. ; 

AN Author faid to be born in Ireland^ but cer- 
tain it is that he liv'd a great part of his Time 
in that Kingdom. About the Year 1670, he came 
over into England; and undcrftanding xh^Fremb and 
Italian Languages pcrfeftly well, he tranflated tlircc 
Dramatick Pieces, from the Originals of three 
eminent Poets, viz.. Tajfoy CuYHeille^ and Qtmault. 

E 4 1. Amynta i 
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L Amtnta; a Piftoral, publilh'd 1660. Thin 
is a Trandation from that celebrated Wit, Signior 
Torjuato Tajfo^ bred up at Padua^ and Favourite of 
Charles IX, of Famce. Hc Is call'd the Father of 
J^aftorals, being the firft that rcduc'd them from the 
Eclogue to Pramatick Poetry : This is cftecm'd 
a Mafter^pitce cf Paficral Comedy j and has been 
tranflated into the Fench^ Sp(uiijh^ Cennan and Dutch 
•Tongues, as well as the Englijb. It is printed with 
fevcral Love Vcrfcs, writ in imitation of Mr. Cou- 
/f/s Miftrcfs. 

\ 11. NicoMEDE ; a Tragi-Comedy, a^cdat the 
Theatre Royal in Z)/vW;», 1671. Pedicated to the 
Right Honourable f homos fiarl of Ojfury. This 
tlay is trani.atcd from the Fiench of CvrneWe^ and a 
Piece which hq himfclf valu'd beyond any of his 
prhcr Pcrfcrm;inccs. The Story fiom ^uflin^ Boijk 

34* 

III. AcRiEPA, King cf Alba^ or The Falfe 

Tiberhim ; a Tragi-Comcdy, in Heroick Verfc, 
aftcd at the Theatre Royal in Jpubhn^ before th? 
Duke of Orwc»//, Lord Lieutenant of /^Aii/i, 167J. 
This Play was Dedicated to the Lady Otvendijh^ 
Paughter of the fa id Puke of Ormonde and was ac- 
ted with great Applaufe. It i^ a Trfinflation 
from the Ft eiuh of Monficur Quinault* This Author 
has writ likewifc a Rqniance, call'd "The Englifi 
f^overs. And fcveral other Pieces. 

3 A M u E L Daniel Efqi 

THIS Gentleman was born near Taunton ir\ 
Somerfetjhhe ; and in the Year 1581. he being 
jncn Nineteen years of Age, he was entered Com- 

• • • 'rnpn?r^ 
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tnoncr of St. Mary MagdalefhHaB^ Oxford; he con* 
tinu'il there tlircc Years, applying himfdf, with 
great Afliduity^ to the Sciidv of Hiftory and Poetry, 
when that time was cxpir'd, he left the Univerfity, 
^nd coming to London^ his own Merit, and the Re-. 
commendation odJLvfjohn Florio^ hisBrother-in-Law, 
prefcr'd him to be one of the Grooms of the privy 
Chamber to Queen Anne^ Royal Confort of King 
^ams I. He wrote moft of his Plays retired a 
Tittle diftancc from Lmdon^ amongft the Solitary 
Amufcmcnts of delightful Gardens. At laft he whoh 
ly quitted the Town, and removed into WiltJbWe^ 
where he commenced Farmer j and by a healthful 
Excrcife in that Emplovment, he liv'd *till he wa$ 
near Eighty Years of Age. He had been Tutor to 
the Lady Anne Clifford^ Heircfs of Gmity Earl of 
Cumberland^ and afterwards Countefs of Pembroke^ 
&c. which Lady, after his Death, ereftcd a Monu- 
ment over him. He writ five Dramatick Pieces. 

I. TlxQtieens Arcadia; a Pafloral Tragi-Comedy, 
pr<ifented to the (^een and her Ladies, by the Uni- 
verfity of Oxon^ in Chrifl-ChurOr-College^ idoy. It ii 
Dedicated to the Queen. The Scene of Carinm. 
and Amymoi refemblc QuinoMlis Phikne and Daj/hnis^ 
in his Comedy y^/w Comtdiey &c. 

JI, C L E o p A T R A ; a Tragedy, firft printed 1611. 
'Dcdiqatcd tp the Countefs of Pmbrokt. This Play 
was very much cfteem'd in its Time, and there is 
another Edition of it 1622. which very much ex- 
cels the firll. For the Scory confult Plutarch^ Lives 
of Pompey and Anthony^ Fhrm lib. 4. c. 1 1. Appian de, 
PeLCiviL hb. j, and a Tranllation of a/v^/icABook, 
caird tht H'JioY) p/ the fhm tiiumvirates, done by 
Mr. Onuqy. 

^IIL Philptas; a Tragedy, Dedicated to 
King Char Its L when he was only Prince. This, 
piay had a good Reputation, but met with fomc 

Op- 
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Oppofition, oh Sufpicion that Philotas rcprcfcntcd 
the Earl of Efex^ the unfortunate Favourite of 
Queen EUx^th. This Plaj^ is faid tobethcfirft 
the Author writ. The Plot is taken from PltaanVs 
Life of Alexander, Quint, Curt. lib. 6. c. 7. Juftin, 
&c. 

IV. Hymen^s Triumph ; a Paftoral Tragi-Comcdy, 
prcfcntcd before the King, at the Queen's Court, on 
the Celebration of the Nuptials oF the Lord Rox- 
borough. It is Dedicated to the Hiqh-bom Princcfs 
Anne of Denmark^ Queen of England^ 6cc. 

V. The VtfioH of the Twelve Goddejfts ; a ^f afque, 
prefented at HatnptonrCourt before the Qiiccn and 
her Ladies ; Dedicated to the Lady Lncy^ Countefs 
of Bedford. The Author's Defign in the Twelve 
Goddeffcs, was, under their Shapes, to reprefent 
the Blcffings this Nation enjoy *d, in the Reign of 
King James L 

AUthefe Pieces, with his Mifcellaneous Poems, 
are lately reprinted in two Volumes 1 2°, under the 
Title of Tl)e whole Poetical JVorks of Samuel Daniel, 
Efq; He wrote, bcfides, an excellent Hiftory of £7/^5- 
land in Folio, fince continued by Mr. Truffel. 

^ ^^ ^ ^^^^^^^^^^ 

Sir William D'Av e n a n"t. . 

SIR JViBiam iSAvenant was Son to Mr. John 
D'A%enant, a Vintner of Oxford. He was bornf 
in the Year 1605. and his Father's Houfc being fre- 
quented by the famous Shakefpear, in his Journeys 
to irarwidjhire, his Poetical Genius, in his Youth, 
was by that means very much cncourag'd ; andfome 
will have it, that the handfome Landlady, as well 
as the good VVine, invited the Tragedian to thofc 
Quancrs. In the Year i6zt. he was admitted a 

Mem- 
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Member of Lincoln College ; and after fomc fmattc* 
ring in Logick, he quitted thofe Studies for Poetry^ 
which prov'd more to his Advantage : But as Mr* 
Jjwglfain obfervcs, his Genius rather indin'd him to 
walk in the more flowry Fields of Pamajfmy m 
which he made a great Progrefs, than to purfuc the 
Entertainments of the Stage. VvortiUmoln-ColIegeh^ 
went firft into the Service of the Dutthefs of Rich* 
mond^ and afrerwards to that of the Lord JSrooi & 
after whofc Deccafe he apply 'd himfclf to Drama- 
tick Writing ; and in the Year 1637, he fucceeded 
Ben. Johifort, as Poet Laureat ; which Place, he en:*/ 
joy'd in the Reigns both of King Charles I. and II. 
He obtained a Patent for a Company of A&ors, 
who iirft began in Little Lincolns-Lai-Fields ; but the 
other Company of Comedians, by their excellent 
Performances, winning the Favour of the Town, he, 
fct up the Whim of Operas ? he being the fitft In- 
troducer of thofe Entertainments here in England z 
Mr. Dp) den gives Sir IVil/iam the Charafterof a Per*; 
fon of a quick Fancy ; and tells us that his firft 
Thoughts were generally the mod happy. His Works 
were publi&'d in Folio, i6j$^ wherein are the follow- . 
ing Dramatick Entertainments. 

I. Tfje Cruel Biotljer ; a Tragedy, Dedicated to the 
Right Honourable the Lord IVefton, Lord Highr 
Treafurcr of England. 

II. A L B o V I N, King of the Lombards ; a Tragedy, 
Dedicated to the Duke of Somerfet. This Play is 
commended by eight Copies of Vcrfes. For the ' 
Story fee Paulni Diaconus de Gejlis Longciardorum, lib. \ 
2. c. 28. Bandelios Hffioires Tragiques, torn. 4. N(/v. 19. . 
Greg. Epifc, Turostenjis Hrfi. Francarum, Lb. 2. c. a8- 
fieyliiis Cofmog. part I. book I. page 57. 

III. The Fair Favourite ; a Tragi-Comedy, 

IV. 7:^ 
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IV. 7%e JuJI Italian ; a Tragi-Comcdy, Dcdica* 
ted to the Earl o( Dorfet, with recommendatory 
Verfes by Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Carew. 

V. The Law agaittfl Levers; SL Tragi-Comedv, 
taken from two Plays of Shake/pear, Meafure for 
Meafure^ and Much ado about Nothing. 

VI. Zxw aud Honour ; a Tragi-Comedy, afted at 
the Theatre in Little Lincohts-Inn-Fields^ and in D(irjet 
Caxdtn^ with Applaufe. 

VIL ThelVits, a Comedy, afted firft at Blachr 
JYjars^ and afterwards at the Duke's Theatre with 
Applaufe. 

VIII. The Platonick Lovers; sl Tragi-Comedy, ori- 
ginally printed with the IVits. 

IX. The Mans tlie Mafier ; a Comedy, often ac- 
ted with Approbation. Plot from Scarrons Joddelet, 
m Le Maifire Valets &c. 

X. News from Plymouth ; a Comedy. 

XL The Play-Houfe to he Let. This Play is com- 
posed of fcveral different Species, and can be call'd 
neither Comedy , Tragi-Comcdy , nor Tragedy. 
The Second Aft is a Tranflation of Moliere's Sga* 
iutreUe; a Farce. The Third and Fourth Afts con- 
tain the Hiftory of Sir Francis Drake^ and the Cruel- 
ty of the Spaniards in Peru : The Fifth Aft confifts • 
c* Tragedy, Travefty, and fets forth the Aftions of; 
Cafar, Anthony and Cleopatraj in Burlcfque Verfe. 

XII. The Stege ; a Tragi-Comcdy. 

XIIL The Siege of Rhodes^ in Two Parts, Dedica- 
ted to the Right Honourable the Earl of Clarendon^ 
I-ord High Chancellor of England. Thefc Plays, 
as alfothc laft mention'd Tragi-Comcdy, were writ- 
ten in the Time of the Civil Wars, and were aftcd 
with great Applaufe at the Duke of Tork's Theatre - 
in Little Lincolns-Jnn-Fields. For the Story confuk 
Boijfardi Jcones & vitx Sultanorum Turcicorum in Vit. 
SoJym.z.. Thomas Attns Continuation de la Hftoire de 

lures 
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Turcf, and our Biglijb Hiflory of the Tkrh^ by 

KnoBet. 

XIV. T^A^ Unfirttmate Lovers ; a Tragedy. 

XV. theDiftnJfesi a Tragi-Comcdy, . 

X VI. An Entertahtment at Ruthnd-Houfe ; prcfented 
by way of Declamation and Mudck^ after the 
Manner of the Ancients. ; * 

XVII. Britannia Triumfham { a Mafque, written 
by Sir li^illiam D*Avenant and Mr. Inigo Jimes. ; 

XVIII. T/je triumphs of the Prince !>' A MOV k; 
a MafquCy prefcnted before his Hiehnefs, at his 
Palace in the Middle Temple, perform'd by the 
Members of that Honourable Society, as an Enter- 
tainment to the Prince EkEiar. The Mufick of 
the Songs and Symphonies was fet by Mr. Latixs. 

XIX. The Temple of Lrje ; a Mafque, prcfented 
at Court by the Qiicen, and divers of the Nobility 
of both Sexes, in the Reign of King Charles I. 

Among Sir IVtUiam^s other Poetical Writings,' his 
Gondihert made the grcatcfl Noife, which he began^ 
in France the Year idjo. during the Time of the 
Civil Wars, when his Safety made a Retirement ne- 
ccflkry. He was made oeneral of the Ordnance 
by the Marquis of NewcaJile,^Lnd was Knighted by 
the King, 1643. 

He died in the Yeai: i66Sy aged 63, and was bu* 
ried among the other eminent Poets in JVefimitifier 
Abbej^ with only this Epitaph in imitation of Bw. 
jfohiifon. 

ilarir iVr WilUam D'Avcnant. 
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• Dr. Charles D'Avenant. 

■ ' • • 

THIS Gentleman was the Ddcft Son of Sir 
WiOiofn D^Avenam^ and Dodtor of Laws. He 
writ one Play ; call'd, 

CiKCE ; a Dramatick Opera, aded at the Duke 
of Tork^s Theatre, 1577. with great Applaufe. The 
Prologue was writ by Mr. Dryden^ and the Epilogue 
by the Earl of R^hefier. The Plot is founded on 
Poetical Hiftory ; Sec Ovid\ Metamorfh. Natal. 
Cojnes^ Boccace, Scc.^ 



* c^r. Rob e k t Da v e n port., 

AN Author who li/d in the Reign of King 
Charles I. He writ Two Plays: 
^ I. T%e City Night Cap ; a Tragi-Comedy, afted bv 
his Ma jcfty's Servants, i5di:Plorfrom DonQuixots 
Novel of the Quriom Imfertimnty and Boccace^s 
Novels. - 

• II. King John nnd Matilda; a Tragedy, 
1655. This Play* i% Dedicated to the Right Honou- 
rable Montague Bertie Earl of Undfey. For the Plot 
fee HoBingfiead^ Martin, St(fW, Sfeed, and Baker's 
Chronicles. * 



.^ - Mr, 
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^r. Robert Dauborne. , 

THIS Author liv'd in the Reign of King 
Janm I. He had a good Education^ being 
Mailer of Arts, but of what Univcrdty he was, is 
uncertain. He writ the following Plays. 

I. Ihe Chriftim turnd Turk; a Tragedy, irfia. 
The Story from Barkers Overthrow of Captain 
IVard and Dn/ifiker, two Pirates, publifli'd, 1609. ' 

<IL The Poor Mans Comfort ; a Tragi-Q)medy, 
^Ix6i{j. aftcd at the Cockpit in DruYj-lant^ with great 
^Applaufe. 

c^r. John Day. 

THIS Gentleman, who likewife liv'd in the 
Reign of King James I. was fbme time Student 
ot Caius^^olkge in Cambridge } and was Author of Six 
Dramatick Pieces. • ^ 

L 7?;e travels of the three Engtijh Brothers^ Sj^ 
Thomas, Sir Anthony, and Mr. Thomas Shirley; 
an Hiftorical Play^ a&ed by her Majefly's Servant^' 
1607. Dedicated to Honours Favourites. In the 
Compofurc of this Performance, Mr. Z>/i; was afDC-. 
ted by Mr. Rmhy and Mr, tVilkins. The Founda-', 
tion of this Play is taken from Dr. Fullers Worthier* 
our Englijb Chronicles, &c. ^ 

II. A Parliament of Bees ; a Mafque, 1^07. TJuV 
is an Allegorical Defcription of the Humours ot 
Mankind. '^^*.^ ^ 
. III. Humour out of Breath ; a Comedy, 1^07. '^* 

IV.Law^ 



^4 Lives and Charafters oftW 

IV. Laur^Tricis, or ft^ would have though it j a 
Comedy, 160%. 

V. r/v ^ 0/ GuBs I a Comedy, aded in Blacl^ 
fryars^ 16^. Plot from Sir Pmp Sidneys Arcadia. 

VI. '11)6 Blind Beggar of Bednal Green, wit/) the 
merry Humour of Tom Stroud, the Ncrfolk Teoman ; ac* 
ted by the Prince's Servants, i6$p. For the Story 
fee our Englijl^ Clironicles in the Reign of King 
Henry VI. 

A Gentleman of Lincoins-Inn writ a Poem upon 
the Tranfadions between Mr. Day and his Landlord, 
wherein arc thefe punning Lines. 

. Here Nigln and Day confpire a fecret Flight ; 
For Day, \ii fatd, is gone away by Night, 
The Day iipafl^ hut Landlord wlme^s your Rent, 
Ton might have feen, that Day was alm( ft /pent.- 
Dzyjold, at length put off what eW he might, 
Tho'it ua6 neerfo Dark, Day would te Light. 

: Mr. Thomas Decker. 

A Contemporary Poet with Ben. Jvhrfcn, in the 
Reign of King James I. and a great Contender 
for the Bays. He writ Eight entire Plays himfcif, 
and four others with the Alllftance of lVebfter,Rvwley 
snd Fw'd; but the latter, vaflly exceed the former, 
there being no Dramatick Piece writ by him alone 
of much efteem, but T^je umrujjjng the Humorous 
Pcet; and this is chiefly on account of the Snbjeft, 
which was the witty Ben. The Plays which he has 
composM, and had a hand in, are as follow. 

* L F o R T u N AT u s ; a Comedy, i ^00. This Play 
is DQC divided into AAs. 

11. Sa- 
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; IL Satyromastix, :0r 7%e umrufjingtlie Hti^ . 
morcm Poet ; a Comedy, aftcd by the Lord Chamber^ . 
lains Servants, i(5oi. . This Play was occafioiiM by 
B^^f Johnfotts Poetaftcr ; where, under the Title of 
Crifpinm^ Ben Ia(h*d this Author j which he endea* 
vour'd to retaliate by untruffing Ben, under the Title 
of Horace Junior. 

III. Nuithviuird Hoe; a Comedy, i6oj. IVdfler 
join'd in this Play. Tlie Plot is tounded on a No- 
vel in the Duceuto Nt/velle del Signior Celio Mahfpini^ 
Pan X. Nov. i. 

IV. f^yiwayJ Hoe ; a Comedy, 1607. Mr. 
JVtbfter was likewife concerned in this Performance. 

V. T'he IVlme of Babylon; an Hiftorical Piay, ac- 
ted by the Prince's Servantsj idoy. Tiiis Play was 
dedgn'd to iliuftrate the Virtues of Queen ELx^ 
betl\ to expofc the Roman Catbolicks at that Time, 
and fct forth the Danger which that good Queen 
cfcapcd. 

VI. 'The Honefi Wlme. With the Humours of the Pa- 
tient Man and tl)e Longing Wife; a Comedy, 1630. 
aded by her Majefty's Servants with Applaufe. 

VII. Match me in London; a Comedy, 1631. This 
Play is Dedicated to Lodoxiick Carlely £fq; and was 
accounted a good Play. 

VIIL The Honcft If^hore. Part the Second. PVith the 
Humours of the Patient Man^ and the Impatient Pf^ife ; 
alfo the Comical Pajfage of an Italian BndeiLell ; a Co- 
medy, Id J 5. This Play is not divided into A£ts; ' 
and Mr. Langbain tells. us it was never a&cd. Sec 
Harringtons Epig. at the end of his Orlando Furiofo. 

IX. The IVvnder of a Kingdom ; a Comedy, idjtf. 

X. The IVitch of Edmonton; a Trugcdy, 1638.- 
Mr. Rov)lcy and Mr. Ford joia'd in this Play. 

XL If this bent a good Play t/je Devil\ int; a Co- 
medy, afted with great Applaufe ; Dedicated to his 
beloved Friends the Players^ Part of this Play 
F feems 
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{ecms to be taken from Machiave^s Belfbegor^ a 
Novel. 

Xll. WyatV Hifiinryi a Play, writ by Mr. 
Decker and Mr. IVebJier. Sec the Englijh Chronicle in 
the Reign of Queen Mary. 

i&f ^ ^ ^ ^N^ifef ^^^i4r \^^^ 

Sir John D e n h a m, 

Knight of the Bath. 

THIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reigns of King 
Charles I. and II ; and was not only of the 
firit Rank in Wit and Gallantry, but alfo in Loyalty. 
He was Son of Sir John Denham of Horfley in EJfex^ 
Born in Ireland; his Father being, at the time of 
his Birth, a Judge and Lord Chief Baron of the £x-. 
thquer in that Kingdom. He was brought over from 
thence very Young, upon his Father's Promotion to 
the Exchequer in England ; and in the Year 163 1. he 
vras (cnt ioTi inityCcl/ege in Oxon. He remaiVd there 
feme Years ; and afterwards repairing to London 
he ftudied the Civil Law. On the breaking out of 
the Civil War, he got Admiffion to King Charles I. 
by the Affitlancc of Niigh Peters, being then em- 
ployed on a Mcflape from the Queen : This Nego- 
tiation he performed fo well, that he was intrulled 
by the Kmg to take care of his Letters of Corrcf- 
pondcnce at Home and Abroad, privately in London ; 
but afccr a fliort fpace, Mr. Cowle/s Hand being 
known, he was difcovet*d, and oblig'd to make his 
Efcapc beyoi.d Sea, where he afterwards gave his 
Attsndarce on King Charles IL 'till the Reftoration. 
The Kiirg oftentimes gave him Subjcds to write on, 
* for the D;vcrlion of liis melancholy Hours, where- 
in the Poet Icldom fell fliort of his Mafter's Ex- 
pcttation. His Maj.^ty made him Surveyor Gene- 
ral 
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ral of his Royal Buildings ; and at his Coronatloa 
created him Knight of the Bath. He writ divers 
Poems and Tranllations; among which^ Cwftrs 
Hdl \% very much appkuded ; a Poem, which Mr. 
Dryden tells us, for the Majefty of the Stile, \%^ ard 
ever will be, the cxaft Standard of good Writing. 
To thefe Poems \s prefixed one Play of this Au- 
thors, caird, 

TChe Sofhy ; a Tragedy, afted with great Ap- 
plaufc, at the Theatre in, ^//ir*-yr;/ir/, 1671. The 
Plot 6f this Play \% the fame with that of Batotts 
Afirz,a, taken from Herbert^ Travels in the Life of 
Abbaa. 

He died at IVhiuhal/, in the Year i662. and was 
buried in JVeftmmfter Abbey ^ near the Remains of the 
Father of our Englijh Poets, the great Chaucer. 

Mr. John Dennis. 

A Gentleman now living, born in the Year i6^j. 
and Son of an eminent Citizen of London. 
He had his firft Education at Hamm en the 
Hill, iindtr the pious and learned Mr. H/illiam 
Horn; having with him as School-Fellows, tiie late 
Lord Francis Seymour, afterwards Duke of Sonte)'fet, 
the prefent Dake of Sovterfet his Brother, and fcveral 
others, who have lincc made no incontidcrablc 
Figure in the World. He rcmov'd from Harrow, to 
Caitii College in Cambridge, where he took the Degrees 
of Batchclor and Mailer of Arts ; and afterwards, 
dcliring rather to improve his Miud than his Fci- 
tune, he faw France and Italy. In nis Youth he was 
very familiarly convcrfunt with fevcral Gentlemen 
aboat Tovvn remarkable for their Wic and Gall miry j 
and the Affcftion he always had for Poetry, and winch 

F a began 
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began in his very Infancy^ brought him acquainted 
vrith Tome of the mod celebrated Dramatick Writers 
of the Age, viz. Mr. Drjdeny Mr. Wychrley^ Mr. 
Cofigveve and Mr. Sout/jern. Mr. Dennis is excellent ac 
Pindarick Writings, pcrfcftly regular in all his Per- 
formances ; and a Perfbn of found Learning : And 
that he is Mailer of a great deal of Penetration 
and Judgment, his Criticifms, particularly on Sir 
Ridmrd Blachmres Prince Arthur^ fufficicntly dc- 
monftrate. He has oblig'd the World with the 
following Plays. • 

I. A Plot and no Plot ; a Comedy, aftcd at the 
Theatre Royal, itfpy. Dedicated to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Sunderland. This Play, I 
am informed, Mr. Dennis intended as a Satire upon 
the Credulity of the Jacobite Party at that Time ; 
and, as a certain Author has obfcrv'd, is exa6tly re- 
gular, and difcovers it fclf to be written by a 
Maftcr of the Art of the Stage, as well as by a Man 
of Wit. 

ILRiNALDo /?;/// Armida; a Tragedy, ac- 
ted at the Theatre in Lincolns-lm-Fields, 1699. Dedi- 
cated to the Duke of Ormond. 

111. Iphigenia,* a Tragedy, afted at the The- 
atre in Lincolus-hn-Fieldf^ 1700. 

HV. Ubertj AJferted ; a Tragedy, aftcd at the 
Theatre in Uncolm-hnr Fields^ by her Majcfty's Ser- 
vants, 1704. This Play is Dedicated to w4^///^o/yf 
Henley^ Efq; and was aded with very great Ap- 
plaufc. 

V. Appius ^wi Virginia ; a Tragedy, aftcd . 
at the Theatre Royal j Dedicated to Sidney Earl of 
GodJphin. 

VI. The Comical Gallant i IVith the Hnmmrs of Sir 
John Falstaff; a Comedy. Being an Altera- 
tion of Shakefpears Msny Wives of IVindfor. 

This 
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This Gentleman, in his Comedy, hath flicwa 
a great deal of Juftnefs, and Djlicacy of Re- 
flexion, a PIcafantnefs of Humour, a Novelty and 
DIflindion of Charadcrs, an admirable Conduft 
and Dcfign, and a ulcful Moral. When he firft be- 
gan to write Tragedy, he faw, with Concern, that 
Love had got the entire poffcflion of the Tragick 
Stage,* contrary to the Nature and Defign of Tra- 
gedy, the Pradice of Sophocles, Eur if ides, and our 
Countryman Hhakefpear. As his Intentions were more 
to get Reputation than Money, and to gain the Ap- 
probation of the Judicious and Knowing (which 
he lookM upon as a certain Earncft of future Fame) 
rather than of a Crowd of ignorant Spcdators and 
Readers ; he rcfolv'd to deviate a little from the 
reigning Pradice of the Stage ,• and not to make his 
Heroes whining Slaves in their Amours ; which not 
only dcbafcs the Majefly of Tragedy, but con- 
founds moft of its principal Charadcrs, by makii g 
that Paffion the predominant Qiiality in all ,• and 
which muft for ever make the prcfent and fucceeding 
Writers unable to attain to the Excellency of the 
Ancients : But lie did not think it advifeable ac once 
to (hew his principal Charadcrs wholly exempt from ' 
it, apprehending that fo great and fudden an Alte- 
ration might prove difagrceable ; he rather chofe to 
ftccr a middle Courfe, and to make Love appear 
yiplcnt, but at the .fame tinie to give way to the 
force of Reafon, or to the influence of fome other 
more noble Pafllon ; as in Rinaldoy it gives place to 
Glory; in Ipl^igenia, to Friendftiip ; and iw Libaty 
j^JJerud, to the publick Good. He tl.Ot.ght by 
thcfe means an Audience might be cntcrcainM 
and prepai'd for greater Alterations, whereby 
the Dignity of Tragedy might be fupported, 
and its principal Charaders juftly diftmguifh'd/ 
He has writ fcveral other Pieces both in Vcrle apd 

F3 Profi:, 
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Profc^ bcfidc his Dratnatick Works ; the chief of 
which, with Four of his Plays, are puWifh'd in Two 
Volumes OSlavo. 

Wr. Thomas Dilke. 

HTHIS Author was fomecime a Student of Oriel 
OUige in Oxford^ afterwards he went into the 
Army, and quirted the Camp for the Theatre. He 
writ the Three following Plays. 

•^I. Tl^ Lever* s Duk; a G)medy, afted at tlie The- 
atre in Jjttk Lincolm-Imt-Fields^ i6p6. Dedicated 
to the Right Honourable the Lord Raby. This 
Play was aded with general Applaufc ; tho* moft of 
the Charaftcrs are but Copies, Sir Nicholas Purfiew^ 
from the Antiquary of Marmien; Goofandelc% from 
Mr. Crowns Sir Citurtly Nice, and Sir George Eiherege^s 
Sir Fofliag Flutter. 

II. 7he City Lady^ or Folly Reclaim di a Comedy, 
afted at tlie Tlieatre Royal, 169-]. 

\ III. 'the Pretenders, or The Towt Unmoilid; a Co- 
medy, afted at the Theatre in Little ,Littcolns'hn- 
Fields. Both thcfc Plays were unfuccefsful in the 
Rcprcfentation. 



Mr. Thomas Dqgget^ 

fT* HIS excellent Comedian has lately quitted the 
Stage, to the great Concern of all Admirers of 
Humour. He has tjivcn us one Play ; calfd, 
• The Country IVake ; a Comedy; attcd at the New 
Theatre in Little Liiiul::i'Ln-FieUUy by his Ma/eftyfs 
'''•'••• - ' • * Servants, 
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Servants, 1696. Dedicated to the I)vkc o( Ormond. 
This Play was aftcd with Applaufc. It has fincc 
been rcdiicM to a Farce of one A&, which is the 
bed Entertainment of the kind belonging to the 

Erigli/b Theatre. 

gg 0QGQG30COC0OQQQ£0CX)0CS00C3C gg 

cs^^ir^JoHN Dover. , 

A Gentleman of Gra/s-Lm, who liv'd in the Reign 
^ ^ of King CharUf II. He prefented the World 
with one Play ; call'd, 

Tf^ Roman Generalt, or T%e Diftrefs^d Ladies^ a Play 
written in Heroick Vcrfc, 169 j. Dedicated to the 
Right Honourable the Lord Brook. Mr. Lafighain 
tells us this Play was never afted. For the Ploc, fee 
Plutarch's Lives of Cafar and Pomfej^ Lucan^ &c. 

Dr. James Drake. 

TTHIS Author was a Member of the College 
* of Phyficians, and Bred at Gonvile and Cains 
College iii Cambridge. He writ one Play ; call'd, 

Ihe Sham Lawyer, or 7*he Lucky E:itravagant ; a 
Comedy, afted at the Theatre Royah itfpy. This 
Play is for the moft part borrowed from two Plays 
of Fletcher, I'/je Sfanijb Curate, and IVa without 
Moiiey I but it did not meet with Succcfs. 
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John Dryden, Efq] 

MR. Dryden was by Pefccnt a Gentleman of 
a good Family in Nortbamftofrjbtre ; and 
boni, * as he himfelf fays, in a Village belonging to 
tlie late Earl of Exeter in that County, He had his 
Education at IVtftminJler School (being King's Scholar 
there) under the learned Dr. Bmby j and in the Year 
1650. he was elcftcd from thence to X^init) College^ 
Ciimbiidge; where he purfu'd his Studies, with his 
worthy Friend Sir pyUliam Botvyer of Denhain Court. 
It may be prefumM his Genius did not lead him early 
to Poetry, by reafon he was above x\yc Age of Thirty 
before he obligM the World with his fir ft Dramatick 
Performance ; but when once h9^'appear'd, he wa? 
in^xhauftible, like Springs a l^ng time colleding, 
which form a Stream not eafily to be drain'd. 

He dcferv'd, in moil of his Writings, the higheft 
Applaufe ; and norwithftanding he was generally 
very much carefs'd by the generous Part of Man- 
kind, yet he was fcldom refpefted beyond his Merit. 
His Dramatick Pieces, tho' by fome Criticks 
cfteem'd the moft incorrcft of his Performances, arc, 
with regard to their Number, equal to the Produc- 
tions of any Ancient or Modern Writer ; which oc- 
cafion'd his Advancement to be Poet Laureat to 
King Jawes 11. neither was he Icfs eminent in Profc, 
he being at the fame time Hifloriographer to that 
Prince. 

Mr, Drydrn was not only a voluminous Dramatick 

Writer, but alio a very juil one in moft of his Pcr- 

' . : . , ./ formances: 
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f^ Knowledge than he was Communicative of it : 
" But then his Communication of it was by no 
" means Pedantick or imposed upon the Convcrfa- 
f* tion ; but juft fiich, and went fo far, as by the na* 
y tural Turns of the Difcourfc in which he was 
" engaged, it was ncceflirily promoted o)r requir'd. 

•* He \^as cxtrcam ready and gentle in his Cor-^ . 
** region of the Errors of any Writer, who thought 
f^ fit to confult him; and full as ready and patient 
f^ to admit of the Reprchenfion of others, in rc- 
" fpeft of his own Overfight or Miftakes. He was 
" of very cafy, I may fay of very pleafing Accefs, but 
** fomewhat flow, and, as it were, diffident in his 
" Advances to others. He had fomething in his ' 
" Nature that abhorr*d Intrufion into any Society 
"- wharfocver. Indeed it is to be regretted that he 
" was rather blaraeablc in the other Extream ; for 
** by that means, he was pcrfonally lefs known ; 
" and confcqucntly his Gharafter might become 
" liable both to Mifapprehcnfion and JMifreprcfcn- 
•*' ration. 

** To the befl of my Knowledge and Obferva- 
^* tion, he was, of all Men that ever I knew, one 
** of the moft Modcft, and the moft eafily to be 
f^ difcountcnanc'd in his Approaches, either to his 
" Superiors or his Equals." 

This is the Pcrfbnal Charafter of Mr. Dryden^ 
given by Mr. Cc^revc; and his Talents in Poetry, and 
extcnfivc Capacity, can no way be more elegant- 
ly and particularly illuflrated, than in the Continua- 
tion of that Gentleman's Encomiums upon his dc* 
ceafcd Friend ; which is as follows : 

** As to Mr. Drydens Writings, I (hall not take 
f' upon me to fpcak of them ; for to fay little of 
** them, would not be to do them right; and to fay 
** all that I ought to fay, would be to be very Vp- 
" luminous. But I may venture to fay^ in general 

r Terms, 
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^ Terms, that no Man hath written in our Lan^ 
^ guage fo much and fo various Matter, and in To 
'* various Manners, fo well. Another thing 1 may fay 
•• was very peculiar to him; which is^ that his Pitts 
•* did not declitoe with his Years : But that he was 
** an improving Writer to his laft, even to near 
•* Seventy Years of Age ; Improving even in Fire 
** and Imagination, as well as in Judgment ; witncf^ 
•• his Ode onSt.CVfi///j'/ /J^v,and his Fables his laft 
•• Pcrfcrmarxcs. 

'^ He was equally excellent in Verfe and in Profc : 
•• His Profc had all tb.c Clearncfs imaginable, to- 
** gethcr with all the Noblenefs of Expreflion, all 
^ the Graces and Ornaments proper and peculiar 
•* to it, without deviating into the Language or Die* 
*' tion of Poetry. 1 make this Obfcrvation only to 
" diftinguifh his Srilc from that of many Poetical 
*' Writers, who meaning to write harmonioufly in 
" Profc, do in truth often write meer Blank Verfc. , 

" His Verfification and his Numbers h. could 
" learn of no Body : For he firft pollefs'd thofc Ta- 
•* lents in perfcftion in our Tpnguc : And they who 
** have bcft fuccccded in tlicm fincc his Time, have 
** been indebted to his Example ; and the more they 
" have been able to imiratc him, the better have 
" ihey fuccccded. 

" As his Stile in Profe is always fpecifically dif- 
•* fcrent from his Stile in Poetry ; lb on the other 
" hand, in his Poems, his Diition is, wherever 
** his Subject requires ir, fo Sublime, and fo truly 
•* Poetical, that its Elfcncc, like that of pure Gold, 
** cannot be deftroy'd. Take his Vcrfes and dj- 
** vcft them of their Rhimes, di(joint them in their 
** Numbers, tranfpofe their Exprelfions, make what 
" ** Arrangement and Difpofition you pleafe of his 
** Words, yet fliall there eternally be Poetry, and 
** fcmething which will be fouiul incapable of being 
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^' rrffolv'd into abfolutc Profc ; an inconteftable^ 
" Cliaraderiftick of a truly Poetical Genius. 

** I will fay but one Word more in general of his 
" Writings; which is, that what he has done in any 
*Vonc Species, or diftinft kind, would have been fur* 
** ficient to have acquired him a great Name. If he 

• ** had written nothing but his Prefaces, or nothing 
" but his Songs, or his Prologues, each of thcni 
** would have intitled him to the Preference and 
" Diftinftion of excelling in liis kind. 

Mn Congreve^ out of the t^ocd Nature peculiar to 
him, has given this fliiningCharaftcr of Mr. Z)ry/it»'s 
Talents ; which, by all impartial Readers, muft be 

'Tallow'd to be no Icfs juft than afledionate. Mr. 
Dryden v:as the Darling of the Mufes^ andfurfafsd aJt 
ether Writers of his Time^ as Fire dues aB othtr Elements ^ 
and in a Copy of Vcrfcs fcnt to him by ^i.Congreve^ 
on his Tranflation of Perfipn^ are the following 

* Lines; which not only demonftrate the very great * 
Merit of Mn Dryden^ but fhew the moft confum- 
mate Wit and Judgment of the Author. 

Old StOick Virttiey clad in ittgged Lines^ 
Polijijd by yotiy in modern Brilliant Jhinesi 
And 05 bejore, for Pcrlius oar Efieem 
7o his Antiquity uxtapaid^ not him : 
So now^ whatever Praifefrom us is due, 
Belongs not to 0/^ Pcrfius, but the New. 
For ftiB cbfane to us, no Light he gives ; 
Dead in himfelf in you alone he lives. 
So ftubbom Flints their inward Heat conceal, 
^ ^'fill Art and Force th* unwilling Sparks reveal: 
But thro' your Skilly from thofefmall Seeds ofFtre 
Brigljt Flames arife, which never JbaB expire. 
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i Mn AJdifat^ in his Account of the En^HJh ?octsi 
writ in the Year i6pj. gives this Charattcr of Mr. 
Dr)iiens Writings in general. 

But fee where nrtfui Dry dm next appears ^ 
Gr&wn old in Rhtme^ but charming evn in Tears. 
' Great Dry den next ! w/jofe tunejul Mufe affords 
Thefwceteft Number s^ and th fittefl liAnds. 
Jl/lmlxrin Comtek Sounds or Iragick Airs 
Sh forms her Voiie^ Jke moves our Smiles or Tears. 
Jf Satire, or Heroick Strains y fie writes. 
Her Hero fleafes, and her Satire bites. ^ ' 

From Ijer no harjh tmartful Numbers fall. 
She wears aUDnJfes, andjbe charms in all. 

I come now to his Plays, wherein I (hall be as 
concifc as may be ; but withal take notice (in the 
fame manner as I do of all others) from whom 
he has borrowed any part of his refpedive Perfor- 
mances. 1 begin in their Order of Time. 

!• T'he IVdd Gallant ; a Comedy, written in the 
Year 1669. and afted at the Tiieatre Royal. This 
was the firft Attempt which Mr. Dryden made in 
Dramatick Poetry; and met with fo httle Succcfs 
in the Adion, that if he had not had a peculiar 
force of Inclinatioii to writing, he would have been 
fufficichtly difconrag'd from any farther Progrcfs ; 
^ for this Play indeed made no Promifes of that great 
Man he was afterwards to be. 

11. I'he Indian Emperor, or T'he Conquefl of Mexico 
by tlje Spaniards, being the Sequel of th Indian Qiieen ; 
a Tragi-Comcdy, attedat the Tiieatre Royal, 1670. 
This Play is writ in Heroick Vcrfc, and has ap- 
peared on the Stage with great Approbacion. For 
the Story confult Lopez^ de Gaimre. Hift, general de las 
Lica5 & de Conqur/ia de Mexico. De Biy America pars 9. 
L 7. Ogilbys America, chap. 3. fail. 10. Mariana de 

Reb. 



Dramatick Poits; ^9 

Reh. Hifp. lib. 26. cap. 3. Sir Paul Ricaufs Hifl of 
Peru. 

III. An Evenings Love^ or TVjt Mock Aflreloger ; a 
Comedy, 1671. aftcdatchc Theatre Royal; Dedi- 
cated to the Duke of Newcnfik. The principal 
Plot of this Play is built on CalJervnt El Aftrolpgo 
fiigido. And the Play is, for the moft part, taken 
from Cwneilles le feint Jflrohgne^ Moliere*s Defetit 
Amoreux^ and les Precieufcx Ridicules ; Qfiinnul^t 
VAmmt Jndifcret. And fomc Hints from Shake-^ 
ffear. 

IV. Marriage A-la^mode ; a Comedy, itfyg. ac- 
ted at the Theatre Royal ; Dedicated to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Rochefter. The ferious 
Part of this Play is founded on the Story of Seftfiris 
and Tiwareta in Grand Cyrm, part 9. look 3. The 
Charafters ofPalamede and Rodophil fcem to be taken 
from the Story of Tyriamljes and Parthetiia^ in the fame 
Romance, p. 6.b. i. Melauthus making Love to JD^ 
ralice from Les Comes D^OieuiUe^ part i. pag. 13. 

V. Amhoyna ; a Tragedy, adtcd at the Theatre 
Royal, 1673. The Plot of this Play is chiefly "^ 
founded on Hiftory ; being an Account of the 
Cruelty of the Dutch to our Country-men in Ainbor^ 
nay A.D. 1618. For which fee StuLht^ I^AinkysHii- 
tory of Man, //i. 4. c. 10. The Rape of ^/^/Wj; 
by Ilarmnn^ is built on a Novel of Cynthais Gyraldi^ 
Deca. 5. Nov. 10. 

^VI. T'he Mifiahen Hniband ; a Comedy, 167%. 
ai5^cd at tlie Theatre Royal. This Pby is in the 
nature of Farce ; or, as the French term it, Bajje 
Come die. *Tis writ on the Model of P^//wiV iW>* 
nechmi. Mr. Dryden was not the Author of this 
Play, but he added a valuable Scene to it, 

VII. Aurenge-Zebe, oiT^he Great Mogul \ a Tra* 
gedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1676. Mr. Lang;^ 
haln determines, that the Characters of Amenge-ZtU 

and 
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aiid Ncurmahal art borrow'd from SenecnsPhadra and 
Hippoljtm: But as a Jattcr Writer obfervcs, there's 
nothing alike through their whole Story, only theLove 
of a Son-in-law, and his Aver/ion ; but that does by 
no mean^ cohftitute the Charaftcr (which is a thing , 
Mr. Lcujgbain fcems never to underftand) Hipfolytus 
has an Avcrfion to Love, Amenge-Zde is in Love, and 
much more police j Hippvlytm was a Hunter, and 
AuYa2ge-Zebe a Warrior': 7V&//rw<i/W is a degree be- 
yond the Lewdncfs of cv n Senecas Phxdra, who 
degenerated extremely from her Original in Eurh 
fides; and, indeed, (hews none of her Qualities but 
Revenge for Difappointment in Love. Air. Dr)den 
is blam'd by the Criticks for this Line. 

Tet her alone let not y cur T'hunder feize. 

The Beauty of Seneca s Expreffion, Me veiox cremet 
tranfaclni ignis (which it mull be confefs^d ^ is borrowed 
by Mr. Dryden) is loft in this Tranflation; for (tvir 
ing is tob calm and impotent a Word to exprefs the 
force of a Thunder-bolt. But this feems to be the 
cfteft only of writing in Rhime, and not thro* any 
want of Judgment. 
. Vin. Tke Tetnpefty or the Inchamed Ifland ; a Co- 
medy, afted at his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Tories . 
Theatre, in the Year KJytf. This is only an Altera- 
tion of one of Shakefpear*s Plays, by Sir li^tlliam 
D^Avinant and Mr. Dryden^ as is acknowledged by the 
Author. Tho' Mr. Langbain^ in many places, at- 
tacks Mr. Dr)den for ungrateful Treatment of his 
Prcdcceflbrs ; yet he fays here, 'tis to hisPraife that 
he fo much commends his deceased Brother. 

IX. Feign d Innocence^ or Sir Martin Mar-all ; a 
Comedy, afted at the Duke of TQr)iS Theatre, 1678. 
The Foundation of this Play \% originally French^ 
which feems to be the reafon that Mr, Dryden has 

not 
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•ftot affix'd his l^amd to it: • Thcgrcatcftpartof the 
Ploty and fomebf the Language of Sir Martin^ is 
taken from QuinduU^i VAmam indifcret^ The Indijcrtet 
^^Lover^ and M^iiere^i VEftourHL fVarntr^s playing eta 
the Lute infiead of his Mafier ; and his being fur* 
priz'd by his Folly, kom JFirmaron, /. 7. Old Mocdj 
and Sir Johns b^irigfct up in their Altitudes, from 
Shaker ly Marmions Antiquary. ... 

X. "iheAjpgnatm^ot Ijfue in a Nunnery ; a Conicdy, 
idcd at the Theatre Royal, 1678: This Play is 
Dedicated to Sir Charles Sdtey^ and fucceedcd but 
ill in the Reprefentation. Several of the Incidents 
and Charafters are borrowed: TheCharafterof the 
Dake of Mantua^ Frederick and Lucretia, from On- 
Jianct the fair Nun, Annals of Love^ /. 81. Aureliaj^, 
Cdmithy Laura and Violetta, from Hcdrron^s Comical 
Romnr^ce. Benito's Affcftation of Mufick, from Qui^ 
naults jfadolety in his Comediefans Comedte ; Pt-onton/s 
throwing Water on Laura, from Les Comes di At de 
la Fbmaiue, fart i. Nov. tt.fi 74. 

XL The State of I/tnocence, ot The Fall of Man; m 
Opera, i6j8. This Opera is taken (vomAIiltcns Pa^ 
radifelojii and is Dedicated to her Royal Higlmefs 
the Dutchefs- Mr. Dryden is accused by forhe Crititks 
of Abfurdity in this Performance 1 as hii making 
Lucifer before the World was made, or ar leatt the 
Devil knew any thing of its Form, Matter, ot 
Viciditudes. But this Piece is commended in a 
Copy of Verfes written by Mr. Lee ; and the Author 
has prefixt an Apology for Heroick Poeti'y and Po- 
etick Licence. ' 

XII. The Conquefl of Oranadn by the Sfdnidrds^ Two • 
Parts ; a Tragi-Comedy, aftcd at the Theatre 
Royal, i6y8i Thcfe Plays are Dedicated to his 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of York, and Iiave been 
adcd with very great Applaufc. Mr. Langbain tells 
us^ that the main Plot^ Thoughtsand Characters of 
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Jhefc FlAys arc borroip'd froQi Fi^xrC/fr and «^a»/)!& Ro* 
'farces, as Alm^hidt^ Gnwi CytM^ Ibrahim^ and <?»/• 
./iz(i»; anddelccnds to Particulars too mim<rrous to 
li;u'c place in this Trcatifc.; But tho* Mr. JLangbain 
Ss of Opinion^ that the. Oi^Ltz&cx.oi Almamor is 
^ \Qry like PoKce de Lecu^ in 4lniahtd$\^ ypt Almanx^r 
fccms rather to be a Copy of the Achilles of Horner^ 
ill undcrflocd. 'Tis no wonder that the Succcfs of 
thtfe JPlays rous'd the Envious, and introduced very 
particular and barbarous Criticifm^, cfpcciallv of 
Mr. Lai*gbahii when 'tis not long lincc one of the 
fincft Writers of the prcfcnt Age, met with the 
fame ungeiierous Treatment, upon obliging the 
Town with a beautiful * Performance, . And I 
think .die fingic Confidcration of Mr. Drydens ha- 
ving prcduc'd fix Dramatick Performances in one 
. Year, is fufficicnt to attpne for inconfiderable Thefts, 
and trivial Irretjularitics. 

Xm. AH }W Lim^ or T:U WiirU weU kft^ 
a Tragedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 1678,. 
Dedicated to the Earl of Danby. This Play is writ- 
.ten in Iniitation of Shakefj>ear*s Stile ;. and chiefly 
taken from his Amhity and Cleopatra. , For the 
Plot fee Plutavil}^ Life of AnOmy^ Smoniffi in Aug- 
Diyn. C^jjhtii lib, 48, 51. Oiofutu lib. 6. c. 7. 
"^ XIV. Tyramiick L^ve^ or 'the Royal Martyr; a 
Tragedy, adcdac thciThvatre Royal, 1679. This 
JPiay is Dedicated; to the mod illuftcious . Prince 
.^Mnei Duke of Monmouih ; and is written in Heroick 
.Verfe. The Plot of this Tragedy, Mr. Langbaih 
fays, is founded on Hiflory, Zopnm^^ lib. 4. Sor 
oates^ hb. J. c. i^HerodiaH^ I. 7* (j S^.^JuL Capit. in 
yit. Max. Jan. - . . • : 

; XV.' T R 01 Lus andCKtssiDA, or Truth fcmd 
fut m late i a Tragedy, a£ted at the Duke's Theatre, 

* ■ . * * Air. AdJiibn^i Catq; 
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-piece, ihebrory 
found in C/jaucer!sTrotlH6 and Crejjida. This Play is 
Dedicated td die Eiirl o( Sunderland ; and has dT^c- 
facc prcHx^d^ . containing the Grounds of Cricicifoi 
in Tragedy:,'. *\ '. , ' .: 

XVI. Oedipus /T/uff cfTheUii a Tragedy, 
afted at the Dnk* <jf Tork i Theatre^ ltf7P- It wak 
written by Mr, f)ryden and Mr. Ue. This Tragedy 
is cftecm'd one of the beft we have, extant: Tfi'erc 
are many Thmgs taten. from [Sop/?och ; and if the 
Authors had followed SofMes yet c'lpfcr, in Uic Opir 
niori of the bcft Judges, it had ccrcainlv exceeded 
tlie bell of our other Modern Pli^si fo (ar are they 
from being accused as Plagiarieis here. Oediptas Kcr 
iifh of an Enibrace of jfoca/la^ after fie had fled frpir^ 
his Crown and pull'd out his Eycs^ is judged an Ir- 
regularity. : . r . ^ . • (s 
, XV II. Secret L(n^e, or 'fh' Maiden Qtteen ; a Tragi-; 
Comedy^ afted at the Theatre Royal, 1^79.' liic 
ferious part of the Plot i% founded on the Hifiory of 
Chduliue Qiieen of Cw'/wA, />.' 7. b. 7, The Cha- 
racters of Celadon^ FLriwely OUnda, and Sabindy arc 
borow'd froih* the Hiflory of Pififiratm and Ce- 
Yintha ip Grand C)>TiU p, ^- ^. J. and the FiencAMzt^ 
tii\islvomJbra/}im.\p,2.b.i. . / ,. 
; XVIII. T/je Rival Ladles ;' i Tragj-pomed/i 
afted at the Theatre Royal, 1679. ,, This Play is 
Dedicated, to the Right Honourable /J'^^rjEarl of 
OnerYy in the naturi? of a Preface, written in Defence 
of Ei^iglijh . Vctfe. Mr. D>;>i^;/ alledges that this Play 
was hxii written by the late Lbraj6«ti/^;/*y?, after- 
wards Earl of .Dorftf: but MX'LfW^bain aflirms that 
Mr, T/jomcu Ni)ttvn wrote the threchrit A6sof it, and 
that not ill Rliirae, but in Blank Vcffe. The DiP- 
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puce betwixt AmiJio and Hypi^lito^ and Ccnfaha's 
fighting with the Pyratcs, is borrow'd from Encolpiuu 
Ghm^ Eumoljpus and Tejphenas J)6arding the Vcflel 
of Lycas^ in Petronius Arkiter ; and the Cataftrophe 
r^fcmbles Scarrm's Rival Brothers. 

XIX^. The kind Kee^^ or Mr. Limbexham; 
z Comedy, sftcd at the Duke's Theatre, itfSo. 
Mr. Faimiys Difcovcry oiLwe-aU in the Chcft ; fee 
Cjmhio Gjraldi^ p. 1. Dtc. J. iVl J. JAxs. Brainjick'% 
pricking and pinching him, fee Triumph of Love emer 
Fortune ; a Novel. 

XX. The Spanijh Fryar^ or The Douhle Difcovery ; 
a Tragi-Q)mcdy, adcd at the Kifig's Theatre, 
1 68 1. Here Mr. Langbain rails at Mr. Dryden vehe- 
mently, for his Charadter of Dominick^ a Satire on the 
Romijh Pricfts only, which he would have extend to 
the Qergy in general of all Opinions. The comical 
Parts ot LorenxA and Elvira^ are founded on a Ko* 
vcl, called TAe Pilgrimage i written by MonfieurJ^ 
JBremcnd. • 

XXI. The Duke of Guife, a Tragedy, aftcd at 
the Theatre Royal, itfSj. The Plot is taken from 
Davila^ Mezeray^ and other Writers in the Reign of 
Mnry III, &c. For the Story of Malicorn the Con-' 
Juror, read R'Jfet's Hifioires Tragiquei en la vie ie 
Canope^ p. 449. Mr. Lee affifted Mr. Dryden in the 
compoiing of this Play. 

XXII. Albion arid Albanus; an Opera^ 
performed at the Queen's Theatre in Dorfet-Garden, 
1685, The Subject is wholly Allegorical, and ex- 
pofed the Lord Hbafteibury and his Adherents* 

XXIII. Don Sebastian King of Portugal; a 
Tragedy, atrcd at the Theatre Royal, in the Year 
1690. This Play, Mr. Langkain informs us, is one 
of the beft of Mr. Dryden s^ and was adcd with 
g.eat Applaufc. It is founded chiefly on a Femh 
Kovel of the fame Name. 
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:: XXlV/k% .ArthVv OT X^Bri^jhWmby ; 
i Tragedy, aftcd at the Theatre iri Dtnrfet Garden; 
i6pi. Dedicated to tlic Marquw of Halifax. This 
PJay confifis more of Singing and fine Scenery, thaa 
of Excellency in the Drama. The Incidents arc extra-! 
vagant, and Mr, Drjdens great Genius fhines very 
little in it. T%e Inc/jtamd fVovd^ and Ofmon^s Art^ are 
borrowed from "taffo ; and the fabulous Story of 
Kinc Arthur^ you may read itiGeofry of Monmouth. 
XXV» Amphitrton, or The Two SociaV; 
a Comedy ,• afted at the Theatre Royal/ idpi. 
Dedicated to Sit Lrvifon Gotuer^ Bart. It is takea 
froin Plautms Play of tiie fame Name. 

XXVI. CiioM^ENES, 7fj€Sfa}tan Htro; a Tra- 
gedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1691. This Play 
was aftcd with great Applaufc, notwithflandyig it* 
was mifrcprcfcnted by tome of Mr. Drydcns Ene- 
mies at Court. The Plot, the Author owns, istakeir 
from Plutarch y but to the Story he has added the 
LovQ of Ciiffandra for Clecmenes^ and has given him 
a Second H^fe. See more oiCleomenes in Polybius and 
CorneliHs Nepos. 

XXVII. Ljyvi Triilmfhantf fit Nature will prevail; 
a Tragi-Comedy, . aftcd ,ac the Theatre Royal, 
1694. Dedicated to the Right Honourable James 
Eavl of Saliibttrj^ ^c. This Pla/ liad not fo good 
Succefs as many of Mr. Z?ry^f« s met with ; but in 
fcveral Parts the Genius of that great ManH>reaks 
oiit, efpccially in the Scene of the Difcovery of 
Alphonfo's viftorious Love, and'thc laft Scene, where ' 
the Cataftrophe is extremely moving. In the 

, Epiftle Dedicatory to this Play, Mr. Dryden ifti- 
\ form'd us, that ic was the laft he intended for the 
1 Theatre. Thcfe his Dramatical Works are lately 
I re-printed in Six Volumes 1 2^ and Dedicated iq 
I the Duke of AVuwy?/?, by Mr. Congreie, 
j " G 3 Thus 



Tlws Mn ZTrji^ in^ the fpa.c<; cf jj Tears,, (bct 
fides his other numeroqsPoetieal Writings) produc'U 
27 PJays; and 'tis generally bbfervy,that many of his 
I>r?^iatical Pcrfci;rp^ancessre Airy. t9?i Degree, and 
bordpr ppon Dbfccnity : In anfwcr to which I hjivp, 
frcqvently heard it pflerV in his Favour, that his 
>Ieceflici*c8 obliged him to a Conflancy of writing 
for the Entcrtairimpnt of the . Town, the Taflc of 
whicli was very much dcprav'd j and that he has de-- 
Cbr'd he ncvcj: writ but orjc .Prajpaticl; Pice? 
to pl^if- himfclfi in his whole Life i which I thjnk 
is rcfatv*d ^o be, his Sfanijb Fof^^9 'Or 7 he. DouUe 
X>ff cover). ...,.'* 

, He died at Umdcn^ ia the Tear 1700. and in the 
67:!^ Year of his Age. He was buried at H^eflminr 
fier : And tlic prcfent Duke of Newca/lle^ out of lus 
CNtcnfive Liberality, and unprecedented Eftecni for 
Mcrir, has lately order'd a noble J^onbmcnt to b^ 
ercftcd over his Remains. ' ' , , 

^ QCDCG(OG0CDCQOCQg^G qOC POC0O0 ^ 

TWa T o h n D r' V d e Nf Junior. 

ASpn of tfrc great "Mrl PofUn/^ J^e yretit e^rJy 
.to ^owitf, where he jwas cnt?rtain*d by th^ 
Pope, as one of the Gentlemen pf hi?4.'Pcd-Ch;im'» 
per. He wiotc one Play. . /, ,, .'n - . . .: 
7he Hntbnvd (m oivti Cuchld ; 4 Comedy, A^ted' a^ 
the TJicatre Royal in, Little Lw^ohsrlfm-FieUs^ i<JpV. 
^Dedicated to'^j^hc Right, H6noiira)t)l5'^ir\^^^ 
J{iju:ard, - This Plr^v is iiitrdduc'd with, a Preface 
jA'ntten by ms Father. ,. 1. .. ! .♦ 

■ -i ' . .. ■/ .1.'-:. » ...i i .■: r . ;.....ir 
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•i i Ma-^-T h o m a sD U F P E T. * vx 

THIS^AutWvrki a Milliner in theNeu>Ex;' 
chaHgjhi '\kit his -Genius leading him to Po^ 
ctry (particularly; low Comedy), he ,: wrote foiir 
Dramatick Pieces, n . ^ . / . / ^ 
W. The Sfaniji) Hcgue; a Comedy,* aftcd at the 
Theatre Royal, « i(y74« D.-dicatcd to Madam /?//- 
ai:or Gvayn. By Mr, Lartghain% Remarks on this Play, 
it fliould be Hcrcick Verfc, which is very unufual 
in Comedy ; and tho' it is one of the bcft of this 
Author's, yet it had but indifierent Succefs. 

IL The Mock Tentfe/l, or Tl^e InchMted Caflle ; a 
Farce, afted at. the Theatre Royal, i6^6^ This 
Piece was purpofcly writ in a Burlefque Scile ; and 
dcfign'd to draw Spectators from the other. Theatre^ 
there being, at that Time, a great refort thither, ta 
fee the Play, reviv'd, caU'd Tlje Tempeft. It is in-r 
tcrmixt with fo much Scurrillity, that when it wai 
prcfcnted at the' Theatre in Dublin^ fevcral Ladies 
and Perfons of the bcft Qiiality, quitted the Houfe i 
Such Ribaldry, according to Horace, plea/ing iionc 
but the Rabble. ..'::. 

* '' »• * ■ ' . . 

Ofenduntur euim, quibmeflequHi, & fnter^ (Jlra : 
. Nl'c fi quidfriEii ciceris probata & tmcis emptor^ / i 

jEquii accifiunt animis^ dmtantve Corona. _ , . ,* 
- i '•. > Hor.de Art. Poet. 

.' ; V - . . \. -. .. ' 1: . . .'. ^ ••;. >'^ 

.:ni. Beauties Trifiwph'; aMafquc, leyiS. prefen- 
tcd by the Scholars of Mr. Banijl^r and Mvi^Hart, 
at the Boarding Sdiool at Qhelfej;. /v . . . : . 
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IV. PsTCHH Detauch'd; a Comedy, or MocJ: 
Opera, aded at the Theatre Royal, 1^78. Thit 
is a Burlefqueon ShadwelUs Pfyche^ as Was the abovib 
Meek Tempeft on the Tempeft^ or The hchanud IJland^ 
revived with Alterations from Shahfpear^ ^by Mr. 
Drjden. . ' 

. What Succeft both of them had, z%}JLuLangbiiin: 
obferves, may- be Icam'd from thcfe Lines ; • ' ' 

Th dun Burkfqui affeard with. Impudence^ '\ 

AndfkasUhj N^vehy, fir want of Senfe. * 

]5ut this kw Stuffy the 'fown'm lafi def^^^ 

And f corn d the Follj^ that they once hadfrik/d. 

.. . • -. . Boileiu'/Art;of Poet.; 

il4r. Thoma s Dy RFKx. 

THIS Gentleman t^as born in the County of 
DevcHy and was firft bred to the Law. . He 
has writ near Thirty Plays with various Succefs ; but 
be has this Satisfadion, that the greatell Part of 
them met with Approbation. ' His Excellency^ is 
Farce, which fhcws . itfclf in^ moft of his Dramatick 
Wori^i and he muft certainly be allowU a greater 
iMafler in the Gompofure of Songs, than at Theatri- 
cal Writings^ He has (hewn himfelf a notable Pla- 
giary in a great many of his Performances j and thg 
Plays he has publifli d are : ibllov 

Iv T'he Siege of Memphis, or Tiif ^^^t^ihitioPH Queeni 
a Tragedy,^ afted at the ^**heatre Royal, jtfytf. 
This Play met not with the Succefs. expeftcd. ' 
' IL Madam Fickle, or T'he IVmy Falfe One ; a 
Comedy, aftcd at the Duke o( Tories Theatre, 1677. 
Dedicated to his Grace the Duke of Orntoitd. This 
Play is compiled from feveral other Comedies ; Old 
Levey from Veterano in Murmfon^s Antiqua.y ; Zechiet's 
creeping into the Taverii-^ulb, and lilhutys being 

,.-.:: drunk 



ixvivk under it, &c. from Sir^Revereua Lamard,Md 
'Pim^llfin JJlmpan and ffogfden Walb, Scc'aUb a 
Jflay writ b'y Mr. Marflm ; callM, 7fe Fwm. , 
• ntTrkkfn^Triik^ pi Tl>€ Debauched tiyf^ 
Comedy, aftcd at the' Theatre Royal, 1678,' Thi$% 
'is o.ily orie of Fletcher's play$, call'd, htonfieHr 
Tiiomas^ reviv'd. - ' - ^ . ' ' ^ ' * ' 

lVVTbeFooltumdf:rhicki a Comedy, aftedai 
the Theatre Royal, *i6ni.[ Several of the Charac^! 
tcrs of this Play arc borrowed ; a^ Old H^tne-Ln/e^] 
Trim Md SmnS fl^t/Cccm^io be taken from aW 
jifouiiy and Balio^ in Rahdolph^s Jealow Lovers. 

* V. 7%e fd»d /lHiha}7d,'or The Plotting SftersiX, 
Comedy, aftcd at' the Duke of T&tIls Theatre, 1*78.^ 
This is cdeem^d one of the beft of Mr. Durfe/t^ 
ftays, and was afted with Applaufe. " 

"' VI. Sqiiire QivS^?^ OX The Night Adventunrs i 
a Comedy, aftcd at the Duke's Theatre, 16J9. ^: 
veral Licidcius in tliis Play, are borrowed from Fran*^ 
cions Comic. Hijl. Boccace's Novels, IJs Comes de M. dt 
la Foiitaine. ' - ^ ' . 

• VII. tl}e J/srtuoHi IVifc^ or Good Luck at lafii a 
Comedy, aded at the Duke's Theatre, icio. Se- 
veral Hints arc taken from The Fauv, AJarriage 
A-ln-mode, 8cc. * • • 

WUL^S/VBarnaby Whxo, or Nbttnt lib 4 
Woman s i a Comedy, aded at the Theatre Royal» 
f68i. Dedicated to the Right Honourable C^roi^tf 
Earl of Berkeley. The Plot of this Play is taken 
from a Play of Matmivns j call'd, Tbt Fine Comjpn-^' 
nion I and part from The Double Cuckold^ a Novel, 
written by Monfieur Si, Bremoad. 

IX. "ih Royalifi ; a Comedy, afted at the Duke 
of Tork's Theatre, 16S2. This Pby met witn good - 
Succefs ; but ft is coflcfted chiefly from Novels. 
(^amilla's Trick of imp olwigSir Oliver Old Cut, for Sir 
Charles King-hve^ is borrowed from BiKcme's Novels^ 
\ ':..... . Day 



13aj y.-^w.-^p.- : ' And'tjic 56ftg of Hey BoysM ii^tt'ij 
Itolcn from an; Ecloguc'in 7/je i^jcfberd's Oracle. ' -^ ';^ 

X. 7Af /yVrV yVwa//, x>r The Fatal Wagex^i'X 
Tragi-CoiTiedy/ aAcd at the Theatre Royal, ji 68 z*. 
The Foundation of this Play Js entirely taken front 
Sbakefpea/^Qnihline.' ' ' - • ' '. J^' [ 

XI. A Cojnmonrv^ealth pf IVomen j a Tr^iComc- 
Ay^ adcd at the Theatre Royal, i6%6. Dc^diciited 
to the Di\ke pf Albemarle. This Play is bbrrow'd^ 
ftorvrFletclkri^Sta Voyage; arid is very ill written. '^ 

• XIL* Th Banditti, or A JjiAyvDljhefs ; a ConfiQ- 
dy afted at *the Theatre Royal,' i6S6. This Play 
licing opposed in the afting, by Pcrfons with Cat^. 
Calls ;' the Aiitl)or Dedicated it to ^ certain Knight„ 
iinder the* Tide of. The extrej^e IFiuyMid Judkitm^ 
Gemlentan, JSir CriuiL-Cat'Calti Plot from Do^i Fd/iife; 
& irfi. DmAntavo, /J)/Vgds'ttirning Banditti, &c. 
torro w'4 from Pipferollo in Sim leys Sifters. ' 

XIII. AFmoVs Ihefe.ment, or Tl>e Three Dules of 
Duijftable ; afted at the Queen's Theatre in Di/)fet' 
Garden, 1688. . Dedicated to Charles hoxA'Morfeth, 
in a faiiiiliar way, as if the Author were a Man of 
Quality. There are fcvcral Songs in this Play fet: 
by the ihgeniofts' *Mr. Henry Pu/ceL The whole 

' Play is little more than a Tranfcript of Fletcher's 
Ncbh Geiuknui>j, except one ISccnc, which is taken 
from a Novel V call'd. The Ilumctirs of Bajfet. 

XIV. J5///^ D'Ambois, or The Hu^barJ's Re\ 
vfiigei a Tragedy; aftcd at the Theatre Royal; 
I j5pi. Dedicated to Edward Earl of Carliftel Thi^ 
is a Play of Mr. Xlhapmans revis'd j and the Cha-- 

^ rafter of T^imyra, Mr. Durfey tells us, he has alter'd' 
fpr. the better. For the Story fee Thuanm ^ean (le 
Scrres & Aiezem)\ in the Reign of Hemy IJI. of 
Fance; and the particular Intrigv.d of jB/(//y with 
Tdmya in Kcf^etj \n hisHftohes'Ti^giques de N^ftre 

-• * XV. Lcze 



^t.Xyl lfivt^:Jw.\MQmi, or ,.%Ji$, ^^omdins^Scbof tin. 
Comedy, aftcdat the Theatre Royal, i^pi^ Dcy 
dicatcd to the, Right Honovr^|;>Ic Chavks Lord ViA 
count LaefdovLTfi Count cf the Sacrpd iicw^ Empire^ 
<i7ff This Play met wjth)0'ppcfition- in tjiQ firf^ 
pay's Reprcfentuipnj but npcjvKhftanding^ i(^ha4 
tolerable Saccds, The Plot, in general,, is f^iovf*^ 
to be his own. ;,. , , ; • • ,. ,r - ': f-> 

tU Right ; a Comcdy,vaded at the Tbeatrq RoyaJ^ 
1 6^1. Tfiis P!ay had not the Sucfeft thc{Autl]ior 
cxpcftcd ; but being reviv'diwith Alteratipns, It 
yras well received. ^ C v' ,; .'-':'^< 

V XVII. T'lie Marriage-Hater ^laiilyd j . a iComedy, 
afted at the Theatre Royal, .jiSpj, J)t^\caxt^xo 
: "^ames Duke, Marquis and Earl of Ormcpd, &c; ;Lii 
4 flattering Epiftle, the Author tells us this \% much 
the beft oh his Comedies. MT.Drgget was J&rft .?aL'ct^ 
notice of as an excellent Ador, tfom the admjrable 
Performance of his Part in this play. : :: I 
. XVIIL X^i Coinkal Hijlory of Dm Qui>5afr, 
Part /. aftcd at the Queen's Theatre in Dorfet 
Garden^ 169^ Dedicated to the Putcheft pf Ofj» . 
mond. This, play was aSqd with very -great Ag- 
plaufc. It is wiipUy taken from, the Spani^)^^Of 
mance of tba; Name, . ., j /.. . j i'^- - *. 

XIX. 'The Ccmkal Hiftory af Don Qu ix p r^Parf 
//. adcd at the Queen's Theatre, idp4. Dedica-* ' 
ted, by an Epiftic in Hcroick Yerfe, to the Earl of 
poyjet and Middlefc^. This' Play was like wife aded 
with Applaufj. \ ,^ ; ^ r" 

XX. f)on Qj; J X o T, Part fIL Jl^tb the A4arria^f 
cf Mary the liuxont^ 1696. Dedicated to Charla 
^iomague^ Efqj one of the Lords Commiffioners of 
the Treafury. This Play wanted Succcfs ; but.thc 
Author would pot allow its Dcfcits to be Cq cotor. 
fiows as they were rcprcfcntesl, Thefc two ^aft 

Plays 



$5 •' Lives attdChsnCten of the * 

Plays are alfo ]borrow'd from the: incbinparable 
CtrvMtes^ , '• ;,' ' * ^ 

• XXL 7if Litriguef tf Vcrfailhsi or' :< ^ih in all 
Hwftottrs ; a Coracdy^ adcd at the Theatre in Lin^ 
^olns'Lm-JPiMf^ 1697. ^ This Play likewifc had. not 
the Succefs the Author dcfir'd j for in his Epiftle to 
the two Sit Cbaries Sdleys^ he condemns the Taftc 
of the Town for not liking it, ^vhen they had ap-* 
prov'd others of his Plays ol Icfs Merit. The Thefts 
in this Play are numerous : Tornez.Yet Difguifc, and 
CoxoitBrifaclLS falling in Love with his Wife's Gal- 
lant in Woman's Qoaths, are borrowed from a 
Novel, entitled. The Double Cuckold; Vandcfins 
Charafter feems loht a Copy of Olivia in the Plain- 
Dealer^ and MirtiOa^ in Mrs Behh Play, called. 
The Amorom Jrlt. 

XXIL C V N TH I A W Endi M 10 N, ot 7^ Loves 
tf the Deities; a Dramatick Opera, afted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1697. Dedicated to the Right 
Honourable Henry Earl of Rummy. This Play was 
aded with Applaufe ; and the Author, in his Title 
Page, lets his Patron know, that the late Qneen 
Mary dcfignM to Honour this Off -ring of his Mufe. 
There are many Lines in this Play above the Genius 
which generally appears in the other Works of this 
Author; but he has. perverted the Charafters of 
Ovid^ in making Daphne^ the Chafte Favourite of 
Diana, a Whore and a Jilc ; and fair Spinx to lofe 
her Reputation, in the unknown ignominy of an en- 
vious, mercenary, infamous Woman. For the 
Story, fee Ovid's Metamorphofes, and Pfyche^ in the 
4th, jth, and dth Books of Lucim Afulein^s Golden 
Ap. 

XXIII. The Campaigners, oz Pleafant Adventures at 

Bintjfels ;• vsith a familiar Preface upcn a late Reformer 

%cf the Stage ; ending with a Satyrical Fable- of the Dog 

MdtbeOtter^ i6pZ^ This.Play is Dedicated to th4 

' '^ Right 



Engljfli Dram a t? re k P oi t s^ 9^" 

Right Honourable TWod Lord If^artmi aqd pan: 
of it is borro wU from a Kpvd i .call'd, iFfam/r JBi(p 

XXIV. Massianillo,^ or, AFifierman m 
Prince^ in 7w Pans j aAcd at the Theatre in Liit^ 
(olns-Inn-Fteldf, lyoo. Dedicated to 7%mas Lord 

"^ XXV. Tjie M/fcrif Prefbitf, or, iVhu H^/ /or 4 
Husband ; a Coriicdv. 

XX VI. T'Atf Old Mode and the New^ or Cmttiy 
Mifs itith her FiD'Moey z Comedy. " 

XX VIL Wonders in the Sun, or, Tie Kingdom ef 
Birds i a Comick Opera, pcrform'd at the Queens 
Theatre in the Hay-markets ' 



Mr^ Edward EcclestonJ> 

A Gentleman who wrote one Dvamatick PiecCi; 
of the fame Nature with Mr. Dryden^s &ate 
9f Innocence^ but very fhort of its ExceUencyi it it 
caird, * 

^okWs Floods or The Deftrufiim 0/ the World; 
an Opera, 1679. Dedicated to the Dutchels o£ 
Monmouth. This Play not felling according to the 
BookfcUcr's ExpcSation, appear'd after under two 
other* Titles, viz.. Tie Cataflafm, or General De* 
Uige of the World ; and 7%e Deluge, or 72^ J^firuSion 
of the World, with fevcral Ornamental Sculptures. 
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^4 - Livei and- Gharaftert- (^ihe-^ 

^. j?l4r^ RlCiiA.'iD ESTCOU.RT. . 

^ M ^HIS incbrnparaWc Comedian 'was born in 
* Gkucefterjbire I Coming up to London, he fcrv*d 
in Apprcnticelhip to ahApothccary in Hamn Gardeni 
and afterwards fct. up his Trade ; but hot meet- 
ing with the Encouragement he cxpeftcd, he went 
over to Leland^ and entered himfelF in the Company 
of Players belonging to the Theatre in Dublin. He 
had not been long there, before he became Eminent j 
and returning to England, he foon acquired the 
grcatcft Reputation. Sir Richard Steele gives him the 
Qharafter ot' an excellent Companion, one who v/a$ 
perfectly Matter* -of well turn'd Complements, as 
- well as fmart Repartees. * He died in the Year 
1 71 3. And the Dramatick Pieces he writ are Two 
in Kumber. 

I. 'Ths Fair Example, or "The Modljh Citizen ; a 
Cotncdy, a5ted at the Theatre Royal, 170^. This 
Play is Dedicated to Chrijtofher Rich, Efq; and was 
aftcd With Applaufe. 

IL pRVNtLLAi an Interlude, performed (be* 
twcen the A&s in the -AeA^^yyi/) at the Theatrd 
Royal. This is a Burlefque upcn the luiliaA 
Operas, -particiilirly Arfinae, Carhilln, itnd "fhimyris j 
wherein the inimitable Humour of the Author is va- 
riouily Ihewri^ - He lays his Scene in Covem-Garden j ^ 
which -he thus- dcfcribes : " Scene, A Hat piece of f^ 
••Ground without Hedge or Stile : The Profpcdt \ 
•* of- a Church in view, and Tonis Ofe^Hjufe at i 
• - . ..-.:—..-• - --••• *' diftanccv' 



». - • Ste more In the Spcflacor, Ntimb- 4S8. 
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Engliih Dn'iv^MJL^ttcK Ro'ESrs. ^ 

^•■tli/lancc.*' AM in his Burlcfque otiArfini^i SiUr 
iifrifcp, the Mercer's Man^ (ings tills Air^ jMixding t* 
a line one, fung by Mrs. Tofts in that Opera. . .. ' 

/: \ .0 Maid that artfofinei '»..• >..j^'-,;wt 

i /^::i\, To thee I fiiU incline; M i.ii o- i . . r /X 

J*-. ^ jiPrettier Lafs v:as never fien . k v..t .•.i 

>, - ,. 'Twx^ Dover ^«i r/jf Rhine; b:*r. i *• ; u[ 

71 V : Smh DaxJingfiOs wy Sigkt^' \\ j :; :: V •_>»; 

:. , ;. Like Flambeaus in the Night I .-V.^Ij •*. - .vi.{ 

!l1)iU Boijfires on a Holy^ay^ ^ ••'^T.:0 . : .V'^-»> 

f^rf i/«;er halffo bright^ 



t$Vr G E O R G E, E T H E R E G £• 

A Gentleman celebrated for his Wit.in the Rciga 
of King CharlesW Hisfirf! AppHcation^wcrc 
to the Law, ^t one 06 the Inns oC Court ; and his 
Hrft Comedy gain'd him a general Eftccm amongfl: 
all Lovers of Polite Literature, He was xilarricd 
Young to a confiderable Fortune,, whereupon being 
in fivour with King Jnmei IL he was Knighted by 
him, and ftnt Envoy to Hamburgh.^ Upon the Rt^ 
voliitiQhtlic followed the Fortunes of 'that Prince^ ind 
AiciX in F^ana. , He has oblig'd the World with 
three Plays.. \ . . . r ) 

• 1. TJje Comical: Revenge^ or Ln^e in a Ttih ; a Ca^ 
medy, afted at the Duke of Tork's Theatre,, idtfjji 
Dedicated to the Right Honourable C/>tfr&/ Lord 
liudhuYjl. This Play is part Serious and part Co- 
mical; and tho' the Serious part is. not approved 
like the other,, yer it was afted with a general Ap^ 
plaufe. : . • * . . . . 

IL She 'woud if jlie coiid \ a Comedy, afted at the 
Duke's Theatre, 1^71. \ This Comedy is eftcem'd ' 
one of the iirft Rank j and .Mr..^Wtt;r/4 in his Pre- 
dict 



:^6 . Iav& and Ch4rade/s tfihe' 

£icc td 7%e Hufmrifts^ pvis it thrf CharaA^r of tlii' 
bcft Comedy written fincc theReftoration of th* 
Stage. •.^. . .- ..-....■ 

111. 7%k Man cf Mode^ or 57r Fop lino FtVT- 
T B n ; a Comedy, afted at the Dukc*s Thcatfc, x 6y6:r 
Dedicated to her Royal Highnefi the Dutchefs o( 
Tork. This Play is written with great Art and 
Judgment, and mews that iti Authof was Mailer of 
true Wit and Humour. It was aftcd with very 
great Applaufe. The Charafter of Doriniant was 
drawn in CompHmQnt to the Harl of Rochefter. 



J*. 

^/> B R A N C I S F A N E^ 
Knight of the Bathi 

TAN honourable Author, who lir'd in thel^eigd 
jt\^ of King Charles 11. He was Grandfon to 
the Earl of IVefimorland^ and redded, for the moft 
part, at Fulbeck in Uncolnjbire. He writ two Plays. 
^ I. Lffi/eitt the Dark^ or The Man cf Buflaefs ; a Co-^ 
medy, aded at the Theatre Royal, i6ys^ Dedica-^ 
ted to the Right Honourable John Earl of Rocheflen 
The Plot of this Play is taken from Tlje IrrviftbU 
Miflrefsf in Scarron's Novels, Boccace*s Novels, Lives 
cf Great Men^ &c. 

ll.The Sncrijice ; a Tragedy, i685. Dedicated to 
the Right Honourable Charles Earl o(Dorfct and Mid-- 
dUfex. For the Plot of this Tragedy, fee the Lives 
of Tamerlane mA Bajax^t^ Chnlcocondylcu^ lit^j.Leunr^ 
claviHs, lib. 6. This Play was not prefented on the 
Theatre ; but it was highly commended by tw6 
Copies of Vcrfes to the Author, by Mr- Ti/tf and 

Mrs. 



Mri' iff^Aw j -'in the; former", a;:^ thctWd folipwing' . 

^'^A'. . . . : I' .;-•.. ..■ ••> •: .-: : ■ .. ,:>'•;; •.: -.m 

^)m for a Theatre, the tf^rtiyoi'^ndt '" ' ;* f'!' 
And your a^flaudiug Audience, aU Mankind, .i..3,i-ij 

Sir R% i A R b 1^ A N s « A*\^. "^ . 

^THHIS Gctitfcman wasBrcte td tli'c^RjlM 

Education at the' Univcrfitfy' Cf^Ci*^/*^^^^ rroni\ 
whence he rcmb\/*d t6 Coiir^, 'wHefc ' he did ndtj 
continue long. , without Prcfdrmeht; btfmg nlad^ 
^Lxrctary to Km^ Charles J. in Holland^ Frdnci zxi^ 
Scotland: He wa^i'pcrfea M^ of the Fipthp 
Italian^ Sfa)i}j7jznd^Poytu^;iefeLztSQiihgc^ and^vvas' 
no lefs a Statefmiiithin a ScHolan. ' After the Refto-; 
ratlcin^ he was , fcnt Ainbaffador, to agree upon a' • 
Match, between King CA/ir/w II, andCat/jerhw the* 
Infanta of Portugal.' Iri.thc Year t66^^. ht \va$ 6r^. 
dcr'd to. the Court ot Madrid, fo confirm a Treaty oC 
Commerce, ;ind Died there, itfdd. very nanch la- 
niented^ His Dramatick Pieces arc bnly tWo im. 
Number, and both-Tranflations. . .. . * . y. 

; i. Pa/lorFlDO, or T'he Faithfut ShepherdViV^^- 
toral, printed i6j{6. Dedicated to K/ng CA^»7tf.»* II, 
when Prince of IVales. It is tranllatcd from the' 
Italian of the famous Guarviiy who imitated 'fajfos'^ 
Aminth, and excelled it. This Paftoral was firft writ 
on the Occafion of Charles Emmanuel, tht'Youn^ 
Duke of Savofs Marriage with the Infanta of Spaitt: 
II. Qiierer per fclo querer,' To Lo^c only for Lon^^s 
fake, 16 ji. This is a Dramatick Romance, tranf-; 
latcd from the Sp^aiijh ofMendozuz by Sir Richard, when 
he was under Confinement in Taukerfly Caftle in 

H Tork^ 



'pZ : Lives and .Chararfers of the 

Torkfiiriihc being taken Prifoner at the Battle of 
lVor(efler\ during the Civil Wiars, ixcrtinghimfclf ia 
the Defence of his Royal Mailer. This Play con* 
iifls of but three A^s, according to the Sfanijlj 
Cuflom, 

Mr. George Far q.u h a r. 

r A Gentleman dcfccnded from a good Family in, 
jfX ^^^ North part oi Ireland. He was Educated at 
trinity College in Dublin ; and afterwards he follow'd^ 
the Banner of Mir/, which (uitcd his Inclinations. 
He was a Lieutenant of Foot, when he wrote moft 
of his Dram'atick Picccis; zndhis Recruiting Officer, 
fufEcicntly (hows that he was well acquainted with' 
that gay Scene of Life. His chief Charafters are 
generally Copies of . himfcif { and his Humour,^ 
which is truly natural, makes all his Plays very 
entertaining. They are fight in number. 

L Lcve mid a Bottle ,• a Comedy, aftcd at the 
Theatre Royal, 1 6p8. Dedicated to Peregrine Lord 
Marquis of Canmirthen. This Play has a humorous 
Prologue and Epilogue, both written and fpoke by 
Jo. Haines. 

\l. 'The Conftant Coufle^ or A Trip to the Jubilee; a 
Comedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 1 700. De-. 
dicated to Sir Roger Mopyn, Bart. IVildair in this 
Play, is the Charafter ot the Author in his politeft 
Capacity; but at beft, it muft be allowed, that in 
the Reprefentation, Mr. IVdks^ by his fprightly 
Behaviour, vaftly excellsthe Original. 

III. -Sir Harry Wild air, being the Sequel to 
the Trip to the Jubilee^ a Comedy, afted at the^ 
Theatre Royal, 1701. Dedicated to the Earl of 

Albe- 
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'AlUmnrk. Both thcfc Plays were aftcd with great 
i^ppl^ufp.. / . ' ^^ • ■ > 

IV. The Licoftftam^ or 72if U'f; to win him ; a Co- 
mcily, a(;te4 at tlic Theatre Royal, ^7^3» Dedi- 
cated to Richard Tfghe, Efq; 

V. The Twiif jRivafy i a Comedy, aftcd.at^thc 
Theatre Royal, 1705. Pcdic»tcd to Nc^ry ,Br(t, 
£fq; This Play met witli very good Succefs. 

VI. T'he Recruiting Officer} a Comedy^ aAed at the 
Theatre Royal, 1707. , Dedicated to all his Friends 
round the Wrekin. This Play has a Prologue part- 
ly jProfe and partly Vcrfc, introduced With Beat 
oiF Drum ; and was a&cd with Applaufe. 

VII. T'he Beauty Stratagem; a Comedy, afted at 
the Theatre Royal, ^710. This Play was brought 
on the Stage, when ,the Author was on liis Death- 
bed ; and in a (hort Advcrcifcment before it, he 
gratefully acknowledges the Friend fhip of Mr- M^/Jks^ 
to whom he fays, he owes the Succefs of this PJay. 

VIII. 77;t? Stiige-Oach; a Farce, aftcd likcwifc at 
the Theatre Royal. 

^ *^ ^^^'^^^^^^^$^^'^^ 

Henry. Lord Vifcomt Faulkland, 

rX^ H E ilcarncd Nobleman celebrated by Mr. 
X CVt^/y He was Lord Lieutenant of the 
County of Osford; and very much refpcfted for his 
/cxtraordi jury Parts and Heroick Spirit. He ho- 
noured the World with one Play. 

7'he Marriage Night; a Tragedy, printed' 1^4. 
This Tragedy has a great deal of Wit and Satire ui 
it; but. it isjioccrtaia whether it was ever aded. 

H s yir. 



Yoo "Lives ((ni Chiratos if the' 
M^, Nathaniel Field. 

f A P^^ ^^^^ ^^*^ ^'^ ^''^ Reigns of King James 
jfx ^nd King Charles I. very much eftecm'd by 
Mr. Chapman^ Maffenger^ and others his Contempo- 
raries. He writ two Plays. 

I. Woman! s a IPeat/jer-Cvck ; a G)medy, aftcd be- 
fore the King at fVhite-Hall; and in the ff^jite-fryars, 
i6i 2. This Play is Dedicated to any Woman that 
hath not been a Weather-Cock ,* and is commended 
by a Copy of Verfcs written by Mr. Chapman. 

II. Ameudf for Ladies^ uith the merry Pranks df 
Moll Cut-Purse ; or 7%e Humour of Roaring; 
a Comedy, aftod at the White-fryars by the Prince's 
Servants, 1639. This Play the Author writ to a- 
tone for the Offence the other had given to the Fair 
Sex. The Plot is partly taken from the Novel of 
72v Curiom bnpertinent in Don Quixote 

Mr. Edward Filmer. 

THIS Gentleman was Doftor of the Civil 
Law; and produced a Play in the Autumn of 
his Age. It is called, 

* T'he Unnatural Brother; a Tragedy, aftcd at the 
Theatre in Uttle Lincolns-Lm-Fields^ 1697. This 
Play, like its Author, wanted Force and Fire to live 
long,- but fome Lines in it difcovcr the Compofer 
to be a Man of good Scnfc. The Plot is taken 
from Cajfandra. 

Mr. 



Engliflx DRAMAticK Potxs. lof 

Mr. FiSHBOURN; 

A Gentleman belonging to the Inns of Courts 
who writ an obicene and unlicenc'd Play; 
call'd, 

Sodom. The Bookfeller, to make this Piece fell, put. 
the Letters E. R. in the Title Page, thinking by 
that means it might pafs for the Earl of Rocbefttrs ; 
' But my Lord, upon a former Imputation, in a Copy 
of Vcrfcs, denies his having any fhare in the Com- 
pofure ; neither has it any of my Lord Rcchefle/s 
Wit to make amends for the abominable Obfcenity. 
The only good Lines in itarc thcfe, dcfcribing 
the Scat of Plcafure. 

T'fffS is the IVarehoufe of the WorlJ^i chief Trade, 
On thisfoft Anvil all Mankind uere made. 

Mr. Richard Flecknoe. 

THIS Author liv'd in the Reigns of King 
Charles I. and IL and 'tis faid that he was ori- 
ginally a Jcfuit : he publifli'd fcvcral Pieces both in 
Profc and Verfc, particularly the latter ; but as Mr. 
Langbain obfcrves, he had a greater Propenllty to 
Rhiming, than Genius to Poetry ; and his Name i% 
perpetuated more by Mr. Drydens Satire, call'd 
Mack Flccknoey than his own Writings. He writ fevcral 
Plays, tho' he could never get but one of them 
afr-cd ; and that met with a very ill Fate. His Dra- 
matick Pieces are, 

H 3 1. 1^6 s 
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I. Jjove^s Dminion ; a Dramatick Paftoral, printed 
1654. Pcdicatcd to the JLady Eliz^tcth Claypoh, 
This Piece was written as a Pattern for the reformed 
Stage, and contains a great deal o( Morality. 

II. Love's Kingdom} a Paftoral Tragi-Comedy, 
1664. Dedicated to the Marquis of Newcnjile. 
This is little more than the former Play altcr'dt 
with a new Title ; and it was acted at the Theatre 
in Livctlas'Im' Fields; but it had the misfortune to 
miscarry in the Reorefcntation. 

UI. Ermjnia, or 'TheChaflLady-i a Tragi-Co^ 
mcdy, 1607* Dedicated to the Fair and Virtuous 
Lady Southcot. 

IV. Damoifelies.A'la''mcdeizCovc[tAyji66'j. De- 
dicated to the Duke and Dutchcfs of Ncv:caftle. 
This Play, the Author owns, is taken out of fcvcral 
excellent Pieces of Moliere. The main Plot from 
Jiis Les fmieufes Ridicules ; the Counterplot of 
Sgartnrelle from his t'Efcole des Femmes ; and the 
two Naturals from his VEfcole des Maris. 

Y/J^heMarriagevf Oct Mivs9X[(i Britankia; 
% Mafcjue. 

In Lrmutia, and Damoifelles A-la-mcde^ the Authop 
has put the Aftors Names, he delign'd for the Per- 
formance, ovcr-^gainft the Dramatis Perfona^ tho' 
they were never afted ; for which he gives this rea- 
fon, that the Reader might have half the Pleafure of 
feeing them afled, hy a lively Imagination, which 
would fupply the defeft of Aftion : And this was 
politick enough, finfe it was his Bufuiefs to get them 
to be read. 



>!»•, 
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^r. John Vlztchzk^ and 
I Mr. Francis Beaumont., 

MR. Flefcfj^K was Son of the Reverend Doftor 
Richard Fietcl)ery created Bifhopof J?r//?^/by 
Queen Ellzatftb ; and by her tranflated to the 
Biflioprick of London^ Amio 1593. He was Educa- 
ted at the Univerfity of Cambridge. As to his Col- 
league in Writing, Mr. Beaumont^ he was defcended 
from the ancient Family pf that Name, feated 
at Gracedieu in LeicefierJJme. He was Brother to Sir 
Henry Beaumont Knight, of the fame Place ; ar.d his 
Father, Francis BcaumoKt^ Efqj was Judge of the. 
Common-picas. He had his Education likewife at 
Cambridge ; from whence he rcmov'd to the Imer^ 
Temple, He was a Man of a great deal of Learning, 
good Wit, and better Judgment ; infomuch that, as 
Mr. Langbain obfcrvcs, the great Ben, Jobnfon thought 
it no Dilgrace to fubmit fome of his Writings to his 
Correction. -Mr. Fletcher was excellent at Repartee, 
the greateft Grace of Comedy ; and his Wit was 
equal to Mr. Beaumont s Judgment ; but fcmetimes 
flowed to that height, that it required a check from 
his Judicious Friend. They were both polite in 
their Manners, whereby they introduced fine Scenes 
of Converfation ; and Fletcher exprcfs'd his Thoughts 
with fuch Vivacity, drew the Pafllons fo lively 
(efpecially Love) and his Raillery was fo witty, 
that he rather plcas'd than difgufted, even thofe very 
Pcrfons on whom he fccm*d to rcflcft. Their Plays 
arc Fifty three in number ; and it muft be confcfs'd 
. that Fletchers Fancy and Beaumont's Judgment com- 
binM in the Production : They v/crc firft collected 

H 4 into 
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into one large Volume Folh^ i6jp. but arc fincc re- 
printed in feven Volunies OSinvo^ lyn. Dedicate^ 
to the jDuke of Devon/hire. And are as follow. 

I. The Beggar's Bujb i a G)medy, at lirft aftcd 
with Applaufc. f 

II. B o N j> u c A ; a Trjigedy. flot fron^ Tacitms 
Annals^ Book 14. Milton* s jfftfl. Ettgl. Book 2. This 
Play. has been twice rcviv'd. ... 

III. The Bloody Brother^ or Rb|.to pule of Nor^ 
mvidy i a Tragedy, acic4 at the Theatre in Dorfet 
Garden. The Plot is taken from Herodinn. Htfl. bb^ 
4. and part pf the Language from Seneca s Thebais. 

IV. The Captain; a Comedy. This Play has not 
been rcprefcnted on the Theatre a great many 
Years. 

V. The Chances; a Comedy. This Con^cdy wjis 
revived by the late Duke oi Buckingham^ with great 
Alterations, 1682. and was aftcd at the Theatre in 
Do'ffet Garden^ with great Applaufe. 

y VI. The Cpronation; a Tragi-Comedjr. Mr. Shirley 
'claims this Play as his. 

VII. The Coxcomb ; a Comedy. This Plav has 
been revivMat the Theatre Royal, with a iPraojue 
jpokcn by Jo. Haines. 

VIIL Cupid's Revenue ; a Tragedy. 

IX. IheCuftom of the Country; a Tfagi-Comedy, 
This was accounted a good Play. The Plot taken 
from ^alffpinis*s Novels, Deca. 6. Nov. 69 

X. The Double Mflrriage; SL Tragedy. This Play 
was rcviv'd fomc Years (ince. 

•XL The ^Ider Brother; a Comedy^ which met 
with cjood Siiccefs, ' ' 

Xll. The Faithful Shcpherdefs ; a Dramatick Paftot 
/ral, firft acted on a T-Mlfth Night at Somerfet Houje. 

* This was entirely Mr. F/p/f/'^r's ; and inftead of a 

• Prologue, vns fung a Dialogue, between a Pricll and 
' ^ Nymph, writ bv Sir// VAV;^;; p\4'io:ant; and the 

' . ' • Epilogne 
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Xp*'^S"^ ^^5 fpokcn ,by the Lady ^ Mordant, r This 
Piece was commended in two. Copies of Verfcs by 
Mr. Beaumont and Ben. Jo/mfon, 

XIII. 7>!v F/i/V Maidoftheltn; a Comedy. Jpaf^ 
of this Play is taken from Caujins Hi)iy Comti zxA 
lVank)*s Hifi, of Man. * . , - , 

XIV. Th€ Falfe One ; a Tragedy. This Play is 
founded on the Adventures o( Julius Cafar in Egypt i 
;ind his Amours with Chtrpatra. See Suetonius ^ Plu^ 
'ta}ch, Dion^ Apfian^ Florus^ Orojius^ &C. 

XV. Four Plays in One, or Moral Ref^efentations; 
containing the 'Triumph of Honour, the Triumph of Loz^^ 
the Triu?nph of Death, and the Triumph of Time. The 
Triumph of Time is wholly the Author's ; the 
otjicrs are built on Boccace's Novels. . 

XVI. The Honcfl Mans Fortune ; a Tragi-Comedy. 

• For the plot fee Heywood^s Hijl. ofl^omen. 

XVII. The Humorous Lieutenant ; a Tragi-Come- 
dy, ftill aftcd with Applaufc. Some Hints arc takea 
from the Epiftlcs o( Horace, lit. 2. Ep. J. And fome 

• from Fo}d's Apothegms, p. 30. Confult likcwifc Flu^ 
' f arch's Life of Demetrius, Appian, Juftin, &cc. 

^ XVIII. The IJland Princifs ; a Tragi-<:omcdy, 
This Play was reviv'd with Alterations by Mr. 7^//^, 

'^and aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 1687. The re- 
vived Play is Dedicated to the Right Honourable 

' Jlenry Lord JVulgrave. 

XIX. A King and no King; a Tragi-Comedy, 
aftcd with Applaufc. This Play has been likcwifc 
rcviv'd. 

XX. Tl^e Knight of tin Burning Pejlle ; a Comedy, 
'alfo revived with a J^roJoguc fpokcn by the famous 

• )vf rs. ESca Guin. 

XXI. The Knight of Malta; a Tragi-Comcdy. 

• XX IL The Laxif of Canify ; a Tragi-Comfdy. 
Neither of thyfv two lall have been adcd of late- 

•*'^ ' . XXIII. r^p 
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; XXin. 7he Uttlt Frewh Lawyer ; a Comedy. The 
Plot from GufmaH^ or The Spanijb Rogue. The Story 
of Dinmt^ Clerimom^ and Lamiza^ are borrow u 
£rom Don Lewis de Cajlro^ and Don Roderigo de 
Montaha^ See. 

XXIV. loT/r'i Cure» or 7%e M^trtial Maid; a Co- 
medy. 

XXV. 77y Lever's Pilgrimage ; a Comedy. The Plot 
is taken from a Novel, call'd T'f)e Two Damfels ; and 
(bme Incidents from Ben. Jofmfons Newlnn. 

' XXVI. The Lovers Progrefsi a Tragi-Comedy j 
built on a French Romance^ called Lyfander and Ca^ 
lijla. 

XXVII. The Loyal SuijeSt ; a Comedy. 

XXVIII. 77;^ MadLwer ; a Tragi-Comedy. Sec 
the Story of Mundus and Paulina^ in Jofeplms^ lih. 1 8. 
c. 4. This Play is commended in a Copy of Verfcs 
by Sir Aflon Cockain. 

XXIX. Tlje Maid in the MiB I a Comedy. The 
fcrious part of the Plot from Gerardo^ a Spanijl) Ro- 
mance ; and the Comical part from Bandello*s Novels. 
This Play was reviv'd and often aftcd at the Duke 
of Torli's Theatre. 

XXX. The Mai^s Tragedy; a Play which has 
been always aded with the greateft Applaufc ; but 
fome part of it difplcafing King Charles II. it was, 
for a time, forbid afting in that Reign, 'till it 
was revived by Mr. IVat/er^ who entirely altering the 
laft Aft, it was brought on the Stage again with 
univerfal Approbation. 

XXXI. A Mafque of Grays-Im Gentlemen, pre- 
fcnrcd at the Marriage of the Princcfs EUz^abeth^ 
and the Prince Palatine of the Rhine, in the Banquet- 
ing Houfe at IVhite-hall. This Piece was written 

' by Mr. Beaumont alone. 

XXXII. Monfteur 
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. XXXII. Mofifietir Thomas; ia Comedy. This 
Play has lincc been a^cd on the Suge^ under the 
Title of Trick for Trick. ^ 

XXXIIL Nici Vahur^ or Tl^ Pafftonate Mad-man $ 
a Comedy. 

XXXIV. r/je Nig/jt-fValker, or V^e IMtk 7*i>/; 
a Comcd}'> afted by the King's Servants, ilncc the 
Reftoration, with Applaufe. 

XXXV. Tfje Nolle Gemleman ; a Comedy. This 
Play was revived by Mr. Durf'ey ; and by* him call'd, 
T/}e Fool^s Preferment^ or The Thee Dukes of Dun* 
fiable. 

XXXVI. P H I L A s T E R, or Lcrue lies a Bleeding i 
a Ttagi-Comedy. This was the firft Play that 
brought thcfc excellent Writers in Eftcem, it being 
ofren afted with Applaufe ; and it is accounted one 
of the bell Dramatick Pieces thefc Authors have 
publifliM. It was firll reprefcntcd at the Old The- 
atre in Lincolns-Jnu-Fieldi, when the Women aftcd 
by thcmfelvcs. 

XXX VII. Tl^e Pilgrim i a Comedy, rcviv'dand 
a&cd with Siicccfs. 

XXX VIII. Th Proplmefi a Tragi-Comedy, 
This Play has been reviv'd by Mr. Bettertw^ under 
the Name of The Prvpheufs^ or The Ilflory of Dio- 
CLESiANj an Opera. For the Hiftory confult 
Niceplmmf Itb. 6. and 7. Eufebim, liL'S. Baronim 
/in. 204, &c. 

XXXIX. Tl^e Queen of Corinth ; a Tragi-Co* 
xncdy. 

XL. Rule a TVtfe, and have a IVife j a Comedy, 
aftcd with Applatfc. 

XLI. The Scornful Lady; a Comedy, adcd 
with very great Applaufe. 

XLIl. The Sea l\\a^i ; a Comedy, revived by Mr. 
Purfey ; who giv9S it the Title of The Conmvnxvcalth 

vf 
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tf IVmrn. ' This Play fhould be taken from Shakt'; 
fj^a/s Tempefl^ by thcfc Lines. 

. T%e Siorm which vanijh^i en the Mighb\ifig Share, 
WoA t aught by SliakcfpcarV Temfeft firfi to roar j 
That Innocence and Beauty which did J mile 
Jn Fletcher, grew on this Inchanted IJle. 

Dryden* 

. XLIIL 7^ Spanijh Curate i a Comedy, fcveraf 
times rcviv'd with Applaufc. Plot from Gerardo's 
Hift. of Don John, 202. and his S^anijb Curate, f. 
2x4. 

XLIV. Thiert and Thbodoreti a Tra- 
gedy. The Plot taken from the French Chronicles, in 
the Reign of Clotair II. Fredegarim, De Serres, Mexjt^ 
ray^ &c. 

XLV. Ih Two Noble Kivfmen ; a Tragi-Come- 
dy, Shakefpear afliftcd Fletcher in the Compofure of 
this Play. 

XL VI. Valentinian; a Tragedy, revived 
and altcr'd by the late Earl of Roclxfter ; and aded 
at the Theatre Royal with great Apnlaufe. The 
Plot from Amm. Marcel. Procopim, Hifl. 01 Evagrim^ &c. 

XL VII. A H'ife for a Month ; a Tragi-Comedy. 
For the Story fee Marimm:ix\^ Louis de MaycnieTur^ 
quet^ Hifl. Sayicho the Eighth King of Leon. 

XL VIII. the IVild Govfe Chacei a Comedy, for- 
merly a&ed with Applaulc. 

XLIX. IVn atfcvtrallfiapons ; a Comedy. • 'Tis 
thought Sir lVillia?n D^Avenam built fomc of the 
Charadcrs of his PJay, call'd T^Ae mts, on this Co- 
medy. 

L. M^it without Mcney^ a Comedy, revived at the 
Old Houfc in Liptcolns-Lui'F:elds, immediately after 
the burning of the Theatre in Drurj-Lwe, with a 
new Prologue by Mr. Vydcn. ^ 

LI. T^k 
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^LI. The IVman Hater i a Comedy; rcvirM^by 
Sir William B-Aveiimt^ with a new Prologue in 
Profc. This Play was one of thofc writ by Mii 
Fletcher z\onc. 

LII. IVmen fleaa^di a Comedy. The comi- 
cal Parts from J?acftfc/$ Novels, Daj 'j.Nvw.- 6. 
12ay 8. Nov. 8, &c. . ., 

LIII. Wwnaifis Prizje^ or Th Tamer tanfd\ a 
Comedy^ built on the fame Foundation with Shahe^ 
fpear*s Teaming of the Shrew j and writ by Mr. Fletcher^ • 
without the Affiftahce of Mr. Beaitmdnt. 

Mr. Cartwright prcfcntcd Mr. /TfecAfl^ with the 
following Lines, on his writing fingly. 

^Tis known, thatfometimes he did flartd alcwey^ • } 

T%at both the Spunge a^d Pencil x:ere his own : ■ ■• ^ 

Wl)at hiinfelfjndg'd^himfelf could fingly do^ -^ 

And ucu at lafty Beaumont and Fletcher too. ' - 

. . . • 

^Mr. Fletc/jer joinW with Ben. John/on and Middle* 
touy ivi a Comedy call'd The H^dow. He died of 
the Plague, in the Year itfs j. in the 4pth Year of his 
Age ; and was buried in St. AJary Overy^s Churchy Souths 
wark. 

Mr. Beaumoin writ, bcfides his Dramatick Pieces, 
a Volume of Poems, Elegies, Sonnets, &c. He died 
Young, before he was Thirty Years of Age, and 
XN^as buried at the Entrance into St. BenediEi^s Clyapel 
in IVeJlminfter Abbey^ in the Year 1615. - * 

In a Copy of. Vcrfcs writ by Sir George Lifle, ta 
the Memory of Mr. Francis Beanmont,^zxc the two 
following Lines. 

And this rilfay^ thoufirtVfi our Senfefo deep^ - 

At once thou mak'jha Blujh, Rejoice y and Weep. 

. . > \' .. ; -And- 
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. And the famous Betu Johtifm^ in feme ycrfesi 
to \lr. Beaumont (when living) in return of a Copy 
icut to him^ has diis Compliment : 

. jind even tljere^ vJjert moft thoufraifejl Me . "^ 

^ Fur JViiting better ^ Imufl envy "Thee^ 

:. Sir John Beilenhead^ a noted Wit in his Timei 
iirrit under Mr. Fletcher*^ Pi&ure thefc Jjitin Lines, 

Felicis avi, ac Prarfulis Niitus ; comes , , t;,i* 

Beaumoucio i/c, quipfe Paniajfut^ Biceps $ • 
V L'BtcmKvsunam in Pyrofnidafurcas agent. ;; ;; 
Struxit cborum phajimplicem vates Duplex ; 
Plus Duplicemfolus : nee uBum trnn/iulrt;> \ ^ 

Nee t}'attsfeyrendus : Dramatum aternifaleSj 
Anglo T^beavfO^ Orbi Jibi JupeifHtes. 
Fletchere, faeies alfque vultu pingitur } 
Quantusl vel Umbram eireuit neino tuam. 



e^fr. JohnFord* 

A Gentleman of the Middle Temple, who liv*d 
in the Reign of King Charles 1. He writ 
Eight Dramatick Pieces* 

.1. Lovers Melancholy ; a Tragi-Comedy, afted in 
the Blaekrftyars ^ 1629. Dedicated to fevcral 
Friends of Gray*s-Iim in particular, and the whole 
Society in general 

II. Tht Broken Heart ; a Tragedy, afted by his 
Majcfty's Servants, at the private Houfe in the 
Blaekrfryarsy 16^. Dedicated to the Lord Craven. 
HI. L(rve*s Sao-ifce; a Tragedy, afted by the 
Qiiccn's Servants at the Phoenix in Drury-lanej 16$^. 
Dedicated to Jthn Fvrd of Gra)s-hm, Efq; Mr. Shn ly 

writ 
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writ a G)py of V^rfcs in commendauon of this 
Play. ^ 

IV. Vis pity Shes a tVhort ; i, Tragedy, adcd vx 
Drurjrlane, 16$^. 'Dedicated to John Eztl o£ Pettr^ 
borough. : 

V. PfiKKiK Warbeck; an Hiftorieal Play, 
afted by. the Qjiccn*$ Servants in Drury-lane^ '^34* 
Dedicated to the Earl of Newcaflk. For the Story 
fee Hifl. of -P«^iL JVarbeck^ by Gainsford^ and our 
£«f//^ Chronicles in the Reign oi Henry VII. . 

VI. F^cw CA/i/I and Nolfle; a Tragi-Comedyjr 
afied in Drury-iane^ 1638. Dedicated to the Lord 
Mackdonel^ an /r/)S Peer. > 

VII. 7);f Ladies Tryal; a Tragi-Comcdy, afted 
by their Majefly*s Servants, at the Theatre inDrurj^ 
lane^ 16^ p. 

VIII. The Sun sporting; a Mafque, prefentedat^ 
tlie Cockpit in Drury-Iane^ 1^57* i^edicatcd to' the 
Earl of Southampton. This Malque was written by 
Mr. Ford and Mn Deckar, and allades to the Fouc 
Scafons of the Yean . .„ 

Tiiis Author join'd with Rowley and Deckar ; and 
his Plays are known by an Anagram inftead of his 
Name, generally printed in the TitlePage, iiiz.- ' 

FIDE HONOR. . : ^^ 

c^r. John Fountain/ 

-ADrjonJbire Gentleman, who in the Reign of 

King Charles II. wrote the following Play. 

The Reward of pursue ; a Comedy, printed i66i. 

This Play was not defign'd for the Stage by. the 

Author i but after his Death it being reviv'd and 

altered 



altet'd hy ydr: Shadvie^t Who gave Jt thc'Titl^6^ 
llbe Royal Shepherdefit it was aftcd with, Applaufc. ' 

,c>^, Abraham F r,a.n c £.; ^ 

\ .-^ \ .- /- . ' - . i. :i : <' • ■ ■ •.. \ 

ylN. ancient Poet. , He liv'd in the Reign of: 
'^^ Queen Eliz^aktb, and was. Author of one, 
Dranoatick Paftoral ; tall'd, ._. 

. Am Y,NTAS ; printed in a Bpok writ by him,, 
entitled 77;^ Countefs of Pembroke s Ivy Churchy xjs?!.. 
Jt is a Tranflation :from 7^/o, in^ Hexam<itcr 
Ver/e. . . .. ;. . 



- , 4S/r Ral rii Fr £e*man- ' ' 



^HIS Gentleman liv'd in^ tlie. Reign of King 
^ CharUt I. and during the ' intcftinc Troubles,, 
^rit the following "Pby, in his Retirement. ; 

Imperials ; a Tragedy, printed 1655. The 
Cataftrophc of this Play is very mpying. For the 
Plot fee Pont anus; Btidjnus Treafury of Ancient and 
Modern T'inies ; Beard*s 'Theatre of Gvd^s Judgments^ 
fart 2./. 4 J. Wonky % Hifi. of Alan, lib. ^.c. 2. Goiilart 
Hifl. Admirab. de notre ^lemfs, &c. 

<5^r. y L P I AN F y LW E L L. 

hll'N Author, who, in the Rcigti of Qiiecn Eliza* 
. beth, vait one Plav'in Rbime. • * ' 

- ■ • Uhe 
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'" Like V)ill to lih, qu&ib the Devil to the CoUkr) an 
Interlude, printed in an old Black Letter, /'587i' 
This Play fcts forth the Puriifliracnt of Licefitious 
Pcrfons. 



■ttsll^^^^s 
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G Eokc E G A SCOI GN^ 

THIS Gentleman livU in the^ beginning of 
Queen Eli%abeth*% Reign ; he was a Member 
of the Society of Grafs-Lm^ and writ fcvctal Poeti-^ 
cal Performances, among which arc the four Dra-^ 
matick Pieces following. ; • . 

I. J 00 AS TAJ a Tragedy, prefentcdatO>'4J'*^-iJii» 
X 5 66. This is a Tranflation from the Greek of Euri^ 
fides, digefted into Afts. Euripides, who was flil'd 
the Tragick Philofopker, vr2LS born at Phila, .a Town 
in Attica ; Prodius taught him Rhetorick, after which 
he made a Voyage to Eg}ft with Plato, for the Im- 
provement of his Learning. He was Friend to A- 
cratesy and affiftcd him in the compoixng his Trage- 
dies. He left Athens diflatisficd at the Preferment o( 
the Comick Writers ; anxi retired to the Court of 
Archelatis King of Maccdmia, where he was received 
with the grcatcft Marks of Efteem j but at laft King 
Archetaus was alfaffinatcd, and Eurifides tore to pieces 
with Dogs by the Confpiracy oiDecamnion andothers# 
He died aboi^c the 6yth Year of his Age, in the 93d 
Olympiad, and in the Year of Rome 348. being 
406 Years before the Incarnation of Our Saviour, 
.The Ancients mention above Ninety Tragedies writ 

I by 
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by this great Man, but I think at prefent we enjoy 
but Nineteen of them. Some relate that he receiv a 
his Death from vicious .Women, againft whom he 
had too bitterly inveigh'd. In Fonfs Amfngms thcro 
is this Story ; Sophocles being once ask d the Reafon 
why in his Tragedies he always reprefcnted Wo- 
men good, and Euri fides wicked; anfwer'd that 
Euripides dcfcrib'd them as they were, he as they 
ought to be. This fliort Account of this ancient 
Tragedian I thought fit to infert for the Entertain- 
ment of the Curious. 

II. T'l)e Suppofes i a Comedy, prcfented at Grays-Imu 
i$66. Tranflated from the Italian of Amfioy a fa- 
mous Poet i a Ftrrarefe and Favourite oiAlphonftts firft 
Duke of Fenara. This and the former are two of 
tlie moft ancient Plays in the EMgliJh Language^ 
The Prologue of this Play is writ in Profe, which 
has been a Precedent in other Dramatick Perfotr 
manccs; and Mr. 'Tate's Duke or no Duke has an 
Epilogue in Prdfe. 

III. The Glufs of Govrntment ; a Tragi-Comedy, 
1575. This Play illuflrates the Rewards of Virtue, 
and particularly flicws the Punifhment of Vice. 

IV. Pleafure at kenel-vjorth Cajlle I a Mafque, per- 
formed before the Queen for her Entertainment. 

All thefe Plays arc printed in a black Letter, and 
bound up with his other Poems, in a large Vo- 
lume, I ^^7* 

^ -^ •'^ ^ «^ ^ A .^ .?• «f» ^» .^ ^ «f^ ^ ^ ^ ^. ? .?J^ «5^ A A A 

Mr. J O H N G A Y^ 

AN Author born in DevoitJIme^ and bred a Mercer 

in the Strand ; but quitting that Employment, 

he was afterwards retained in the Service of the 

r Dutchcfs of Moimioutl\ as her Grace's Domeftick 

Steward ; 
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Steward; and haying an In^linttibn to Poetry; by 
the Strength of his own Genius and the Converfa^ 
tion of Mr. Pofe, he has inacie fbmc Progrefs in Poe- 
tical Writings. His Dramatick Pieces are, . 

L 7^ M/ife if Batb ; a Comedy, afted at the 
theatre koyal in Dmrylcme, 1 71 4. This Play met 
with but indifferent Siiccefs. Part of the Plot lecms 
to be ta^ken from Kite in Ttst Recruiting Officer. 

. 11. The uhat d'ye call it ; a Tragi-Comi-Paftoral 
frarce, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 1715. This 
Farce was afted with Applaufc ; it i& allegorical, 
and cxpofcs fcvcral of our eminent Poets. 
• III. llrree Hours after Marriage; a Comedy of 
three Afts, aftcdat the Theatre Royal, 1717. This 
JPlay has fomc extraordinary Scenes in it^ which 
fcem'd to trcfpafs on Female Modefiy. 

•vIV. T/^ Mohocks; a Farce, never aded. 

...... I ■ 

Mr. Charles Gildon; 

THIS. Gentleman (ftill liviqg) was born at. 
Giltingham neat Shaftesbury^ in the County of 
porfeti His Parents and Family w^rc all of the 
Rontijb Perfwafion ; But they could not convey their 
Zeal for that Religion to this Author.. His Father 
was a Member of the Society of Grays-huij and 
fiiflfcr'd very much with the Royal Parry. His firft 
Ikudimeius of Learning he had at the place of his 
Nativity ; thence his Relations fcnt him to the 
Kngli^ College of Secular Pricfts at Dcmiy in Hai^ 
'multy with defim of makiftg him a Prieftj but after 
.five Years Study there, he found, his inclinations 
lead hiin another way. At Nineteen he re- 
.turn'd to England ^ and as Toon as he was of 
'; Age j and capable of enjoying all the Plcafures.of 

- , 1 1 y&ii 
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Life» he came to Lmim^ where having fpent the 
bed P4rt of his Paternal Eftatc, at about Three 
and Twenty he married. During the Reign of 
King ^amet^ he employ'd himfclf in reading the 
ControverHes of thofe Times ; and he declares th^t 
it coft him above fevcn Years Study a jd Conteft, bt- 
fore he could overcome the Prejudice of Education. 
His firft Attempt in a Dramatick way, was not till 
after his Two and Thirtieth Year, And he tells us 
in his Eflays, that Neceffity (the general Induce- 
ment) was the firft Motive ot his venturing to be an 
Author. He has writ three Plays. 

I. The Roman Brides Revenge ; a Tragedy, aftcd 
at the Theatre Royal, 1697. This Play was writ 
in a Month ; and had the ufiial Succcfs of hafty 
Produftions, tho' the firft and fccond A&s arc well 
done; and the Cataftrophc is beautiful ; the Moral 
being to give us an Example in the Punifliment of 
Martian, that no Confideration ought to make us 
delay the Service of our Country. Part of the Plot 
is taken from Cantma of Galata. \ 

II. Phaeton, or Tl)e Fatal Divorce ; a Tragc* 
dy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 169%. Dedicated 
to Charles Montague, Efq; This Play i^ written in 
imitation of the Ancients, and it had better Succcfs 
than the other. The Plot, and a great many of the 
Beauties, the Author owns in his Preface, he has 
taken from the Medea of Ettripides. 

III. Lovers ViHim, or 'The Queen of JVales ; a 
Tragedy, afted at the Theatre iti Lincolnslnn* 
Fields. 

He introduced the Play, called Tl)e Tounger Brother, 
or Tl)e Amorotn Jilt ; written by Mrs. Behit, but nor 
brought upon tne Stage till after her Ucccafe. . He 
made very little Alteration in it. His Plays have 
not his Name to them ; and his Faults lie gene- 
rally in the Style, which is too near an Imitation of 

Mt. 



Engllfli DRAM^ri^XrPoETt ^1x7^ 

Mr. Ltes } tlio' that Poet hod Beauties enough to 
make amends for it 

' Mr. H E N R Y G L'A P THORN, 

THIS Author livM in the Reign of King: 
Charks L and was allowed to be a good Dra-- 
matick Poet of that Age. He writ Five Plays, 
• I. Argalvs and Pakth£Nia; a Tragi-Co*. 
mcdy^ 163 p. This Play was afted before the King 
and Queen at Court ,• and afterwards at the private 
Houfc in Drury-tcme, by their Majefties Servants, 
The Plot is founded on Sir Philip Sidneys Arcadia i 
a Romance. 

^I. T*he Ltidief Privilege I a Comedy, afted at the. 
Cock-Pit in Drurylane^ by their Majefties Servants, 
1 6^0. This Play \% Dedicated to Sir Frede,ickCmn^ 
ual/is; and was like wife a£tcd before their Majcftie$ 
at M^hitehaO. 

III. Albertus Wallensteiw; a Tragedy^ 
aficd at the Glote, by his Majefty's Servants, i <540* 
For the Story fee the Writers in the Time jof the 
Emperor Ferdinand 11. Sfondanus's Continuation of 
BaroniuSj &C. 

IV. T'he Hollander I a Comedy, afted at the Cock- 
pit in Drury-lane, 1(540. Dedicated to Sir Ihwnas , 
Fijher. 

V. IVn in a Conflable-i a Comedy, afted at the 
Cock-Pit in Drury-Iane, by their Majefties Servants; 
Dedicated to T/wna^ Lord iVintvmtb. 
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Mr. T H b M A s G o F F E. 

A Gentleman that flpuri(h-d in the Reign of King 
^ama I. He was born in ^ffex^ the Tear 
rypz. ahd w^sfirft plac'd to Weftminfter School^ fromt 
wlicncc he rcmov'd to Chrifl-Chnrcl^-College^ Oxford; 
and had confijrr'd on him the Degree pf Batcheloi: 
of Divinity, l?eforc he left the Univerfity. In 
the Year liJaj, be vas preferred to the Living of 
Eafi Clandcn in Surrey ; where, Mr, Laftgbam tells ps, 
be unhappily met with a Xantippe to his Wife, th^ 
Din of whole provoking Tongue put an untiniely 
Period to his Days. He arrived to be a good Poet, 
a fine Orator, and an excellent Preacher. He dy'd 
in the Year 1627 ; and was buried in hij own Pariflj 
Church. His Dramatick Pieces are as follow. 
• I. § E L 1 M u s Emperor of the Turks ; a Tragedy, 
1658. 'Tis uncertain whether this Play was ever 
aAed. For the Plot fee the Turkijh Hiftories in the 
Reign of Selimm I. as Piitdhi jf ovinia Mc^ei'(^yy &p. 
IL 7he Carelefs ^hepberd^s ; a Drainatick Paftor^l, 
16^6. This Play was 2i(±^(X v: Salisbury Court be- 
fore the King and Qiiccn, with great Applaufe. 

III. ORfcSTE5;a Tragedy, afted by the Stu- 
dents of Ci/7>2-C/p//rt/F in dxjord, 1656. plot from 
the Orc/Icf of Euripides. 

IV. 7 he Couragictii Turk^ or Amurath I; a 
Tragedy, §6$ 6. Dedicated loSir IV^her Ttchhru, 
For the Plot <;onfult the Hifton'cs of Leunclavim;^ 
ChakocnidyLtiy KnoUei^ &cc. in the Reign of Amurath. 
' V. The Raging Turk, or Bat a 2 e T II; a Tra- 
gedy. Both thcfe lalk mention d Plays were likc- 
yrifc a&ed by the Student? of Chrffi-Church-CoPege in 
p^ord. . ' ' ' ■ , 

Mr. 
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iHr. Robert Gomersal. 

THIS Author, likewife a Divfnc, was bom in 
London the Year 1602. At Fourteen Years of 
Age he was entered of ChriJi-Church'Coffege in Oxford, 
and foon after chofen a Student of that Royal Foun- 
dation. Here he took the Degrees of Batchelor and 
Tvlaflcr of Arts ; and in the Year 1^27, he was made 
Batchelor of Divinity. He had a Living in Nonly 
(imptonjhirei and dy*d in the Year 16^6. He wrote 
one Play ; called, 

LoDo vicK Sforza Duke of Milan ; a Tragedy, i tf j 2. 
Dedicated to Mr. Ftoncis H)de. The Story you may 
■fee in Cukciardin, lib. 1. a, &c, Mezjevajy and Phtlif 
de Comines In the Reign of Charles VIII. of France. 

This Gentleman likewife wrote feveral Divine 
Poems; one whereof is call'd the Z.mw Revenge. 

il4r. R O B E R T G O U L D. 

' A Domcftick of the late Earl of Dorfet and Mid- 
jfX dlefexi who afterwards became a Country 
bchool-Mafter. He writ one Play. 

TAe Rival Sifter s^ or T'he Violence of Lrve j a Tra- 
gedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1696. Dedica- 
ted to the Right Honourable James Earl oi Abingdon. 
This Play was well received, tho' the afting of it 
was dclayM for fomc time, as the Author complains 
in his Epiftle. The Plot is taken, in a great meafurc, 
from Shirley's Maid's Revenge; the Story from Reynold^ 
Cod's Revenge againft Murder. 

I 4 Fran- 
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Francis Goldsmith,* Efqi 

I Am 2blc to give no other Account of this 
Gentleman, than that he livd in tJie Reign of 
King Charles I. and obligVl us wicb a Tranflatipn of 
jx Dramatick Pie^c^ ; caU*d^ 

SppHOMPAN tAS,'Or T'hf Hfjhry 0/ Joseph ; 
a Tragedy, wirb. Ani^outions, 1640. dedicated 
to the Marquis 6i Purchefler, This Divine Play 
was writ in Laiia^ by the famous Hugo Grotiw, z 
5urJ//'5 Gendcman, and Ambafl'adpr from S'weden to 
the Court o( France^ in the Reign of Zi^7> XIIJ, 
and is tr^inflated into Hcroick Verfc, It is founded 
on the 44th and 45 ch Chapter of Cenejis i Philo, in 
the Lik o(yofepjjhi, Jt/ftwy hok 369 Sec. It ends 
fuccefsfully, as Authority for which, tijc Author 
quotes a Tragedy writ by Euripides^ call'd Akejits^ 
&c. The Author' was found fault with by fomc 
religious Pcrfons, for bringing Sacred Thir.gs into a 
Play and Fable. 
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George G r a n v i l l e, 

, Jjord Lanfdownej JBdr^w oj Biddifordt 

THIS accomplifli'd Nobleman is defcended 
from the Ancient and Noble Family of thp 
Qremille's or Grmruit/eX fcated for many Ages in 
J^evonjhhe and Cortmall' This Family came from 
RoUo the Firft Duke of Nornmndy. Richard d: 
(?ranviffey Second Son of the faid Duke, accompani- 
ed IVtHiam tkf Conqueror in his E;^*pcditipn into this 
JCingdpm ; an4 fiic Concjueror, fof his (ignal Ser- 

viccjf* 
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IceSy beftowM on. him the CafUe* wi Lordflup of 
\rildifard. Richard de .Grnnville,,\Son of th? (aid 
jchard^ was fummon'd by Kixig JSdu^rdt to 2Xr 
:nd him in his Forei^ Wars, Sir .i^fWrfjCrraa* 
iSe^ a Dcfccndant of this Houfc, .was one of the 
imous Eiiglijhintnj vjho in the Year 1^66 ferv'd 
lie Empcior jRrJ/^/^i/ againft the 75»A/; andwas 
rcfcnt with Don ^ohn oi Auflria^ zi the.famoui 
(attic of Ufanto ; and on his Return^ was ^ made 
/ice- Admiral oi England: He was llain near th? 
iz^ore Idands, having in one Ship alone fiifUinM a 
•ight, for fifteen Hours, againft the whole Naval 
^owcr of Spain. Sir Brvil GraHviDt^^ Grandfon to 
iir Richardy rais*d conlidcrable Forces/ at his own 
Lxptnce, for King Charles I. and at the Battle of 
ianjdtnine he loil his Life, jfohn, the eldcfl Son of 
Hr lievil Granville^ was the chief Inllriimcnt of the 
amous Negotiation with General Monk ; and after 
he Reftoration he was created Ezvlo( JSath and 
/ifcount Lanfdotxne. . The prcfenr L,ord Lanfdorwne is 
ccond Son to Bernard Granville, who was fecond 
Jon of the famous Sir Bevil ; and by the Death of 
he late JVdliam Henry Earl of Bath^ i^ become the 
•hicf Male Reprcfcntative of that Houfc. The il- 
ullrious Original and glorious Actions of the Fa- 
nily of this Nobleman, will, I doubt nor, render 
his concife Account of his Dcfcent acceptable to 
ill curious Readers : But to proceed to his Educa*^ 
:ion. 

He received his fiift Tincture of Letters in Rance^ 
mdcr the Care and Tuition of Sir IVdliam ElKs^ a 
3entleman bred up under the famous Do<^tor Buibj^ 
md who has Hnce been eminent in many publick 
5rations. At Eleven Years of Age, he was fcnt to 
Vrinity-C^Hege in €an}bridge^ wliere he remain'd five 
if ears ,• but at the Ace of Thirteen he was admit- 
rcd tp the Dv'grcc of Mailer of Arts. 

Her 
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'* Her Royal Highncfs the Datchcfs of Tork (Con- , 
fort to the late 'King James) paying a Viiit to the i 
Univcrfity of Cambridge^ he was chofcn by the Col- 
lege to compliment her Highnefs with a Speech in 
'£nilijb Verfe, which he perform^ with wonderful 
Applaufe. Being thus introduced to the Mufcs, he 
took fuch a liking to them, and to his firft SuSjcft, 
that he could forfake neither. His next Perfor- 
inance was a Copy of Verfcs infcrib'd to the Earl 
of Peterlfor&ugh, upon his Negotiation of the Mar- 
tiagc of her Royal Highnefs with the Duke : And 
it has been a received Opinion, that moft of his 
J^anegyricks to Myra, however di/gisis'd and fecm- 
ingly apply'd, were originally dcfign'd for that Prin- 
cefs ; it appears that he continued conftant to this 
-Theme to the laft ; for in his Progrefs of Beauty^ he 
could not forbear placing her at the Head of his 
Celebrated Beauties : And this was one of the laft 
Pieces of his Lordftiip s Writing in that kind; 

It is a very difficult Task to give a Charafter of 
. this (hining Nobleman ; I prefumc to fay, that his 
Lordfliip is not only an excellent Poet, but a candid 
'and generous Patron ; a Nobleman of fprightly Wit, 
"and Vivacity, as appears in all his Writings, and per- 
fcftly accomplifh'd in the Affairs of State : Tho' it be 
unulual amongft Quality, he is eafy of Acccfs, hu- 
mane and affable in his Temper, and fincerc in his 
Aft ions; he has a great deal of Pcrfonal Bravery, 
and gives as much Honour to the Titles he bcari, 
as he has recciv'd from them. 

In the Year 1710, his Lordfhip (then Mr. Grait- 

'vilk) was made Secretary at War, as he was after- 

• wards Comptroller and Trcafurer of the Houfhold to 

the late Queen, and One of her Majcfty's moft 

Honourable Privy Council : And in the Year 171 1, 

' he was created a Peer of the Realm, by the Stile 

• and 
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and Title of Baron Lmfdawie oi Biddifird in, the, 
Covxity oi Devtm. , . : 

Bcfidcs his Lordfhip's Collcftion of Pocm^ con^^', 
fifting chiefly of Verfcs of Gallantry, Sones, Epi*» 
grams, &€. he has honourM the World with Three, 
Dramatick Pieces. 3 

I. 7Ae S/jf Gallants ; a Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal in little Lincdns-^Imr-Fields^ 1696.] 
This Play, tho* it waa JVnt at an Aff v;henfme Pcr^' 
fons are but leginni/ig to Spell^ * has a great deal more' 

Wit than the Stage is generally us'd to. Dialogue 
cquaU'd by few, and more juft Satyrical Obferva*. 
tions than moft of our modern Comedies : But ic 
being mifrcprefcnted, as dcfigning, in fome of the 
Chara^ers, to rcfled upon particular Perfons, and 
cfpccially upon the Government; this Prejudice, 
and the Envy to the Merit of the Performance, 
arm*d a Faftion againfl it, tho* they could not hin- 
der its Succefs, it being often afted with Applaufc. 
His Lordfliip will be cafily acquitted of the Imputa^ 
tion of rcflcfting upon the Government, when 'tis 
confider'd that he writ this Play long before that 
Government fubfiftcd, or thofc Perfons fuppos'd, 
were any ways noted; nor was it composed with 
any Intention of being made publick, but only foe 
a private Amufcment, as his Lordfhip himfelf avers 
in his Preface. Part of the Epifode of *The Four 
Sifters^ feems to be taken out of "the French JMarqm 
ija the Romance of Ibrahim. 

II. Heroick Jjrve ; a Tragedy, afted at the Theatre 
Royal with great Applaufc. This Play is one of 
the befl of our modern Tragedies : His Lordihip 
has obferv'd the ftriftcft Rules of the ancient Dra* 
ma ; the Aftion is ilngle, the Place not varied, noc 

. ^ . the 
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riic Time cxtcriilccl - beyond Arifimli% Bounds \ tlic^ 
vrhole being tranfaAed in the fameCamp) andre-> 
<}uiring no more^ Hours than are barely necefTary 
for the Reprefentation. He has, perhaps, too in-'i 
dirflrioufly avoided that Crowd of Incidents, which' 
the Enghjf} Stage fcems to demand. Hi^ Lordfliip: 
lias likewife broke thro* that long eftabli(h'd Cuftom 
of Stabbing and Murdering upon the Stage, not one' 
Aftor being rcprcfcntcd as dying in the light oi the* 
Audience, which gave occafion to fome fort of Cri-\. 
ticks, to except againft it as no Tragedy ; as if the 
fatal and unavoidable ncccfTity of an Eternal Scpa-* 
ration between two faithful Lovers was not a Ca- 
taftrophe fuflicicntly moving ,- or that cruel unna-' 
rural, and bloody Spcdadcs were the Eflcntials of' 
Tragedy. His Lordfhip, in this Play, fccms, by- 
his Style, to have made it his chief Study to de- 
liver the Tragick Vein from all fuftian and affedcd 
Exprcffions, and to preferve the Dignity of the 
Buskin from finking too low or rifing too high. The 
plot is built on the iirft Book of Homer. 
-. III. 77;e Britipi Enchanters, or No Mngick likeLcve ; 
a, Dramatick Opera, perform'd at the Qiiecn's 
Theatre in the Hay-^narket. This Piece was written' 
before .Heroick Love, but it was laft pnbliihU My 
tord had taken an early Diflike to the Fiench and 
halian Operas, conlifting mcerly of Dancing, Sing- 
ing, and Decorations, without the leaft Entertain- 
ment for any other Senfe but the Eye or the Ear. 
His Lordfliip, therefore in his Attempt, fccms to have 
applied himfclf to reconcile the Variety and Mag- 
Tkiiiccncc cflcntial to Operas, to a more reafonable 
Model, by introducing fomcthing more fubftantial \ 
fri which Defign he i% juftified by-Monfieur De 
St^'Evremwd^ who in his Difcourfc of Operas pro- 
pofc^rhc very fame Methoii, upon which this Dra? 
aiatick Performance i$ contrived. The Snccefs in 
•• • • .• -■■:^ . V . . . the 
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the Rcprcfentation every way anfwer'd ; but all fur 
ture Entertainments of this kind were at once pre- 
vented, by the Divifion of the Theatre, a»d a Pro-" 
hibitioti to that Hou(e where Dramatick Pieces 
were allowed to receive Muflcal Performers; which 
was intended .for the better Encouragement of the 
Italian Operas, at that time the prevailing Paffioct 
of the Town. . . 

HisLordfiiip alforevivM, with great Alterations, 
a Comedy of •SAa)t(/p^/ir*s,call'd The Merc ff am rfVenic^p 
under the Title of 7?jf Jew of Venice ; which was 
aftcd with good Applauie. I have been informed 
that- h^s Lordfhip had Tome other Dramatick Pieces 
and Poems in Manufcript; but upon fcizing^his 
Perfon and Papers three Years (incc, on a ground- 
Icfs Sufpicion (as has fitlce prov'd) of his being diP 
affcftcd to the prefent Eftablifliment, all fuch Papers 
and Writings, of any kind whatfocver (which 
cfcap'd the Diligence of the Officers) were burnt 
without examining, by the over officious Care of 
his Servants, to the very great Concern of all Lo- 
vers of Wit and Gallantry. 

I have been likcwife credibly informed, that all 
that has yet appear^ of his Lordfhip^s, was writtca 
between the Age of Thirteen arid Twenty fi\^ 
(wherein my Lord fccms to have followed the Ex- 
ample of Mr. Congreve^ efpecially in his early quit- 
ting the Stage) And publifl/d, for the moft part, 
from Copies without his privity, and never re- 
vised, or correfted by himfclf ; fo that his Lordfhip 
can be juftly accus'J of but very few Errors. And 
Mv.Di-yden, the greatcft Judge of Writings, as well 
as the bcft Writer of the Age -wherein he liv*d, 
in an excellent Copy of Vcrfcsnpon the Tragedy of 
Herer.k U'vty has the following impartial Lines. 
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, Auffichm Poet^ wrt thu not vrf Friend^ 
Hovj coud I envy J uhat I mufi comnund ! 
Butfmt *ti$ Natures Law^ in Love md IVtt^ 
^hoi Touth Jhoud Reign, and withering Agefubmiil 

; tl/ith lefs Regret, thofe Laurels Irefign, 
Which, dying on my Jircvjs, revive on Thine, 

His Lord(hip*s Works arc printed in Two Volumes 
O^avo : And tho' it be a bold Attempt to fay any 
thing after Mr. Drjden; I prcfume to add this 
Couplet. 

Great GranvilleV U^ks unnumbe/d Praifes clainii 
And range himforemofl in the Rolls of Fame i 

Mr. Alexander Green.v; 

AN Author that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles II. and who writ one Comedy ; 
call'd, 

' T)>e Politician Cljeated, printed in the Yeaf i66^^ 
but never a&ed. 

Mr. Robert Green. 

n[^HIS Poet liv*d in the Reign of Queen J^lizd- 
bethi he was Educated at the Vnivcrfity of 
Cambridge, where he was Maftet of Arts. Mn 
fVmftanley tells us> that this Gentleman being very 
much inclined to the Pleafures of Venus, was obliged 
to make his Pen a Slave to his Purfe, for the fupport 
of his Extravagancies. He writ feveral Pieces of 

Poecry/ 
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Poetry, moft of them printed in Black Letter, 
among which is the following Play. 

The Hiftory ofFryarBACOS, andFryar Bunct; 
a Comedy, afted by the Prince of PaiatinesScr^ 
vants. For the Plot fee IVood's Antiquities cf Oxon^ 
Plot's Hiftory of OxforJibire. ^ ' - 

He alFiftcd Doftor Lod^e in fome of his Play& 
His other Poetical Works are, Doraftm and Faunia^ 
his Arcadia, Ufftart Courtier, &c, ; \. 



F U L K G R E V I.L E ) 

Lard Brook. ' . 
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'T'HIS Honourable Author was Son of Sir F//ft * 
• * Grevile the Elder, of Beattcbamp Ccurt in »V- 
vsichfhire (being a Branch of the ancient Family of 
the Grevile* s, feated at Caml^den iit Gloucefterjbire, in 
the Time of King Edward IIL) He was bred at 
Cambridge ; from whence coming to Court he was 
very much in favour with Queen Eliz^akth znd 
King James I. by which lad he was made a Baron. 
He arrived to an Eminency in Learning, and was no • 
Icfs fam'd for his Valour. He was an Intimate of 
Sir Philip Sidney's, and in his Youth he writ feveral 
Poems of diiterent kinds, two whereof are Drama- 
tick Pieces, viz.. 

I. Al aham; a Tragedy, itfjj. This Play is 
built on chc Model of the Ancients ; the Prologue 
is fpoken by a Ghofl, who gives an Account of 
every Charaftcr. The Author has been very care- * 
ful u\ obfcrving the Rules of Ariftotle and Horace, 
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N ee ftsarta lojui ferfoMa iahret. 

De Arte Pocticai 

for he has, ill na Scene throughout, introduced 
above two Speakers, except in the Chorus between 
each AifiL The Scene ot* the Drama of this Play 
lies at the Entrance of the Perfian Gu/ph, fee Her- 
krt's Travels. 

11. Mustapha; a Tragedy, irfjj. This Play 
fccnis alfo an Imitation of the Ancients. The 
Foundation of it is the fame with that of my Lord 
Onuys Tragedy of this Name. For the Plot, con- 
fult Paului., JoviM, 7%uanus, and other Turkifi 
Chronicles. This Play firft appeared in Print in the 
Year, 1609. but was then very iinpcrfcft. 

This Nobleman wrote j4 Ureatife of Hummte 
JjtarnwgyAn Liqmjiti'on upon Fame mid Honour; Tbe Life 
^\Srr Philip Sidney, before his ^rc^rf/Vi; and /)is Re- 
maim or Poems of Mmorchy and Religion^ &c. printed 
in the Year l6^o. 

He lies buried in lVa}^wick Churchy under a black 
and white Marble Monument, whereon he* is 
fiilcd, 

Sttvam to Queen Elizabeth, 
- Counceffbr to King James, and /' 

: "r;i .;.' \R'/fiii/ro J/r Philip Sidney. . .i 

- ' -'-.If,!'* -.»... : :,...:'-.::■] 

• >: -^ \» .; c ..''.! • .: ' * \". ! . 
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William Habington, Efq; 

' A Poet that in the midft of the Civil Wars de- • 
r\^ voted himfclf to the Mufcs. He writ one 
l^layjcaUU 

7/v Qiieen of Arragm ; a Tragi-Comcdy, aftcd at 
Court, and in the Blackrfryars^ 1640. He wrote 
likcvvifc a Volume of Poems, call'd Caftara. Which 
is divided into Three Parts. The Firft is call'd the 
Miftrefs, the Second the mfe, and the Third T%e 
Friend. 

j\^. Joseph Harris. 

A Comedian of no great Note; but by tht 
Afliftancc of his Friends he aim'd at being aa 
Author ; and Two Plays are publilh'd under his 
Name* 

^I. the Mifiahf^ or tfje Falfe Report; a Comedy, 
originally composed by another Pcrfon ; but being 
put into his Hands, he, by altering, (poilM it. 

II. the City Bride, or the Merry Cuckold ; a Come- 
dy, aftcd at the Theatre in Little Umolm-Inn-Fields^ 
1696. DcdiicdXcdio^iiJohnlVaker, Bart. This 
Play is borrowed from JVebfters Cure for a Cuckold^ 
fcvcral whole Scenes being the fame, but fpoil'd by 
the Tranfpofcr j fo that it mifcarried in the Rcpre- 
fcntation, K Mr. 
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Mr. Peter Hausted. 

THIS Author was bom at Owtdle in North- 
amptonjlme^ in the Rcign of King Charks I. 
He was Educated at Queens-College^ Catnbridge ; and 
took the Degree of Mafter of Arts. He writ one 
Play ; call'd, 

Ube Rival Friends ; a Comedy, afted before the 
King and Queen at Cambridge^ i6i 2. The Prologue 
of this Play is a Dialogue between VfnpH^ Tlbetis^ and 
Phabm^ appearing at a Window abovc> as rifen, 
calling to Sol who lay in 7%etis*s Lap, at the Eaft 
Side of the Stage, canopy 'd with an azure Curtain. 
The Scene betwixt LoveaU and Hamerjhin^ Aft 3, is 
taken from T'rue-lVtt^ Daw, and La Fool, in Ben. 
Johnfons Silent Woman. 

w»s VJi%A %!A 2^ 11n 7iA 7 J. sU %J^ ^< ^M< U W ^wc w */tA l:Jt IJ, ^M^ ZiA MJk SwS IJt 

Mr. J O S E P H H A Y N E S. 

THERE is one Play mentioned, in former Ca- 
talogues, to have the Name of this humo- 
rous Comedian to it; but it i^ lb very ill writtenj^ 
that he is generally acquitted from being the Author. 
It is called, 

^A Fatal Miftake^ or The Plot fpoifd, 1696. This 
Play was printed, but never afted. 

His Prologues and Epilogues, many of which arc 
not printed, are remarkable for a fprightly Turn of 
Wit, and much Humour. 
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c^74r. Richard Head/ 

AN Author bom of Englijlj Parents in the King- 
dom ot Leland. His Father was a Clergy- 
man in Lelandy and was murder'd in the Maflacre 
there 1641. He was feme time at the Univcr- 
lity of Oxford ; but removing from thence to London^ 
he commenced BooUfcller; and was afterwards Partner 
with Mr. Kirkman in St. Foiifs Chunh-yard* Mr. 
Langbain informs us, thar he was a Man of excellent 
Natural Parts, but extreamly given to Pleafurc. He 
writ one Play ; call'd, 

Hk & UbiquCj or The Humcurs of Dublin ; a Co- 
medy a&cd witli Applaufc^ 1663. Dedicated to 
Chaks Duke of Momnouth. Ho wrote feveral oclier* 
fmall Pieces ; as the Firft P^irt of Th Englrjb Rigue^ 
Vtnms Cabinet unhclid^ &c. 



Q^r. William Hemmings. . 

nrHIS Gentleman livU in the Reign of King 
^ Charles I. He was Educatw^d at Oxford, where 

he took the Degree of Maftcr cf Arts. He wri^ ^ 

Three Tnigcdics, in his Time eileem'd. . Ar.d Mr. 

Ijihgbain rells ws, that they appeared on the Stage 

afccr the Rcftoratidn of King Charles II. and the 

Mufcs, with Approbation. They arc, 

I. jTAi? Fatal ContraSl; a Tragedy, aftcd by her 

Ma jeftv's Servants, 1^53. Dedicated to Janter 
-arl or Northawptcn^ and Ifabella hisCountcft. This 

< *ay was revived twice after the Rcftoration. For 

K a the 
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the Plot confulc Cregorie de lours^ lit. 4, y, &c. Aimh 
cn^ Valois^ De Strres, Mezeray^ dec. in the Reigns of 
Chilperk I. and Cli^air II. o( France. 

II. T'be Jews Tragedy, with their Overthrow by VtC* 
paiian and Titus his Son, i66i. This Play was not 
printed till fome Years after the Author s Death. 
The Scory you may find in Jfefhta, Lb. 6, 7. 

UL Tije Eunuch i a Tragedy. 

M^^ John H e y w o o d. 

AN ancient Poet, that liv'd in the Reigns of 
•"■ King Edward VI. and Queen Mary I. He was 
a Hertford/hire Gentleman, arid an Intimate of Sir 
Thomas Moor, to whom he was a Neighbour, and 
by whofc Intcreft he was introduced to Queen Mary. 
After her Death he fled beyond S-a, on account of 
his Rchgion, he being a Papifl, and died at Mechlen, 
1556. He was one of the befl Dramatick Writers 
of his Time, and a famous Epigrammatift. Tho' 
he was a Roman Catholick, yet he wrote with Se- 
verity againft the Regular Clergy of that Religion. 
His Dramatick Pieces, being moftly Interludes, are 
Six in Number, i//jc. 

I. A Play ofLcfve* 

II. A Flay of Genteshiefs and Nbility, in Two Parts. 
HI. A Play between John the Hmband, and Tib 

his mfe. 

IV. A Play between the Pardoner, the F^yar, the 
Curate and Neighbour Prat. 

V. Tlx Four P '/,• an Interlude. 

VI. A Play of the IVeather; call'd A New and very 
Merry Interlude of all manner of IVeathers, i J 3 J . 

Thcfc were fomc of the firft Plays that appearM 
in our EngUJh Language. This Author writ Two or 

Three 
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Three Books of Epigrams, which, Mr. Langbain 
fays, made Five Hundred in number; and alio a 
Book caird Mottumenta Literaria. 

Jgf ^ S^ ^ Cf ^ ^ 99 ^^ ^ ^ ^%S» ^ fS ^ ^ f*» i4>^ ^ f^^ 

Mr. Jasper Heywood. 

THIS Author was Son o£ Mr. John I/eyfvooJ. 
He was firft bred at Meyton-CoUegi in Oxford^ 
from whence he remov'd to AO-Souls-College in the 
fame Univcrficy; which he left for St. Omers in 
France^ where he became a zealous bigoctcd Jcfuit ; 
and was the firft of that S;:minary fent for England. 
DoAor Fuller informs us, that lie was executed in 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; but in Baker's Chr(h 
nicies mention is made, that he was one of the Seven- 
ty Priefts taken in the Year 1585, fent beyond Sea, 
when feme of them had received Sentence of Con- 
demnation. Whilft he was at Oxford, he tranllated 
Three of Seneca s Tragedies. 

I. Hercules Furens. This is an Imitation 
of a PJay of the fame Name writ by Euripides. 

II. T R o A s. Faruaby ftiles this a Divine Trage- 
dy, and highly commends it ; H^hifiiv, alfo praifcs ir, 
and prefers it to the Troades of Euripides. In the be- 
ginning of the Second Ait of this Ray, the Tran- 
llator has added a wliole Scene, where he introduces 
the Spcdre of Achilles ridng from Hell, to require • 
the Sacrifice of Polyxena. 

III. Thyestes; a Tragedy, which our Author 
tranflated at All-Souls, Oxford. He has likewifc 
added a Scene to this Play, at the Etid of the Fifth 
Aft, wherein T'hyejles bewails his Mifery, and im- 
plores the Vengeance of Heaven on Atresia. 

K 3 My. 
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c^/r. Thomas H e y w oo d. 

AN After and a Poet that liv'd in the Reigns 
of Qiiccn FJix.alfeth and King lames I. By 
his own Account, he was the moft voluminous 
JDramatick Writer wc ever had in Enghvid i for 
in tlie Preface to one of his Comedies, heafllrms, 
that he cither had an entire Hand, or a very great 
Share in the Compofurc of above Two Hundred 
Piay5. 'Tis faid, that he not only adcd himfelf al- 
moit every Day, but alfo wrote each Day a Sheet, 
a good part whereof was difpaftch'd at the Tavern. 
Ar.d ^ix.Langbain gives his Plays the Title of Se- 
cond Rate Performances j tho' the Writers of the 
Age wherein he liv'd will not allow it. Mr. Lang- 
bam fets up for a Vindicator of this Author, at the 
fame time he condemns the famous Mr. Drydcn^ 
which is no Compliment to his Judgment. Out of 
tlie Two Hundred and Twenty Dramatick Pieces 
this Author fays he has been concerned in, there arc 
but live and Twenty entire Plays remaining ; which 
are as follow. 

I. RoBfcRT Ear i of Huntingdon s Downfall ; anHif» 
torical Play, i6ox, atftcdby thcEarlofiV(///w^AWs 
Sirrvaiitf. 

IL R B F R T Earl of Huntingdon J Death, or R o* 
BIN Hood cf Merry Sherjoood ; uith tlje Tragedy of 
Chafie Matilda, i 6o i . The Plots of thefc two 
Plays are taken from Stow, Speed and Baker's Chrt^ 
mles in the Reign of Kiv.f^ Richard 1. 

111. The Golden Jge, or The Lives of] u P i T e R and 
Saturn; an Hiftorical Play, afted at the Red Bull^ 
by the C^ir.eu's Majcfty s Servants, itfii, This 

Play . 
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Play the Author Riles 7%e EUefl Bmher of Thru 
Alts. For the Story fee Galtruchims Poetical Hift. 
Rofs's MyfiagogHi Poeticm; HoByoak^ Lhtltwt^ and 
. other Dictionaries. 

IV. T'he Silver Age^ itfij, including the Love of 
^ufiter to Alcmena^ the Birth of Hercuks^ and the 
Rape of Proferpine concluded witli the Arraignment 
of the Moon. See Phutta^ Ovicts Aletamorfh. lib. }♦ 
and other Poetical Hiftories. 

V. T'he Brazen Age; an Hiftorical Play, leTij, 
This Play contains the Death of the Centaur Nejfm^ 
the Tragedy of Meleager^ and of Jafon and Medea^ 
the Death of Hercules^ l^ulcans Net, Sec. For the 
Stories fee Ovid's Metamorph. lib. 4, 7, 8, p. 

VLAlVomankillU with Kindtjefs; a Comedy, aded 
by the Queen's Servants with Applaufc, i6i 7. 

VII. If you know not me, you btcw no Body ; or The 
Troubles of Qtaen Elizabeth, in Two Parts, i6tj. 
The Plot taken from Cantbden, Speed, and other 
EngliJIj Chronicles in the Reign of Queen Eliz^a- 
beth. 

VIII. 7%e Royal King, and Loyal SubjeSi ; a Tra- 
gi-Comedy, 1627. This Play was zttcd with A|>- 
plaufe. It fccms to be taken from FJetc/jer'j Loyal 
SubjeEl. 

IX. T'he Pair Maid of tlje IVefi, or A Girlwmtb 
Gold ; a Tragi-Comcdy, itfji. This Play was ac- 
ted before the King and (^ecn. 

X. Hie Fair Maid of the IVefl, or A Girl worth 
Gold. Part 11. Adcd likewifc before the King and 
Queen, 1631. Dedicated to Thontas Hammond oi 
Grays-Inn, Efq; Both thcfe Plays met with a gene- 
ral Approbation in thofe Times. 

XI. T'lie Dutchefs of Suffolk ; an Hiftorical Play, 
1631. For the Plot fee Fox^s Murtyrology , -and 
Clark^s Martmlogy, p. $21, &c* 

K 4 XII. the 
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XII. T^he Iron Age i an Hiftorical Play, itfjaJ 
This Play contains the Rape of Htkn^ the Siege of 
Trojf, the G)mbat between Heclor and Ajax^ Heltor 
and Trcilus (lain by AchiHet, Achilles (lain by Paris^ . 
the Contention o(Ajax and Uhjfes for the Armour of 
Achiliesy the Death of -/^^Vix, &c. 

XIII. TAtf /o;^ ^^f. Part II. 161 2. Dedicated 
to Thomas Alatnvariug^ Efq; In this Play is included 
the Death of Penthefilea^ Paris, Priam, and Hecuba, 
the burning of Troy, the Deaths of Agamemnvn, Me^ 
ftelans, Cljtemmftra, Helena, Orefies, AL^ifthsn, Pylades, 
King Diomed, Pyrrhw, Cethus, Synon, Therjites. Thcfc 
Plays were adcd with Applaufc. For the Plot con- 
fult Virgil, Homer, Ltician, Ovid, &C. 

XIV. The Euglijh Traveller; a Tragi-Comedy, 
aftcd at the Cock-pit in Drurylane, 16^^. Dcdica-' 
ted to Sir Heitry Appleton. Both the Plot and Lan- 
guage of Lyonel and Reginald are taken from Plautus's 
JMvftellaria. 

XV. A Maidenhead uett loft ; a Comedy, afted in 
Drurylaw, 1634. 

XVI. The Four Loudon Apprentices^ viith th Conqnefl 
of^erufalem ; an Hillorical Play, afted by the Queen's 
Servants, 1635. Ic is founded on the Hiflory of 
Gudf^ey of Bulloign* Sec Tajfo, Fuller's Hiftory of 
the Holy IVar, Sec. 

XVIL A Challenge for Beauty ; a Tragi-Comedy, 
afted by the King's Servants in the Blackrfryars, 

XVIII. The Fair Maid of th Exchange, with the 
merry Humours of the Cripple of Fenchurch ; a Come- 

XIX. The JVtfe Pf^uman of Hogfden ; a Comedy, 
aftcd with Applaufe, 1638. 

XX. The Rape r/ L u c R e c E ; a Roman Tragedy^ 
a6cd at the Red-Bull, 1638. Plot from Tit. Uvirj, 
Pec. I.e. 58. 

XXL Lov-^'' 
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, XXI. LowV Mftreff, or T%e Quern's MaAi pre- 
Cbnced before their Majcfiies (everal ximcs^ 16^4 
For the Plot fee Aputeims Golden Afs. 

XXII. Fmuneby Land andHea ; a Comedy, ofted 
by the Queen's Servants, 165^. Mr. Aow/f/afliiled 
in the compoiing of this Play. . 

XXIII. Tl)e Lancajbire IVitches I a Comedy, aftcd 
at tiic Globe by the King's Servants. Mr. Brome 
join'd with Mr. Hfyvjood in writing this Comedy. 
This Story is related by the Author in his Hierarchy 
tf4"geh. 

XXIV. Edward IV. an Hiftorical Play, m 
Two Parts. For the Story fee Hotiiiigjbead, Speed, 
J}u Cljtfiie^ and other Chronicles. 

This Author publifli'd feveral other Pieces in 
Vcrfc and Profc, as his Hierarchy of Angels abovc- 
jnention'd, I'he Life and Troubles of Quetn Elizabeth, 
77;^ General Hiftory of IVomen, An Apology for Aiiors, 
Sec. 

In his Preface to 7%e Fair Maid of the IVeft^ he 
pleads ModeAy for not expoHng his Plays to the 
publick view of the World, in a large Volume un- 
der the Title of Works, as others had done ; which 
fcem'd to be a tacit Arraignment of fomc of his 
Contemporaries for Ollentation, particularly Ben. 
Johifon^ who, Mr. Langbain fays, was the only Poet in 
thofc Days that gave his Plays the pompous Title 
pf Works; And when an Intimate of Ben. Johnfons 
was ask'd why Bens PJays (hould be call'd Works; 
he made this Anfwer, 

7?;e Author's Friend, thsn forth Author fays, 
UcnV Plays are JVorks, uhen others JVorks are Plays'. 
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The afual Motto which this Author pctfixM to 
moft of his Works^ and which fliew*d the chief 
Dcfign of his Writing, was this from Horace ; 

Aut froiejfe volfort, out dekSiari Pcet^r^----^ 

Henry Higden, E[q\ 

TTHIS Author was a Member of the Society of 
* the Middle Temple^ and a Perfon well known to 
all the convcrfablc part of the Town, he being a 
Gentleman of Wit, and a very pleafant and face** 
tious Companion. He writ one Play. 

T%e IVarjlVtdow^ or •SirNoisr Parr at; a 
Comedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, itfpj. De- 
dicated to the Right Honourable Charles Earl of 
Dorfet and Middlefex. This Play was uflier'd into 
the World with fevcral Copies ot Vcrfcs, and had 
a Prologue writ by Sir Charles Sidley ; but yet it did 
not meet with the Succefs expcfted ; the Author 
having contriv'd to make fb much drinking of Punch 
in the Play, that the Aftors got drunk, and were 
unable to go through with it, the Audience was 
difmifs'd at the Clofe of the Third Aft. This is the ' 
reafon of his Complaint in the Preface of the unge- 
nerous Ufagc the Bcar-Gardcn Criticks gave it with 
Cat-Calls. 

•c^r/ Bevil Higgons. 

A Gentleman who followed the Fortunes of 
""^ the late King ^ames II. He is ftill living in 

Fra'itce^ 
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^Fi'once, and as I am told by a Friend of his, maiiH 
tains his Wit and good Humour undcprefsM by lu$ 
Misfortunes. He has writ one Play; call'd, 
<T/)e Generom Coftqufror ; a Tragedy, a&ed at the 
Theatre Royal, 



A ft Jft. d?t i^ 4i JS. A 
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Mr. Aaron Hill. 

T^HIS Gentleman, if I miftake not, attended 
^ the Lord Pa^et Embaflfador to Conftaminopk^ as 
his Secretary, where he wrote a Hiflory of the 
Otmnnn Empire. He is Author of the following 
Plays, vit^ 

I. E L Fji E D, or The Fair Inconflant ;. a Tragedy^ 
adcd at the Theatre Royal. To which is added 
a Farce, call'd *the fValLifig Statue, or Tie Devil in 
tlxlViue Cellar. 

IL The Fatal Vifion^ or Th Falhf Siami a Tra- 
gedy, afted at the Theatre in Uncolm-Im-Fields, 
iyi6. Dedicated to Mr. Dennis and Mr. Gildon. 



Mr. Barton HoLYDAY. , 

AN Author bom at Oxford, the latter end of 
Qiiccn Elizabeth's Reign ; and who flourifti'd in 
the Reigns of King Charles L and II. He was ear- 
ly entered a Student of Chrijh-Churcly College ; and ha- 
ving taken his Degrees of Batchclor and Maftcr of 
. Arts, he was made Archdeacon of Oxfo}'Jpjire. He 
had the Giaraftcr of a general Scholar, and a good 
Poet. He died in the Year 1 661. foou after the Rcl- 

^ toration. 
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toration^at Eijy nczr Oxford, and was buried in Chrijh 
tlhurch. He wrote only one Dramatick Piece ; call'd, 
Texnof AMI Ay or T'he Marriages of the Arts; a 
Comedy^ aded by the Students of Chrift-Church^ 
xdjo. This Play met with a general Approbation. 
This Author, belidcs this Play, prefentcd the World 
with a Tranflation of Juvenal and Perjim^ illiif- 
trated with Notes and Sculptures, A Verfionof the 
Odis of Horace, two Trafts in Latin, &c. 



Mr^ Charles Hopkins. 

^ HIS Poet was Son of that Reverend and Emi- 
^ ncnt Divine, Eukiel Hopkint Bifhop o( London^ 
derry^ in the Kingdom oi I eland. He was bom in 
Dezonjbire^ but carried to Ireland very Young. He 
had his Education at Dublin College ; and coming 
from therce over to England, he was a Student at 
Cambridge. When the Wars broke out in Ireland he 
tetirr/d to that Kingdom, and exerted his early 
Valour in the Caufc of his Country, Religion and 
Liberty: After the Wars were over, he came again 
ioT England, and fell into acquaintance of Gentle- 
men cf the beft Wit, whofe Age and Genius were 
mofl agreeable to his own. Tlie Swcetnefs of his 
Numbers, andEafinefs of his Thoughts, in his Po- 
etical Writings (\ articularly his Tranllations out of 
Ovid) as a certain Author has obferv'd, lliew that 
he was born a Poet. He writ the Three following 
Plays. 

L Pyrrhus King of Efiirus ; a Tragedy, aftcd 
at tiiC Theatre in Little Lincolns-Inn-Keldsy by his 
Ma jcfl)*s Servants, i^py. Dedicated to his High- 
ncfs the Duke of Clouujie}'. This Play had not the 

Sue- 
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Succefs dedr^dy but the Author was very Toung 
when he writ it* See the Scory in lity, Plutarch % ' 
Life of Pyrrhus^ Lucius FJcrus^ &c 

II, Bo ADiCEA> Queen of Britain ; a Tragedy. 
aftcd at the Theatre in Lincolns-Inn-Ftelds^ 1697. 
Dedicated in Verfc to Mr. Congreve. This Play is 
writ in Hcroick Verfe f and was afted with very 
great Applaufc. The Author has fenfibly touch'd 
the Paflions ; and Camillas difcovering her Rape, 
making the Firft Scene of the Fourth Act, is mafier-* 
ly pcrform'd. The Scory is the fame with Bonduca^ 
'/he being fometimcs call d Boadicea, and fometimes 
Botidnca ; as you may read in 'facitus^s Annals^ 
Second Book ot Milton s Hiflory of England^ Tjrrefs 
Hiftory of Englandy See. 

^ III. Frieudjhip imprivd^ or T'he Female JVarrier ; a 
Tragedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal. This Play 
is Dedicated to Ed'ward Cooke of Norfolk^ Efq; and, 
as I remember, has a very humorous Prologue, the 
Subjed of which is upon the Author's commencing 
Merchant, and accumulating Wealth, if a Poet can. 
It concludes with thcfe two Lines, 

My Ifvightefl Goods are laidafide as Lumber^ 
Nj Money lefty but Unes exceeding Number. 

''^Edward Howard, BJip 

nr HIS Author was of the Noble Family of the 
^ Earl of Berk/hire; He writ four Plays ; but in 
all of them fell fliort of the Succcfs he expeded* 
They are, 

I. 7lje Ufurper ; a Tragedy, aded at the Theatre 
Royal, 1663. The Charafter oi Damocles^ in this 

Play, 
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Yizy^ \is fuppos'ci^ the Author dcfigii'd for Oliver 
CrcmweL ^ 

II. Six Days Advemure, or 7%e New Utopia ; a Co- 
mcdy, afted at the Diike of Tork'% Theatre, le-ji. 
This Play mifcarried in the Reprcfentatiom 

IIL A IVomatis Cofijueft ; a Tragi-Comcdy, afted 
by the Duke of Torks Servants in Dorfet-Gardcn^ 
1677. This is the bcftof Mr Howard*s Drama tick' 
Pieces. 

IV. 7*f Man of New-market ; a Comedy, aftcd 
at the Theatre Royal, 1678. This Author has 
likewife writ two Books ot' Poems in OSiavo; one 
call'd ithe Britijh Princet ; and the other, Poems and 
EJfnys^ uith a Paraphrafe on Cicero s LaliuSy or TraH: 
of Fiiendjhp* 

Sir Robert Howard. 

SIR iJc^i/ //wwW was Brother to the Earl of 
Berkjhire. He was not only an admirable Poet, 
but a generous Patron, and a great Encouragcr of 
Learning. His Skill in Dramatick Poetry is very 
confpicuous in Tlje Committee^ and The Indian Qr^een, 
which were very much admir'd by the bcft Judges. 
He writ Six Plays, the worft of which had better 
Succefs than the beft Performance of Mr. Edward 
Houwd. His Plays arc as follow. 

I. The Committee ; a Comedy, 166$, a<Jledoftenr 
times with Applaufe. 

II. The Indian Queen; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1665. This Play is writ in Hc- 

' loick Verfc, and was aftcd with very great Ap- 
plaufe. It has fince been converted to an Opera, 
and been rcprcfcntcd with the like Siiccefs. 

111. The 
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III. Tl)e Sttrfrixjili a Tragi-Comedy^ a^d at 
the Theatre Royal, 166^. 

IV. the Great Favourite^ or T%e Duke ^f Ltmrn i 
a Tragi-Comedy, aded at the Theatre Royal, 
166%. For the Plot fee Mariana^ Turquet De 
Mayern^ and other Hillorians of thofe Times. 

V. The Blind Ladyi a Comedy, 1696. This 
Play is bound up with divers other Poems of the 
AuthorV 

VI. The Vefial Virgin^ or The Rmm Ladies i a 
Tragedy, a&ed at the Theatre Royal. There are 
two Fifth Afts in this Play, one ending tragically, 
and the other fucccfsfiilly. One of Sir Rotert's Plays 
being refledcd on by his Contemporary Poets, he has, 
in his Prologue to this Play, thcfe two Lines. 

It does a ur etched Dearth of IVn betray^ 
IVhen Things of Kind on one anotfjer frey. 

The Committee has lately been forbid to be aded^ 
the Audience turning fome Scenes of it, by Party 
Interpretations, to Times they ijever were intended 
toreprcfcnr. 

James Howard, \E/^; 

A Gentleman of the Noble Family of the Howards^ 
who writ two Comedies. 
I. All M/fiaken, or The Mad Coufle, afted at the 
Theatre Royal, 167a. This was eflecm*d an ex^ 
ccUcnt Comedy. 
^I. 7^ Englrjh Monfiettri a Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1674. This Play met with good 
Succcfs. 

Jamcs 
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James Howell, £( 

TTHIS Gentleman was born in Caermarth 
in South IViiles^ in the Year 1594. At 5 
Years of Age he remdv'd from Htrejord Sch 
Jefus-CoDege^ Oxford. In the Year idi8, h 
lent beyond Sea by Sir Robert Manfel i he ti 
the Dm) Countries^ Frame and Italy. He w: 
ploy'd by King James in a Negotiation at the 
of Madrid; and was Secretary to my Lord 
Prefident of the Council in the North. He w 
tranflated near Fifty Books, tho' but one of t 
in a Dramatick Way, which is, 

T'he Nuptials of Peleus and Theti 
Mafque and Comedy, a&ed at Paris^ '^541 1 
French King, the Duke of Tork^ Duke of 
Hemiitta Maria the Princefs Royal, the Prir 
Conti^ &c. It is partly a Tranflation from an 
Comedy; and is Dedicated to the Marchio 
Borclxfier. The Plot is taken from Ovid*s 
morfh. lib. II, &c. 

Among his other Works, his Dodonas 
or 'the Vocal Forefiy was very much applauded 
died in the Year 1666^ and lies buried on the 
lide of the 'Temple Church; with this Infc 
over him : 

Jacobus Howell, Cambro-Britannus^ Regi, 
toricgraphm in Anglia Primus ; qui^ foft 'varias 
nationes^ tandem natura Curfum Peregity Satur J. 
& Fama Do7ni, fori/que hue ufque erraticuf, h 
1666. 
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Mr. JohnHughes. 

rnpHIS Gentleman is Secretary to the Com« 

, i miffion for Jufticcs of the Peace. He has ' 
written an Opera; caH'd, 

Calypso /i;/i Telemachus ; performed at 
the Queen's Theatre in the Hayntarken 

He has a Tragedy ready for the Stage^ called 
7%e Siege of Damafcus. ,, : 1 

1 

Mr. Thomas Jevon; 

An excellent Comedian in the Reigns of King 
"**• Charles and King ^ames IL He writ a Farce; 
caird, 

Tl)e Devil of a iVife^ or A CcnticalTrattsforfnatioHi 
aftcd at the Queen's Theatre in Dorfet Gardtn^ 
16S6. It is taken from the Story of Moffa in Sir 
Pbiljjp Sidneys Arcadia, 

c^r. Thomas Ingeland. 

'TT HIS Author was a Student at thtf Univcrfity 
of CMKtridge, in the Reign of Queen ElMbetb. 
He writ one Play j call'd, 

L T%t 
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T'be Dijobediem Cbild^ a merry Interlude ; printed 
in an old black Letter without any Date. 

BenJohnson. 

THIS celebrated Poet was bom in the City oi 
fVeJhthifter^ at which School he received his 
fiilt Rudiments of Learning under Mr. Cambden. 
He removed from thence to St. Johtis College in 
Cambridge, and afterwards to Chrifi-Church-Callegej 
Oxford ; but his Circumflances not affording an 
cxpenfivc Education, he was oblig'd to quit the 
Univerfity, and follow the Trade of a Bricklaver 
with his Fathcr-in-Law ; tho' feme Authors lay, 
that he firft took the Degree of Mafter of Arts. 
Heaffiflcd in the Building of Uncolns-Inn, where ha- 
ving a Trowel in his Hand, and a Horace in his 
Pocket, he found an honourable Mecxnas^ that freed 
him from his fervilc Employment. Some Perfons 
have endeavoured to lelicn this great Man on ac- 
count of his Defccnt ; but, as Mr. Langbain obfcrvcs, 
it is no Dimiiuition to him, that he was Son-in-Law 
to a Bricklayer, and workM at that Trade, fincc 
the greatelt Poets m all Ages have been generally 
of the meancll Birth and Fortune ; witncfs, Homer 
who was a Beggar, Euripides an Herb-gatherer, 
Plautus a Baker's Servant, Terence 2l Slave, and Virgil 
was the Son of a Basket-maker. He was of an 
open free Temper, a jovial and plcafant Compa- 
nion, blunt and haughty to his Antagonifts, and 
impatient of Cenfurc. His rfatural Genius was 
much improved by Study and Learning, no one 
making greater Advantages of his Reading than 
he, which is plain in all his Works. His Dc- 
^ligns were great, noble, and various; and as 

there 
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there arc few Men of Eminence buc imitate the 
Anticnts, fo Plautus chiefly fccm'd to be his Model. 
He was Poet Laureat to King James and King 
Charles I. His Dramatick Pieces are Fifty two 
in Number, but his Plays male not above Ninc-^ 
teen, 'ViT^. 

I. Ev€}'y Man in his Humour ; a Comedy, aftcd by 
the Lord Chamberlains Servants, 1558. Dedica- 
ted to Mr. Cambden. This Play has been rcviv'd 
and adcd (incc the Rcftoration with Applailfe, ha- 
ving a new Epilogue fpokcn by Bca Johnfons 
Ghoft, written by the Lord Dorfet. 

IL Every Man out of his Humcur 5 a Comedy,' 
aftcd by the? Lord Chamberlains Servants, i5pp. 
This Play was rcviv'd and a&cd at the Theatre 
Royal, idyy. 

IIL C y N T H \i!s Revels y or 7 he Fountain of Self^ 
love I a Comedy, afted by the Children of Qiieen 
Elizabeth*s Chapel, itfoo. In the Epilogue to this 
Play are thcfe Lines. 

I'hisfrom our Authr I was bid to fay^ 

By Jove 'tis good, and if you S like^you may. 

IV. 'The Poetafler^ or His Arraignment ; a Come- 
dy, afted in the Year itfoi. This is a Satire upon 
the Poets of the Age, particularly Mr. Decker, who 
is lafii'd under the Title of Crifpinus : And Mr. 
Decker, in his Satyromaflix, has this in his Defence, 
Horace (fays he) tyaU'd his Pcetajlers to the Bar, and 
the Poetafters untrufAt Horace. This Play is adorn'd 
with ftveral Tranllations from the Anciints. See 
Ovid*s Eleg. Lib. i. Eleg. ly. Horat. Sat. Lib. 1. Stat. 
2. Vtrgilii JEn. Lib. 4, iSX. 

V. St JAN usV Fall*, a Tragedy, afted by his 
Ma jelly's Servants, 1603, Dedicated .to the Lord 
Aubigny. This Play was u(her'd into the World, 

L 1 with 
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with Nine Copks of Vcrfcs, and was aftcd with 
general Approbation. For the Story, fee Tacitus, 
Suetomus^ Seneca^ &€• 

VI. An Entertainment for the Queen and Prince, 
at iny Lord Spencer's at Ahhrop^ 1603. This was 
performed upon the firft coming of the Qjiccn into 

VII. Volpom : or Tl)e Fox ; a Comedy, afted by 
the King's Servants, 160$. Dedicated to both the 
Univcrfities. This Play was aded with great Ap- 
plaufe. It is writ in imitation of the Ancients, 
and the Argument is form'd into an Acroftick, 
after the Manner of Plautus, 

VIU. Qtteens MaJqueSy of Beauty and of Blaclc- 
nefs; performed at Court on Twelfth Nighty and at 
JVljite-Hiill i6q^. 

IX. An Entertainment of the King of England 
and King of Denmark at Theotalds^ 1606. 

X. Epicccnf, or TheSlem IVomani a Come- 
dy, afted firft by the Children of her Majcfty's 
Revels, 1609. Dedicated to Sir Francis Stuart. 
This is accounted one of the bed Comedies we have 
extant, and is always ai'ted with univcrfal Applaufe. 
Part of this Play is borrowed from Ovid de Arte 
Amandiy (com Juvenal, &c. 

XI. Mafqtie of Queensy celebrated from the Houfc 
of Fame, by the Qiieen of Great Britain and her 
Ladies, at H^me-Hully 1609. This Mafque is a- 
dorn'd with learned Notes ; and the Author was 
afliftcd in the Invention of the Scenes and Machine- 
ry by Mr. Liigo ^onesy the famous Architeft. 

XIL Tl^ Cafe is alter d\ a Comedy, afted at the 
Black Fijarsy i6op. This Play is partly borrowU 
from Plainms Comedies. 

XIII. The AlchymiR; a Comedy, afted by his 
Maj^fty's Servants, 1610. Dedicated to the Lady 
Miry IVroth. This Play was aftcd with great Ap- 
plaufe. 
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plaufe. Mr. Dryden was of Opinion^ that the Cha* 
rader of the Alchymift is taken from Albumcnuir. 
. XIV. C A T A L I N t*$ Con/piracy ; a Tragedy, aft- 
ed by the King's Servants, 1611. Dedicated to 
pmiam Eari of Pentti^h. The Plot from Salu/i. 
Hift^ Plutarch* s Life of Cicero^ 8cc. 

XV. Bartholomev^Fair ; a Comedy, afted by the 
Lady Eliznbet//s Servants, 1514. Dw-dicated to 
King James L This Play was afted with great 
Applaufe. It has a great deal of Humour in it ; but 
fomc of it is low, which Ben. intended as a Banter 
upon the Town, for not encouraging his Catalwe, 
(a learned Piece) which tho' well rcceivM, had not ' 
the Succefs he expefted. 

XVI. An Entertainment in private of the King 
and Queen, on MayDay^ at Sir IViUlam Cornicallii's 
Houfe at Highgate^ 1614. 

XVIL "the Gulden jige re/iord; a Court Mafqi?e, 
1615. 

XVIII. Tlje Devifs an jifs; a Comedy, afted by 
his Majcfty's Servants, 1616. Part of this Play is 
taken from Boccace^s Novels. 

XIX. A Cbriftmas Mafquc ; prefented at Court, ^ 

XX. Pleafure reconcifd to Virtue ,• a Mafque, pre- 
fented at Court before King Jame^^ 161 p. 

XXI. Ntfws from the new IVorld, difave}'*d in the 
Moon ; a Mafque, likewife prefented at Court be- 
fore King jf^tw^/, 1620. 

XXII. ne Metamorphosed Gipjies; a Mafque, pre- 
fented before the King at Burleigh on the Hill, and 
mndfnr-CaJlle, 1621. 

XXIII. T'ime vindicated to himjelf and his Honours; ^ 
a Mafque, 1623. 

XXIV. Pan's Anniverfjry, or The Shtpherd's H(r- 
May I a Mafque, prefented before the King and 
Court, i6iK. 

L 3 XXV. 
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XXV. The Staple of News; a Comedy, aftcd b!/ 
hisMajjftys Servants, idjy. The Author in this' 
Play introdiices four Perfons, who coiitinuc during 
the Rcprclcntation , and Criticife on the Perfor- 
mance. 

XX VI. A Mafque of Owls at Kenelxuortb; per- 
formed by the Ghcft of Captain Cox, mounted on 
his Hobby-Horfe, i6z6. 

XXVII. T/je Fortunate IJIes ; zCovixtM'dfqi\c,l626. 
XXViinh New Lm, or The Light Heart; a 

Comedy, itf2p. This Play the Author fays was 
never atted, but moft negligently play'd by the 
King s Servants, and more fqucamiflily beheld and 
ccndu'd by the Audience. 

XXIX. Lti'Ss Triu/rtph thro* CaUifolU ; a Mafque, 
performed at Court by King Chariesl. with his Lords 
and Gentlemen, 1^30. 

XXX. C LOR ID I A, or Rites to Chris ; a Mafque, 
prcfenced by the Qiieen and her Ladies at Court, 
1630. 

XXXL The King's Entertainment at IVelbeck in 
Nctti}2gh:iir:ff?i)e, the Seat of the then Earl of Nevo^ 
caftUy on his Majefty s going into Scotland, 1611. 

XXXII. Loies lVdccr>ie\ an Entertainment for 
thx: King and Queen at the Earl of i\^'UT/7/?/p'sHoufc 
at Jioffiver, 1634. 

XXX IlL The MagKctick Lady, or Huntottrs recon^ 
cifdi a Comt^dy, adied in the Black-Fryars. This 
was eft:-em'd an excellent Play. 

XXXIV. Mortimer's /vz//; a Tragedy. This 
Play was left impcrfedt by the Author. 

XXXV. 'The mdowi a Comedy, afted by his 
Majefty's Servants in the Black-Fryars with great 
Applaufe. }\U. Fletcher and Mr. Aliddleton affifted in 
the Compofition of this Play. 

XXX VL Entertainment at KLng James the Firft's 
Coronation. 

XXXVII. 
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XXXVn. Entertainment of King James and 
Queen Anne at I'heobalds. 

XXXVIIL A Challenge at Tilt at a Marriage; a 
Mafque. 

XXXIX. Love freed from Ignorance and Folly i a 
Mjfque. 

XL. Loverefto/d; a Mafque, prcfcnted at Court 
by Gentlemen belonging to the King. 

XLI. N E p T u N t's Vrium^h for tlje Return of Al- 
bion ; a Mafque. 

XLIL A 'tale of a Tut; a Comedy. 

XLIII. The Sad Shepherd^ or A Tak of Robin 
Hood; a Dramatick-Paftoral of Three Afts. 

XLIV. The Vifton of Delight i a Mafque, prefent- 
ed at Court. 

XLV. MrRcuRT vindicated from the Alchpni/ls 
at Court ; a Mafque. 

XL VI. Tl}e Injb Mafque' at Coun I prefented by 
Gentlemen, the King's Servants. 

XL VII. A Mafque of Augurs^ prefented with 
fevcral Anti-Mafqucs. 

XL VIII. Hymen-* I, or The Sole?nnities of a 
Miifque and Barriers at a Marriage; with learned 
Marginal Notes. 

XLIX. A Mafque at the Lord Haddington's Mar- 
riage ; prefented at Court. 

L. A Mafque at tlie Lord Hayeks Houfe ; prefen- 
ted by fcveral Noblemen, for the Entertainment of 
Monficur Le Baron de Tour^ Embaflador from the 
French King. 

LI. Oberon the Fairy Prince; a Mafque of 
Prince Heinfs. 

LII. Speeches at Prince Henry*/ Baniers. I know 
not when thcfe Twenty Dramatick Picccsylaft 
mcntion'd, were acled, but they were printed witii 
the reft in Two Volumes FoUo^ 1640 and-itfp^; 
and his whole Works are lately reprinted in Six 
Volumes Oihivo. L 4 A 
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A noted Writer of the Age wherein this incom^ 
parable Poet liv'd^ wrote this Epigram on his Plays 
in general. 

Each Uh an Indian Ship or HuB afptars^ 
^hat took a Voyage f^Jomt certain Tears^ 
7p flow the Sea^ and furrow up the Main^ 
And brought rich Ingots from his hadtn Brain; 
His Art tl)e Sun i his Labours xvere the Lines 
JVhere folid IVit^ the Treafure fully Jhines. 

To (hew that Ben was famous at Epigram, X 
need only tranfcribe the Epitaph he wrote on thfc 
Cady Elizabeth L. H. 

Underneath this Stone doth lye 
As much Virtue as could die; 
Ji^ich^ uhen alive, did Harbour give 
To CIS much Beauty as could live. 

He died Anno i6ij, in the Sixty Third Year of his 
Age,' arid was buried in IVe/lminfter'Abbey, on the 
Weft Side near the Belfry, with only this Memo- 
rial, 

O Rare Bek. Johnson. 

Qne of his Admirers wrote the following Infcrip- 
tion^ defign'd for his Monument : ' 

JWc Johnlbnus nofler Lyricorum^ Dramaticorumq; 
CoryfhotHi, quiPal/ade aujjfice laurum aGracia ipfaqi 
Roma rapuit, & faujlo omine in Britanniam tranftulit 
nc/b^amy nunc invidia major, fato, nee tamen amuli's 
cejjit. Ann. Dom. 16^7. 
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Mr. Charles Johnson. 

' A N Author now living;, who has publifhVl thg' 
jTjl following Plays; 

I. Fortune in herUAtsi a Comedy, 170J. This /$ 
but an indifferent Tranflation of Mr. Cmh/s Nau- 
fra^inm Jccu/aye } and was never prcfcntcd on the 
Stage. 

IL 7?;e If^fe's Rjclief, or T%i Husband^ s Cure; a 
Comedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal. This Play. 
is chiefly taken from Shirley s Gamefter* 

III. l%e Force of Friendjbip ; a Tragedy, with a 
Farce, caU'd Love in a Chej\ afted at the Queen's 
Theatre in the Haymarket^ 1710. Dedicated to the 
Dutchefs of Shrewsbury. 

^IV ih generous Husband^ ov Coffee-Houfe Politician i 
a Compdy. Dedicated to the Lord AJhbumham. 

V. T'he Country Lajfes^ or 'the Cuftom of the Alvwr; 
a Comedy. Dedicated to the Earl of Clare. This 
is chiefly taken from Fletcher's Cuftom of the Country. 

VI. *The Succefful Pirate ,• a Comedy, taken from 
an old Play called Arviragnu 

^ VII. Jjove and Liberty } a Tragedy. 

VIII. T%eJ/ti1:?n; a Tragedy, 1715. Dedicated 
to the Dutchefi of Marlborough. It is taken for the 
moft Part from Racine's Iphigenia. 

IX. The Sultanefs i a Tragedy, 1717. This isi 
little more ^ ;han a bare Tranllation of Racine's 
Bajaxet. 

A. the Cobler of preflon ; a Farce of Two Afts, 
taken from Shaltejpca/s tinke}- of Burton Heath in the 
5lj;;^/>;^ of a Shira;. ' • 

TheG: 



;i54 Lives and Charaders of the - 

Thcfc Seven laft were all afted at the Theatre 
Royal in Drurj-lane. 

!>e!!&«II^«2l*«iifl»Cs» «?1* «ilo «&B9» «i?«»«H«»«!I«t 
Mr. John Jones. 

THIS Author Iiv'd in the Reign of King 
CharUs I. and writ one Play call'd, 
Adrasta, or 7he IVumans Spleen and Ijrves 
Cmiquefl; a Tragi-Comedy, 1635. never a&cd. Part 
of this Play is taken from Bocaice's Novels. 

i^ifr. Thomas Jordan. 

APL A YER, who liv'd in the Reign of King 
Char/es I. He writ Tlirec Dramatick Pieces* 

I. XJie IValkf of l/lingtcn and Hogfdon, uuth the Hw- 
moursof IFicd'firect Compter; aG)medy, i^J7- Dc^ 
dicated to Richard ^Clxjney^ Efq; This Play was 
aftcd Nineteen Days together with great Applaufe. 

IL Moneys an jifs ; a Comedy, atted with Ap- 
plaufe, 1668. 

IIL Fancies Feftivab ; a Mafque. In this Play 
are the following Lines fpoken by a Soldier : 

Our God and Soldier we alike adore^ 
Jufl at tU brink of Ruin, not before ; 
The Danger paft^ loth are alike requited, 
God is forgotten, and the Soldier flighted. 



M-. 
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TkTrt William JoYNER. ^ ?/ 

THIS Gentleman was bom in Oxfor^ire, m 
the Reign of King Charles U. and educated 
at MagdalenrCoDegey whereof he was a Fellow, *till 
he changed his Religion, when he voluntarMy rc- 
fign*d. In the Reign of King James IL he was re- 
plac*d in the fame College on new Modelling of the 
Univcrfity by the Eccleh'alHcal Commiffioners; but: 
on an Apprchenlionof the Revolution, he and the reft 
of the Fellows were foon after rcniov'd. When ho , 
withdrew from Oxford, he wrote a Tragedy calfd, 
^T'he Roman Emfrefs ; afted at the Theatre Royal, 
I dy I. Dedicated to Sir Charles Sidley. This Play 
was afted with Applaufe. The Author has imita^ 
ted OEdifm and Hifpolam ; and Mr. Langbain fup- 
pofes this to be the Story of Ccnftamiue and his 
Wife and Son, under the Names of Valemim, Crif" 
pm and Faujlina. For the Plot fee Zo^mens Hiftorj. 

ih^:^* A?/rt ►^^i?5'^^'A^^^^^?/A ji>?^^tVo95!?^!t^^^ ->2'5Qt'tvf25'^f A 
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Mr. Henry Killegrew. 

A PERSON of eminent Wit in the Reign 
of King Charles I. who, at the Age of Seven- 
teen, writ the following Play. 

T'he Cotifpiracy ; a Tragedy, afted at the BJack^ 
Fryars with Applaufe, lesjS. Bexijohvjon and my 

Lord 
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Lord FauWand commcxiAcA this Flay, which created 
the Author fomc Envy, The firft Imprcflion was 
furreptitioufly printed, without his Confcnt, whilft 
he was beyond Sea; fo that, on his Return, he 
cblig'd the World with a new Edition, under the 
Title of Pall ANTUS ^^iEuoonA, idyj. 



Thomas K i l l e g r e w, Efq\ 

THIS Gentleman was Page of Honour to 
King Charles I. and Groom of the Bed- 
Chamber to King Charles II. He was a Perfon cele- 
brated for Wit, and attended the King in his Exile, 
during which Time he made the Tour of France^ 
Italy and Sfa'm. In the Year i5yi, he was fent Re- 
(ident to the State of Venice. He writ Eleven Plays, 
Nine whereof were composed in his Travels ; they 
are printed in One Volume Fol. i66j^. (viz..) 

I. The Paifons fVeddiftg ; a Comedy, writ at Bajil 
in Switzerlmtd, Dedicated to the Lady Barton. This 
Play was reviv'd at the Theatre in Little Lincolns-Imt- 
Fields, and aded all by Women. It appeared on the 
Stage with great Approbation. The chief Incidents 
in this Play are to be found in Two old Plays, viz., 
Antiquaryy Ram-Alley^ 6cc. 

II. B £ L L A M I R A her Dream^ or Love of Shadows ; 
a Tragi-Comedy, Dedicated to the Datchefs of 
Richmond anjd Lenox. 

ill. BhtLAMiKA her Dream, Part II. written at 
Venice ; Dedicated to the Lady Anne Vtllers Countcfs 
of Fffex. 

IV. CiClLIA /J/fiCLORINDA, OT Love in AiWi ; 

a Tragi-Comedy, written at Tioin i Dedicated to 
the Countcfs of Morton. 

V. 
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• V. CiciLiA and ClorindA) Part II. written 
at Ftcrencc the Year 16$ u Dedicated to the Lady 
Dwothy Sidnej^ Countcfs of Sunderland. The Cha-s 
rafters of Amadeo^ Ducim SindAfanlim, feem G>pies 
of Aglatidasy Artabes and Megabifss in Grand Cmt$^ 
Part I. Lib. 3. 

VLCLARAciLLA;a Tragi-Comed y, written 
at Rome^ and Dedicated to the Author's Sifter, the 
Lady Shannon. 

VII. T'he Prifino'si a Comedy, written in London. 
Dedicated to his Niece the Lady Compton. Mn Cart- 
Wright writ fomc commendatory Lines on this Play 
and Claracilla. 

VIII. T'he Princeff^ or L9ve atfirfl Sight ; a Tragi- 
comedy, written at Naf/es. Dedicated to the La* 
dy Lovelace. 

IX. The Pilgnm i a Tragedy, writ at Paris. De- 
dicated to the Countcfs of Caernarvon. 

X. TnoMASO, or Tl)e IVanderer; a Comedy, 
Part of this Play is borrowed from Fletchers Caftain 
and Ben Johnfons Fbx. 

XL T H o M A s o, or Tlje IVanderer^ Part II. Both 
thefe Plays were aftcd with Applaufe. 

Sir William K i l l e g r e w. 

VI c E-C HAMBERLAXNto Katharine Quccn'Dow-' 
ager ; was Author of Five Plays, which were 
all aAcd with Applaufe, viz.. 

I. P A N D o R A, or The Convent ; a Tragi-Comedy* 

II. Ormasdes; a Tragi-Comcdy. 
HI. Selindra; a Tragi-Comcdy. 
IV. The Siege of Uriin ; a Tragi-Comcdy. 
V.The Imperial Tragedy. The chief Part of this 

Play is taken from a Latin one. For the Plot, fee 

Marcel'- 
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Man^llintUy CaJpcd9rM, Evagrim, &c. of Zem the 
Twelfth Emperor from Conjiantine. All thcfc Plays 
arc printed in one Volume FoL 1666. 



jWr. John Kirk. 

AN Author who liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles I. and writ one Play call a. 
The Seven Champmt of Chri/ltvaoM ; adcd at the 
Cockph with general Approbation, 1^38. Dedicated 
to Mr. Jc/m IVaite. The Plot of this Play is taken 
from the Hiftory of the fame Name, and Heyljns 
Htjl. of St. George. 

Mr. Ralph Knevet. 

A Norfolk Gentleman, who, in the Reign of King 
Charles I. writ one Dramatick Piece, call'd, 
Rhodon and Iris; a Palloral, kJji. Dedica- 
ted to Niiholcu Bjcoit, Efq; 

Jldjr. Thomas Kyd. 

THIS Gentleman livM in the Reign of Queen 
Elizateth^ and publifh'd one Play, call'd, . 
PoMPE Y th;f Great; his fair Cornelia's Tragedy, 
155^5. Dedicated to the Countefs of Sujfex. This 
ironly a Tranflation from the French of the famous 
Uden Gamier^ 

L. Mr. 
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■ L. 

2idr. J O H N L A C T. 

A FAMOUS Ccmcdian in the Reign of 
King Chailes II. He was bom near Donca^ 
fier in York/hire, originally a Dancing-Maftcr ; but 
was afterwards a Lieutenant and Quarter-Mafler in 
the Army, under Colonel Gerrard. He was well 
Ihap'd, of a good Stature and juft Proportion, which 
are great Advantages to an Aftor. King Charks 
(o much eftccm'd him for his admirable playing, 
that he had his Pifture drawn in three feveral Re- 
prcfentations, (viz.) as league in xhz Cinnmhteey Scrti^ 
pie in the C/}eats, and Callyard ixi the Varieties. He 
was not only an excellent Player, but a good Judge 
of Plays. He wrote Three Dramatick Pieces. 

I. T'be Dumb Lady^ or 7%e Farrier made Phyjtcian ; 
a Comedy, 1672. Dedicated to the Earl of South- 
ampton. The Plot, and great part of the Language 
of this Play is taken from Moliere*s k Aledecin Malgre 

U. The Old Troops or Monficur Ragou ; a Comedy, 
1672. 

III. Sanny the Scot, or 7/je Taming of a Shrew ; al- 
tered from Shake/pear, and aftcd with great Applaufc 
at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane. 

IV. Sir HlrcVles Buffoon, or 7^ Poetical 
Squire ; a Comedy, adcd at the Duke of Torlts 
Theatre. This Play was publifli'd in the Year 
1684, .Three Years after the Author^s Death. 

Mr. 
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Mr. John L e a n a r d. 

MR. LMgbain tells us, that this was a Plagiary 
of extraordinary AfTurance, who by other 
Writings alTum'd the Title of an Author. 
There arc two Plays publifliM under his Name, (v/z,.)' 
\^L Country Innocence^ or The Chamber^Maid turnd 
Quaker ; a G)mcdy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 
1677. Dedicated to Sir Francis Himljman. This is 
little more than Mr. Srewe/s Country Girt reprinted, 
with a new Title. 

II. The Rambling ^I'fiice^ or The ^eaJotn Husband; 
a Comedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1680. The 
greateft part of this Play is taken from a Comedy, 
writ by Mr. Middlaon, calfd. More Dijfemblers befides 
JVomen. 

Mr. Nathaniel Lee* 

AN eminent Poet, the Son of a Clergy-Man, was 
"^ educated at Wefiminfler School under Dr. Busby ^ 
from whence he went to liimty-CoUege in theUnivcrfity 
of Cambridge. He writ Eleven Plays, and has flicwn 
a Maftcr-piece in Lucius Junius Brutus, 
which fcarcc^ any of his Contemporaries cquall'd, 
and none has exccU'd. In his M i t » r i d a t e s 
and Theodosius, the Love Scenes arc extreme- 
ly moving. His Plays are as follow, viz.. 

I. Nero Empevorof Rente; a Tragedy, aftcd at 
the Theatre Royal, 1675- Dedicated to tlie Earl of 
Rochfter. This Play is writ in a mixt Stile, Profc, 
Rhime and Blank Vcrfc. For the Plot confulc 

N:rQ^S 
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Nero^s Life in SuetontMy Aurelifn ViElcr^ Tadnis, 
&c, 

IL SoPHONiSBA) orHANiBALV Ove^thrctu I 
a Tragedy, adcdatthc Theatre Royal, i6j6. De- 
dicated to the Dutchefs of Pert/mouth. Plot from 
Sir ff/aher Rakiglh Hift. of the IVorld^ Uvj^ FIothi, 
JpffiM, Diodorm, Pol)tiHS, Jujlin^ &c. 

III. G LOR IAN A, the Court of Augustus 
Cmsak; a Tragedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 
i6j6. Dedicated likcwifc to the Dutchefs ofPortf- 
7muth. The Story you may find in Cleopatra^ Part L 
Bock 3. Part V.Book 3, drc. under theCharafters 
of C^fnrio^ MarceOm and Julia. 

IV. Tlie Rival Qtieens^ or 7he Death of Kh^Yr 
A N D E R /Ae Great ; a Tragedy, adcd at the Thea- 
tre Royal, 1677. Dedicated to the Earl of A&/- 
groove. This Play was a&cd with very great Ap- 
plaufe, and was allowed by Mr. Drjden^ in a Copy 
of Vcrfes prefixed to it, to be a Mafter-picce. The 
Plot is taken from Quint. Curtim, Plutarch's Ufe of 
Alexander the Greats Ju/lin, Jofephm^ &C. 

V. MiTHRiDATES King of Pontus ; a Trage- 
dy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 1678. Dedicated 
to the Earl o( Dorfet and Middlefex, This Play was 
aftcd with general Approbation : It is founded on 
Hiftory, as Appian of Alexand. Roman Hift. Florm^ 
VeU. Pater cuius ^ and Pltitarcb in the Lives ofScyffa^ Imt 
cu Uusy Pompey^ &c. 

VI. Theodosius, or Tl)e Force of Love ; a 
Tragedy, aded at the Duke of Torik's Theatrcj68o, 
with great Applaufc. Dedicated to the Dutchefs 
of Richmond. The Plot is taken from Pharamond a 
Romance, Eufeb, Htft. Ecclejiaftica^ Varemta^ Mirtian 
and 'Ihtodojius. 

VII. CiCSAR Borgia; a Tragedy, aftcd at 
the Duke of York's Theatre, idSo. Dedicated to 
the Earl of Pembroke. See Gtticciardine^ hb. 5, 6. Ma-- 

M fianaM 
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rioiuit Jib. 27, a 8. Sir Paul PJcnut^s Lives of the 
Pofef^ in the Reifft of Alexander VL 

VIIL Lucius Junius Brutus, Father of hU' 
Country ; a Tragedy, aftcd at the Duke's Theatre, 
1 68 1, with great Applaufe. Dedicated to the Earl 
of Dtnfet and Middlefex. For the Story fee Junius 
Brutus^ in Clelra^ a Romance, Part II. Book i. and 
Part III. Book i. And for the original Hiftory, 
confult Florusy Livy^ Dionyjtus^ HaOicamaJf. Eutropius, 
Orojiusy &c. 

IX. CoNSTA NTiNE the Great; a Tragedy, 
aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 1684. The Plot from 
Eufeb. de lAta Covftantin. Socrates^ Zonaras^ Eutrofius, 
BarotiiiiSy ArHmianus MarcellinuSy &c. 

X. ThePriuceffof Cleve; a Tragi-Q)mcdy, afted 
at the Queen s Theatre in Dorfet-Garden^ 1689. De- 
dicated to the Earl of Dorfet and Middlefex. This 
Play is founded on a Romance of the fame Title. 

XI. T'he Majfaae of Paris ; a Tragedy, aftcd at 
the Theatre Royal, 1690. For the Story fee 77;//- 
anusy Piene, Alath/eu, Davild^ MexMray^ &c. in the 
Reign of Char lex 1\. 

Mr. Lee likewifc join'd with Mr. Drydcn in two of 
his Plays, vi^. The Duke ofGuife, and OE d i p u s. 

This unfortunate Gentleman was under Confine- 
ment fome Years in Bedlam ; but at length obtain- 
ing his Liberty, died in the Street in one of his 
Night-Rambles : And as Mr. Langbaiu obfcrves, his 
Lunacy exceeded that of the Divine Fury, men- 
tioned by Ow/, and which oftentimes accompanies 
the beft Poets: 

Efi Deus in nobis ^ agitame calefcimus iHo. 

The following Delcnption of Madnefs in his C it- 
SAR BoRciA is inimitable, 
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To my tharmi Ears no more of Woman teff^ 
Name not a Woman, and IJbatf be vxU: 
Uke a poorLunatick^ that makes his Mooit, 
And j or a while Ifegttiles his Lookers on ; 
' He Riafons uelt, his E)es t/jeir JVildiiefs hfe^ 
He vows t/je Keepers his wrong d Senfe abttfe : 
But if yon hit the Caufe that hnrt his Brain, ^ 
Then his Teeth ^najh, /jefoaws, hejijahes his Chain, >• 
His* Eye-Balls row/, and lie is Mad again. j 

John L y l y^ M* A. 

A P O E T that liv'd in thc.Rcign of Qiiccn £/r- 
zMbeth. He was born ii\ Kent, and had his 
Education at St. MaryMagdalen:Qollege, Oxford, where 
in the Year 1575 he took his Degree of Mafter ot 
Arts. He was one of the firft Authors that at-» 
tem}^ted to refine the Englifi Language ; and wric 
the following Plays. 

I. The Maid's Metamorpljojis ; a Comedy, aftcd by 
the Children of St. Paul% 1600. 1 

IL Lijve's Mctammphojts i a Dramatick-Paftoral, 
aftcd by herMajcfty'sCliildren of the C!)apcl,i(5oi. 

III. Endimion; a Comedy, adled before the 
•Qiiccn by the Children of Sc. Paul's. Endimion s be- 
iiig bclov'd by the Moon, may be met with in Lu^ 
cian*s Dialogue between Vemu and the Aloon, Natales, 
Comes, and Galtruchius*s HiJL oftlx Heathen Gods^ 

IV. Galathea; a Comedy, a&ed before the 
Queen at Greenwich on Ne w- YearVDay. The Cha-, 
rafters oi'Galathea and PhiBidia arc taken from Jphis 
and lauthe in Ovid's Metamorphojis, lib.^. Sec. 

V. Aluxander and Campaspe; a Tragi- 
Comed^', prcfented before the Qjiecn, and after- 

M 2 wards 
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wards a&cd in BladrFryars. Plot from Plin/s Na^ 
tural Htft. lib. 35. cap. 10. 

VI. M r D A s J a Comedy^ Iikewifc playM before 
the Queen. Apnleius has writ this Story at large in 
his Aureus Afinus. See alfo NataUs Cmtes^ Gnltrw 
chius^s Hifl. of the Heathen Gods, and Ovi^s Meta^ 
fttorph. lib. II. 

VII. Sappho and P h a o n j a Comedy, ad- 
cd before the Queen, and afterwards in the Blackr 
Frjoi's. Plot from Ovicts Epifl. 

VIII. Mother B o m b 1 e ; a picafant Comedy, a Aed 
by the Children of St. Paul's. Thefe Six Plays, laft 
mentioned, are publifli'd together by one Mr. Blount, 
(an Author in thofc Days) in the Year 16^2. 

IX. T'he IVoman in the Moon; a Comedy, 166^. 
Mr. Lyly likcwife writ a Novel call'd, £ u p h u e s 

and his England^ which was ii\ his Time very much 
cfteem'd, and has been lately reprinted. 

Mr. Thomas Lodge. 

THIS Author was a Doftor of Phyfick in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; bred at Cambridge, 
and during his Reiidence there, he \yrit fcveral Pieces 
of Poetry, amongft which arc Two Plays. 

I. Tlje IVounds of Civil IVar, or 7%e Tragedies of 
M A It. I u s and S c y l t a, i 5P4. For the Plot 
confult Plutarch in Vit. Mar. & Siff. See alfo Aure- 
lius Vi^or, Eutrcpius, Veil. Paterculus, Salujlins, 6cc. 

II. ALooking-glafs for Lcndon and England; a Tragi- 
comedy, 1 598. Mr. Green aflifted in the Compofing 
of this PJay, It is founded on the Story of Jonas 
and the Nmevites in Sacred Hiftory. 

5/V 



Engliih DRAMAtxcK P01T& .'xtfj 

^ OOCOOOOOCOQOOCSGOOoiBOOOQC fSSf 

^y/r W I L L I A M L O W E R. 

A NOTED Cavalier in the Reign of King 
•^*' Cbarks I. who, during the Qvil Wars, took 
Sandiiary in Holland^ where he diverted himfcif 
with Poetry, and writ and tranflated Six Plays. 

I. T'he Phmix in her Flames i a Tragedy, 1^3 p. 
Dedicated to T'l)omas Jjmer^ Efq; 

II. 'the Martjry or PofyeuSle ; a Tragedy, x^jy. 
For the Story (ce Coeffeteau Hijl. Rom. Surius de Vitis 
SanEloYum^ &c. 

tin. HoRATius; a Roman Tragedy, 16^6. 
This is a Tranflation from Corneiffe. Sec Dion HaU 
licarnajf. Cajjiodorus^ ice. 

IV. NoUe Ingratitude ; a Paftoral Tragi-Comedy, 
I6j8. tranflated from Monfieur Quinaulu 

V. 7?;^ Inchanted Lovers ; a Dramatick-Pafloral. 

VI. the Amorous Phantafni ; a Tragi-Comedy, 
tranflated from Qttinauk. Dedicated to her High- 
nefs the Princefs Royal. 

Thcfc Two lafl were printed at the Hague^ itfyS. 
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Lewis Mac chin 
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A Gentleman that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles I- Author of one Play. 
^he Dumb Knight ; a Comedy, afted by the Chil- 
dren of his Majcfty's Revels, 1^33. Several Inci-. 

M 3 dents 



\66 • Lives and Gharadteri of the ^^ 

dents arc taken from a Comedy call'd. The Queen^ 
or 7?jr Excellency of her Sex. And BanJello's Novels, 
&c. 



Q^fr. John Maidwell. 

np HIS Author had the Care of Educating fomc 
. young Gentlemen privately in the City of Lm^ 
ion : And befidcs fcveral Tranflations, he writ one 
flay, caird, 

\ T/je' Loving Enemies } a Comedy, aftcd at the Duke 
of Turk's Theatre, 1680. Dedicated to the Ho- 
nourable Charki Fox^ Efq; Mr. Shadwell wrote the 
Epilogue to this Play. 

Jasper M a i n e, D. D. 

A Learned Divine, who liv'd in the Reigns of 
■ King James and King Charles I. He was bom 
at a Place calfd Hatherleigh in Devonjlme^ in the 
Year 160^. He was educated at IVeftminfler School, 
from whence, in the Year 1^23, he was eleftcd to 
Chrifi'CburclyCollegey Oxford^ in the Condition of 
a Servitor ; but the next Year he was chofen in-* 
to the Number of Students on that Noble Founda- 
tion. He took his Degrees of Batchelor and Mafter 
of Arts, and enter'd into Orders, after which he 
was prcfer'd to Two Livings in the Gift of the 
College. In the Time of the Civil Wars hepreach'd 
before the King at Oxford,^ and was madeDoftor of 
Divinity, but was foon after ejedcd out of his Li- 
vings, and puin'd out of the College by Oliver Crom^ 

welt's 
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w//'$ Vifitors. During the intefUne Troubles he 
found an Afylum in the Houfe of the Earl of Jpe* 
vonJl)iriyVfhctt hcrcfided 'till the Reftaurationof King 
Charles II, whcni he was rcftor^d to his former Bcnc^ 
ficcs, and made Canon of Chrift-Church^ and Arch- 
deacon of Chichejler^ all which Preferments he en- 
joy'd 'till his Death. He was a Perfon of a ready 
Wit, and in his younger Years writ Two Plays, be- 
ing very much addidcd to Poetry. 

I. 7 hi City Match ; a Comedy, afted before the 
King and Qiiecn at lVI)ite-Hall^ and afterwards at 
the Theatre in the Btack-Fryars, 1658. with very 
great Applaufe. . ' 

II. The Amorous JVar^ a Tragi-Comedy, 1^58. 
He died in the Year 16^1. He gave by his Will 

fevcral pubh'ck Legacies, particularly yoo/. towards 
the Rebuilding of St. Paul\ 100/. to the Poor of 
Cajpttgton, &c. and hisPropenfity to innocent Mirth 
attended him in his laft Moments; for to one of his 
Servants he bequeathed a Trunk, with fomething in 
it to make him drink after his Death, which being 
opcn'd by the Servant, big with Expeftation, to his 
great mortification he found this promifing Legacy 
to be nothing but a Red Herring. He lies buried on 
the North Side of the Cathedral of Chrifi-Church. 



Mrs. De la Rivier Manley. 

Now caird the Atalamic Lady, being defer- 
vedly eftecm'd for her Affability, Wit and 
. Loyalty. 

** She was born in Hampjbire^ in one of thofe 
*' Iflands which formerly befong'd to France^ where 
" her Father Sir Roger Mmley was Governour ; af- 
" tcrwards he enjoy 'd the fame Poft in other Places .^ 

M4 ''i« 
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•* in England. He was the Second Son of an ancient 
** Family ; the better Part of the Eftatc was ruin'd 
** in the Civil War by adhering to the Royal Family, 
" without ever being rcpair'd, or fcarce taken no- . 
" tice of at the Reftauration. The Governour was 
** Brave, full of Honour, and a very fine Gentle- 
" man: He became a Scholar in the midft of a 
" Camp, having left the Univerfity at Sixteen Years 
•* of Age, to follow the Fortunes of K. Charles 
/^ the Firft. His Temper had too much of the 
** Stoic in it for the good of his Family. After a 
" Life, the beft part fpent in Civil and Foreign 
** War, he began to love Eafe and Retirement, de- 
** voting himfdf to his Study, and the Charge of 
*^ his little Port, without ever following the Court ; 
** His great Virtue and Modefty rendered him unfit 
*^ for foUiciting fuch Pcrfons, by whom Preferment 
^ was there to be gain'd, fo that his Dcferts fcem'd 
*' buried and forgotten. 

. " In his Solitude he wrote feveral Trafts for his 
** own Amufemcnt, particularly his Latin Commen- 
'* tarics of T'he Civil Wan in England. He was 
** likcwife the genuine Author of the firft Volume of 
•' that admir'd and fuccefsful Work, TheTurkiJh Spy. 
" Dr. Alidgley^ an ingenious Phyfician, related 
** to the Family by Marriage, had the Charge of 
** looking over his Papers, among which he tound 
•* that Manufcript, which he cafily rcferv'd to his 
*' proper Ufe ; and both by his own Pen, and the 
•* Affiftance of feme others, continued the Work un- 
•* til the Eighth Volume, without ever having the 
** Juftice to name the Author of the Firft. * 



♦ See the Life of Mrs. Manley, publijh'd urdsr the l^itte 
af^ The Adventures of Rnell.t, png. 14, 15. Trintid for 
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In all the Writings of Mrs. Manky there appears 
a happy Sprightlinefs,and an cafy Turn. Befidcs her 
inimitable Atalamis^ fome Nweb and Lnters^ (he has 
given us Three Plays, Two Tragedies and One 
Comedy, viz,. 

I. The Loft Lover^ or T/^e Jealous Husband; a Co* 
mcdy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 1696. The 
Dialogue of this Play is very genteel, tho' it did not 
fuccced in the Rcprefcntation, 

II. I'he Royal Mifchief; a Tragedy, afted at the ' 
Theatre in Uucolns-lmrFields^ 1696. Dedicated to 
his Grace the Duke of Dtvonjhire. This Play was 
aftcd with great Applaufc ; the Rules of Ariftoth 
being obfcrv'd, and tlie Metaphors and Allegories 
are juft. The Story, (he informs us in the Preface, 
is taken from Sir John Chardins Travels; but has 
received this Advantage, that the Criminals are here 
puni(h*d for their unlawful Amours,, who ip the 
Story efcapc. 

III. Lucius, the fir ft Chriftian King of Britain ; 
a Tragedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 171 7. De- 
dicated to Sir Richard Steele. This Play is founded 
upon the Legendary Account of this Monarch given 
by the Monkifli Writers, and an agreeable Fidioa 
of her own. Sir Richard Steele writ a Prologue, 
and Mr. Prior the Epilogue. 

The Diftion of her Tragedy is purely Drama- 
tical, and I think Mr. Pofe^s Obfervation on this 
Subject * is juftly her due ; for, upon reading her 
Two Tragedies, it will appear, that 

She vjakes the Soul by tender Strokes iff Art^ 
Raifes tlje Genius, and improves the Heart* 



* Ifohgue to All. Addifgn'i Cato. 

Her. 
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Her Fricndfiiip being as finccrc as her Convcrfation 
is entertaining. I (hall not prcfume to enlarge upon 
her Chara&er, fince it has been fo well drawn by a 
Nobleman now living, in the following excellent 
Copy of Verfes, prcfix'd to her Royal Mifchief. 

H^mt ! aU cur Sex in one fad Hour undone f ^ 

Loft are our Arts^ our Learnings our Renown, ^ 

Since Nature's Tide of IVit came rolling down. ^ 

Keen were your Eyes we htew, andfure their Darts, 
Fire to our Soul they fend, and Pajfton to our Heans J 
Ncedlefs was an Addition tofuch Arnts^ 
Jj/hen all Mankind were Vaffals to your Charms : 
That Hand butfeen, gives IVonder and Defire^ 
Snow to ^he Sights but with its Touches, Fire ! 

\ H'^jo fees thy * Yielding Qiiecn, nnd would not be p 
On any Terms ^ ttje Blejl, the Happy He ; S 

Entvancd, we fancy all His Extacy. J> 

Quote Ovid turn no more, ye Amorous Swains^ 

[ Delia than Ow id has more ?noving Strains, 
Nature in Her alone exceeds all Art, 

* And Nature fure does nearefl touch the Heart. 

;. Oh! might I call the bright Difcov'rer mine, 
Tl^ whole Fair Sex unenvyd fd refign ; 

' Give all my happy Hours i ~ 
Sh who by Writing thus our 
IVhat Worlds of Love muft 



did rcjjgn ; 

I w D E L I A*jr Chlirms, ^ 

wr WiJI)es wai-mst > 

ift circle in her Arms ! j 



♦ The chief CharaGer in the Play. ^ 

XmN ^mS *tJi 7m< V**<uJi. ViA V4A !U^ >i»^ %A Vim< ltm< VtJ, ViA. 7tA 7^t^l4»\ 74A y*A 7ja\ V^^ 7m< 7/«? 

Q^r. Cosmo Manuch* 

A N Italian Gentleman, who liv'd in the Reign of 

King Charles 1. He was a Major in the King's 

Armv, in the Civil IVars, and Author of Two Plays. 

I. T>- 
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I. Tlie Juft General; a Tragedy, printed in the 
Tear i<5yo. 

^^11. Tlbe Loyal Lovers; a Tragi-Comedy, itfyi. In 
this Play are fatyriz'd fevcralof the Committec*Men 
and their Informers. I cannot learn that either of 
thcfc Plays were ever aftcd ; but that the firft was 
dcfign'd for the Stage, appears by thefe Two Ver- 
fcs in the Prologue : 

Itffpite of Malice, ventw-e I thmfar. 
Pack not a Jury, and rUftand the Bar. 

Q^fr. Gervas^Markham. 

THIS Author liv'd in the Reigns of King 
James and King Charles I. He was the Son 
of Robert Markham o(0*tham, in the County of iVbf- 
ttnghamy Efq; In the Time of the Civil JVars^ he 
bore a Captain's Commiflion under King Charles I, 
being well skill'd in the Art of War, and was alfo 
a good Scholar. He writ one Play, call'd, 

Hf.rod and Antipater; a Tragedy, 1622. 
The Plot taken from Jofephms Hifi. Jews^ lib. i^, 15, 
&c. Saltan^ Spondanus, Baronii Ann. Torniel, &c. 

Mr- Christopher Marlow, 

AP O E T and a Player in the Reigns of Queen 
Elizabeth and King James. He was Con- 
temporary with the immortal Shahefpear, and was 
Fellow- Ador with Heywood. His Genius incliu'd to 
Tragedy, and he both wrote and aded with Ap* 
pUule. His Plays are as follow : 

I. Tau- 
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I. Tamberlain the Greats or T^je Scythian 
Shepherd I a Tragedy, in Two Parts, aftcd by the 
Lord Admiral's Servants, lypj. For the Story fee 
Jean du Bec^ Laonicm^ Chahocondilas^ Pet. BizMrus. 
KmBes's Hifl. Turks^ V Hiflorie de Tamer/am^ &c. 

II. Tlhejew of Malta; a Traci-Comedy, afted at 
White-Hall before the King and Queen, and at the 
Cockfit by her Majefty's Servants, 1(^33. This Play 
was very much applauded. 

III. Lufi*s Dominion^ or The Lafciviom Queen ; a 
Tragedy. Dedicated to William Carpenter, Efq; 
This Play was alter'd by Mrs. Belm, and afted un- 
der the Title of AbJelazer, or The Moors Revenge. 

IV. Edward tin Second; a Tragedy. The 
Story is taken from Tijontas de la More, Sir Francis 
Hubert, IValJingham, and other Hiflorians of thofc 
.Times. 

V. The Majfacre at Paris, with the Death of the 
Duke of Guife , a Tragedy, afted by the Lord Ad- 
miral's Servants. This Play is not divided into 
Afts. Plot from Davila, Tlmanus, Mezaray, &c. in 
the Reigns o(Charles IX, and Henry III of France. 

VI. Dr. F A u $ T u s's Tragical Hiftory. The laft 
Edition of this Play was printed in 1661. It is 
founded on Camerarii Hor. Sukijiv. Cent. i. cap. 70 • 
IViertisde Prafiig* Djentonum, lib. 2. c. 4. Lonicerus, Sec. 

This Author join'd with Mr. Najh in writing of a 
Play, call'd, Dido, Qtieen of Carthage. He likewifc 
wrote a Poem, called. Hero and L e a n d e r, 
commended bv Benjolmfon, in a Copy of Verfes, 
call'd, A Cenfure of the Poets, wherein fpcaking of 
Mr. Marlows Fire in his Writings, arc the follow- 
ing Lines, 



And that fine Madtjefs flill he did retain, 
Which rightly Jbould pojftfs a Poets Brain. 



m. 
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c^^/Shakerly Marmion, 

AN Author born at Aime in Northamfton/hire, in 
•'*• the Year 1602. He was firft placed to T%ame* 
School in Oxford/hire, from whence, about the Age 
of Sixteen, he was removed to H^adham-Colkge^ Ox^ 
fordy where he took the Degree of Mafter o? Arts, 
He writ Three Plays. 

I. Holland's Leaguer ; a Comedy, afted by Prince 
C/w2r/^x*s Servants in Salisbury-Court^ i^ja, with Ap* 
plaufe. Several of the Incidents arc borrowed from 
Petronius Arbiter. 

IL ThFine Companion ; a Comedy, afted before the 
King and Queen at fVhite-Hall^ with great Applaufe, 
J 63 3 . This Play is Dedicated to Sir Ralph Button. 

Ill, Tl)e Antiquary ; a Comedy, afted at the Coch 
fit by their Majeftics Servants, 1641. 

# 

c^r. John Marston. 

A POET in the Reign of King ^/iww I, who 
"^ wrote feveral Plays, which were very well 
approvM, viz.. 
L Antonio and M b l i d a, an Hiftorical Play. 

II. AntonioV Revenge^ or 7?^ Second Part of ^ 
Antonio and Melida ; a Tragedy. Both afted by the 
Children of St. PauPs, 1602. 

III. The Infatiate Countefs ; a Tragedy, afted in the 
IVhite-Fryars^ 1603'. The Plot of this Play is taken 
from Montius Hijl. bf Naples. St:c like wife Dr. Fullers . 
Prophane State^ God*s Rnrage a?ainft Adultery^ &c. 

IV.Tho 
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IV. 7%e Makcament; a Tragi -Comedy, 1^04. 
Dedicated to Beitjohufon. The firft Plan of tliis 
Play was drawn by Mr. JVdfter. 

V. 7^)e Dutch Courtefan ; a Comedy, aftcd by tijc 
Children of the (^iccn's Revels, i6oj. Part of this 
Play is borrowed trom a French Book, entitled, Con^ 
tes du Al^ttde^ and from an Euglijh Book of Novels, 
call'd, 1%e Palace of Pleafure. 

VI. Parajitafter^ or Ihe Fount ; a Comedy, aftcd 
by the Children of the Queen's Revels, 1606. The 
Plot of Dtihhnel \i taken from Eoccace^s Novels, 
Day 3. Nuv. 3. 

VlLSoPHONisBA, or T'he Wonder of JVomen \ a 
Tragedy, adcd at the BlackrFyars. The Plot from 
Sir IValter Raleigh, Poljtim, Apfian, Livys Hifl. Sec. 

VIII. H^jat yoti will ; a Comedy. The Plot of 
this Play was taken from Platmus Arnphittion. This 
Mr. Latigbaiu fays is one of the Author's bcft Plays. 
Thefe I'wo laft mention'd, and Four others, were 
publifh'd together in one Volume, itfjj. 

f^Ir. J o h'n M as on. 

'TT H IS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of King 
James 1. He was Mafter of Arts, but of what 
Univerfity I cannot learn. He writ one Play call'd, 
" M u L E A s s E s, //;^ Titrk ; a worthy Tragedy, afted 
by the Children of his Majjlty's Revels, 1610. The 
Author had a good Opinion of it, as may be col- 
lefted from his Motto taken out of Horace, 

Sume Sttferbiam quafitam meritis. 

Mr. 
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iiMr. Philip Massinger. - 

THIS excellent Poet, born at Salisbury^ was 
Son of Mr. Philip Majjinger^ a Gentleman be* 
longing to the Family of the Earl of Montgomery. In 
the Year idoa, being Eighteen Years of Age, he was 
fent to St. Albmt-Hcill in Oxford^ where he remained 
a Student for Three or Four Years, and compleated 
his Education. He had a /great deal of Modcfty, 
and extraordinary Natural Parts ; and the Purity of . 
his Stile fhews that he was a Man of Learning, as 
the OEconomy of his Plots demonftrates tlut he 
was pcrfeAly acquainted with the Methods of Dra- 
matick Writing. He was very much bclov'd by the 
Poets of that Age ; and there were few but took it 
as an Honour to join with him in a Play. He writ 
Sixteen Plays, viz^ 

L T))e Roman ASlor ; a Tragedy, aded at the pri-. 
rare Houfe in the BlackrFryars by the King's Ser- 
vants, 1619. Dedicated to Sir Philip Knivet^ Sir 
Thomas ^ay^ and 'Thomas Bcllingham^ Efq; This Play 
was afted with Applaufe, and is recommended by 
fcvcral Copies of Verfes. The Plot is taken from 
Tacitm^ Aurelim^ ViElor, and Suetonius in the Life of 
Domitian. 

II. The Pjinegado ; a Comedy, aftcd at the private 
Theatre in DruryLaue^ by her Majcfty's Servants, 
1610. Dedicated to the Right Honourable Ceor^^ 
Havdiiigy Baron of JBarkley-Ca/ile. Mr. Shirley and 
others lent the Author commendatory Verfes on this 
Play. • f 

HI. The Maid of Honour ; a Tragi-Comedy, afted 
by her Majcfty's Servants at the Phoenix in Drmy^ 
Imuc^ 1632. Dedicated to Sir Framis Foliamte and 

Sir 
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Sir Timuu Bland. This Play was aAed with Ap^ 
plaufe. 

IV. The Empire of the Enfti a Tragi-Comcdy, 
a&cd at the Theatre in the BlackrFrjars^ i6^i. De- 
dicated to the Right Honourable John Lord Mohun. 
Sir AJlon Cockain wrote a Copy of Vcrfes in Com- 
mendation of this Play. The Story from Socrates, 
hb. 7. Nicephorus^ lib. 1 4. Baropfius, &C. 

V. 7he Fatal Dowry ; a Tragedy, afted in the 
BlackrFryarSy by his Ma jefty's Servants, 1532. This 
Play was often afted with Applaiifc ; and Mr. Field 
affifted in the Compofitio . Charlois*s Ranforaing his 
Father, by his own Imprifonmcnt, is taken from 
Cyntony in Val. Max, lib. 5. cap. 4. Ex. 9. 

VL A new IVay to pay old Debts; a Comedy, often 
aded at the Phxnix in Drury-Lane^ ' ^3 3 • Dedicated 
to the Right Honourable Rjabivt Earl o( Caernarvon. 

VII. The Pi^ure ; a Tragi-Coraedy, aftcd in the 
Black'FryarSy 16^6. Dedicated to the Society of 
the Liner'Temple. Plot from The Fortunate deceivd and 
Unfortunate Luvers^ Nov. 4. of the Deceivd Lovers. 

VIII. The Great Duke of Florence ; a Comedy, pre** 
fented at the Phoenix in DruryLane, i6^6. Dcdica* 
ted to Sir Robert IVtf wan. This Play had very good 
Succcfs. The Plot of it is taken from Spted^ Stow, 
Baker, and other Englijh Hiftories of the Reign of 
King Edgar. 

IX. The Duke of MiBan ; a Tragedy, often aSed 
at the Black-Fryars, 1 63 8. Plot from Jofepht^s fHft. 
Jews, Bookt$. chap. j^. 

X. The Bondman; a Comedy, afted with Ap* 
plaufe, at the Ctckpit in Drttry-Lane^ 1^38. Dedi; 
cated to Philip Eavl of Montgonmy. The reducing 
the Slaves by the Sight of the VVhfps, is taken from 
the Story of the Scuhian Slaves, in jfujlin, lib. i. cap. j. 

XI. The Unnatural Combat ; a Tragedy, prcfen- 
tcd by his Ma jcfty's Servants at the Chbe, i6^$. De- 
dicated 
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dicatcd to Anthony Snttliger^ Eiqj This Play Us 
neither Prologue nor Epilogue. 

XII. 75!^ Guardian ; a Comedy, afted at the pri- 
Vate/Houfe in the Blacl^Fryan with great Applaufe, 
1655. Sever ino^ cutting off Calipfi's Nofc in the 
dark, and takipg her for his Wife Jolantre, is bor- 
rowed from Boccace*s Novels, Day 8. Nov. 7. and 
from the Cimmeriait Matron^ a Romance. 

XIII. The Bajhfttl Lover ; a Comedy^ adcd at the 
private Houfe in BlackrFryars^ J^^jy- 

XIV. A very IVoman^ or T'be Prince of Tarent; 
a Tragi-Comedy, aftcd in the BlackrFijars with 
Applaufe, 1^55. The Plot of tliis Play refemblcs 
that of the Obfthiate Lady^ writ by Sir Afton Cockain. 

XV. The City Dame;' a Comedy, afted at the 
private Houfe in BlackrF)ryars,i6^9. Dedicated to 
the Countcfs of Oxford. Tliis was eftccm'd a very 
good Play. 

XVL Tl}e Virgin Martyr ; a Tragedy, afted with 
great Applaufe, 1661. Mr. Decker had a Share in 
the Writing of this Play. The Story is taken from 
Vakjiusy R(fv:edim, Eufetii Ifift. lib. 8. cap. 1 7. 

He join'd with Mtddletony ' Roviley and Fletcher in 
fome of their Plays. A Poet that liv'd in the 
Time of Mr. Majfwger^ after he had commended 
his Plays, arid his Writings in Verfe and Profe, has 
thcfc Two Lines : 

His eafy Pcgafus vjiU ramble oW 

.Some Threefcore Miles of Fancy in an Hour. 

I He died in the Year i66p, and was buried in 
St. Mary Overies Church in Southwark^ in the fame 
Crave wherein Mr. Fletcher had been before interred. 
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Q^r. Thomas May. 

A Gentleman of a good Family in Sujfexy who 
liv'd in the Reign of Queen Elizalfeth. He was 
A>mc Years a Fellow-Commoner of SidneyCoBege in 
Cambridge^ from whence he remov'd to Loudon^ and 
attending the Court, he contraSed an Intimacy with 
Endymion Porter^ Efq; and other eminent Perfons; 
but not meeting with the Encouragement he cxpec^ 
ted from the Great Men in Power, and being Can- 
didate with Sir IViOiam D'avemm for the Preferment 
of Queen's Poet, but lofing it, he retired into the 
Country very much difgufted. He writ Five Plays. 

I. The Heir ; a Comedy, afted by the Company 
of Revels, 1^20. This Play was afted with groat 
Applaufe, and was very much commended in a Co- 
py of Verfcs by Mr. Carew. 

II. Cleopatra, Qiieen of Egyft ; a Tragedy, 
afted in the Year 1626. Dedicated to Sir Kenelm 
Digby. The Story from Appian de Beffo Civ. L. F/gms, 
lib. 4. Suetonim in Vn, Augufl. and Plutarch^s Life of 
M. Anthvnyy CaUimachms Epig. on Timony &c. 

III. A N T I c o N r, /A^ Theban Princefs ; a Tragcd)\ 
1 53 1. Dedicated to the Honourable Endymion Poy 
ter, Efq; The Plot is borrowed from the Antigone of 
Sop/jocleSy Seneca s T'hebaiSy &c. 

IV. 7 he Old Couple i a Comedy, i(Jy 1 . This Play 
had a very good Reputation. 

V. Agrippina, Emprefi of Rome i a Tragedy. 
The Author has foUow'd Xtphilinusy Tacitus and 
Suetonius in the Defigning this Tragedy, and has 
tranllated part of Petmiius Arbiters Satyricon, be- 
ginning, 

Orbem 
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OiUmjamMumvinorRom^yvisbatcht, &c. 

And concluding with, 

.. Sicnh Scams aqiiorc^mf as , 

Ad menfam vivus ferducitur ' 



iThis Play and Amigone are rfually bound together. 
Mr. May has likcwifc publifli'd, 1. A Tranflation of 
liiam\ Phm/jtuty and continued it down to the 
Dt'atl: of yuliJii Cafir, in Eight Books, itfj j. 

IL A Hiftory ot the Civif Wars in Eti^fatid. 

He died fuddcnly in the Year, 16$ 2^ in the yjth 
Year of his Age, and was buried on the Weft Side ' 
of the Nortli Ifle of If^cjIuiiaJiei^Ahky^ near the 
Circat Mr. Cambdetu The following Infcription was * 
made upon him, by one of the Cavalier Party which 
he Jiad abus'd. 

Adfla^ Viator^ & Pcetam legas 

Liicani Intevpyetem, 

Qitem ita jelicher Aiiglicmmm fecerat^ 

Vt Mayusy7/w/// & Lucanus videretur^ 

Et ftwe ci'edcis Alctoupjuchojuj : . , 

Nam met que higratus Pniidpisjui Proditor { . 
llic Neronis Tpanni, ille Caroh Regtm optimi. 
At fata plane diveyja ; • 

LiTcanum oiim ame obitum poamemem Icgis^ 
* ' Mayus lero repemwa moi te occuiuity 

Ne forfan pccmcret. 
' ; Pay I lament t Rekllis tarn pcytinax adjiipulatory 
Ut Aliijayum^ qiuu olim rebghje tolueraty 

SacrilegUK Hcftis rjafeyit. 

Attanten fingcmli artcm m)t penitut amif.ty 

Nyim gejia eortms fcripjit & tjpis mandiivit 

In Pror.i 7nendax Poet a. 

N 2 litif 
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litter tot Heroas Pcetarum^ Noblliuntqtie^ \ 

Qued tarn iudigni fepeliantur Cineres, 

Vtdentur jUre Marmara. 

Nee tamen ntirere eunt hie Rebellet pofuijfe^ 

Qui totfacras MdeSy & Dei delulra^ 

Equis jecere ftabtda. 

(^Ir. Robert M'e a b. 

nrHIS Gentleman livM in the Time of King 
^ James and King Charles I. He was educated 

at Chnft'Chmclj-CoBege in Oxford^ and was a Pcrfon 

of very good Abilities. He writ one Play, publilh'd 

after his Deceafe, calfd, 
^'fhe Ctmhat of Love and Friendjl^ip i a Comedy, 

prefcntcd by the Students of Cbnft-Chmxli-College^ 

tS^SQOC COC pQCQCSO QOCOCSOGOOQQQ Ifli 

Mr. Matthew Med bourn. 

AN eminent Aflor, belonging to the Duke of 
Toik^s Theatre, in the Reign of King ChartesVL. 
He was a Roman Catholick, and committed to 
Newgate for being concerned in Oates*s Plot, and, as 
Mr. Laitghain obferves, he was one that deferv'd a 
better Fate than to die in Prifon, thro* a too for- 
ward and indifcreet Zeal for Religion. He tranlla- 
tcd from Moliere, with fome few Alterations, 
\Tartuffe, or The French Puritan ; a Comedy, 
aftcd at the Theatre Royal with Applaufc, 1670. 
. Dedicated to Henry Lord Howayd. The Epilogue to 
this Play was written by the Right Honourable 
Charles late Earl of D^^rfet and MidJleJcs. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Tho M A s Me r i t o:n. ^ 

' A N inconfidcrable Author, that livy in the 
jfX Reign of King Char/es IL He publiDi'd Two 
Plays. 

I. Ltrue and JVar; a Tragedy, never afted, but 
printed in the Year i6$i. Dedicated to the truly 
Noble, judicious Gentleman, and liis moft elleem'd 
Brother Mr. George Meritott. 

II. T^he fVandring Lover ; a Tragi-Comcdy, afted 
fevcral Times privately by the Author and his 
Friends, 165 8, Dedicated to Francis fVright^ Efq; 

Mr. Thomas Middleton. 

AP O E T in the Reign of King Charles I. He 
was Contemporary with Benjohnfon^ Fletchr^ 
Majfinger, &c. by the two firl^ of which he was 
thought fit to be received into a Triumvirate in the 
Writing of Plays, wiiich fliew'd him to be no mean 
Poet; and tho' he fell fliort of thofcr celebrated 
Writers, yet by their Afliftance, he attained a pretty 
confidcrable Reputation. He has Twenty Two 
Plays extant, viz.. 

I. The Five Gallants I aftcd at the Black-Fyars. 

II. Blurt, Mr. Conflable^ or The Spaniard's Night 
j Walk ; a Comedy,afted by the Children of St. PauTs^ 
I 1602. 

I III. The Phoenix; a Tragedy, afted by the Chil- 
dren ofSz.Paul% and alfo before hisMajefty, 1^07. 
The Story is taken from a Spani/b Novel, calVd, 7lje 

ForcP fif iffue. 
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IV. The Family of Levi ; a Comedy, acted by the 
Children Of his Maj"fty's Revels, 1608. ' 

V. T^)e Roaring Girl, or Moll Cutpurfe ; aftcd on 
the former Stage by the Prince's Players, itfir. 
Good part of this PJay wjs writ by Mr. Dtcker. 

VI. A T\icktocatih the OldOne; a Comedy, aftcd 
bpth at Paul's and BlackrF.yavSy before their Majcf- 
tics, with great Applaufe, 1616. 

VII. 7 he 'Triumphs of Luve and Amiquity ; a Mafqne, 
performed at the Confirmation oi Six kVtlliam Cockain, 
General of his Majefly's Forces, and Lord Mayor 
of the City of Lo/idon, i6ip. 

VIII. 7lje Chafte Maid of Cheapfide ,• ^ plcafant Co- 
medy, a&ed by the Lady Eliz^abeth's Servants, 1620. 

IX. TIm! fVorld tofs'd at Temtisi a Mafqiif, prefen- 
tcd by the Prince*^* Servants, 1620. Dedicated to 
the Lord Hounrd of Effingham^ and his Lady. 

X- The Fair Qiiarrel; a Comedy, afted in the 
Year id2 2. Dedicated to RiLeyt Grey, ECq; Mr. Row- 
ley affifted in the compofing of this Play. The Plot 
is taken from Cymhio GiralJi, a Novel, Dec. 4. Nov. j. 

XL The Irrae^'-Tcwple Mafque^ ox Mafque of Herm ; 
pr^*fented by the Gentlemen of the Jiincr-Tempk^ 
1 (540. 

VIL 7?;^ CkangeliKgi a Tragedy, aftcd at tlic 
private Houfc in Drury'Laaey and in Salishry-Cctirt^ 
with great Applaufe, 1^53. Mr. Roiuley join'd in 
thp writing this Play. For the Plot, fee the Story 
of Alfemero, and Beatrice 'Joanna, in Reynold's God'i 
Revenge againft Mnrdcr. 

XIII. The old Law, or A new Way to pleafe ye', a 
Comedy, a£tcd before the King and Queen in 
Salisbury-Court, 16^6. Mr! Alajf/nger andMx.Rcwhjl 
alfifted in this Play. 

XIV. No Wit, no Help, lilf a If mans; aCom?dy, 
acted in the Year I c> 5 7. 

XV. 
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XV. IVomeny pewarfi Jf^omen $ a Tragedy, 1557^ 
This Pla/ h founded on a Romance, called, Hjpfo- 
lito zvi6. IfabeUa. ; 

XVI. Alore Dijfemblers bejides IVomen ; a Comedy, 
afted 1657. This and the Two former Plays ar? 
bound together. 

XVII. the Spanijh Gyfjies : a Cbmedy, aded with 
Applaufe both at the private Houfe in DruryLane 
and SalhburyCourt^ 1661. In this Play he was af- 
lifted by Mr. Rowley. Part of it is borrowed from a 
Spanijh Novel, call'd. The Force of Bloody written ori- 
ginally by M. de Cervantes. 

XVIII. the Mayor of Queentorou^h ; a Comedy, 
aftcd by his Majcfty's Servants, fi66t, with Ap- 
plaufe. For the Plot fee the Reign oiVortigerin 
Du Chefne, Stvtu^ Speed, &c. 

XIX. Any thing for a quiet Ufe; a Comedy, afted 
at the Globe on the Bankrftde. This is a Game be- 
tween the Church of England and that of Rome, 
wherein the Former gains the Viftory. 

XXL Michaelmas Term; a Comedy. I cannot 
learn whether this Play was ever afted. 

XXII. A mad IVorld, my Mafiers ; a Comedy, of- 
ten adled at the private Houfe in Saliibury-Court 
with Applaufe. 



Mr. John Milton. 

THIS Great Mart liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles I. During the Civil Wars, and after 
the Murder of that Monarch, he was made Under- 
Secretary of State to Oliver Crom-xeU, he being a 
llrcnuous Defender of the Power and Liberty of the 
People: And his Controvcrfy with 5a/;;;/rr/m rendered 
his Name famous throughout Europe^ iw the writing 
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of which he was fo afliduous in Study Day and 
Kighr^ that he loft his Eves ; but his Adverfary had 
a worfc Fate, and is faid to have loft his Life out of 
Vexation, Mr. Af/7/w, in the Opinion of the World, 
having the better of the Controverfy. After the 
Rcftoration, by the Lenity of King Chirks II, he 
was fuft'cr'd to keep a Sciiool at Greenwich. He writ 
two Dramatick Pieces. 

I. A Mafque ; prefented at Ludltrw-Cajile, before 
yjm Earl ot BrU^ivater, Lord Prefident of fVales, 
1634. 

II. Sampsok Agonjstes; a Tragedy, 1682. 
The Author has endeavbur'd to imitate the Trage- 
dy of the Greek Poets, and has not divided his Play 
into Afts, wherein he fccms to have followed So- 
fhoiles. It is founded on the 13 th of fudges. Jofi^h, 
Antiq. L J. Totnter^ Saltan^ &c. 

This Author has made himfclf Immortal by hi^ 
Poem 'cali'd, Paradife Icjli and I think his Cha^ 
rafter is finely drawn by Mx.Drydenin the following 
excellent Epigram upon that Work. 

T'hree Pcets in three diftant Ages born, 
Greece, Italy, and England did adorn. 
T'he fiyjl in Loftinefs of T'l^ught furpaft : \ 
T'he next in Majejly ; in hth the Laft. 
The Force of Nature could no farther go; 
To wake a Third, jhe joind the former Two. 

\V A L T E R M Q N T A G U E, EftJ] 

THIS Gentleman was a Courtier in the Reign 
of King Charles h He writ a Paftoral, call*d, 
Jhe 6hcpherd*s Paradife ; prcfcntcd before the King, 
\)y the Queen and hvr Lsdivs of Honour, 
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Mr* Peter Motte ux. 

A FRENCH Gentleman, born >nd bred' at 
Rvhan in Normandy. He came over into. 
Jlnghmd^ bccanfie a confidcrable Trader, and rcfidcd' 
Jicrc many Years. He bad a good (hare of Wit and 
Humour, and befidcs a Tranllation of Don Qiiisot,^ 
fcveral Songs, Prologues and Epilogues, he has writ 
the following Dramatick Pieces. 

^I. levels a ^efi i a Comedy, afted at the Thea-^ 
trc in Little Uncolns- Inn- Field fy by b« Majefty'a ^ 
Servants, 1696. Dedicated to Charles Lord Clifford. 
In the two Scenes where Love is made a Jeft, lomc 
Paflagcs are taken from Italian Writers. . ; , 

II. T^)e Linfesof Mars and Venus; a Play fee! 
to Mufick, aftcd at the Theatre in Little Uncolas^, 
InnrFieldsj 1696. Dv*(licatcd to Colonel Codrington., 
The Author in his Preface owns the Story to be 
from Ovidy and that he took the Dance of the Cyclops 
from Mr. Shadwe/Ts Pfjche. 

III. The Novelty, or Every ASl a Play ; confiding 
of Paftoral, Comedy, Mafque, Tragedy and Farce, • 
afted at the Theatre in Little Lincolns-Lm-Fields^iegj.. 
Dedicated to Charles Csfar, Efq; The Eaftoral is 
caird, ThyrfiSy and was written by Mr. Oldnusort^ 
The Comedy is calf d, All mtbout Money ; and tlics 
Mafque, Ilerailesy both his own. The Tragedy 
calfd, 7?;^ Unfortunate Couple^ is the latter Part of 
]3r. nifncr's Wnatural Bret her \ and the Farce Cilfd, 
Natural l^diick^ is an Imitation of parr of a French 
Comedy, oi owz Aft, after the Italian manner. The 
Mode! of this Play Icems to be taken from Sir W/* 
fiam D\ivcnant% Play-H^nje to U lit. 

IV. 



iStf Lives and Chandters of the 

IV. Ewrpfes Revels for tin Peace, and bis Majeflyi 
happy Return ; an Interlude, performed at the Thea- 
tre in UncoIns'Inn-F/e/ds, 1697, on the King's Return 
to England, after the Conclu(ion of the Peace. 

V. Beauty in Diftrefs; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Theatre in Little Lincolns-bm-Fields, i6p8. Dedica* 
ted to Henry Heveningham, Efq; There are many 
fine Lines in this Play; and in the Multiplicity of 
his Incidents he has follow'd the Example of our 
Native Poets. Before this Piece there is a Dif- 
courfe of the Lawfulnefs and Unlavvfulnefs of Plays. 

VI. T'he I/land Princeft, or Tl^e Generous Portugucfe. 
This is only Fletcl^er's JJland Princefs turn'd into a 
Dramatick Opera. 

This unfortunate Gentleman was found dead in a 
difordcrly Houfc in the Parifh of St. Clement Danes, 
not without fufpicion of having been murderM, 
which Accident happened to him on his Birth-Day, 
in the j8th Yearof his Age, Ann. 1718. His Body 
was interred in his own Parifli Church, being that of 
St. Mary Axe in the City of London. 

Mr. William Mountfort. 

A N eminent Player. The firft Time he was ta- 
ken particular Notice of on the Sragc, was in 
ading the Part of TaB-Boy ; after which he was ad- 
vanced on the Theatre, and afted the Part of Sir 
Courtly Nice in Mr. Cre^u'w's Play of that Name. He 
was at length entertained in the Family of the Lord 
Chancellor ^cffcnciy from whence be came again to 
the Stage, where he continuM 'rill he was kiird by 
the Lord Mohm in Noyfolk-flrcet, in the Straud, Anno 
i6p2. He publiff/d Three Plays. 
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I. T^e Injured LoverSy or The Ambhiam Father ; « 
Tragedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1688. D^ 
dicated to James Earl of Arraa^ Son to the Duke, of 
Hamilton. This Play met with but indiflercnt Sue- 
ccfs. 

II. Tl)eSuccefifulStrattgersi a Tragi-Comcdyj^ afted 
at the Theatre Royal, 1690. Dedicated to the 
Right Honourable 7 homos fi^jar$on, Efqi (late Lord 
IVIjartoij.) This Play is better writ than the for- 
mer. The Plot from the Rival Bmlms m Scanons 
Novels. 

III. Gmimich'PaYki a Comedy, afted at the Thea- 
tre Royal, itfpi. Dedicated to the Right Honour- 
able Algernon Earl of BJfcx. This Play was oAed 
with Applaufe. 

Bcfidcs thefe, he turn'd the Life and Death of 
Dr. Fauftus into a Faree, with the Humours of ///ir- 
lequin and Staramouclf^ afted at the Queen s Theatre 
in Dorfct-Gardea. 

■, N 

Mr. Thomas Nabbs. 

AP O E T in the Reign of King Clmles I, who 
writ the following Dramatick Pieces, (vhL.) 
. 1, Covent-Garden ; a Comedy, aded by the Qiiccn's 
Servants, idj2. Dedicated to Sir John Suckling. 
This Play was not printed 'till the Year 1638. 

11/ H A N N ijj A L aud S c I p I o ; an Hifloi ical Tra- 
gedy, adtcd by the Q^icen's Servants, idjy. This 
play Mr. Laitgbuin tells us, was acted before Women 
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appcarM on the Scage» the Part of Sophomba W 
ing pla/d by Mr. Ftrre ; and it is addrcfs'd to 
the GhoAs of Hannibal and Scifio. For the Plot, 
fee the Lives of Hannibal and Scifio in Corn. Nepos, 
tlutarchy Florus, &c. 

III. Mcrocofmus; a Mafque^ prefented at the pri^ 
vate Houfe in SaliiburyCourt, i6}j. 

IV. Spring* f Glory^ vindicating Love by Temperance ; 
a Mafque, idjS. Dedicated to Peter Ball, Efq; with 
this Mafque is printed an Interlude intended for 
Prince Charles's Birth-Day, call'd, A Prefemation. 
Thefe two Pieces have a great deal of Morality in 
them. 

V. Tottenham-Court ; a Comedy, aftcd in Salisbury 
Court, 1638. Dedicated to IVilliam Mills, Efq; This 
Flay has been lately reprinted. 

VI. The Bride ; z Comedy, afted at the private 
Houfe in DruryLam, by their Majcflics Servants, 
1^40. 

VIL The Unfortunate Mother; a Tragedy, 1^40. 
Dedicated to Richard Brathwait, Efq; This Play 
has feveral recommendatory Copies of Verfcs before 
it, tho' it was never a&cd. 

yill. An Entertainment on the Prince's Birth-Day. 

*^ ^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ 

Mr. Thomas Nash. 

A POET of the fame Time, but of a more 
eminent Character. He was educated at the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, where his Genius early led 
him to writing, particularly Satire and Dramatick 
Poetry. He writ two Plays. 

I. Dido Qticen of Carthage; a Tragedy. Mr. 
Afarlow aflifted in the Compofition of tliis Play. The 
Dcilgn is taken from Vngns ^tieids. 

n. Sum- 
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II. Sunone/s laff IVtIl and Teftamem ; a Comedy. 
This Author UkewiTe writ fevcral other fmall Pieces 
both in Vcrfc and Profe, as Pierce ?ennilef$% Suffli* 
cation to t/)e Devi/, a Poem call'd^ T'he H^itt and Red 
Herring, &c. 

Mr. Alexander Nevile. 

A YOUNG Gentleman, thatlivMin theReigit. 
•^^ of Queen Elizabeth^ and who, at the Age of 
Sixteen, tranllated the following Play from Seneca. • 
OEdipus; a Tragedy, 1581. Dedicated to. 
Dr. IVotton. This Play was tranflated Twenty 
Years before it was printed. 

Mr. Robert Nevile. 

A N Author in the Reign of King Charles I. . He 
'^^ was Fellow oi Kings College, Cambridge, and write 
one Play, call'd, 
\^tht poor Scholar; a G>medy, printed in the Year> 
1662. It was never afted ; but in a Copy of Vei>i 
fcs before it, arc thcfc Lines in its Praifc : . 

" . ^ 
Ben'/ Auditors were once infucb a Mood, 
"That he was forced tofwear his Play wcugood: 
Ti)) Play than his doe f far more current go. 
For without /wearing we'll believe thine fo. 7 
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William ^uke of Ncwcaftle. 

THIS Nobleman dcfcended from the Illuftrioiis 
and ancient Family of the Cavettdifljes ; was a 
zealous Follower of the Royal Caufc, which occa- 
lion'd his Exile with King Charles II. He was not 
only a Poet, but a Pcrfon of the grcatcll Loy- 
alty, a Man of Bravery, a compleat Statcfman, 
and his generous Encouragement of Poetry ren- 
dered him the Mecanai of tlie Age wherein he liv'd. 
He writ Four Plays. 

I. T'he Country Oiptahi ; a Comedy, afted by his 
Majcfty'ii Sw-rvants in the B/ack-Fryars, 1645. This 
Play was luppo&'d to be writ during his Grace'i 
Exile. 

II. Ti&i? £a;/7^ ; a Comedy, aded in the Black- 
Fryars, 16^9. Thefe Plays were afted with great 
Applaufe, and printed together. 

ni. 7)jf T'riumphant IVidaiv^ or T'he Medley of Hu- 
jnours; a Comedy, adted by tlie Duke of York's Ser- 
vants, 1^77. Mr. Shadwell had, fo good an Opinion, 
of this Play, that he borrowed great part of it in 
his Bury^Fair. 

vv IV. T^he Humovotn Lovers ; a Comedy, aftcd by 
the Duke's Servants, 1677. 



Margaret T>utche[s of Ncwcaftlc. 

THIS Lady (the moft voluminous Dramatick 
Writer of our Female Poets) was Confort of 
the foremention'd Duke, She had a great deal of 
Wir, and a more than ordinary Propenficy to Dra- 
matick 
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iiiatick Poetry. All the Language and Rots of her 
FlaySy Mr. Langbain tells us, were her own^ whicK 
is a .Commendation preferable to Fame built on 
other People's Foundation, and will very well atone 
for inconfidcrable Faults in her numerous Produc- 
tions. 

I. 7if Female Academy i a Q)medy, 1661. [ 

II. Jjfues Advemures ,• a Comedy, in Two Parts. .. 

III. Nuturc's T'hree Daughters^ Beauty^ Love and li^t ; 
in Two Parts, a Comedy. c 

IVi 7%e Al>ocr}phal Ladies ; a Comedy. This Play 
confifts o( an extraordinary Number of Scenes, but 
it is not divided into Ads. 

V. Putlick M^ooiKg i a Comedy. Several of the 
Chara&ers in this Play, and fome of the Songs, were 
written by the Duke. * 

VI. Matrimonial Troubles^ in Two Parts ; the firft 
being a Comedy, the laft a Tragedy. 

VII. T'/je Unnatural Tragedy. The Prologue and 
Epilogue of this PJay were writ by the Duke. . \ 

VIII. Beff in Campo; a Tragedy, in Two Parts. 
In the fccond Pare are feveral Copies of Verfes wric^; 
ten by the Duke. -, 
. IX. 7h Comical Hajb I a Comedy. • » 

X. The Ladyi Contemplation^ in Two Parts,* a Co- 
medy. The Duke alTifted in fome Scenes of thefe 
Plays. 

XL Totitl/s Glory, and Death's Banqtiet, in Two 
Parts; a Tragedy. Some of the Scenes in this 
Play were written by the Duke. , ; 

XIL mis Cabal i a Comedy, in Two Parts. 

XIII. Several limits ; a Comedy. 

XIV. Religions; a Tragi-Comcdy. Thefc Plays 
were all printed together in Two Vol. in Folio, i66z. 

XV. T'hc Convent of P leaf are, 166S. 

Xyi. Tije SociM Compaimmy or Tl^e FemalelVits % 
a Conwdv, 

XVIL 
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XVn. The Prefemei a Comedy. This Play has 
Twenty Nine Scenes, and they arc printed fcpa;* 
rarely. 

X VIIL the BridaOs ; a Comedy. 

XIX. T%e BlnzJitg PVorldi a Comedy,- or Two 
KtiS ot a Play only, it being never perfcded. Thefc 
lait mentioned Plays are publifli'd in one Volume, 
iv//a, i6d8. 

Her Grace wrote a Volume of Poems in FoUo^ 
1653 ; as alfo her own Life, 16^6, and the Life of 
the Duke of NeucafiU^ her Husband, in Englifi and 
Ijuw, 1 668, in Two Volumes in Falio. 

Mr. Thomas Newton. 

ONE of the Tranflators of Seneca s TragcdieSf 
in the Reign of Queen EUz^abeth. The Play 
be did was the 

Thebais; a Tragedy. • This Play by fomc 
Pcrfons is believed not to be Seneca s^ by reafoii Jo- 
cafta appears alive in it throughout, and in OEdifus 
(be is killM i and it is not very probable that he 
ftould write Two Plays, wherein the fame Pcrfon 
is reprefented, with fuch a Difference in the Cataf- 
t}'ofhe. 

He join'd with Mr. J^fper Heywood and Mr. Alex- 
mder Nevile in tranflating the reft of Seneca*s Plays ; 
and he publifli'd them all, being Ten in Number^ 
and Dedicated them to Sir Thomas Hcneage. 
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(^r. Thomas Norton, and 
Thomas Sack vile, £^^; 

THESE were Q)nfcderatcs in Poetry, in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; the Latter was 
at'ccrwards made Lord Buck/mrff, and in x Joe. I, 
created Earl of Dorfet. They writ a Play, call'd, 

FhKKEX and ?oKKhX; a Tragedy, printed -rf^z/n. 
ijdj ; but fince altered, with the Title of, 

GoRBODUc; a Tragedy, i y 90. This Play was 
prcfented by the Gentlemen of the Inner-Temple be- 
fore the Queen, and was accounted an excellent 
Piece. The Plot from the Englijb Chronicles. 

o. 

Mr. T H O M A 8 O T \V A T. 

THIS Gentleman was the Son oiMv.Himphrij 
Otv:ay^ Reftor of PKolbeding in Sujfex^ bom at ^ 
Jronhiin the fame County, on the 3d o( March, i5ji. 
He was educated at pymchefter, and removed from 
thence to Cbrift-Chtmh in Oxford, where he did not con- 
tinue long enough to take any Degree., I have heard 




from a Copy L , _. 

twccn whom there was a faft Friendfliip to the 
Death of Mr, Ot^k^ay. He appeared upon the Stage 

O with 
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with no great Succels at fiiA, but rofe upon the 
World in every Attempt, 'till at laft he gave it two 
as fine and finiflicd Tragedies as the EngUJb Theatre 
ever law. His Fortune was as mix*d and various 
as his Wit, fometimcs exceeding low, and fometimes 
at a more gay and floarifhing hcighth. The Earl of 
Plhnouthy one of King Char/e/s Sons, fcems to be his 
firll Pairon, by whofe Intereft he was made a Cor- 
net of Horfe, but foon quitted his CommifTion, and 
returned to writing for the Stnge. It looks as if 
there was no very good Underilanding between him 
and Mr. Drydeity which he hints nt in one of his 
Prefaces; and this is the more probable from his 
Intimacy with Mn ShadixeU^ who was the very A- 
verfion of Mr. Drydett. He was certainly a Man of 
exceUw'nt Parts, and a bold fprightly Genius, but 
fullicd with a Misfortune too incident to great Wits, 
a ftrong and violent Inclination to Pleafure, which 
often flung him into Want and Mifery. His Com- 
pany being much coveted by the gay and witty 
Part of the World ; and he too negligent of the Con- 
fequences of a drinking Converfation, led the bed 
and brightell Part of his Days in a Tavern. Thus 
thro' many Stages of Mirth and Bitternefs, and al- 
ternate Returns of Jollity and Poverty, he ftrugglcd 
on to the Thirty Fourth Year of his Age, when he 
diedonthei^.thof-^/»r/7, i685,ataPublick-Houfe on 
Tiyv:er'H:ll. Great Things might have been expeftcd 
from fo happy a Genius as that which could write 
'TU Oiphan^ z\A Venice Prefey-n/d^ where the Paflions 
arc touch'd with the moft mafterly Strokes, and the 
Stile is withal fo eafy, flowing and natural. Some 
pretend that he left a finifli'd Tragedy behind him ; 
but that Piece is a poor Performance, not in 
Mr. Otway's Hand, and very unwortliy of him. He 
writ Nine Plays. 

LAl- 
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L Alcibxades; a Tragedy, a&cdatthcDuke ' 
o£ Tark*s Theatre, i6ys. Dedicated to Charles Earl 
of Dorfet and AUddleJex. The Scory of this Play is 
taken from . Corn. Nepos, and Plutarch in th Life of 
Alcibiades i but he has made Alcibtades a Perfbn of 
true Honour, chuflng rather to lofc his Life than 
wrong his Defender King Agi$^ or abufe his Bed, 
whereas Plutarch gives him a different Charider. 

IL TiTus and Berenice; a Tragedy, aded 
at his Royal Highncfs's Theatre, 1677. Dedicated 
to the Right . Honourable John Earl of Rochsjler. 
This Play confifls of but Three Ads, and is a Tranf- 
lation from Monficur Racine into Heroick Vcrfe. 
For tlie Story, fee Suetonins^ DionyJttUy J'fifhm^ &c- 
To which is added, T'he Cheats if Scania ; a Farce, 
aftcd at the Duke of Tork*s Theatre, 1^77. This is ^ 
a Tranllation from Mfliere, and is origipally Terence^s 
Phonnio. • . < ! 

III. Friendjhif in Fafhion ; a Comedy, afteld at thi . 
Duke's Theatre, 1^78. Dedicated to the Ead of 
J^orfet and Middlefex. This Play was aded with 
Applaufe, 

IV. Don Carlos, Prince of Spain iz Tragedy, 
afted at the Duke of Tork^s Theatre, 1679. Dedir 
cated to his Royal Highnefs the Diike. This Play 
is written in Heroick Verfe, and Mr. Langbain tells 
us, it was the fecond Produdion of this Author. It 
was aded with very great Applaufc. The Plot 
from the Novel cali'd, Don Carlos : See alfo the 
Spanijh Chronicles^ in the Life of PInlip IL 

V. Tlie Orphan^ or "the Unhapty Marriage i a 
Tragedy, aded at the Duke of Torlis Theatre, itfSo. 
Dedicated to her Royal Highnefs the Dutchefs« 
This is a very moving Play, and often aded with 
great Applaufe, tho* it is not heighten^ by the Im- 
portance of Charaders. It is founded on the His- 
tory of Brandon^ and a Novel call'd, l%e Englijh Ad^ 
ventures. O a VL 
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VL 7^m/lary and Faff of CaivsMakius; a 
Tragedy, a&cd at the Duke's Theatre, 1680. De- 
dicated to the Lord Vifcount Falkland. Cliarafters 
of Mnnm Junior and Lavinia arc borrowed from 
Shakeffeoi^s Romeo and Juliet. For the Plot, confult 
PlMihch's Life of Cairn Marim, and Lucafis Pharfdia. 
< VII. "fU Soldier sFwume I a Comedy, aftcd at the 
Duke's Theatre, i68i. This Play is Dedicated to 
Mr. Bentk) his Bookfel!er, as an Acquittance, for 
the Copy-Money, as he tells us himfelf. The Lady 
Duuce making her Husband Agent, i% from Moliere 
VEfcole de Maris. See likcwifc Boccace's Novels, D. 
3. AT. 3. Scarron*s,Cmical Romance, /* 227. The Aii* 
tiqumy, &C. 

VIIL The Atljeiff, oxTlji Second Part of the Soldie/t 
Fortune ; a Comedy, afted at the Duke of York's 
Theatre, 1 684. Dedicated to the Lord Eland, eldcft 
Son to the Marquifs o( Halifax. The Plot of Beau" 
gard and Portia taken from Scarrons Invijible Mijlrefs^ 
a Novel- 

IX. Venice Prefern/d, ot A Plot Difcoverdi a Tra- 
gedy, afted at the Du ke s Theatre, x 68 y . Dedica- 
' ted to the Dutchefs of Portfmouth* This Play \s al- 
ways afted with very great Applaufe. The Plot 
from a little Book, giving an Account of the Con* 
fpiracy of the Spaniards againft Venice. All thefe 
Plays, with forac of his Poems and Love-Letters, are 
printed in Two Volumes, 12*. 

He likcwifc writ. The Poet's Complaint to his Mufe, 
a fmall Piece ; and a Paftoral on the Death of King 
C/;^//^i II, and publifli 'dan excellent Tranflation from 
the French, call*d> Tl?e H/fiory of the Triumvirate. 
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Mrp J O H N O L D M I X O N. 

TT H IS Gentleman, now living, is defcended from 
the ancient Family of the Oldmixom of Oldmixcn^ 
near Bridgwater in Somerfetjhire. He has writ the 
Three following Dramatick Pieces : 

I. A M Y N T A s ; a Paftoral, prefcnted at the Thea- > 
trc Royal. Dedicated to the Dacchefs of Afar/- 
hrough. It is taken from the Amyma of Tajfo^ and 
the Preface informs us, that it met with but ill Sue* 
cefs ; for Paftoral, tho* never fo well writ, is not a 
Subjcft fit for a long Entertainment on the Englijh 
Theatre : But the Original pleased in //^//, where 
the Performance of the Compofer of the MuHck is 
generally more regarded than that of the Poet, 

II. Ihe Grove ^ or Jjrves Paradife; an Opera. 

y^ III. 'fhe Governor of Cyprm ; a Tragedy, afted 
at the Theatre Royal. 

^Mr. Owen. 

THIS Gentleman was educated at £fM-SchooI, 
and from thence removed to King^s College in. 
Cafiibridge. He has writ one Play, call'd, 
HvPHRMNtsTRA, or Lovo in Tears} a Tra* 

gedy. 

O 3 yir. 
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Mr. JOH N OZELL. 

A GENTLEMAN (now Wing). Hcrccciv^ 
. the Rudiments olhis Education from Mn Shaw, 
an cxceiienc Cirammarian, Mailer of the Free-School 
at yfjoh de la Zouch in LekefterJIme^ in or near which 
Town, Somebody, who knew the faid Mr. O z e l l 
a School-Boy, and had particular Obligations to his 
Family, has, 'tis faid, lately left him competent 
Means to live on, whenever he thinks fit to retire 
from Buliriefs. He finifliM his School-Learning un- 
der the Reverend Mr. Momfort of Chrifl^s Hofpital, 
where having attained the Latin^ Gteek and Hilftew 
Tongues, he was defign'd to be fcnt to the Univcr- 
fity of Cambridge in order to Priefthood ; but he 
chbfe rather to be plac'd in an Office of Publick 
Accompts in Louduny being quality *d for the fame by 
his Skill ii Arichmctick, and writing the nccelVary 
Hands. He has lirxe, at Intervals, by reading the 
bcft Foreign Authors, and much perfonal Converfa- 
tion with Travellers fiom abroad, made himfclf 
Mafter of moft of rhe living Languages, efpecially 
the F enchy Italian and Spanijh ; from all which, as 
well as the Latin and G.eek^ he has obliged the World 
with a great many valuable Tranflations j amongli 
which are thcfc Six French Plays. 

L B R I T A N N I C U S. 

II. Alexander the Great. Two Tragedies 
from Racine. * 

III. The Litigants; a Comedy, from Racine. 
'^IV. Manmus C^apitolxnus; a Tragedy, 

from MoPifieur /u2 /^y/i'. 

• V. ihCipi B, Tragedy, (torn Corueille, 

VI. 
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VI.^Cato; a Tragedy. From Monficur Des 
Cbampi^ acted at the Theatre in Lincolnf-Imt^lueldf^ 
1710. Dedicated to Q)ant Volkra^ the Emperors 
Envoy. To which is added, A Parallel between 
this Play and Mr. Addtfms Cato. Bcfidcs thefc, 
Mr. Qjicll has tranflatcd all AIAierc^s Plays, which 
are printed in Six Volumes in 12^; and has by him, 
ready for the Prefs, A CoUedion of feme of the 
bsft Spantjb and Italian Plays, from Calderon^ Aretn^ 
Rica, and Lopez, de Vega. It muft be corfeft, his 
Tranflation of Moliere is in fome Places ftift, occa- 
fion'd by the Original being in Rhimc, which, when 
diTmountcd into Profc, will unavoidably run lefs 
fmooth, than if the Original had been written, as 
our Comedies arc, in Profc. 



c*- 4t ^ ^ .<^ ^ A A ^ A A jRl it ft 
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Jiir. John Palsgrave. 

AN Author, who liv'd in the Reign of King 
Henry VIII, was Batchelor of Divinity, and 
Chaplain to the King, He writ one Play, call'd, 

AcoLASTus;a Comedy, j 540. Dedicated to 
tlie King, It is a Tranflation from a Latin Plav of . 
the fame Name, writ hy Gulielmpss Fal/oniHi. Tis 
the Parable of the Ptodignl Son; and the Author has 
endcavour'd to imitate Terence and Plautm in the 
O Economy. 

O 4 Mr. \ 
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A N £w»- Scholar, who at Seventeen Years of 

Age writ a Dramatick-Paftoral, call'd, 
^Love in its Extafy, 16^9. This Piece was com- 
posed many Years before printed. 

Mr. George Peel. 

nr HIS Gentleman liv'd in the Reign of Queen 
^ Elizabeth. He was educated at ChijUCburcl)- 
CoBige^ Oxford^ wherp he took the Degree of Maflcr 
of Arts. He writ two Plays, 

I. E D w A R D rAe Fhff ; an Hiftorical Play, i jpj . 
This King was fnrnam'd Lo^rg Shanks ; and the Play 
gives an Account of his Return from the Holy Land^ 
with the Life of JL/w^///)/, Rebel in IValesi It alfo 
relates the Story of Queen 'Eleanors finking near 
Charing-Crrfs^ and rifing again at Queeit-Hiihe, bc(otc 
call'd Potter S'Hithe. For the Story, fee Wnlfingham^ 
Grafton, ALmin, Hoffingshead, Stow^ and other Englifi 
Chronicles. 

II. David and Beksheba, their Lcves, ivith 
the Tragedy of Abfalom, ^599- This Play was feveral 
times aited with Approbation. Plot from Holy 
Scripture. 

Mr. Langhain mentions fome Remains of Poetry 
written by this Authpr, publifli'd in a Book call'd^ 
England* s Helicon^ 
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Mary Countefs 0/ Pembroke. 

A LADY worthy the highcft Praifc andCbm- 
-"• mcndation. She was that Sifter of the Famous 
Sir Philip Sidney^ to whom he Dedicated his incom- 
parable Romance, call'd, The Arcadia. She was not 
only a Lover of the Mufes, but a great Encouragcr 
of polite Learning, which is very rarely to be found 
in any of that Sex, Mr. Samuel Daniel very much 
commends this Lady. She tranllated a Play from 
the FiwcA, cali'd, 

A N T o N I u s, or 7V;e Tragedy of Mark Anthnj^ ' 

Q^rs. Catharine Philips. 

THE matchlcfs Orinda was born in Bvechr 
nockjhire in M'^ales^ and fhe wa« a Conrempo* . 
rary with, and admir'd by the Great Ccsvley. Mr. 
Langbain^ to do him Juftice, i% very good natur'd in 
his Account of this Lady. He fays (lie was one that 
cquaird the Ijsbian Sappho, and the Roman S u l- 
pitia; and as they were prais'd by Horace^ Ala)^ ^ 
tial, AufmHiy and other ancient Poets ; fo was this 
Lady commended by the Earls of Onen^ RofcojHctt^ " 
Co'wleyy Fiitmau^ and other eminent Poets. She 
tranflated two Plays from the Ftench of ComeiBe. 

L H o R a c E i a Tragedy, 1 678. Sir Jvbn Den-- 
ham added a Fifth A^ to this Play ; and it was pre- 
sented at G)urt by Pjrfons of Qiialiry. The Duke 
of Monmouth fpoke t!ie Prologue, wherein are thefc 
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Sofoft^ that to our Shame we uhderfland, 
They could not fall but from a Lady s Hand. 
Xhus while a M^oman Horace did Tranflate^ 
Horace did rife above a Roman Fate. 

II. P o M p E Y ; a Tragedy, aftcd at the Duke of 
TijrJt's Theatre, 1^78. This Play is Dedicated to. 
the Countcfs ol* Cork, and was afted with very great 
Applaufc- My Lord Rofcomon writ the Prologue, 
wherein he thus Compliments the Ladies aiid the 
Tranflator. 

— Tou bright Nymphs, give Cscfar leave to PI^oo, 
T'he greatefi fVonder of the IVorld but Tou, 
And hear a Mufe, who has that Heo taught 
T'v [peak as genroufly 05 e'er he fught. 
lybje Eloquence from fuch fl Tlxme deters 
'■ All "tongues but Englifli, and all Pens but Hers. 
By tl)e Juff Fates your Sex is doubly bleff, 
Tou Conquered Cafar, and you Praife him be ft. 

She died of the Small-Pox, Anno 166^ in the 
31ft Year of her Age. Thcfe Plays were publifli'd 
., in Mrs, Philipi's Coiieftion of Poems, in Folio, and 
arc lately reprinted in Oclavo. There is likewifc 
extant a Volume of excellent Letters, wiiich pafsM 
between her and Sr Charles CottereH , under the 
feignM Names of Orinda and Polyarchsu. 

iOil^ ^^ <Bl^ «ll^i5il3i<>il&«il0^«li^«li*«ll^«!l^^ 

William Philips, Efq-, 

A GENTLEMAN educated in the Kingdom 
of Leland, Author of one Play, call'd, 
7)^ Revengeful Qtuen j a Tragedy, aftcd at the 
Theatre Royal, 1698. The Story, the Author tells 
us, is taken from Muhiavel's Hijlory of Fhence. 

Am- 
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Ambrose Philip.s, Efq; 

Now a Juftjcc of the Peace, formerly Fellow 
of St. John's CoHege^ Cambridge. His Excel- 
lency in Poetry is Paftoral, wherein he has equalled 
his Contemporaries both French and Englijh^ and 
gain'd a great Reputation. He has oblig'd the World 
with one Play. 

T'he Diftrefs'd Mother ; a Tragedy, aftcd at the 
Theatre Royal with great Applaufe, 171 3. Dedi- 
cated to- the Datchefs of Mountague. This Play i% 
chiefly a Tranflation from the French of Racine. 

Q^rs. Marx P i x. * 

T^HIS Gentlewoman was the Daughter of Mn 

Griffith, an eminent Qergyman, bom at Nettle^ 
bed in Oxfordjhire, and by her Mother's Side was de- 
fended from a very confidcrable Family, that of the 
IValiis's. She has given us Seven Plays, viz. 
Al. T'he Spnuijh fpives ; a Farce of three Afts, afted 
at the Theatre in Dorfet-Garden, 1696, with Ap- 
plaufe. Dedicated to the Honourable Sir lipomas 
Tippit:g. For the Plot, fee the Novel of the Pilgrim. 
II. Ibrahim the XI 1 (by her Miftake call'd the 
XIII) Emperor of the Turks ; a Tragedy, adted at 
the Theatre Royal, itfp6. Dedicated to Richard 
Minchal, Efq; This Play has not the Harmony of 
Numbers, nor a Sublimity of Expreffion; but the 
Diftrcfs of jMorena is very moving. The Scory is to 
be found in Sir Pan/ Ri.atns Ccntinuatioa of the 
jhrkiJJj H^/iory. 

Ill* 
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IIL 7^ Inttcctm Miftrefs ; a Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre in Uttie Littcolns-Lm-Fieldi^ by his Majcfty's 
Servants, i69j. This Play met with very good Sue- 
eel's, tho' aded in the Swimmer Seafon. She has 
borrowed fome Incidents from other Plays, particu- 
larly Sir Foflittg Flutter. 

iAV. jgttffiw Catharine, or 7*/je Ruines of Lcve ; 
a Tragedy, afted at the Theatre in Little JUncolm'- 
Imf Fields^ i6p8. Dedicated to the Honournblc 
Mrs. CiMik of Norfolk. For the Plot, confult Baker^ 
Speed, Stow, Sec. in the Lives of Edward IV, and 
Henry VI. 

V. TZv Deceiver Deceived; a Comedy, likewifq 
afted at the Theatre in Ltttle Lincolns-Lm-Field^, 
iCpS. Dedicated to Sir Rol^ert Mujham. 

VI. 'The Cz^r of MufcQvy ; a Tragedy, afted at 
the Theatre Royal in DruryLane. 

Vll.the Double Diflyefs; a Tragedy. Bcfides 
thefe Plays, fhc writ a very ingenious Novel, call'd, 
ih Inhuman Cardinal. Dedicated to the Princefs 
- Anne of Denmark. 

^G:C;)00(SOSCZ^OQ<OOOC5CQ(OO QC)C QCSO B^ 

Samuel Pordage, Efcjy 

A GENTLEMAN, of the Honourable So- 
cicty of Lmcolns-Ian in the Reign of King 
Charles II. He writ two Plays. 

*< L H B R o D and Mariamnej a Tragedy, afted 
at the Theatre Royal, 1673. Dedicated to the 
Dutchc(s of Albsmntte. This Play was writ many 
Years before it could be brought on the Stage; but 
wJien it appeared, it was well received. Plot from 
Jffepb. Hijl. Philo-JudMii, and Cleapatra, a Romai;ce 
m the Scory 01 y)'''^*''^^- 

11. 
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IL 'fbe Siege rf Bahybn; a Tragi-Comedy, aftcd 
at the Duke of Tork's Theatre, 1^78. Dedicated to 
her Royal Highnefs the Dutchefs. This Play is 
founded on the Romance of Cajfandra, 

Thomas Porter, JE^; 

nr^HIS Gentleman Hv'd in the Reigns of King 
^ Charks the I. and II. He writ two Plays. 
^l. 'the Carnival; a Comedy, afted at the Theatre 

Royal, by his Majcfty's Servants, i66^. 

If 11. The Villain ; a Tragedy, afted at the Vvkt of 

Twk^s Theatre with great Applaufe. 

(^r. George Powell. 

AN excellent Player. He died in the Year 
1 714, and was interred in the Vault of the 
Parifli-Church of St. Clements Danes. He has givea- 
us four Plays. 

I. Brutus of Atta^ or Avovsrvs*sTritimph; 
a Dramatick Opera, prefcntcd at the Theatre in 
Dorfet'Gardeni 1690. This Play is entirely taken 
from Mr. Tate^s Brums of AWa^ and other old Plays. 

n. The Treacherous Brotljer; a Tragedy, likcwifc 
afted at the Theatre Royal, 1690. Dedicated to * 
the Patentees of the Theatre. Plot taken from the 
H^all-Flowcr, a Romance writ by Doftor Baily. 

in. Alphonso, King of Naples ; a Tragedy, 
afted at the Theatre Royal, 1691. Dedicated to 
the Dutche fs of Ormond. 

IV. A very Good Wije ; a Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal, 15^5. Dedicated to the Honour- 
able 
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able Alexander PophatH, Efq; The Prologue to this 
Play is writ by Mr. Cmirtve. 

Mr. Thomas Preston. 

A N ancient Poet, who writ one Play in old 
•^ Metre, call'd, 

A lamentable 7ragedy^ mixt full ftf fkafnm Aftrth ; 
tmtainwg the Life ^Cambysbs, from the Beginning 
tf his Rtign unto his Death ; his one good Deed of JExe- 
cutiouy after the many wicked Deeds^ and tyrannous Mur^ 
ders committed by and through him : And latl of aOy hit 
odious Death, by God^s ^nftice appointed. The Story 
is taken from Herodotus d^nd Jujiin. 

Mr. Edmund Prestwich. 

T^ H IS Author writ two Plays, viz,, 

I. HiPPOLiTus; a Tragedy, 1^41. The 
Plot is taken from Seneca, or the Phadra of Euripides. 
IL TheHecIors; a Tragedy. . 



a 

F R A N C I S Q^U A R L E S, ^; 

THIS Gentleman was Son of Jamej Quaih^ 
Efqj Clerk of the Green-Cloth^ and Purveyor 
to Queen EUxMbeth. He was born at Stewards, a 
^ Seat 
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Scat in the Parifli of JHumfcrdin Effexi from whence 
he was fcnt to Ptter-Houfe^ and rinifti'd his Educa- 
tion in Cbnff-CoSegey Cambndge : Afterwards he was 
a Member of Lincolns-Inny Cupbearer to the Queea 
of Buhemia, and Secretary to Arch-Bifliop Ujher. 
He cndur'd a fcvcre Prcfecution for writing a Book 
caU'd, 7l)e Loyal Convert. He died the Year 16449 
in^ che Two and Fifcicth Year of his Age, and was 
buried in St. Fofters Church, London. He writ one 
Play, caird, 

7 Ae Virgin JVidow ; a Comedy, printed in the Year 
16^9. 

TIu's Author writ fcveral other Pieces, as his 
Emblems^ a Book of Poems, in which are the Hif- . 
torics of Satnpfony Jonah^ Efther, and J(t Militant ; 
Ay gains and Parthenia; Pentalogiay or The Quintejfence 
of Meditation j The Loyal Convert^ &c. " 



c^r. Thomas Randolph. 

AP O E T that liv'd in the Reign of King 
Charles I. He was born at Houghton in 
Nouhamptonjhire ^ educated at IVeftminfter School^ 
from whence he was rcmov'd to Trinity-College^ Cam* 
bridge^ where he became Fellow ; but he died young. 
He was a Man of a pregnant Wit, gay Humour, 
and of excellent Learning, which gain'd him the Ef- 
tccm of the polite Pare of the Town, and particu- 
larly recommended him to the Favour of Ben Johnr 
Jon, who adopted him one of his Sons, and held him 
in equal Eftecm with the ingenious Mr. Cattwriglst^ 

an- 
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another of the Laureates adopted Sons. He writ 
the following Plays : 

I- Neyfor Hmflyj Dawn with Knavery ; a Comedy, 
tranflatcd from Afiftophanes^s Plutus^ 16$ i. 

II. Tbe Jealous Loveis ; a Q)mcdy, prcfented be- 
fore their Majefties at the Univcrfity of Cambridge^ 
by the Students of Trinity-College^ 166%. This Play 
was commended by Copies of Vcrfcs from the moll 
eminent Wits of both Univcrfities, and was afted 
with Applaiife. It was rcviv'd on the Theatre at 
Londt^n, 1685. 

III. Tlje Mufes Ijoohmg-Clafx ; a Comedy, icSi* 
This Play was lirft caU'd by the Author, Jhe En- 
tertainment^ and was very much commended by Sir 
Jfion Cockain and Mr. Rich of Ch-jJl-Church-CoUege^ 
Oxon. 

IV. A R I s T 1 p P u 5, or 77;f Jovial Phihfopher ; a 
Tragi-Comedy, 1688. To which is added, T'he 
Conceited Pedlar^ a Farce. 

V. Amyntas, or Tlje Impojjible Dowry; a Paf- 
toral, prefented before the King and Queen at 
tJ/ime-Hall^ 1688. Four of thcfc Plays were printed 
with his Poems at Oxford. He writ an Anfwcr to 
Beti Johifons Ode in Defenfc of his New Inn, to 
perfwadc him not to leave the Scagc, which begins 
thus : 

B E K, do not leave the Stage^ 

*Canfe 'tis a loathfome Age : 
For Pride and Impudence will grow too hid, 

li'^ben tlTeyjbaU hear it told 
They frighted Thee ; ft and high as is th) Caufe, 

Itjeir HiTs is thy Applaufe ; 

More juff were thy Difdain, 

Had they approved thy Vein : 
So Thou for Uhem^ and They for "tlxe were Born i 
7%ey to Inccnfe, and llmi as much to Scorn* 

Mr. 
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Mr. Edward RAvEfjscROPT; 

hTHIS Gentleman was dcfcended from an an- 
^ cicnt Family; He chcer'd himfelf of the Mddlih 
7emfk^ but made no Progrefs in the Study of the 
Law. Mr. Laugbaiu gives Iiim the Chara Act of IVii^ 
CoHeSiar. He pu Wifh'd Eleven Plays, %it.. 

I. T'he Carelefs Levers; a Comedy, afted at the 
Duke of Tork's Theatre, 1575. . Part of this Play 
is borrowM from Moliere's Mcnfieur de Paurceaugnac; 

II. Mamamouchi^ or *fhe Citizen turned GentUman ; 
a Comedy, aftcd at the Duke's Thcattc, 167J. De*' 
dicated to his Highnefs Prince Ruj>ea. Part of this 
Play is taken from Atol/eres k Burgeois Gemilhcfmme. 

III. Scaramouch aPlnUfopher^ H arleqviIv 
a School'Bojf, Ukavo a Alei chant and Magician ; % 
Comedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1^77. , This 
Pliy is written after the Italian Manner, and the 
Poet boafts of having brought a new fort of Comedy 
on our S:age ; but Mr. La^gtain will not allow anjr 
one Scene of it to b^ the genuine Oltsprirtg of his 
own Brainy and cfteems him rather the Midwife thaft 
the Parent of this Piece. Part 6f this Play is takefi . 
from Molieies le Butgeoif Ctiitilhwme, and Le Mar^ 
riage Fot cK 

1 V^. The JVrnngling IffverSy or The InjifihU Atftrefs} 
aComedy, acted at chcDukecf 7i#il*s Tjicatrc:,f677; 
This P^ay is fo.inded upon Cohhetl/e's Lks Etiga%emem$ 
du Haxuird^ and a Spanijb Romance^ call'd, Dtceftio 
yifiHf or Seehig and Believing ari two Things. 

V. KfngEDGAK and AlfreDa; a Tfagedy,^ 
afted at the Theatre Royal^ i^77« This Play 
Mr. Lanibain allows to be tiie Author's own. The 

P Story 
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Story is taken from the Annals of Ltrvt^ a Novel, and 
' Malmesbttry^ Grafton^ &9W, S^d, and Other Englijb 
Chronicles. 

VI. Tlbe EngUJb Lawyer \ 7, Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1^78. This is only a Tranllation 
of the celebrated Latin Comedy of Jgmramus^ writ 
by Mr. Ruggk oi Clare-Hali^ Cambridge. 

VII. T'he London Cuckolds i a Comedy^ aftcd at the 
Duke of Krits Theatre, 1683. This is the moft^ 
diverting Play the Author ever writ, but much of 
it is borrowed from Novels. The Plot from Scarrons 
Novels, Novell. 'The Fmitlefs Precaution^ frqm /r j 
Contes Du-Sieur D^ouviHe^ Part IL f. 121, and from 
Boccace^s Novels. 

^ Will. Dame Dobson, or 77/^ Cunning H/omqni 
a Comedy, afted at the Duke's Theatre, 1^84. 
This is a Tranflation of a French Comedy, called, 
La Devenirejfe^ ou les faux Enchantments^ and mifcar- 
ried in the Aftion. 

IX. Tl^e Canterbury Guefls^ or A Bargain Broken ; a 
Comedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, |5pj. De- 
dicated to Rowland Eyre, Efq; This Play met with 
but indifferent Succcfs. 

. X. T'he Anatomift, or T%e Sham DoSlory a Comedy, 
aftcdwith Applaufe at the Theatre in Little Lincoln- 
'Inn-Fields, t6$j. Dedicated to ThomcJkf Ravenfcroft, 
.•Efq; ^ 

XL The Italian Husband i a Tragedy, aftcdatthe 
Theatre in Little Lincolns-^Iun-Fields, i6pj. To this 
Play, befidcs the Prologue, is prefixed a Dialogue, 
which the Author calls the Prelude, manag'd by the 
Poet, a Critick, and one Mr. Peregrine, the Poct*s 
Friend. This Poet feems to be under the fame Mif- 
take with fome other of our modem Writers, who 
are fond of barbarous and bloody Stories, and think 
no Tragedy can be good witJiout fome Yill»ii" 
in it. 

Mr. 
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Mr. kavenfcrofi revived and alccr'd S>ak^ar*s 
TtTUs Ano.ronicws. 

Mr. Thomas Rawlins^ y 

PRINCII*AL Graver of the Mint in die 
Reigns of KitiQCharles I, and 11. He writ t^'O 
Plays, 

I. 77?e RehBim; a Tragedy, afted by WsMaje(ly*s 
Ccmipany of Revels, 1 640. Dedicated to Robert Dude^ 
Efq; This Play \fc^as afted with gteat Applaufe, and 
has fcveral Copies of Verfes iw its Comnlendation. 

II. Tom Essench, otT/jeModififf^fi; a Qy 
mcdy. This Play fucceeded very well. Part of it 
is taken from Molhres It Cocu If?ta^inaire^ 

^ ^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ 

Mr. Nathaniel Richards/ 

ABOUT the Beginning of the Civil Wars, ih 
'^^ the Reign of King Chat Us I. This Gentleman 
writ one Play* 

Messalina^ tk Rmait kmprefsi a Tragedy/ 
aftcd by the Company of his Majelly's Revels, 1640. 
Dedicated to the Lord Vifcount Rochford. Plot from! 
Suetonius, Claudian, Pliny, Juvenal^ Sec. 

•&H«*«Hfr <i!I» (ii\^ «II> «U9 «!i«^Cifr«I5>^4lt>621*«| 
Mr. William R i d e r, M. A- 

A U T H O R of one Play, in the Reign of King 
-^ Charles II, called, 

"KThc Twins ; a Tragi-Comedy, afted at the private 
Houfc in SuliiburyCouYt with Applaufe, 1^55. 

P a Nx- 
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Nicholas Ro WE, Bfip 

npHIS Gentleman was born at Little Berkford, in 
* the County of Bedford. He is dcfccnded from the 
Family of the Rirwes of Lamerton in Devon/hire^ and 
is the only furviving Son oijohn Rirwe, Efq; Serjeant 
at Law. He was Hrft placM to a private School at 
Highgatei and afterwards put under the Care of 
the Reverend Dr. Bu^by^ in WefiminJleySchooXi from 
thence he remov'd to the Miidle-TemfU^ where, af- 
ter a confiderable Progrefs in che Study of the Law^hc 
was call'd to the Bar, and attained a Reputation fuic-- 
able to his Merit ; but he early quitted thofe dry and 
laborious Studies, to purfue the more plealing Bent 
of his Genius m polite Literature, 

He was, in the late Reign, near Three Years 
Under-Secretary to the Duke of Queensborough and 
Dtfver^ Principal Secretary of State ; and fince his 
Ma jetty's Acccffion^ he has had conferred on him the 
Places of Qerk of the Council to his Royal High- 
nefs the Prince of Wales^ Poct-Laureat to his Ma- 
jefty, one of the Land-Surveyors of the Cuftoms in 
the Port oi London^ and Secretary of the Prefcnta- 
tions to the Lord High-Chancellor of Great Britain. 

Mr. Rovct is cafy and inftruftivc in his Convcrfa* 
tion, polite in his Manners, and perfcdlly fincere in 
his Profeflions of Fricndfliip. In his Writings there 
is a beauty of Exprcfllon, a maftcrly Wit, a nervous 
Strength, and a Didion more exaftly Dramatick 
than appears in the Works of any other Modern 
Author. His Talent is Tragedy , and he has 
obliged us with the following Performances : 

L Tl)e Ambit ions Step-Mcther i a Tragedy, aded at 
the Theatre in UncolitS'Im-Fields. Dedicated to the 
EdxXof Jerfey. ILTa- 







././'>V.i/. y 



Engliih Dramatick Poet& sxj* 

n. TAMERtAHEs z ToLgcdy^ adcd at the 
Theatre in Uimhu^lnn'Fields. Dedicated to the 
Marquifs of Hanwgtm^ ^now Duke of Devtn^ire. 
This Play was wrote in Comph'mcnt to King W/* 
Ham III It was atfirft received (and continues lUU to 
beaded) with very great Applaufc. 

III. The Fair Penitent; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Theatre in Uncolns-Imt-Fields. Dedicated to the 
DutcheTs of Ormond. 

IV. Th Biter i a Comedy of Three Afts, per- 
formed at the Theatre in Lincolns-Inn-Ftelds. 

V. Ulysses; a Tragedy, afted at the Queen's 
Theatre in the Hay-Market. Dedicated to the £ad 
of Godolphin. 

VL Tie Rojal Convert; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Queen's Theatre in the Haj-Marhtt. Dedicated to . 
Charles Earl of Halifax. 

VIL The Tragedy ^ Jane Shoue; written in 
Imitation of Smkeffear^s Stile, afted at the Theatr© 
Royal iti Drury-Lane. Dedicated to the Duke of 
Queensborwgh and Donjer. 

VIIL 7he Tragedy of the Lady Jane GkAYj 
afted at the Theatre Royal in DruryLane. Dedi- 
cated to her Royal Highnefs the Princefs of IVales. 

All Mr. Rovje^s Tragedies have fucceeded, and 
indeed they cannot be too much applauded. They 
arc now printed in Two Volumes la*, with a ge- 
neral Dedication to Edward Henry Ear] of JVarv)ick * 
and Holland. Bcfides thefe, and his other Poetical 
Writings, he has given us an excellent Tranflatioa 

of LUCAN. 

I cannot omit concluding with what a certain 
Gentleman has obferv'd of Mn Rowe, which is th^ 
more jufl for being mention Vi in a Satire. * 

'7tua5 He that wroff Immortal Tameriane. 

. I II— ^ifa— —1^— I ■ Mi— 1^— li^lMI^ 
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Mr.* William Rowley. 

A POET that livM in the Reign of King 
Charks L He was fome time a Student ac 
Pembrohe-Hall^ Cambridge^ and not only well known 
to, butaflbciated with Shake/pear, Flttcher^ Maljinger^ 
M^trfton^ tVeh/ler^ and other eminent Poets ol: that 
A^c. He writ Six Plays, 

L A New Wonder^ a fVimtan never Vext ; a Come- 
dy, afted Amo idji. The Widows findinjg her 
Wedding-Ring, (which flie dropt crofling the Thames) 
in the Belly of a Fifh, is taken from the Story of 
- Polycrntes in the T'balia of Herodotm. 

IL A Match at Midnight ; a Comedy, afted by 
the Children of the Revels, itfjj. Part of the Plot 
is taken from a Story in the Englijb Rogue, Part IV. 
c. ip. 

III. AB's loff by LtiR ; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Phxnix in DruryLnne, by the Lady EHx^bcth^s Ser- 
vants, 1^3?. This was efteenvd a very good Play. 
Story from Surites Amal, lib. i. c. l* luyiptet, lib» 
y.f. 30. Unfortunate Levers^ Nov.i. 

IV. A S/joemaker's a Gentleman ; a Comedy, afted 
at the Red Bull^ 1638. This Play was afterwards 

• rcyiv'd at the Theatre in Dorfet-Garden. Plot from 
Crifpin and Crifpianm, or The Htjiorj of the Gentle* 
Craft. 

V. T%e PFltch of Edmonton ; a Tragi-Comedy, 
afted by the Prince's Servants at the Cockpit in Drury^ 
Lariey 1658. This Play was afterwards aftcd ac 
Court with great Applaufc. 

VI. 'fhe Birth of M r R L i N, or T%e Child has loff 
a Father i a Tragi-Cumcdy^ i66i. Plot from Geof. 



of Mmimth, Pol. Pitiil^ Stffto^ Sbeei^ 6cc. Shaiejfear 
aflSfted in this Play. He join d with MiddbtojiivC 
his Sfnnijb Gyfftes, IVebfter in his itbrman Wonder^ &c, 

• • • • 

f^Ir. Sa MU E L Row L£ T. ^^ 

•- t 

AN Author in the Reign of King Charles I. He 
fUrd himfelf Servant to the Prince of Wales i 
and two Plays appear under his Name. 

I. lVl)enyoufeemiymln(m)m0; an Hiftorical Play 
of Henry VIII, with the Birth and virtuous Life of 
Edward Prince of fVales^ afted b"y the Prince of 
JVales^s Servants, idj 2. Plot from the Efiglijh Chro- 
nicles, Lord Jierhen^ Life of Htmy VIII. 

IL 7?;^ NMe Sfanijh Soldier^ or A Contrafi Broken 
juftly Reven£d; a Tragedy, printed after the Au- 
thor's Death, itf 3 4, 

Mr. JOESPH RUTTER. \ 

THIS Gentleman was a Dependant on the Fa^ 
mily pf the j^ord Dorfet^ in the Reign of King 
Clravles I, and Servant to King Charles II. He writ 
owe Plajj, and tranllated two others, by the 0)m-r 
mand of his Majcfty and the Lord Dorjet. ^ 

I. "Th^ Sljepherd'r Hohduy; a Tragi-Comi-PaftoraI,[* 
prcfcntcd before their Majt-fties at M^hite-HaB^ by. 
the Quccn^s Servants,^ i tf 3 j . Mr. Langkvn ft ilcs this 
Piece the Nobler Sort of Paftoral, being written in 
Blank Verfe. • 

II. T/jf Cio; a Tragi-Comedy,aftcd before thei? 
Ma jellies at Court, and ac the Cockpit in Drury^Lane^ 

P 4 1637. 



ti6 hWfs and ChsTiCtets 9f the • 

i6j7. Dedicated to Edward E:^rl of D^fet. A 
Tanflation from CormiH^; and the young Lprd. Dfr^, 
fet aHiIicd in it, \ ' 

III. The C ID, Part II; a Tragi-Comcdy, 1^40. 
dedicated to the Lady T%eofhih Cook. This Part is 
alfo a Tranflation from Comaffe. Thefe Plays arc 
founded on Hiflory ; Ccc Roderk de Toledo, and Ma* 
fiand, 6cc^ 

i g5CX»CSCO^O^ ?Q OG3COCX5QC:)QOOO tei 

Thomas R y m e r, Efqi 

AGENTL^MAN born in the North ofEfif. 
. land, and who had Univcrfiry Edi cation. He 
was a Member of the Society of Grays-Lm, and fuc- 
cceded Mr. ShadueU as Hifloriographer to King 
JViBtam III. He was a Man of great Learning, 
and a Lover of iPoetry i this led him to the Pcrufal 
of thofe Authors which (et him up for a Critick ; but 
in his View of the Tragedies of the laR Age, he ha$ 
been more fcvere than jufl in his Criticifms upon 
Shakefpear ; and I am of Opinion with Mr. Laagbain, 
that his Talents for Dramatick Poetry were very in- 
ferior to thofc of the Pafons he ccn(ur'd. He writ 
one Tragedy. 

' Edgar, or Tl)e EngUfi Monarch \ an HeroI(:k 
Tragedy, 1678. Dedicated 10 King Charles II. For. 
the Plot, confult IV. Mdlntesbuty, Hunmgdon,Pcl. Vir* 
gil, Higden^ Grafton, Stinv^ &c. He liUewifc publifh'd 
Ibme Original Poems and Trandations. He had 
not a Genius for Pocrryi but was an excellent An- 
tiquary and Hillorian. Some of his Pieces relating 
to our Corifiitutiott arc very good ; and his valuable 
CoUedion of the Foedera^ dTc will be a lafling 
Monument of his Worth. 

S. Mr. 
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;i4'r. Thomas Sackvilb,: 
^.S/r Thomas St. Serve. \ 

A SCOTS Gentlcman» who in the Reigo of 
King Charges II, writ a Play, caU'd, 
TarucoV IVifes^ or 7*^ Ccfee-Houfe; a Co- 
medy, aded at the Duke of Tork's Theatre, tdtS. 
Dedicated tp the Marquifs of Huntley. Part of this 
Comedy i$ built on the i^panijb P.'ay, No Ptteiifery or 
it camot be. The late Earl of Dorfet writ an excellent 
Copy of Verfcs to the Author upon its Publica* 
tion, wh^h are as follow : 

7 A RUC o gave m Wander and Delight» 
' When he tbljgd the JVorld by Candle-light : 
But new he$ ventured en the Face of Day^ 
7'* tblige andferve his Friends a ncbler Wayi 
Make aU ear Old Men IVits^ Statefmen the Tf'tsng^ 
And teach evn Engliih Men i/v Engliih Tongue. 
James, on uhofe Reign aB peaceful Stars didjmite^ 
i>id but attempt th* Uniting of our Ifle. 
What Kings^ and Nature ^ only could dejign^ 
Shall be accompliJh*d by this Work of thine : 
. For who isfuch a Cockney in his Hearty 
. Proud of the Plenty of the Southern Part, 
Tofcom that Uaion^ by which he may 
Boafl ^twas his Country^man that writ this Play f 

Phoebus 



•^ 
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PhoebttS himfelf^ inJulgent to tirf Mufe^ 

Ha&^to tby Cuuntryfiut this kind Excufe : , 

Fair. Nmhem Lafs^ it is not thro* Negleli ; • . ^ 

J court thee at a Diftance, tut RefpeH. 

J cannot aSl^ my Pafjlon is fo great^ 

But fS make up in Light, \tohat wants in Heat. 

On thee I wsB teftow my Ihngefi Days, 

And crown thy Sont with everlafling Bays : - - 

My Beams that reach tfjeeJhdU employ tl>elr Povfrs- 

To ripen Souls of Meni not Fruits or FlowWs. 

Let warmer Climes my fading Favours boafi. 

Poets and Stars Jhine brightefi m the FrofJ. \\ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^'^^^^^^^^^ 

Mr. William Sampson. 

• ."'if 

A GENTLEMAN rctainM in thcFamirfoe 
-"• Sir Henry mOoughby, of Richley in Derby/hire, in * 
the Reign of King Charles I. He writ one Play. . '- 

77Se VovyBreakiTy or 7he Fair Maid of Clifton inf 
Nottinghamfbire I a Tragedy, afted with great Ap** 
plaufe^ I tf ? 3 . Dedicated to Mrs. Anne IViOoughby. 

He alfo jbin'd with Mr. Markham in his Herod and 
Antipater. 

George Sandys, E[qy 

T^ H I S Gentleman was Son of JEitum Arch-Bifliop 
of Ywky bom at Bijliop^s 'thorp in Tm-kflme, in 
the Year 1577. At Eleven Years of Age he was 
fent to the Univerlity of Oxford, and entcr'd in 
St. Marys Hall there. In the Year 1610, (remark- 
able for the Murder ofHemyW oi France) he made 
the Tour of Frar.ce^ Italy, Turnkey, Pakflwc, i:c. and 

on 
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fin his Return, he publi(h*d m Account of his Tiui** 
vtis> and the following Play • . , .t .. , . 

C/jyiff's Paffion ; a Tragedy, 1^40. Dedicated ta 
King Charles I. Traoflared from the Latin of ifc^j 
jGroupti, with Annotations* It is excellently well 
done, and in the Year 1688 it was reprinted. 

He tranflated Ovid's Metoinorphofis ^ the whole* 
Fifteen Books, tlie firft Book of Vtrgirs JEjkis^ &c* 
He died at Boxley-Abbey in Kent^ being the Scat of 
his Nephew Mr. Wiat^ Amw 1^439 and is buried ia 
the Chancel of that Church. 



^r. C H ARLEs Saunders. ' 

'A YOUNG Gentleman, who, in the Reig» 
jfX ^* K.ing Charkt II, writ a Play whilft he was 
i King's Scholar at ft^yZ/w»y7^>- School, call'd, ; 

K Tamberlain tl^ Great I a Tragedy, aftedat 
the Theatre Royal, i6Zi. This Play was likcwifc 
aftcd before the King at Oxford^ with great Ap- 
plaufe ; and it is highly commended by Mr. Boiiks 
qnd other Poets. Plot from AJleria^ and T'amerhwe^ 
a Novel. 

Mr. Thomas Scot. 

THIS Gentleman, Secretary to the Earl ofRox^ 
burgh^ was educated at ll^ejlminJier'Sc\\Qo\^ from 
whence he remov'd to the Univeriity of Cambridge^ 
and there iiniQi'd his Education. Ho has writ two 
Plays- 

I. 7h MockrMdrriage ; a Comedy, a^Scd at the 
Theatre in Dorfet-Gui rff>/, i e^t. This Play met with 

pretty 
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5 retry good Succefs, conHdering the Seafonof the 
ear, and its being the firft Effzy of a young 
Writer. 

IL The Uiihapfy Kittdttefs, or A FruitUfs Revenge ; a 
Tragedy, afted at the Theatre RoyaL This 
is only Ftetcbe/s IVtfe for a Month alter'd ; and the 
Chara&er of the Wife to provoke the Husband to 
cafe her of her MaidenheaJ^is heightened in this Play. 

^Mr. Elkana^h Settle. 

^VT O W Citj-Pcet. This Gentleman was fome 
j[\| time at Trinity-Coffege, Oxen; upon his co- 
ming to LcnJin, and being poilcfs'd with the Spirit 
of Poetry, he fpent a very good Fortune. When 
his Ncccffities firft obliged him to write, his Uncer- 
tainty in his Political Principles did him a Prejudice, 
and at lafl he made a Refolution of quitting all Pre- 
tendons to State-Craft, and to fculk into a Comer 
of the Stage, and there die contented, which is his 
own Expreffion in the Preface to one of his Pieces. 
He has writ Fifteen Plays, with various Succcfs t 
His Talent is Tragedy, and Mr. Langbain tells us, 
that he was Tragically dealt withal by Mr. Dryden^ 
in his Difpute with him. His PJays are as follow : 

I. T'he Emprefs of Morocco; a Tragedy, adtcd at 
the Duke of Tork^s Theatre with great Applaufc. 
It was To much in Eftcem, as to be performed at 
Court, and the Lords and Ladies of the Bcd*- 
Chamber play'd in it^ 1673. Dedicated to Henry 
Earl of Norwich^ Earl-Marfhal of England. This 
Pl;;y is writ in Heroick Verfe, and illuftrated with 
C ts, being the firft Play that ever was fo adorn'd. 
Mr. D^yden, Mr. iihadwell and Mr. Crcrwn writ againft 
it, which began a famous Coatroverfy betwixt 

the 
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tht Wits of the Town, wherein ' :Mn Dryiw wag 
roughly handled, particularly by the Lord Rochefter 
and the Duke of Buckingham, and Mr. «Spf//r got tlie 
better of the Argument. 

II. Love and Revenge ; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Duke of Tortus Theatre, 167$. Dedicated to the 
Duke of Nevxaftle. Great Part of this Play is ta- 
ken from TIh Fatal Contrast, writ by Mr. Hemmings. 

III. Cambyses King of Perjta; a Tragedy, atted 
at the Duke's Theatre, itfyy. Dedicated to the 
Dutchefs of Monmouth. This Tragedy is written in 
Heroick Vcrfe. The Plot from juftin. Lb. i. r . 9. 
Ammianus MarceBinus, lib. 23. Herodvtus^ 8cc» 

IV. TlieConqueR of China by tlie lartars ; a Tra- 
gedy, adcd at thcDakc's Theatre, i6j6. Dedi- 
cated to the Lord Howard of Caflle^RiJing. This 
Play is likewife writ in Heroick Vcrfe, and founded 
on Hiftory. For the Story, confult Heylins Cofm(^ 
graph), "The ConqueR of China, written by Palafax, 
Lewis de Gufman^ 6cc. 

V. Ibrahim, the ISuflrious Sajfa; a Tragedy, 
afted at the Duke's Theatre, 1677. Dedicated to 
the Dutchefs of Albemarle. Plot from 7)je Illuftriom 
Baffa, a Romance, by Scudery. 

• VI. Pastor Fido, or The Faithful Shepherd; 
a Dramatick Palloral, prefented at the Duke o(Tork's 
Theatre, 1^77. Dedicated to the Lady Elizabeth 
Delaval. This is Sir Richard Fa)i/baw's Tranflation 
from the Italian of Guarini, improved. 

VIL Fatal Love^ or T^-v/orc V Ltconjlancy ; a Tra- 
gedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 1680. Dedi- 
cated to Sir Robert Owen. The Plot of this Play is 
taken from Achillex TatimsClitiphon, and Leucippe, a 
Romance, tranflated into Englijh. 

VIIL tU Female Prelate, or The Hi/lory of the 
Life and Death of Pope Joan; a Tragedy, adtcd at 
the Theatre Royal, 1680. Dedicated to tile Earl 

! of 
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of Shaftesbury. Plot from Phtinas Uvet of tJ)iPt>pisj 
tranflated by Sir Paul Ricaut^ and a fmall Book of 
*f he Life and Death of Pope Joan, writ by Mr. Cook. 

IX. Tl)e Heir of Moiocco^ with t/je Death of Gay^ 
land; a Tragedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal^ 1682.- 
Dedicated to tlic Lady Pf^entworth. 

X. Diftref'd Innocence ; or Tlje Princefs of Perjia ; 
a Tragedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 1691. De- 
dicated to John Lord Cutts. This Play was aftcd 
with Applaufe. The Author owns himfelf oWig'd 
to Mr. Bctterton for feme valuable Hints in this Play, 
and that Mr. Motttfort wrote the laft Scene of it. 

XL T'he Ambitious SLrve, or A Generous Revenge ; 
a Tragedy, adcd at the Theatre Royal, i6p^. De- 
dicated to John Blighty Efq; This Play met with 
but ill Succefs. The Scene is laid in Perjia. 

XIL 7?jf M^erhl in tlie Moon; a Dramatick-Comic- 
Opcra, performed at the Theatre in Dorfet-Garden^ 
by his Majefty's Servants, i6p8. Dedicated to Chri^ 
flofl:er Rich, Efq; 

^ XIIL T^he City Ramble, or T^/v Piay-lmfe JVedding; 
a Comedy, a6tcd at the Theatre Royal. 

XIV- the Viigitt Propbttefs, or 77^«' Fate of troy j 
an Opera. 

XV. tl)e Ladies tiumfh ; a Gomic-Opera, pre- 
fcnted at the Theatre in Lincoliis-ltm-lulds by Sub- 
icrip:i;>n, 1718. 

;-y j'^ V-4J x""^ v7^ v«5 N-^ej v-/^ rn ^\'ivy% iTi i^/i it'; j'/i •'?i ^v^ J^i jv; T!* i^« • s^iJ ^Ti 1"% 

Thomas Shad w el l^ Efq-y 

THIS Gentleman was defcended from a very 
good Family in the County of Norfolk. He 
was very much in favour with the Quality, parti- 
cularly the late Earl of -Dt^jy^*/, who was his great Pa- 
tron, 
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trotH ^nd by his LorcUhip's Intereft at CourtUt the 
Revolution, he fucceeded Mr. Dryd^n as PocNLatH 
rear. ^ His Talent was Comedy, and in his Plays 
there is a great variety of Charafters. He well ur>- 
derflood liumour, and could draw a Coxcomb in 
perfcftion j but he feem'd to be deficient in perfeft- 
ing the Character of a fine Gentleman. Jn mofl of 
hi$ Plays he endeavoured to imitate Ben Johnfon. 
They are as follow : 

L T^he Royal Shepherdefs; a Tragi<k)medy, afted 
by the Duke of Tork*s Servants, 1669. • This Play 
was a&ed with Applaufe. It is taken from a Co- 
medy writ by Mr. Fouataiu, callM, The Reward of 
Virtue. : . t \ 

JI, T^)e StiBetf Lovers, or The Inpeitinentsi a Come- 
dy, a£ted at the Duke of Tork'^^ Theatre, 1670. De- 
dicated to IVilliam Duke of Newcafile. The Author 
owns in his Pre£sLce, that he took a Hint in his Plot 
ixom MoUere^s Ijs Facbeiix. s ; i ; :* 

III. "The Huntomifls ; a Comedv, afted by the 
Duke of Tork^s Servants, 1671.' Dedicated to the 
Dutchefs of NrjLxaftk. Tho* I have very little re^ 
gard for punning Wit, I cannot help faying, that 
the Humour of the Town occafion'd tliis Play ma^ 
ny Enemies. . ' 

IV. T'he Mifer j a Comedy, a£kcd at the Theatre 
Royal, 1672. Dedicated to the Earl of Doifet and 
Middlefex. The Plot of this Play is taken from 
Ifloliere^t VAvare. 

\ V. PsicHB ; an Opera, prcfented at the Duke 
of York's Theatre, 1675. Dedicated to Jams Duke 
of Monmouth. Part of this Play is taken from the 
French PjicU, and ApuJeims Golden Afi* • 
, VI. Epfom IVelli ; a Comedy, afted at the Dufrc 
oi Tories Theatre, i6'j6. Dedicated to the Duke of 
Neivca/lle. This is a very diverting Play. 

VIL 
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. VII. T'te Vmuofi j a Comedy, aftcd at the Dukt 
of Ibri's Theatre, idytf. Dedicated to the Duke of 
Newcajlle. This Play contains great variety of 
Humour. 

VIII. 7%i Lihenine ; a Tragedy, afted T>y the Duke 
of Torli% Servants, l6^6. Dedicated to the Dakc 
of Nevxa/ili. This Play was adted with great Ap- 
plaufe, and is elleem'd one of the befl of our Au** 
thor's Performances. 

IX. T I M o N of Athens, or T%e Man-Hater j a Tra- 

fedy, aded at the Duke of Tork's Theatre, 167S. 
)cdicated to the Duke of Buckingham. The 
greateft part of this Tragedy is taken from Shaken 
fpea/s Play of the fame Name. 

X. The True Widow i a Comedy j aded at the 
Duke's Theatre, itfyp. Dedicated to Sir Charles 
Sidleji Mr. Langbain tells us^ that the Charafters 
and Humour in this Comedy are as well done as in 
any of that Age ; but it did not meet with very 
good Succefs on the Stages 

XL The IVman-Caftaini a Comedy, afted at tht 
Duke's Theatre, idSo. Dedicated to Henry Lord 
Ogle, Son to the Duke of Nevxajile. This Play was 
afted with Applaufe. 

XIL The Lancajhire fVitchef, and Teague DiveBy, 
the Ifijb PriiR; a Comedy, afted at the Dakc's 
.Theatre^ 1682. This is a very entertaining Come- 
dy, and Mr. Heywood and Bronte have both writ on 
the fame Subjcft. 

XIIL The 'Squire of Alfatia; a Comedy, afted by 
their Majefties Servants, i688. Dedicated to the 
Earl of Dorfet and Middltfex. Thii Play is founded 
on Terences Adelfhiy and was afted with very great 
Applaufe. Mr. Langbcnn tells us, that in this Play, 
and the Lanca[bire fVttches there are feveral Refledtions 
on the Qergy. 

XIV; 
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^ XIV. BuryFair ; a Comedy, aftcd by his Ma- 
jefty's Servants, itfSp. Dedicated to Charles Earl 
of Di^fet and Middkfex^ then Lord Chamberlain of 
his Majcfty's Houfliold, Part of this Play is taken 
from the Duke of Newcaftles Triumphant IVtdinVy and 
Molieres Precieufex Ridicules. 

XV. Tiji Amorous Bigot^ with tlje Second Part of 
league Divelly ; afted by their MajefticS Servants, 
i6po. Dedicated to the Duke o( Shrewsbury. 

XVI. 77je Scowrers ; a Comedy, afted by their 
Ma jefties Servants, i6^ji. Dedicated to Queen Afory. 
This Play contains a great deal of low Humour. 
The Charafter of Eugenia fcems to be a Copy of 
Harriot^ in one of Sir George Ethrege^s Plays. 

XVII. The Volunteers^ or The Stock-Jobbers ; a Co- 
medy, 1^93. Dedicated by the Author's WidoNW 
to the virtuous Qiieen Mary. Some Hints of this 
Play, in the Charader of Sir Timothy Caftril, feem to 
be taken from Flctche/s Little French Lawyer. 

This Author likewife writ feveral other Pieces of 

Poetry, the chief whereof are, his Congratulatory 

Poem on his Highnefs the Prince of Orange's Coming 

to England; another on Queen Mary ; his Tranflation 

of the Tenth Satire of Juvenal, Sec. Moft of the 

Poetical World have heard of the great Difference 

between him and Mr. Drydcn, which produced that 

fcvcre Satire of MacFleckno from the latter; to 

which Mr. Shadwell made a fort of Reply in the Pre- 

j face to a Poem he publifh^d foon after. He died in 

j the Year 1691, and lies buried in IVc/lmin/ler-Abbey, 

\ near the Remains of the famous Spenjer. There is 

' over him a white Marble Monument, with his Bujlo, 

and this Infcription : 

Thomas Shadwell, Armiger, Ant/qua flirpe in Comi^ 
tatu Stajfordia Oriundus, Pceta Laureatus & Htf- 
toriographm Regim. Obiit nono die Dec. Anno Dom. 
1691. JEtat. fua, 52. Q H. 
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H. M. P. C. 

In ferpemam fietatis Memoriam 

Johames ShadweH^ A/. D. Tl)oma F. 



c5^r. Charles ShadVell. 

THIS Gentleman was Nephew to Thmas 
ShadtceBy Efq; He has writ two Plays. 

I. 'The Fair Qiiaker of Deal, or The Humours of the 
Navy ; a G)mcdy, a&td at the Theatre Royal with 
Applaufe, 1 714. Dedicated to his Friends in the 
County of Keitt. 

II. Tlje Humours of the Army; a Comedy, afted at 
the Theatre Royal, X 71 (J. 

il^r. William Shakes pear. 

HE was the Son of Mr. John Shakefpear^ and 
was born at Stratford upon Avotty in IVarwichr 
Jbirey in April 1^6^. His Family, as appears by the 
Regiftcr and publick Writings relating to that 
Town, were of good Figure and Fafhion there, and 
^ are mentioned as Gentlemen. His Father, who was 
a confiderable Dealer in Wool, had fo large a Fa- 
mily, Ten Children in all, that, though he was his 
cldeft Son, he could give him no better Education 
than his own Employment. He had bred him for 
fome time at a Free-School, where he acquired the 
Knowledge of the Latin Tongue ; but the Narrow- 
ncfs of his Circumftances, and the want of his Af- 
fiftance at Home, forc'd his Father to withdraw him 
from thence, and unhappily prevented his farther 
Proficiency in Learning. 

Upoi 
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Upon his leaving School^ he feems to have given 
intirely into that way of living which his Father 
propo.sM to him J and in order to fettle in the 
World, he, while very young, married the Daugh- 
ter of Mr. Hathawajy a fubftantial Yeoman in the 
Neighbourhood of Stratford. 

In this kind of Settlement he continued for fomc 
time, 'till an Extravagance that he was guilty of, 
forc'd him both out of his G)untry and that way of 
living which he had taken up ; and tho' it feem'd at 
firft to be a Elcmifli upon his good Manners, and a 
Misfortune to him, yet it afterwards happily prov*d 
the Occa\iun of exerting one of the greateft Genius's . 
that ever was known in Dramatick Poetry. He 
was fevercly profccured by Sir I'homas Lucy QtCher/e- 
cot, npar Stratford^ for joining wirh fome young Fel- 
lows, more than once, in robbing his Park. .This 
Profecution obliged him to (helter himfelf in London; 
and it was upon this Accident^ that he is faid to 
have made his firll Acquaintance in the Playhoufe, 
wherein he was received at firft in a very mean Rank ;' 
but his admirable Wit, and the natural Turn of it 
to the Stage, foon dillinguifli'd him, if not as an ^ 
extraordinary Aftor, yet as an excellent Writer. 
1 could never meet with any farther Account of him, 
as to the Pares he us'd to play, than that the Top . 
of his Performance was the Ghfi in his own H am- 
L F T. It would be a great Pleafure to fee and know * 
what was the firft Eflay of a Fancy like S/mkcffea/s. 
Mr. Dryden fccms to think that Pericles is ore 
of his firft Plays ; but tho' the Order of Time, in 
wliich the fcvcra! Pieces were written, be generally' 
uncertain, yet there are Pallages in fome of them 
which Icem to fix their Dates. Whatever the par- 
ticular Times of his Writing were, the People of . 
his Age could not but be highly plcas'd to fee a (?«?- 
«//« arifc amongft them of fo pleafurable, fo rich a 

Q a Vein, 



ii8 Lives and Oaxa^kcri' of tie 

Vein, and To plentifully capable of furnifiiing theii^ 
favourite Entertainments. Bcfldcs the Advantages 
of his Wit, he was in himfclf a good-natur'd Man, 
of great Svvcctnefs in his Manners, and a mod agree^* 
able Companion ; fo that it is no wonder he made, 
himfclf acquainted with the beft Converfations of 
thofe Times. Queen ElJzateth had fcveral of his 
Plays aftcd before heir, and gave him many gracious 
Marks of her Favour : What Grace focvcr the Queen 
conferred upon him, it was not to her only he owM 
the Fortune which the Reputation of his Wit made# 
He had the Honour to meet with many great and 
uncommon Marks of Favour and Friendship from, 
the Earl of Southampton^ (famous in the Hiftories of 
that Time for his Friendfliip to the unfortunate Earl 
of EJfex) to whom he Dedicated two Poems, V e- 
Nus and Adonis, and TAR(i.uiN and Lu- 
cre ce- For the Former of which Dedications, 
that Noble Lord gave him a Thoufand Pounds, 
which uncommon Bounty Mr. Shakefpear gratefully 
acknowledged in the Dedication to the Latter. 

What particular Fricndfliips he contracted with 
private Men, I have not been able to learn, more 
than that every one who had a true Tafte of Merit, 
had generally a juft Value and Eflecm for him. 
Mr. Spenser fpeaks of him in his Tears of the 
Alufes^ not only with the Praifcsdue to a good Poet, 
but even lamenting his Abfcnce with the Tcndcrncfs 
of a Friend. 

His Plays are properly to be diftinguifli'd only in- 
to Comedies and Tragedies. Thofe which are callM 
Hiftories, and even fome of his Comedies, are real- 
ly Tragedies with a Mixture of Comedy amongft 
them. That way of Tragi-Comedy was the com- 
mon Miftakc of that Age, and is indeed become fo 
agreeable to the £w?/^'A Tafte, that tho' the fcvercr 
Criticks among us cannot bear it, yet the generali- 
ty 
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He died Amtn i6i6, in the 53d Year of his Age, 
and was buried on the North Side of the Chancel, 
in the great Church at Stratford, where a Monument 
is plac'd in the Wall, reprefcnting his Scacuc leaning 
on a Cufliion, with thelc Infcriptions : 

Ingenio Pyliunty Genio Socratem, 

Arte Maronem, 

Terra tegit, Populus mxret^ 

Ol)mpus habet. 

Stay, Pajfenger, vjhy goefif thou by fo faff f . *' 

Read, if thou canff, w/mn eirviom Death bath flOcd 
Within this Monument ; Shakcfpear with vshome 
Quick Nature died^ uhofe Name doth deck the Tombe 
Far more than CofI, ftth all that lye hath Writ 
heaves living Art, but Page, tofe^-ve his Wit. 

On his Gravc-Scone underneath arp the following 
J-ines : 

Good Pyiend, for Jefus^ Sale, foibean 
To dig the Duff enclofed lyere. . 
Blefl be the Man that f pares thefe Stones, 
And curjl be l)e that moves my Bones. 

The Char^fler of Mr, Shakefpear is beft fcen in 
his Writings. But fincc Ben Johnfon has made a 
fort of an Eflay towards it in his Difcoveries, tho* 
he was not very cordial in his Friendlhip, I will 
venture to give it in his Words : 

** I remember the Players have often mentioned it 
" as an Honour to Shakefpear, tliat in Writing (what- 
** foevcr he pcn'd) lie never blotted out a Line. 
•* My Ar.fwjr hath been, IVotild he had blotted a 
^* T'houfati^^ which th :y thougit a malevolent Speech. 
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f* I had not told Poftcrity this, but for their Igno- 
*^ rahccy who chofe that Circumftancc to commend 
** their Friend by, wherein he moft faulted. And 
** to juftify mine own Candor, (for I lov'd the Man, 
" and do honour.his Memory, on this fide Idolatry, 
" as much as any.) He was, indeed, Honcft, and 
** of an open and free Nature, had an excellent 
** Fancy, brave Notions, and gentle ExprcfTions; 
" wherein he flowed with that Facility, that fomc- 
*' times it was ncceflary he fliould be ftop'd : -$///- 
*^ flamimfidm erat, as Augujhn laid of Haterim. His 
** Wit was in his own Power ; would the Rule of it 
•' had been fo too. Many times he fell into thofc 
" things which could not efcape Laughter ; as 
". when he faid in the Pcrfon of Cxfary one fpeaking 
^ to him, 

*' Carfar thou doff we JViong. 

^^ He reply'd: 

** Cjcfar did never IVrQng^ but withjufl Caufe. 

** and fuch like, which were ridiculous. But he rc- 
** deem'd his Vices with his Virtues : There was 
** ever more in him to be Prais'd than to be Par- 
'' donU" 

As for the Paflagc which he mentions out of 
Shake/pear^ there is fomewhat like it in Julius Ca^ 
fary Vol. VI. p. 194. but without the Abfnrdi- 
ty ; * nor did I ever meet with it in any Edition 
that I have feen, as quoted by Mr. John/on. Bcfides 
his Plays in this Edition, there arc two or three af- 
crib'd to him by Mr. La}igbawy which I have never 

fccn, 

* Knov,\ Cxfar doth not Wrorte^ ^sor mthonf Qvjfe , 
JV.II le he fatir^d. 
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fcciij and know nothing of. , As to the Charaftcr 
given of him by Bm Job^fony there is a good deal 
true in it : But I believe it may be as well exprefe'd 
by what H(nrace fays of the lirll Rontons^ who wrote 
Tragedy upon the Greek Models, (or indeed tranf* 
lated 'cm) in his Epiftle to Augufim^ 

Naturi fnbUmis & Acer 

Nam Jf Wat Traguum fatis (j falidter Audet^ 
Sedturfemputat in Chants metuitq; Lituram. 

Mr. Dryden was an Admirer of our Author, and, 
indeed, he owed him a great deal, as thofe who 
have read them both may vcryealily obfcrve. And, 
I think, in Juftice to 'em both, I (hould not on 
this Occafion omit what Mn Dijden has faid of 
him, in his Prologue to the lempefl^ altered. 

Shakefpear, v:hOy taught by mne^ did fitfl impart^ 
To Fletcher IVn^ to tabbing Johnfon Art. 
Jiey Monarch like, gave thije his SubjeSls Lmv^ 
And is that Nature which they Paint and Draw, 
Fletcher reached that which on his Heights didgrcw^ 
fpljilff Johnfon crep and gathered all below : 
T'his did his Ij/oe, and this his Mirth digefl^ ! 
One Imitates him mofi^ the other befi. -^ j. 

If they have fime out-writ all other Men, , : 

^Tis with the Drops which fell from Siiakcfpear/ Pem. 
Ihe * Storm which vanijJ/d on the Neighboring Shoar^ 
' JV(U taught by ShakcfpearV Tempt flfivft to roar. 
That Innocence and Beauty which did f mile 
In Fletcher, grew on this Inchanted Iflc. 
But ShakcfpcarV Magick could not copied be, 
IVithin that Circle none durfl walk but He. 

I 

* AlliiJing to the Sea- Voyage of Flfiiliu 
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* JmuR confefs 'twas toU, nor wmldjou turn * 
'Ihat Liberty to vulgar Wits aHoWy > 

^ M^ch xvorks by Magick fupematral Things : 

* But Shakc(pcarV Ptnixr is Sacred as a Ktn^s. 

The Works of Mr. Shakefpear^ confiiling of his 
Flays and P o £ m s^ are now printed in Nine Vcr 
lumes, 12*. 

Mr. LewisSharp. 

Tan Author in the Reign of King Charles I, 
. j[j^ who writ one Play, call'd^ 

The Ntblc Stranger; a Comedy, afted at the pri- 
vate Houfe in Salisbury-Court, 1^40. Dedicated to 
Sir Edmund IVilliams. 

*!!& len^ «H* «H*«n*«H*Cfl»«Hfi»«li*«H8»«n^«l 
Mr. S. Shepheard. 

A GENTLEMAN thathVd in the Reign 
of King Charles I, and during the Prohibi- 
tion of the Stage writ two Dramatick Pieces i but, 
as Mr. Langbain obferves, he was more valued for 
his Loyalty than his Poetry. His Pieces are, 

T'/v Conmiittce" Man Curried, a Comedy, in two 
Pans, 1647. Tho' they are ftil'd Comedies, they 
arc no longer than one Aft of a Play. The great* 
eft Part of them is flolen from Sir John Suckling, and 
Sir Robert Stapletons Tranflation of Juvenal, 

T H 0- 
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Thomas Shipman, Efq; ^. 

AN Author that Hv*d in the Reign of King| 
Charles II. He was a Gentleman of a good 
Family, and very well educated, which rendered him' 
acceptable to the Wits of the Age. He writ only' 
one Play. 

Henry tf^ Timd of France , Staked by a Fryar^ 
'With the Fall of theCviSEs; a Tragedy, afted ac 
the Theatre Royal, i6jS. Dedicated to the Mar- 
qucfs of Dorchefter. The Story from Davila^ and' 
the Duke of EJperons Life. 

This Gentleman publilh'd Carolina^ ox Loyal PaemsJ. 

Mr. Henry Shirley. 

THIS Author liv'd in the Reicn of King 
Charles I. He writ one Play, call d, 
"kThe Martyr d Soldier j a Tragedy, afted at the 
private Houfe in DrttryLane^ idjS. Dedicated to 
Sir Kenelm Digby. This Play was afted with great 
Applaufe ; but was not publifh'd 'till after the Au:^ 
thor's Death. 

0000 ^OOv^-^0 0000 000000000^ 
Mr. James Shi RLE Y^ * 

A VOLUMINOUS Dramatick Author, 
Contemporary with the Former. He was' 
ontc of Grays-hm^ and Servant to the King j and 

was 
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was efteem'd a Second-Rate Poet, and a modcft 
Writer. He had a great Veneration for his Prcde- 
ceflbrs; and he ftil'd the famous Ben Johrtfon his 
Learned Maftcr. . Mr. Laugbain ^ivts him the high- 
eft Commendation^ and, as is already obferv'd by a 
certain * Author, he does the fame to moft of the 
indifferent Writers ; fo that (hould a Stranger to our 
Dramatick Poets read him, they would make an odd 
Colleftion of our EngUJIi Poetty, for they would 
be fure to take HeynvcoH, Shirleyy Sec. and leave 
Drydetty &c. But I think that Gentleman has fbewn 
the fame partiality, in fome of lus Charaders, as 
Mr. Langbain has done iw this and feveral others, 
(tho* he profcfl'es the contrary) : And in his Account 
of Beaumont and F/etc/ier, he has not a little exerted 
the malicious Critick. But to return to our Author ; 
he died fince the Reftoration, and writ the fol* 
lowing Dramatick Pieces^ being Thirty Eight in 
Number. 

L 7*he Changes i or Love in a Maz^e; a Comedy, 
aSed with Applaufe at the private Houfc in Salisbury- 
CouYt^i6i 2. Dedicated in Verfe to the Lady Dorothy 
Sfmley. Part of it is taken from The Maiden Qiieen. 

11 Contention for Honour and Riches; a Mafquc,i 63 3 . 
Jitdicztcd to Edward Goldingy Efq; 

III. HoNORiA and Mammon; a Comedy. 
This Play is grounded on the afore-mcntion'd 
Mafque. 

IV. Tlje IVitty Fair One; a Comedy, adcd in 
DruryLane^ 16^1 . Dedicated to Sir Edmund Bujhel. 

V. *ffje Traytor; a Tragedy, acted by her Ma- 
jefty*s Servants, 1635. Dedicated to the Duke of 
l^exixajile. This Play was originally writ by Mr. 
Rivers, a Jcfuitj but very much alter'd by Mr. 
ihirley. 

VI. 

'* Jiir. GildonV ConihituUhnjff Lan^bain. 
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' VI- 7%e Toutig Admirals a Tragi-Comcdy; aftcd^ 
at the private Houfe in Dmry-Lam^ i*^37- iJcdica-! 
ted to the Lord JJcri/^p ^ 

VII. T'/je Example; a Tragi-Comedy, adcd in*. 
Drury-Lane by Iier Majcfty 's Servants, 1 63 7. 

VIII. Hide-Park; a Comedy ^ zAcd in DruryLane^[ 
1637. Dedicated to /fr»ry Earl of /&iZfi;/rf. 

IX. T'Ae Gamejler ; a Comedy, afted in Drury, 
Lmcy 1637. This Play met with very good Suc- 
cefs. The Plot is taken from Qiieen Margaret's^ 
Novels, and T/^e UMlucky Citizen. 

X. 7he Royal Majler ; a Tragi-Comedy, afted at 
the Theatre in Dublin^ 1638. Dedicated to the 
Right Honourable George Earl of KUdare. By the 
many Copies of Vcrfes in praife of this Play, *tis 
very probable it was aded with Applaufe. 

XL T^he Dukes Miftrefs; a Tragi-Comedy, aaed 
by her Ma jcfty's Servants, 1538. 

XII. The Lady of Pleafure ; a Comedy, afted at 
the private Houfe in DiuryLane, i6jS. Dedicated 
to Richard Lord Drvelace. The Plot of Kkkfhavfs 
Enjoying Arctma, and thinking her the Devil, he has 
alfo brought into his Grateful Servant. * 

XIII. T'he Maid*s Revenge; a Tragedy, afted at 
the private Houfe in Drury-Lane, with Applaufe^ 
1639. Dedicated to Henry Osborn, Efqj For the 
Plot, fee God's Revenge againff Murder, written by 
Reynoldf. 

XIV. Chabot, Admiral of France I a Tragedy, 
afted in DruryLane^ 1^39- The Story you may find 
in Paul 5^&w/5, Paul jE?nilitsi, Mezeray, and other 
Hiftorians in the Reign of Fi-ancis L Mr. Clubman 
joined in this Play. 

XV. Iht Ball; a Comedy, afted in Drury-Lane^ 
1639. Mr. Chapman likcwife afliftcd in this Co* 
mcdy. 

XVI. 
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^ XVI. Akcadia; a Dramatick-Paftoral, pcr-^ 
form'd at the Phcenix in Drury-Lane^ by her Ma/cfty's 
Servants, 1640. This Play is built on Sir jPA/7/^ 
Sidneys Arcadia. 

XVII. 'the HtimoroHi Courtier; a Comedy, pre- 
fcntcd at the private Houfe in Drury-Lane^ 1640. 
This Play was aftcd with great Applaufe. 

XVIIL St. FATKicKjor Ireland; an Hiftorical 
Play, I ^40. For the Story, fee Bede's Life of St. Pa- 
tricky Sigiberty Baleni, Baromm^ &cq. 

XIX. Lovers Cruelty ; a Tragedy, afted by hct 
Majefty's Servants, at the private Houfe iw Drury* 
Lane^ 1640. Part of this Play is taken from Queen 
Miirgaret^s and Cyntfms Novels. 

XX. T'he 'triumph of Beauty \ a Mafquc, 164^. 
• Part of this Piece fccms to be taken from Shahfpear^s 

Midfummer Night's Dreant, and Luciatis Dialogues. 

^XXI. T^e Sifters; a Comedy, a&ed at the private 
Houfe in Black-Fryars, 16$ 2. Dedicated to IVtlliam 
JPawlety Efq; 

^ XXII. 'T/je Brothers; a Comedy, 16$ 2. Dedica- 
ted to T^ow^w •St^w/i^, Efq; 

XXIII. T'he Doubtful Heir ; a Tragi-Comcdy, 
a&ed at the BlachrFryars^ i6$2. Dedicated to Sir 
Edfmmd Bovjyer. For part of the Story, fee tbi 
Eiighjh Adventures* 

, XXIV. 7h Court Secret ; a Tragi-Comedy, aded 
at the Black-Fry ars, itfyj. Dedicated to the Earl of 
Strafford. This Play was printed before afted. 

XXV. T'he Impoftor; a Tragi-Comedy, afted at 
the private Houfe in BlackrFryars, 1653. Dedicated. 
to Sir Robert BoPes^ Bart. 

XXVI. Tlje Politician ; a Tragedy, aded in Sn- 
li}bury<:ouit, 16$$. Dedicated to I Salter Moyle^ Efq; 
Part of the Plot is taken from T/^ Countefs of Mont" 
gomerys Urania. 

XXVII. 
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XXVII. 7"hGratrfniStrvanti a Tragi-Comcdy, 
aftcd at the private Houfc in. Druryiaae, itfyy. 
Dedicated to Jpyancis Earl of Rutland^ and it was 
a^ed with good Applaufe* Part of this Play re- 
fembles The Humorous Courtier, writ by the fame 
Author. 

XyiWm..theGentUmatt cf VeHM ; a Tragi-Co- 
medy, afted at the private Houfe in Salisbury-Court^ 
1655. Dedicated to Sit Thomas Nightingale. Plot 
from GaytoHS Notes on Don Qtiixote, B. IV* c. tf, &c. 

XXIX. The Contention oj K^kx and Ulysses 
for AcHiLhts's At mour; a Mafque, 1658. It is 
taken from Ovid's Metamorfho/s, Book XIII. 

XXX. C u p r D /iW D E A T H ; a Mafqne, i tf y 8. 
^tt OgiWy-'i' /Efcp's Fables. 

XXXI. Love,Tricks, or llie Sclmlof Compliments i 
a Comedy, aded , by the Duke of TorliS Servants in 
Little Liftcolns-Inn-F/elds^ 1667. ' 

XXXII. T/je Conjlant Maid, or Love will find wit 
tl)e IVayi a Comedy, aftcd at a new Houfe, call'd. 
The Nnrferji in Hatton-Garden, 1667. The grcateil 
part of this Play is taken from others. 

XXXIII. The Opportunity; a Comedy, afted at' 
the private Houfc in DiuryLdne by her Majefty's, 
Servants. D-*dicated to Captain Richard Owen. Part; 
of this PJay is borrONv'd from Slmkefpear% Meafurefor* 
Meafure. . 

XXXI V. The IVedding; a Comedy, afted at the; 
Phoenix in DrUry-Lane. Dedicated to IViliiam Gower^^: 
E^qj .... * 

XXXV. A Bird in a Cage I a Comedy, afted in. 
DrtttyLane. Dedicated to Mr. TViUiam Prynne. . 

V XXX VI. The Coronation; a Comedy. This Pla/ 
is printed with Beaumont and Flttcher's. . 
'"XXX VII. The Cardinal i a Tragedy^ afted at the 

private Hoiife in Black-Fnars. 

« . » ... 

*•• R xxx\an. 
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XXXVIII. 7hi, Triuntphs cf Peace ; t Mafquc.' 
prefcnted before the King and Oiiecn at H^jite^/faff, 
xtfj^, by the Gentlemen of the Four Inns of Court* 

i5» C H A R L E S S I D L E Y. 

THIS Gentleman may be defervedly rankM in 
the firft Oafs of Men of Wit and Gallantry i 
His Friendfliip was courted by every Body, and no 
one went out of his Company but pleas'd and im^ 
prov'd : Time added but very little to Nature, for 
he was every thing that an En^ltjh Gentleman could 
be. BcHdes an excellent Volume of Poems, he has 
given us Four Plays, vix,. 

I. Tlje MulterryGarden I a Comedy, aded at the 
Theatre Royal, i668. Dedicated to the Dutchcfs 
of BJclmtond and Lenox. 

II. Anthony and Cleopatra j a Tragedy, 
afted at the Duke of Tork'% Theatre, 1677. This. 
Piay was afted with great Applatife. . The Story 
from Appian^ Dion CajTun, Plutarch's Life of Anthony. 

III. Bellamira, or The Miflrefs ; a Comedy, 
aaed by his Majcfly's Servants, 1 687. This Play is_ 
taken from Terence's Eunuch. 

IV. BeMty the Conqueror^ or Tfje Death cf Id Ate 
Anthony; a Tragedy, in Imitation of the ilp- 
maii way of Writing. Printed in . the Year 170a, 
but never afted. 

My Lord Rochefter^ in the Imitation of the Tenth 
Satire of the Firft Book of Horace^ has the following 
Verfes in his Commendation. 



Sidley has that prevailing gentle Art^ 
That can with a refjllefs CImmt impart 
Tl)e loofeft H^i/bes to the chaJleR Heart, 



Rai/e 
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. :Ralfifucb:a CmtfliEi^ kindle fuch afire, -. tu f 
Bemixt declittipfg Virtue^ and Dejirex . * ' 

f .7^/1/ /Ar /oor vantpiipid Maid dijfolves away. 
In Dreams all Ni^ht, in Sighs and Tears all D^;' ' 

: Mr* WilliaMjSmith. ' 

A N Author, who, in (he Reign of King Jstmesl,^ 
'^*- writ anHiflorical Play, call'd, 

Tl)e He^or of Germany^ or Tl}e'Palfgrave Prince^ 
EleSkr; aftcd at the Red Bull by a Company of 
young Citizens, 1615. ^ Dedicated to Sir John Swin^' 
herton^ Lord Mayor of London. 



Mr. H. S M I T H. 

'T'H E Author of one Play, fottic time fincc wiit- 
'^ ten, caU*d, ' 

T/je Princtfi of Vakm A; z Tragedy. . 



Mr. E D M u M D Smith. 

THIS Gentleman was Son of an eminent 
Merchant. His Educauon was at IVeftmmfter^ 
School under the famous Dr. Bmby^ from whence 
he rcmov'd to Chri/K/mrch, Oxford: He there gain'd 
the Reputation ct a Univerfal Scholar, and was in- 
timate with all who were accounted fuch; but out 
of a natural, not aficflcd Neglicfence, he made little 

k a Ufc 
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Ufe of it after his retting out into the World. He 
writ one Play. . . -- ' . \ . . . . 

PHjEDRA/iiri/HippoLYTusj a Tnigcdy, iftcd 
at the Theatre Royal in DruryLane. Dedicated to 
the Earl of Halifax ; and to which no Icfs Names 
tlun Mr. Mdifon znd Mr. Prior were joinM, one for^ 
the Prologue, the other for the Epilogue. Several 
Draughts of Plays were found after his Death, but 
proved all unHniflicd Sketches. His Charader is 
finely drawn in an Epitaph by Mr. Adams^ late 
of Clmft'Cburch j and the Author of the T'atler de- 
plores the want of Tafte in the Audience, for not 
encouraging his excellent Tragedy. He died* at ^ 
Hart ham in IViltJhire^ the Seat ol George Duckett^ Efq; 
and was buried in the Parifli Church there, Anno , 
1 710. His Infcription before refcr'd to runs thus : 

M. S. 

Edmukdi Smith. A. M. 

Qui in ScholA Weftmon. educatus, 

Jfigenii, & Literatura Splendore^ 

Lepidi Alorum Comitate, ' T 

JEdem Chrifti Oxon* cohoneftavit 
^ Poeta, Orator^ Phihfophmi - 

Cut Graxrx, & Romanx Laudis amtdo 
^Difciplinas fuas EucVidcSy & Stagy rita^ ; ^ 

/ - Tutam Maro, Flaccus Lyra?}!, 

Euripides Cothuntum^ Facuudiam Cicero, 
Certatim Detuhei 
Ut qucd paucis tmquam comigit, 
- . . Id Egregio huic Juveiii pabftarium foret^ 4 ' /i"' 
, . Tragccdiimt in HippolitoyJ/o, rejlitnere, 1 J 
Kwrhci gloriam Scriptis atigcre, . ' ,.>. 
I fiodleio, Pocockio, Phillipfio, Famam addeye^ * 
Diim autem Judicio pollens Itmato, . . : . i i 

J.,, De SixbVimi Dicendi gcitcre ..i 

Longinns alter opmparat ardunm, ., ♦ 

■r ; Heut 
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ir$ "* 'HeUl faib immaturo exiinUm efl ; ^t f ^ i * 

t'^ 0. W-^ D$£iis^ & Ittgeniojit fempcr carus^' ;*^ r.., ^ 1 

^' 4' ^ *^ ^^ \- Einime caritnr, qura abreftm. oj'! v i T 

Oto A* D.. M Dcc X. jEtat. 42. / *^ • - - ^^^ 

Mr. Thomas Southerne..- 

rjrHI$:GQnt;lcman yras. born nt Oxw/rw/wun in 
i - Dublin^ th? y?ar of the Rcftoration of King 
Charles IL He was Four Years at the Univcrfity, 
there; from whence he came over to E/z^Ai^, and in 
the Year 1^78, enpcr'd himfelf of the Middle-Temple. 
He left the Studies of the Law, for the more plea- 
fing Entertainment of the Miifcs, and afterwards, 
prompted by his aftive Temper, he quitted Poetry 
for the Wars; but he firft Wtotc two Plays with ve- 
ry good Succcfs. When the Duke oi Monmouth came 
into Eiighmdi he firft went into the. Army, in the Re- 
giment of Foot rais'd by the Lord Ferrers^ after- 
wards Commanded by the Duke of Berwick ; and he 
had three Commiffions, vix^. of Enfign, Lieutenant^ 
and Captain under King Jamef in that Regiment. 
He wrote, a Play in that King's Reign, a Year be*' 
fore the Revolution, called 'The Spartan Dame, a Tra- 
gedy, which has not yet been allow'd to come upon 
the Scage, tho* every Winter he is in hopes or its 
being permitted, to appear. The Subjeft is taken 
froni the Life of Agis in Pltttarch, where the Cha- 
rafter of C/jtlonh, between the Duties of a Wife and 
Daughter, may juftify the Pifture of fo excellent a 
Woman. After the Revolution he writ Six . Plays, 
which, with the Two before, are as follow : 

L The Loyal Brother J or The Pcrfian Prince; a Tra- 
gedy, acted- at the Theatre Royal, icZi. Dedica- 

R 3 tej 



ted to the Duke of Richmmd. The Prologue ahd 
Epilogue to this Play are written by Mr.' Drydett. 
The Scory i% rai(en from 'fackmas Prince of Perfia^ a 
Kovtl. 

II. ^the Difappointmem^ or Th Mother in Fajhion ; 
aftcd at the Theatre Uoyal, 1684. Dedicated to 
JoTnes Earl of OJfory. Part of the Plot of this Play 
(ceras to be borrowed from T'he Curiom Impertinent in 
Don Qtiixcte. • 

III. Sr Anthony Levey or ^fhe Rambling Ladyi a 
Comedy, aftcd at the Theatre Rbval, 1690. Dedi- 
cated to Thomas SkiPivith^ Efq; This Play was afted 
with great Applaute, 

IV. 'Jlje IVives Excufe, or Cuckolds make themfelvet ; 
9, Comedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1692. De- 
dicated to the Right Honourable Thomas 'IVharton^ 
Efq; Comptroller of his Majcfty's Hou(hold. There 
is a great deal of Gairy of Convcrlation, and Purity 
cf Language in this Play. 

V. The Maid's Lail Prayer^ or Any thing rather than 
Fail; a Comedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, itfpj. 
Dedicated to the Honourable Charles Boyle, Efq; 

VL The Fatal Marriage, or The Innocent Adultery 5 
« Play, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1694. Dcdi4 
cated to Anthony Hammond^ Efq;' This Play ap- 
peared on the Stage with vaft Applaufc, the Diftrcfs 
being extreamly moving. The Tragical Part 
of this Play the Author owns he took from The 
Nun, or 71^ fair Vo-iv-Breaker, a Novel, writ by 
Mrs. Behn ; and the Incident of Fernando being per* 
fuadcd to believe that he had been Dead, Buried, 
and in Purgatory, feems to be taken from Fletcher's 
Utile Thief. 

VII. Oroonoko ; a Tragedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1696^ Dedicated to his Grace 
fViUiam Duke of Devonjhire. This Play met with fuch 
very great Sacccfs on the Srage, that Mr. Veihtiggen^ 
'" ; '' ' by 
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by his Playing therein, acquired the Reputation of 
one of the bcft Aftors of his Time. Mr. Congreve 
wrote the Epilogue; and the Author owns in his 
Dedication, that the Plot is taken from Mrs. Bebtis 
Novel of that Name. 

VIIL The Fate of Cafua ; a Tragedy, adcd at 
the Theatre Royal, 1700. The Prologue of this 
Play is writ by the Honourable Charles Bojle, Efa; 
and the Epilogue by Q)lonel Codrington. All theie 
PJays arc publifh'd in Two Volumes 1 2*, 1 71 j. 

Mr. Southerners Play, calfd. Tie IVives Excufe, or 
Cuckolds make tljemfelves^ not meeting with the Sue- 
ccfs it defcrv'd, Mr. Dryden fent him thcfc excellent 
Lines : 

May be thou baff not pleased the Box and Pit^ p 
Tet thofe who blame thy Tale, contmend thy fVit; > 
So Terence Plotted; butfo Terence IVrit. 3 

Uke his, thy Thoughts are trtie, thy Language dean, 
Evn Lewdneff is wade Moral in thy Scene. 
The Bearers may for want of * Nokes refine. 
But refi fectire^ the Readers wiBbe thine. 
Nor uw thy labour d Drama damnd or hifsd. 
But with a kind Civility, difmifs*d: . -^ 

IVnhfuch good Manners as tl)e f Wife did ufe, » • 
IVI)0, not accepting, did but jttff refufe. : .t 

There was a Glance at parting ; fuch a Look ' ? 
A^ bids thee not give oVr, for one Rebuke. - -- . 

' Bi/t if thou wouldff befeen, as well as read; ' ' '" 
Copy one Living Authm-, and one Dead ; ; -^ 

Tlje Standard of thy Style, let Ethcrcge be: • *^ ^ 

I'^ur IV/t, th* Lnmortal Spring of Wychcrley. ^ *; 

* Seem after both, to dra-'j^ forne jufl Dcfign, ^ ^ ^ / , 
And the next Age will learn to Copy Thine. * * ' ; 

11 4 Sr' 

* A Famous ComeJian. 

t The Wife in the Play, Mrs. Tn^n^AlU 
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Sir Robert Staple. ton. • 

THIS Learned Author, Gentleman r^Ufher 
of the Privy-^Chamber to King Charles II,- 
was very much efteemM by that Prince. He wrote 
Two Plays. . . 

L The Slighted Maid; » a Comedy^ aftpd at the 
Theatre in Link Uncoltts-Inn-Ftelds with great Ap- 
plauife, 166^. Dedicated to his Grace the Duke 
of ALwntouth. Part of this Play is taken from Mart. 
E^igr. 7.4, &c. 

II. Hero M:d Lean dee; a Tragedy, 1669. 
Dedicated to the Dutchcfs of Mommith. Plot from 
Ovt£s Efifiles^ and Mufani Eyotofagiott^ Greek and 
Latin. 

This Author likewife tranflated Juvenal^ and 
KInfam. 

Sir R I CJI A R D S T E E L E. 

THIS Gentleman was born in pMin. He left 
the Kingdom of Ire/aitd younf; ; was educated 
at the Charter-Hotdji ; and, at his firft Appearance in the 
World, rid privately in the Guards, when, he wrote 
a fmall Piece, caird, Th Clrnjlia'a Hero^ &c. Upon 
Dedicating this Tfcatiic to the Lord C v t t s, (who 
was a Lover of Wit, and a Man of Wit himfclf) 
by that Kobleman's Intercll he foon obtani'd a 
Claprain's Com'miffion. 'The PiiBlick are very much 
indebted to him for the Entertainment he has given 
' ' - ^hcn^ 



them in the Tofler^ Spe[iatpr;'GunrJim^ EngUfimM^ 
Jjuver^ Reader y and other p^iWick Papprs j and the no* 
blc Stand he latfty made in D^ffenfc of his Country^ 
and the Proteftant Succefjion in the Moft lUuftrious 
Houfe of Hanover, againft i Corrupt^ Mhuftry^ 
ought always to bf remcmbred to his Honour. SinyQ 
his Majefty's Acccflion, he has had conferred oh hi^i 
the Honour of Knighthood^ *and fomc Publick Prcr 
ferments, tho' I can't fay equal to his Merit. . . As.ro 
his private Charafter, .he is a Maij of the moft .icxten-^ 
five good Naturci Candiur, and Geherofity.f The 
Dramaticlc Pieces he has written ;are ias fo^lovV t, ^ 

I, The Funeral^ or.Grief Al-a-Mo^e;. a Corticdy; 
a6ted at the ^Theatre' in Drury-lUine^ 1702. Dcdi^ 
cated to the Countcfs of Albemqrle.^ ^ This Play has 
a great deal of Humour in it, 'and was afted witlj 
Applaufc. * ' • * ' ' .' 

IL 7heTenJi^ Husbandy fyvthe Jccbmfl^^^ 
a Comedy, afted at the. Theatre Royal, 170J. J)^-^ 
dicated to Jofeph Addiforij Efq; The Prologue to 
this Play is writ by Mr. Addifmt. "^ * 

HI. 'The Lying Ijovtrs^ or I'he Ladies Fnetidfiipi a 
Comedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1704. D»;di* 
cated to the Duke of Ormond. All thcfe Plays met 
with Succefs on the Stage, and are printed in one 
Volume 12% with a general Dedicatioii to the 
Dutciicfs of Hamilton. 

. A/r. JoH N .Sri P H E N S. v^ 

An Author, who in the Reign of King^^jw^/t 

•^^ writ a Tragedy, call'd, ^ ; . , > 

C y N T » I aV Revenge^ i6i}. This is one of thp 

longcft Plays that ever was written.. The Plot frbni 

Lucans P barf alia and OviU's Mift(\inoypboJii. ; 
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il4r. W I t L I A M St R O D E. ?.V 

TpHIS Gentleman, a Poet and Divine, liv'd in| 
^ .r the Reign of King Char Us L. He was bom in 
Pevonjbire^ and at Nineteen Years of Age was ad* * 
m\tttASx\xAtnt oiChriR-Church-College^Oxfmd; after 
he had taken his Degrees of Bacchelor and Mailer 
of Arts, he was chofen Univerfity Orator, which ' 
Poft he had not long enjoy*d, before he was made 
a Onon and Dofior of Divinity. He writ one 
Pla}> 

, ,*l^be FIoatiKg'IJIand ; a Comedjv ^^<^d before his 
^Iajefly by the Students of Chriff- Church, 16^9. , 
This Play has a great deal of Morah'ty in it, and 
was commended by the King. It v/as not printed 
'till the Year idjy. Eleven Years after the Author's 
Death* He died in the Year 1644, 9"^ was buried 
in the Chapel of Chrifi-Church. 

•J* ^ ^ ^ & '^z ^» ^ ^5^ > JJt •J^* '^ y i** ^f ^&CtJ%&^f^& 

Sir John Suckling. , 

SON of Sir John Suckling, Comptroller of the 
HouQiold to King Charles I. He was bom at 
fVttham, in the County of Middle/ex, k^ij, with a 
remarkable Circumftance of his Mother's going 'till 
the Eleventh Month with him, which the Natura- 
lifts look upon as a Sign of a vigorous and hardy 
Conftitution ; and it is certain, the Slowncfs of his 
Birth was fufficiently made up in thtf Quicknds 
Strength, and Pregnancy of his. Parts, which he firlt 
difgcver'd by his lirangc Propenfiry to Languages ; 
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inromacIT that he is (aid to hare fpoke ImmziiFivff, 
Years old, and to have writ it at Nine. 

From this early Foundation, he proceeded in the 
Courfc of his Studies, to apply the Ufe of Words 
to the Attainment of the Arts and Sciences, moft 
of which he arrived to in an eminent Degree; 
Thofe which he more particularly admired, wcrd 
Mujtik and Poetry; and tho' he excelled in both, he 

ErofefTed neither, fo as to mak^ them his fiuHncfi^ 
ut ufed them rather as his Miftrcflbs, to fofccn the 
Harflincfs and Dcinets of his other Studies, juft as 
his Leifurc or Fancy inclined him. His Learning in 
other Kinds was polite and general; and tho' the 
SprightUnefs and Vivacity cf his Temper would not 
fnftcr him to be long intent upon^ one Study, yet he 
had that which made amends for it in his ftrength of 
Genius and Capacity; wliich required Icfs Pains and 
Application in him, than it did in others, to make 
himfelf Maflcr of it. - ; ' *,. . * ^ . ^ u --.' 
When he had taken a Survey of the mod remarks 
able Things at Home, he travell'd to digcft and ent 
large his Notions from a View of other Countries; 
where he made a CoUe&ion of their Virtues, with^ 
out any tinfture of their Vices atid Follies, only 
that Tome thought he had a little too much of the 
French Air, which being not fo agreeable to the 
Gravity and Solidity, for which his Father was re- 
markable, or indeed to the Severity of the Times he 
lived in, wais imputed to him as a Fault, and the 
cffcd of his Travels. But it was certainly rather 
natural than acquired in him, the Eafinefs of his 
Carriage and Addrcfs being fuirabic to the Openncfsf 
of his Heart, and to tlie Gaiety, Wit and Gallantry, 
which were fo confpicuous in him ; and he fcems all 
along to have' piqued himfelf upon nothing more 
than the Charaftcr of a Cmtier^ and a Fine Gentle 
jnan, y/liicli he fo far attained ro, that he was al- 

lOwM 
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lo\vd:to have the peculiar Happincfs of making 
every thing he did,, become him. 
: He was not fo devoted to the Mufes, or. to the 
Sofcncfs and Uixury of Courts, as to be wholly * 
Stranger to thie Camp. In his Travels he made a 
Campaign under the Great Guftavus Adolphm^ where. 
he was prcfent at three Battles, and five Sieges, be- 
fides other Skirmiflies between Parties ; and from 
fuch a confidcrable Scene of Aftion, gain'd as much 
Experience ii\ Six Months, as otherwife he mighc 
have done in as many Years. And after his Return 
to his Country, he raifed a Troop of Horfc for the 
King's Service entirely at his own Charge, and fo 
lichly and compleatly mounted, that it llood him in 
1 2000 A But his Endeavours did not meet. with the 
Succcfs he promifcd liimfeJf tor his Majcfty's Service, 
which he laid iVery much to Heart, and foon after 
this Mifcarriage was. /cized with.aJFevcr, of which 
he died at Twenty Eight Years of Age. In which 
ihort Space hcjhaddone enough fo procure him the 
Love and.Eftcenvof all the politeft Men who con- 
verfcd with him:. But as he had fet out ia the 
World with.all tliei Advantages .of Birth and Perfon, 
Education, Parts and Fortune, he had raifed Peoples 
Expe&ation of Jiim to a prodigious height ; and if 
his Character does not appear lenough diftinguifliM 
in. the Hiftoryof thofc Times, it can be afcribcd to 
nothing but the Immaturity of his Death, which 
did not allovv him time for Aftion. 

I will not trouble, the Reader with any other 
CharaAer of his Writings, tjjan what has been given 
of ihcm by Mr. Lloyd iw his Memoirs ; that his Po- 
ems are clean, fprightly and natural ; his Difcour- 
fcs full and convincing ,' his Plays well humour'd and 
taking; his Letters fragrant and fparkling. He ob- 
fcrvcs farther, that his Thoughts were not fo loofc 
as liis Expreillons, nor his Lifc.fo vain as bis 

Thpughts, 



Englifh DieJ^i^ aVic k^ Pbirs. i^f 

Thbiighw, andat the fame time makes ah'AlI6w-|^ 
ance tor his Youfh and Sanguine Complixion^ which^ 
would eafily have been rcftificd by a little more/ 
Time and Experience. Of this we have Inftances- 
in his Occaiional Difcourfe about Religion ,to Mj- 
Lord Dorfet^ to whom he had the Honour to be re- 
lated, and in his Thoughts of the Pofture of Afiairs* 
in the State to Mr. Jei^min, afterwards JEarl of^ 
St Allans; in both which he ,ha$ difcovcred, that, 
he could Think as coolly, and Rcaion as juftly,; 
as Men of more Years, and Icfs Fire. 'Tis in regard 
to thcfe Thoughts, with fume other Sentences of 
Religion and Morality, which he delivered to hisi 
Friends about him in the time of his Sickncfs, that 
Mr. Llojd thus concludes his Account of him. -J 

Ne ha Zel/iittts anima Sdcriores ' . '."^i^ 

SchnilluU ipfnm^ unde decider ant ^ fpir antes - \ "* 
Coclumi & Author Magnus ipsA^ juam •''^' ^t 
Aliis dedit, carei-et MenmiA; Interejfe \-"* 

Pofleris putavhnfti brroem Homratijjtmi - . ^ ; ' -2 
Firi Johannis Sucklingii vitam hifimi -^^ $1 i>-^ 
EJJe perermandam. 

Vtpcie qui NabiliffimA Sucklingiorum Famlii irhmri 
JnSf cui tanttmt reddidit^ quantum accepit^ honorem^ Nat. 
Cal April 1613. Withamiar i» Agro Middlef. Re^ 
iiams ibid* Maii 7"* & denatus KJ4— — hand jam 
Trigejjjmus^ &fcriptu dignifjima fecit^ & faSlu. digwjji-* 
mafcripjtty Calamo pariter & gladio Celebris^ pacts Ar^ 
tiiimgnarusy (7 bcffi. , . .^^ 

He has given us Four flays, viz, j \ ' " ^ 

LAciavra; a Tragi-Comcdy, aftcd at the ^ 

private Houfc in the B/ack-Fryars. .This was ef-^ 

tccrn*d an excellent Corned v. The laU Aft of this - 

' . Play 



Play may be altcrV! at picafurc to make it either 
Tragedy, or Tragi-G)mcdy. 

IL ihiGMmti a Tragi-Comcdyi prcfcntcd.by 
his Majcfty s Servants at the private Houfe in the 
BlackrFiyars. 

UL Brennoralt^ or 7%e Difcontented Colowli 
a Tragedy, likewife aftcd in the BlackrFryars. 
, IV. T'ke Sad One I a Tragedy. This Play Sir 
Jolm never finilh*d. His Works, confifting of Plays, 
Poems, Letters and Difcourfes, are printed in One 
Volume 8^ 



^Gilbert Swinhoe, Efc[y 

n^HIS Author hVd in the Reigns of King CA/ir^/ 
^ I and 11. He was born in the County of Nor- 

tbumterlaad, and writ one Play, caird, 
^heUnhaffy FiiirlKLiih; a Tragedy, 1658. The 

Story is taken from Jiiwdeffos Novels, Life of Afahc*, 

met I, and the Tmkijb Chronicles. 



T. 

. N A H u M Tate, Efq; 

THIS Gentleman, our late Poet-Laureat^ was 
bom in the Kingdom of Ireland^ and there 
educated. He was a Man of Learning,- Can- 
dour, and Courteous to all. He had a good fhare 
of Wit, and a great deal of Modefty, which pre- 
vented his making his Fortune, and being incumbered 

with 



.Jill. .1 f -^-— ' r^vwnriimmM 



wicbDebcs^ he ha^ for feveral Years the Patrppage 
of the Earl of D<njet. He died ip the iliJirtti Am 
iji6^ and wias interred in St. Get^^e^s Chvach Snith 
vjark. He has, belides feveral JPoetical Performances^ 
and a Verdon of the P s a l m s, ^in conjundjion wit^ 
Dr. Brady) given us Nine Piays^ wa,. ^ 

L Bkutus 0/ Alba; an Opera, prcfente4 aft 
the Duke of Tare's Theatre, 1(78, J^dicated.to 
t|?c Right Honourable Charles Earl of D^i/Ji.andj 
Middlejex. The Dcfign of this Opera is taken from ' 
yirgil*sjEntids, B.IVi ' .' V 

11. 72v £«*;/// General; a Tragedy, afted at the' 
Duke's Theatre, xd8o. Dedicated to Edward Tay 
Icr, Efq; . • 

HI. KtcuAKD t/je 7%ird, or 7?-^^ Sicilian U/urpivuz 
an Hiftorical Play, aftcd at the Theatre Royal} 
1681. Dedicated to George Rajusfurd^ Efq; This 
was a Play of Shakejfea/s revived and altered., 

IV. The ligratitude of a CmmorMvealth^ ^ or TTir^ 
FaB of Caius M^kivs Coriolanus; aftcd^ 
at the Theatre Royal, 1 68a. Dedicated to CAar/fi 
Lord Herbert^ Marquifs of H/ircefier. Part of this 
Play is borrowed from Shakeffears Cqrhlama. 

V. Cuckold* s Haven^ or An Aldermm no Co9jjurer;\ 
a Farce, afted at the Queen's Theatre in Dfrfep?] 
Garden^ 1 6S$. Dedicated to Colonel ;^w». Part 
of the Plot of this Piece feems to be taken from Ben 
Johiffon^s Enftward Hoe^ and the Devil's an Afs. 

VI. A Duke. and no Duke; a Farce, aftcd by their- 
Majcfties Servants, 1685. Dedicated to Sir Joha 
I/ewjt. In which are fcvcral Songs .fct to Muiiqk, 
with thorough BaAes for the Theorbo or Bafs-Vibl. 
The Plot from llappoUn Snpfos'd a Prince. 

MM. 7he IJland Princef ; a Tragi-Comcdy, aftcd 
at the Theatre Royal, 1687. Dedicated to Hfnrjj 
Lord JVa^grave. This is Fleuh/s Ifland Princefs re- : 
vivM, witli Alterations. ' t 

VIU. 



- Vin. {Lear, ifwl of Engldnd^^and his T^ree 
Daughter; an HRftorical Play, afted at the DukcV 
Theatre,' 1687. Dcdiqatcd to\7^o;^ad £ot<ler, Efq; 
Thi$ Play was pcrform'd with great Applaufc. It is[ 
oiic of Shakefpea/s rtviv^d, \virh Alterations^ and is^ 
now call'd. The 7rw mH Anciem Htftory of Kifig^ 

Lea'r:.\- ■•'{ :••'" ' •' ' ' 

*lX.I}ijtird Love, 6r 7%e Cruel Husband; a Tra-^ 
gcdy, afted at the Theatre Royal in DruryLatie. \ 

Mr. John T a t e h a m. 

CI T Y-PO E T in the Reign of King Clmlest, 
He writ Four Plays. 
I. ^The D'tftfdSled State i a Tragedy, x dj i . Dcdi* 
cated to Sir John Sidley. , 

IL Scots Vagaries, or A Knot if Knaves i a Come-' 
dy, itf53« Dedicated to Robert Dormer, ECq; 

III. Love Crowns the End ; a Tragi-Comcdy,i(Jy7^. . 

IV. The Ruwf, or The Mirror of the Late Times ^t 
a Comedy, afted at the private Houfe in Dorfet^ 
Cou)t, 1661. Dedicated to lVaherJames,}L((\; This^ 
Play has been rcviv'd under tlic Tide of The Rotind-^] 
Ijcads. ( . , 

i^fr. William Ta'yerner.: 

nrmS Gentleman is dcfccndcd from the T^v^r- 
9jers of North TLhnham in Norfolk, who re- 
mov'd to Nettle-Bed in OxfordJIme, and fettled laft 
at Hextcn in Hertf'ordjbire. He is the Son of Mr. jff- 
remiah Taverner Face-Painter, was bred to the Civil 
^ . Lai^'f 
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Jbfiu, and is at this Time a Proftor pf the Archs* 

He has writ Five Plays, vizs. 

4. T%e Faithful Bride of Granada ; a Comedy. ^ ., 

II.- 7he Maid t/je Miftrefs; a Comedy* /^ ^' 

'»f III. Tiiv Female Advocates^ or T^Ae Framick Smk- 

Jobbers; a Comedy. Thcfe three afted at the Thea-» 

tre Royal in Drury-Lahe. 

v< IV. the Artful Husb^td; a Comedy, aded at the j 

Theatre in Lincohs-Inn-Fields with Applaufe, 171^. } 

Dedicated to the Ear! oi Scarf dale. > I 

^V. The Attful JVije ; a Comedy, afted at the I 

Theatre in Lincolm-IntirFields^ 1 7Ji 7- his Play, tho' , 

it Hid not meet with equal Succefs, h in all Rcfpcds 

tar fupcrior to the former. 

jWr, R O B E R T T A Y L O R. ^ 

A G E N T L E M A N, who, m the Reign of King 
•*^ James I, writ one Play, call'd, 
' The H'^g hoi loff his Pearl; a Coniedy, 16 ii. It 
was fcveral times afted by a Set of Iw;ii^/«- Appren- 
tices. . ' 

Mr^ L.E w IS Theo B AL D- • 

THIS Gentleman was bom xt Sittiffgborne in 
Kitnt^ of which Place his late Father, Mr. Peter 
Ti)eobald, Was an eminent Attorney* His School- 
Learning he received chicBy under the Reverend 
Mr. Effis at IJleworth in Middlefix\ and hath fincc 
applied himfclf to the Study and Praftice of the 
Law. He is mentioned here on account of the fol- 

• S lowing 
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lowing Pieces, and Tranflations, in the Dramatick 
Way. 

I. 77je Perjion Prituefs^ or lU Royal ViBain i a 
Tragedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal in Drury 
Lane. Printed in the Year 171 j, and Dedicated to 
her Grace Mary Dutchcfs of Ornioud. The Author 
Tays in his Preface, this Play was written and afted 
before he was full Nineteen Years old. The Plot 
fecms to be a Fiftion, and borrowed from no Cir- 
ciminanccs of the Perjian Hiflory, 

II. 7?j^ P erf dims Brcthr; a Tragedy, afted at 
the Theatre in Little Uncoliu-Lm- Fields^ 1716, This 
Play is built after the Model of the Orphan^ tlic 
whole Scene of it lying in a private Family. 

III. Pan /I/;// Syrinx; an Opera of one Aft, 
fet to Mufick by Mr. GaBiavd. Performed at th(; 
Theatre in LincQlns-Inn-Fieldsy 1717. For the Story 
confulc Ovid's Aletarn, 

IV. Entertainments for a Subfcription -.Opera, 
call'd, T'U Lndys Triumfb ; fet to Mu/ick by Mr. 
Caff: aid. Performed at the Theatre in Lincolm-hnr 
Fields^ 1718. For the Mafqiie at the latter End, 
confult the Story of Decim ALmlus, and Paulina in 
Jifephus. 

V. Electra; a Tragedy. Tranflated from 
the Greek of Sophocles, with Notes. Printed in the 
Year 1714. Dedicated to jfofiph Addifon, Efq; 

VI. O E D I p u s. King of 7Mes ; a Tragedy. 
Tranflated from Sopljocles, with Notes. Printed in 
the Year 171 5. Dedicated to the Right Honoura- 
ble iMiis Earl of Rockingham. 

VII. P L u T u s, or Uhe IVorhfs Idol;, a Comedy. 
Tranflated from the Greek of Arijlophanes, with 
Notes. Printed in the Year 171 J. Dedicated to 
his Grace John Duke of Argyle. The Author has 
to this Tranflation prefixed a Difcouffe, containing 
fome Account of Arifiopbanes and his. two Comedies 
of Pimm, and the Clouds. Ylll 



VUI. iJbe Clmii ; a Comedy. Tnmflatcd from 
Ariftophanes^ with Notes. Princed in the Year vji^i 
Dedicated to John Gianviae,E(cii Tais Play Wis like? 
wife tranflated by Thomas Staaley, Efq; in the Yean Ciji 

What other Pieces this Author has publifh'd, not 
being in the Dramatick Way, do not properly fall 
Under the Notice of this Treatife. He has by him 
a Tragedy ready for the Stage, called. The Death of 
Hannibal^ and has finifli d a Tranflation of the 
Seven Tragedies ofiEscHVLUs. 

,..'■' '\^ i 

• ■''.' 
Mr. Thomas TnoMPsoNi 

A P L A GI A R Y, who. was fo unhappy, that hi 

could neither difguik or imjprove his Thefts. 

He piiblifli'd two Playii. . . . . j 

^I. The Englijh Rogue ; a Comedy, xi$68. Dedica- 
ted to Mrs* Alice Barret. 

IL Motljer S 4 X p T d N, her Life i aftcd with gre^t 
Applaufe. The Plot from a little Book called by 
the fame Name ; Moft of the Charafiers and Lan-^ 
guagc are taken from tlje City-Madam^ and TheChaft 
Maid of C/jeajffide, 

Afr. Joseph Trapp, M. Av. 

aUONDAM Chaplain to thelate Lord J5(;//«f' 
broke^ and at prcfent Lefturcr pf Sc. Martins in 
the Fields k He was educated at TVadhanfCoDegefixon^ 
where he writ a Play, called, 

Abramule, or Lom and Empire; a Tragedy^ 
aftcd at the Theatre in LUficolns-Ltn-Fietdf^ 1704^ 

S a with 
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with Applaufc; Dedicated to the Right Honbu- 
rablo the Lady Harriot Godolphin. He has pubh'fhy 
fcveral Poems^ and TrariflationSi particularly the 
Mneif of VngH in Blank Verfc. 

'. - . - .'..*•.. . ,/ 

^ :;hococdoqooqqoqc3oq(Sg 6 qcqc3q ^ 
Mrs. Catharine: T r o t h e r. 

nrmS Gentlewoman was dcfcendcd of *Sfo>jf Pa- 
j,^ rents, but bom and bred in England. , She has 
writ Five Plays, wherein the Paflions arc- well dc- 
fcrib'd, and the Diftion is juft and familiar. 

I. Acnes ^f, Castro; a Tragedy, aAed at 
the Theatre Royal, 1696. Dedicated to the Right 
Honourable Charles Earl of Dorfet and Middlesex. 
This Play met with very good Siiccefs. *Tis built 
on a French Novel of the fame Title, tranflated in- 
to Englijh by Mrs. Behn. 

II. Fatal Friendjbif ,• a Tragedy, afted- at the 
Theatre in Umalns-bin-Fields^ 169%. Dedicated to 
her Royal Highnefs the Princefs Anne of Denmark. 
This Pia^ was afted with very great Applaufe* 

* III. The Unhappy Penitent; a Tragedy, aftcd at 
the Theatre Royal. 

IV. Lave at a Lofs^ or MoR Votes carry it ; a Co- 
inedy, afted at the Theatre Royal. 

V. T^he Revolution of Sweden ; a Tragedy, a^cA 
at the Theatre Royal. Mrs. Trother was very much 
inclined to Philofophical Studies, and hais written a 
very pretty fmall Piece in Defenfe of Mr. L o c k t's 
EJ/ay concerning Human Under/landing. Some time af- 
ter the writing c( her laft Play, fbc was, by the late 
Bifliop of Saliilfury, converted from tlie Romijh Pcr- 
fuafion, and was, by his Lordfliip's Recommenda- 
tion, married to a Clergyman. 

JWr. 
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Q^n'Ki c H A R'd; T u k e./ 

AU T H O R of a Religious Play, callU 
Tbe Divine Comedimty or 'flje Right Ufe of 
Plays; a Sacred Tragi-Comcdy, 1^72. Dedicated 
to the Right Honourable the Countefs of fVat-wicL 
This Play was firft call'd. The Soul's IVarfare. 

Sir S A M U E L T U K £• _ _ 

■ • n ' 

AN EJf^x Gentleman, a Cobncl in the Army, 
who tranflated, with Improvements, anex-^ 
celleht Spanijh Play, cali'd, 

Th Adventures of Five Hours ; a Tragi-Comedy, 
aftcd with great Applaufe, 1662. Dedicated to the 
Right Honourable Henry Howard of Norfolk^ Efq; 
This Play has feveral Copies of Verfes before it, 
writ by Mr. Corwlejf, Mr, Evelyn, and other eminent 
Poets. 

Mr. Cyril Turner. 

A GENTLEMAN, who, in the Reign of 
King James I, writ two Plays. 

I. T/je Atheiji's Tragedy, Part of the Plot is taken 
from Boccaces Novels, Day 7. N^tV. 6. 

II. The Loyal £rot/)er, or Ti^ Rcveage/s Tragedy ; 
feveral times aftcd by the King's Servants. 

S 3 Mr, 



iSi Lives a»^ Oara^lers p/ifc^ ^ 

Mr. Winjlanly writ this Q>uplet in Commetida* 
tion of this Author : : 

His Fame to that mid Track vsas wily Yfiui^ 
As not to be defpis'd nor over^j^ais^J. 



u. 

iSVr J O H N V A N B R U G H. 

THIS Gentleman is defcended from a very 
good Family in Chejhire^ and had beflow'd oh 
him a liberal Education. He was early inclined to 
Writing, and tho* his Plays are all univerfally ap- 
plauded, yet his Modelly would not permit him to 
affix his Name to any. He has a great deal of 
Wit in all his* Performances, and Ihews a very 
great fprighdinefs of Converfation, His Charafters 
are juftly drawn, appear more like Originals than 
Copies, and flicw the Lineaments of Nature with- 
out the Suftntfs of Art. His Men of Wit are real- 
ly fo, and, as another Author has obferv'd, he puts 
Folly into fuch a Light, that it is as diverting to the 
Reader as S}>eftator ; and his Fools are fo pleafing, 
that you ;:re lot weary of their Company before 
they leave )ou. His Dialogue is extremely eafy, 
and well turn'd, and I may venture to (ay, that this 
Gentleman and Mr. Cc*.greve have juftly gainM the 
Preference of all our Modern Writers of Comedy. 
His P ays j^re as follow, 

L The Rehpfe oi' Ki.tue in Danger ^ being the Se- 
quel to Lc%e\ lafi S/jiJi^ or The Fool in Fajhion ; a 
Comedy, aftccl at the Theatre Royal, iC^j. This 

Play 
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Play was adcd with great Applaufcl and the CSiit* 
ra&er of my Lord Foppington falls very little fliort of;* 
Sir Georgif Etherege's Sir Fopling Flutter^ which is al- 
lowed to be a Mailer-piece; but the broken Scenes! 
are j«dg*d an Irregularity. This Play was uTit in 
Six Weeks. 

IhTbe Prcvolzd mfe; a Comedy, ided at the 
Theatre in Lmcohs-Irat-Fieldi with great Applaufc :; 
But fome of our Criricks objected againfl it as a 
loofe Performance, tho' I think the Defign of it is 
very jiift; for it teaches Husbands how they ought 
to expert their Wives fliould (hew a Refcntmcnc, if 
they ufc them as Sir John Btute did his : Such Huf- 
bands may learn, by fatal Experience, that negleft- 
cd and abus'd Virtue and Beauty may be provok'd 
to yield to the Motives of Revenge, and that the 
forcible Solicitations of an agreeable Pcrfon, who 
not only demonftrates a Value, but a Paffion for 
what the Pofleflbr flights, may be. fufficiently pre- 
valent with an ill-us'd Wife to forfeit her Honour, 

III. iEsop, a Comedy, adted at the Theatre 
Ro)al, with Applaufe. This Play was original- 
ly writ in French by Mr. Botnfautj b\x% the Scenes 
of Sir Polydorus Hvg{l)e^ the Phijers^ the Senator and 
the B:au are added by the Author. This Play con- 
tains a great deal of general Satire, and very ufeft:l 
Morality, yet it had not the Succcfs it merited, cf- 
pccially in the firft two Nights Reprcfentation : It 
was admir'd that this Play, which very much excels 
the Fench one, (lioiild not hold out above a Week, 
when that was a died for near a Month together ; but 
thcfe Things are cafily accounted for, wlicn we con- 
fidcr that at Pan's there is no Prejudice againft the 
Stage, and, in this City, all publick Entertainments 
are determined by Party Cenfurcs. 

S 4 IV. 
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lif. 7%e Falfi Friend; a Comedy/ aftcd at the' 
Theatre Royal in Drury-Laaei » 

V. T'he MJlakii a Comedy, aftcd at the Theatre 
Royal. 

VI. The Ccnfederacy ; a Comedy, aded at the 
Queen's Theatre in the Haymarket. ... 

VIL T^eCountry-Houfe; a Farce. Tranflatedfrom 
the Rench. Aftcd at both Theatres. 

G E O R G E V I L L E R S, 
Duke of Buckingham. 

A NOBLEMAN of incomparable Parts in 
the Reign of King Charles \l^ and the grcateft 
Grnamcnt of that Prince's Courc He has Jionour'd 
the Stjgc with two Dramatick Performances. 

I. 'The lUheaf/aL The juflcft and trucft Satire the 
World ever faw, and will be an evcrlafting Dcmon- 
llraticn of the Author's Wit. When, his Grace be- 
gan this Farce, 1 could never exaftly learn ; but thus 
much we may certainly gather from the Plays re- 
flcftcd on in it, that it was before the End of i66^, 
and finilh'd before the End of 1664, bccaufc it had 
been fcveral times Rehears 'd, the Players were per- 
fect in their Parts, and all ihings in readinefs for its 
Afting, before the great Plague 1 6^5, and that, then 
prevented it ; but what was then intended, was ve- 
ry different from what now appears. In that, he 
call'd his Poet Billfca, by which Name Sir RoUrt 
Hiv:ard was the Perfon pointed at. During this In- 
terval many Plays came forth* writ in Hcroic- 
Rliimc j ai.d on the Deatii of Sir U^iUiam D^Avenant^ 
i6C$t whom Mr. Dndcn fucccedcd as Laurcar, it 
became ftill in greater Vogue : This mov'd the Duke 

, . . to 
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to change the Name of his Poet from Biltoa to Bajes. , 
'It was brought upon the Stage in the Year 1571, 
'and afted with wnivcrfal Applaufc* 

II. The Chances i a Comedy, afted at the Theatre 
Royal. A beautiful and corrcft Edition of thcfc 
Two Plays has been lately reprinted in a neat Poc- , 
kec Volume, with a complcat Key to the former. 

w. 

Q^Ir. L E W I S W A G E R. 

A LEARNED Clerk, who livM in the Reiga 
of Qifeen ElizMbethy and wrote one Inter- 
lude. 

Mart Magdalen, her Life and Rfipentana^ 
1 567. This Play it printed in an old black Letter. 

EdmundWaller, Ef(f . 

HTHIS admirable Poet was bom at ColeJbiB in 
HertfordJ/jire, in the Year i^oy. He was Son 
of Robert IValkr of Agmondejljam^ in the County of 
Buckiyighnm^ Efq; and his Mother was of the anci- 
ent Family of the Hamfdem in that County. His 
Father was bred a Lawyer, and praftis'd at the Bar 
Ipme time, and by his prudent QEconomy left him 
an Eflatc of 3500/. a Year, tho his Family was but 
a you!)gcr Branch of the IVallers oiKent. His Father 
dying when he was very young, the Care of his E- 
' ducation 
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ducitKNi fell to bis Mother^ who fcnt him firft to' 
£/c«- School, from whence he remov'd to Kings 
CoPege, Cambridge. He began to write at Sixteen, 
and was fo early fit for Bufinefs, that at Seventeen 
Years of Age he was chofen into the laft Parliament 
of King James I, and fcrv'd as Burgcfs for Agmcn- 
de1}am. He had the Honour to be carcfs'd by Pcr- 
fons of the beft Quality at Court, and was very inti- 
mate with my Lord Falkland^ Chilling-worthy Godulfhin^ 
&c. and likewife with the Countcfs of Carlijle^ and 
others of the Fair S:x famous for their Wit j nor was 
Ik left convcrfant with the grcatcft Wits of France^ 
Voitme, La Fontaine^ St. Ememond, &c. During the 
Ufurpation of Oliver Cromiiell, he was concetn'd in a 
Confpiracy, to recover the City of London into the 
King's Hands ; and being bctray'd by his Sider 
Price, he wasfin'd loooo/. andfuffcr'd Banifhmcnt. 
Upon the Reiloration, he was us'd with great Hu- 
manity by King Charles 11. He was very much in 
Love with the Lady Dorothy Sidney, whom in his 
Poems he calls Sacharijfa : (he was afterwards mar- 
ried to the Earl of Stmderlaud. He had a great deal 
of Wit ; was generally admir'd for the Delicacy and 
Elevation of his Genius ; and he was the Hrft that 
refin'd oar EngUjIi Vcrfification, He writ two Dra- 
matick Pieces. 

L Pom P£ y the Great ; a Tragedy, afted by the 
Duke of Torlii^ Servants,- 1 66^. This is a Tranllat ion 
from Corneillc, and the Earl of Dorfiit and Middlefex 
aflTiftcd in it. 

II. 77a' Mvas "Tragedy ; adcd with great Applaufe. 
TJiis is a Play of Fletche/% rcviv'd, with Altera- 
tions, and an entire new Fifth Aft, 

Mr, Walkrs Genius did not fo much ineline to 
Dramatick Writings as other Poetry, as may be col- 
lected from his Vcifcs on Fletcher's PLiys : 
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f never yet the Tragkk Strtmajjajd^ 

, Dete/d hj that inimitahle Maid ; : 

, xj 4nd when I venture at the Cornkk &yle^ . % 

, "Thy Scornful Lzdyfeems to mock my TeiL ^ 

He died at Lmdonin the Year itfSS, but was buri- 
jcd in Beconsfield Church-Yard, in the County of Buc- 
kinghamy near the Vault of his Family. There is 
a Tomb crcfted over him with the following Infcrip- 
yions, written by Mr. Rymer : 

On the Weftcm End. 

Edmundi Waller hicjacet id quantum mrticeJJIt, 

Qui inter Poetasfui tern for is facile frimefs^ 

Lauream, quam meruit adokfcens, 

OHcgtnarim baud abdicavit. 

Huic debet Patria Lingua quod credos 

& Grace Latineque intermttterent, Mufa 

Loqui amarent Anglice. 

South Side. 

' pens viator tumujatum vides Edmundum Waller, 

Qui tanti Nominis Poeta, & idem avitis ofibm^ 

Inter frimos^ fpeElabilis ; Mujis ft dedit & patria. 

Nondum OSlodecenarins, inter Ardua Regni traSlantes, 

SeJem habtiit a Burgo de AmerOiam miffpo. 
Hie vita curfus : nee Oneri defuitfenex, vixitqifem/fer^ 
Populo charus^ Principibus in deliciis, Admirationi , 
Omnibus. 
Hie conditur T^umnlo fib eodem 
RarA yirtute 6" mult t prole Nobilis 
Uxory Maria ex Brejfjorum Familia^ 
pum Edmundo IVal/er, Conjuge Charijfimo: 
Qtiem ter & dccies latum fecit patrem^ 

V.Ftliis, Filiabus VUI, 
Quos Alundo deJjt, & in Cxlum rediit. 

Eaft 
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Eaft End. • \ 

Edmundus Wilier, cui hoc Mttrmor Sacrum ifl^ 
Ccljhsll nafcendi locum habuit^ Camabrigiam Studendi^ 
Patvem Robertum & ex Hampdena ftirpe matrem ; 

Cafit vivcre j Alartii A. D. i6o^. 
Prima Uxor Anna, Edwardi Banks Filia Unica 

Hares I j> 

Ex frima bis Pater faSlus ; ex fecunda tredecies^ 
Cui & duo lujlra Super ftes ; obiit a i OElober^ « 
A. D. 1687. 

North Side. 

Hoc Marmore Edmundo Waller, 

Mariaque exfecundis Nuptiis Conjugi^ 

Pientijptmis parent ibus phffimi parent avit 

Edmundus FtHm. 

Honores bene-merentibus Extremes dedit, 

Quos ipfe fugit 

EL. W. JR H.G. ex Teftamento HMP. 

injuliiiyoo. 

^Mr. William Walker. ; 

A GENTLEMAN of a good Family, born 
-"* in the Ifle of Rarbadoes^ but educated moflly 
in Erj^fdiid. He writ Two Plays. 

^I. Victorious Lcve ; a Tragedy, aftcd at th'^ Theatre 
Royal, i6p8. Dedicated to the Honourable James 
Keridally Efcj; The Author writ this Play at Nine- 
teen Years of Age, and adcd a Part in it him felt. 
It feems to be a kind of Imiration ofOrotnoLo. 

<IL Marry or do JVorfe ; a Comedy, aftcd at the 
Theatre Royal. 

Mr. 
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cMr. R. Wa V E R. . ; . ' 

. i^i U T H O R of a Dramat ick Piece, call'd^ . -. 
Lftfij jfitvemusi an Interlude, printed withooe 
any Date. 

Mr. William Water. ~ 

AUTHORofonc Play long fince printed. 
•^ call'd, . . ^ * 

'tin Longer thoH tiv'Rt the more Fool thou art i^ 
merry Comedy. This Play has no Date to it.' 

•.. . .. ., , • ...... ■ . v. 

^•^ ^B^B^ w-^^ " ~ vS9 ^^^™ CSlP VESV^ vssr vSv v!£v ^^^^^^ ^^^B^ ^^^^^^ 

c^r. John Webster., 

npHiS Author was a Contemporary with Z?«cW, 
Marftou, and /low/yp, and join'd with thcoi .ia 
fcveral Dramatick Pieces. He wasOerk of St. Aa- 
dreru's Parifli in Holboru, and efteem'd a tolerable 
Poet in thofe Days. The Plays he writ are, . ;. . 

I. the miite Devil, or 7?^ Tragedy of ?. GipR-. 
D A N o U R S I N I, Duke of BrachiauOy -with the Life 
and Death o/VittoriaCorombona, tlxfatmta 
Venetian Courtezan ; firft afted at the Phoenix in Di-ury- 
Lane, idii, and afterwards at the Theatre Royal, 
by their Majefties Servants. 

II. Tlie Devil's Lavt-Cafe, or f0}ea JVotnen go to 
Lam, tlie Devil is full of liujtnefs ; a Tragi-Comedy, 
Afted by their Ma/eftics Servants, itf2j. Dedica- 
ted 
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ted to Sir 7%mas Ftnch. Part of the Plot of thii 
Flay is takeo from. Shnkims OtfervaK Mtdic. 
G(nilart*s Hiftories Admirables^ Tom. i. &y. Maximm^ 
Ub. I. c. 8. 

III. ThDutchefs o/Malfet; a Tragedy, firft 
aftcd privately in BlackrFi yars^' lei^. Dedicated 
to Gmge Lord Berkley. . This PJay was adtcd with 
Applaufe, and has been once revived. For the Plot, 
fee BandeUo\ Novels, Goularis Htft. Admirab. and 
Beoid's T%eatre of God^s judgments* 

IV. Appiustf;7^ViRGiNiA;a Tragedy, afted 
at the Duke of Tori's Theatre, idyp. This Play 
was reviv'd and altered by Mr. Betterton ibmc Years 
fince. Plot from LivH Hifl. Floras, &c. 

V. The Thracian IVonder i a Comic -Hiftorical 
Play, afted with great Applaufe, i66i. 

VL A Cure for a Cuckold; a Comedy, i66i. Mts 
Rorwley aflifted in the Compofing of thefe two Plays. 



^ J o H N Weston, Efq; 

.A N Author, who in the Reign of King Charleslt^ 
^"- writ one Play, call'd, 

. ^ The AmaxM Queen, or The Amours 0/ T h a l e s- 
r%is atid AizxASDhKtheGreat; aTragi-Comc- 
dy, 1^67. This Play was writ in Heroick Verfe, 
but never appear'd on the Stage. The Story you 
may find in Strah, Lib. 11. ^. Curt. Lib. 6. Ju/lift^ 
Lib. 3. 



Mr- 
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Mr^ W H 1 T A K E R. \ 

TT H I S Gentleman, in the Reign of K. Charles BT, 

^ publiih'il the following Play, 

^7l)e Conffiracy^^oT Chmtge of Gcfvemmtttt ; a Trage- 
dyi aftcd at the Duke of Tork^s. Theatre, t6^q^ 
Written in H?roick Verfe. : - 1 



2)r. Robe r t Wi L-d.. ,.., 

A F AN ATI CK Zealot, Author of //fr^orej&i 
/ other Pbems/ and one P|ay, called, - T 

^7ie Benefice; a Comedy, i68p. The Opinion* 
the Presbymioiu entertain of tlie Orthodox Ocrgyij . 
may be ea(ily coUcfted from this Play. The Delign 
is. chiefly taken from, another Play, call'd, 'theRtturm 
from Parnajfus^ or A Scourge for Simony. 

S^ ^. A, A A A A A A A A A A ft.' 

^ Mr. Leonard Wi LL AN* - 

.'t . . / . . • ' I -' 

nrmS Gentleman, liv'd in the Reign of Kvng 
. Charles IL • He. wrote a Paftoral, call'd, . 
: A s T R iE A, or Trtie. Love's Mirrour^ I d j i • Redi? 
catcd to the Illuftrious Princeft A/(ir;,. Dutches o^ 
Richmond and Unox. Plot from a Romance of the 
fame Name, 



Mr. 
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Mr. Geo KG E Wilkins. 

A N Author, who, in the Reign of King CbarlisT^ 
•"• writ one Play. 

T%e Miferiesof Enfvrcd Aturringe; a Tragi-Comc- 
dy, i5j7. Mrs. Behn is obligfd to this Play for 
great part of the Plot of her TmnrFof^ or Sir Timo- 
thy Tawdry. 

This Author likewife join'd with Day and Rtrwky 
in the Three Englijb Brotlms. 

f* 

JohnWilmot, Barl ^Rochcftcn 

n^ O this Illuftrious Nobleman we arc very mucW 
^ indebted for his excellent Alteration of, 

Valentinian; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal. Written originally by Mr. Fletcher\i 
*' who, (asMn/^^/^/^j^judicioiiflyoblervcs,*) tho* 
*^ he might be allow'd fome Preference in the Skill 
** of a Play-Wright, (a Thing my Lord had not? 
^ much ftudied) in the Contrivance and working 
" up of a paffionate Scene ; yet my Lord had fo 
** many other far more eminent Virtues to lay in the 
^ contrary Scale, as muft neccflarily weigh down 
« the Ballance." The juft Charafter of my Lord's 
Performance is, I think, given by Mrs. Belm in her 
Prologue to the Play. 

Fivmi 



* Stt the Frefaci to Valenrinian* which VJas publijl/d by tb,tf 
Gentleman after bis lfifd^\fs Deceafi. 
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* Tantd andfubjlantial Autlms give tbif Treaty 
\. And 'twill li Solemn^ Noble all and Greats 

IVity /acred ff^it, is all the Bufinefs here^ 

Great Fletcher, and the Greater Rochcftcn 
* None but great Sivcphon' sfoft and powerful Wit • : 

DurR undertake to mend what Fletcher writ. 

Different tljeir heavenly Nates : Tet both agree 

To wake an everlafting Harmony. 

Uft^n^ y^ yiigins^ to his charming Song^ 

Eternal Mufick dvi^elt upon his ^Tongue : 

'The Gods of Love and H^it infpird his Pen^ 

And Love and Beauty was his glorious 7%eme. 

Mr. Robert WiLMOT, 

A N Author in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
'^^ He writ one Play at the Rcqucft of the Gentle- 
men of tlie Liner-Temple, call'd, 

Tancred ^i7^Guismond; a Tragedy, aded 
before her Majefty by the Gentlemen of the Inner' 
Temple^ i5Pi* Dedicated to the Lady Mary Pcter^ 
and the Lady Anne Grey. Plot from Boccace*s No« 
vels, Nov. I. Day 4. 

Mr. John Wilson. 

A GENTLEMAN who livM in the Reign of 
King Charles II. He rcHded fomc time m Duh^ 
litiy and was Recorder of Londonderry in Ireland. He 
was Author of the four following Plays : 

T LAh-! 
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L Akdhonicus^ Commekivs; a Tragedy, 
i66j. For the Story, fee Letinclavm, CmrtacuTinimf 
and Heylyns Cofmography, in the Dcfcription of Greece. 

IL The ProjecJors,; a Comedy, iddy. This Play 
met with very good Succcfs on the Stage. 

III. 7he Cheats ; a Comedy, 1671. This is a di- 
verting Comedy, and was afted with great Ap- 
plaufe. 

IV. Belphegor, or 7%e Marriage of the Devil; 
a Comedy, adtcd at the Queen's Theatre in Dorfet- 
Garden^ idpo. The Plot from Qtievcdo's Novels, 
and Alachiavel. 

Mr. Nathaniel Wood. 

A CLERGYMAN of the City of Mm/rA, 
•**• in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, Author of 
one Dramatick Piece. 

Tie Conflicl of Confcience; a Paftoral, 1581. This 
Piece has a great deal of Morality in it, and was 
defign'd to be prefented in private families as well 
as in publick. 

Mr. John Wright. 

. A GENTLEMAN of the MiddU-limple. 
He writ two Plays. 
L Thyestesj a Tragedy, 1674. Dedicated 
to the Lord Sherrard. This is a Tranflation from 
Seneca. 

IL Mock 
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U^Mfck Thyestes; a Farce, 1674, writ in 
Burlcfquc Vcrfe* Upon which, among others, were 
writ the following Lines : 

Did Seneca ncfw live^ heflratght U'ouidfay^ 
That your TranflatioH has not wronged his Play ; 
But that in every Page^ in evry Line^ 
Tour Language does with equal Splendor Jhine. 



Mr. Thomas Wright, 

A U T H O R of one Play, called, 
^^ \The Female Vertuofoesi a Comedy, afted at the 
Queen's Theatre with Applaufe, 1691 . Dedicated 
to the Right Honourable Charles Earl of IVmchelfea. 
It is an improved Tranflation of Moliere'% Femmes 
Scavantes^ u e. 77;^ Learned Ladies. 

Anne Comtefs of Winchclfca. 

'T'HIS Lady, dcfervedly celebrated for her fine 
O D £ s oh the Spleen and Vanity^ has to her Col- 
kaion of Poems, (publifli'd inO<?7avo, 1713) added, 
Aristomenes, or l*he Royal Shepherd\ a Tra- 
gedy. This Play was never rcprefented on the 
Stage. 
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Some Memoirs of 

"William Wycherley, Efq; 

By Major PACK. 

I 

THIS Gentleman was Son of — . — fPjcfjer/ej, 
Efq; of Shropjhire^ who lived in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Shrewiburyy and was poflTefll'd of an 
Eftatc of about Six Hundred Pounds a Year. It is 
. faid he did not ftand much indebted to the Tender- 
ncfs of his Father, when his Dubts and Misfortunes 
gave him moft rcafon to demand and expeft his 
Afliftance ; namely, after the Death of King Charles^ 
and the Abdication o^Km^James^ with both which 
Princes he was in a great degree of Favour How- 
ever that may be, he was obh'ged to his Care for 
a liberal Education, as well as to Nature for his 
extraordinary Talents, which he improved with the 
greatcft Rerinements. After feme Time fpent at 
the Univerfity, he was removed to the Inns of 
'G)urt, and entcr'd of the Middle^tufn^le : But ma- 
king his rirft Appearance in Town in a Reign when 
JVit and Gaity were the Favourite DiftindtionSy he 
foon left the dry Study of the Law, and gave into 
Purfuits more agreeable to his own Gemm, as well 
as to the Taflc of the Age. It was not long before 
he became generally known, and as much carefl'ed 
by the Pjrfgns moft Eminent for their Quality, or 
Politcnefs; and among others of that Charadcr, 
and Rank, the famous Duke of BuchtJgham honoured 

• him 
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hint with his Famih'arity and Eftccm : But whether 
he received any more profitable Marks of his Friend- 
Ihip than pubhck ProfcflTions, and outward Civili- 
ties, I am not able to declare. A Story that Mr. 
JVycherky related to me, upon another Occalion, 
makes me inclined to believe, thac that Carelcfs, 
t ho* Ingenious Nobleman, might polfibly ncgleft to 
reward Merit in him, as well as in the Pcrfon I am 
going to mention. 

Mr. IVycherley always laid hold of any Opportu- 
niticjf, that offered, to reprcfu*nt to his Grace how 
well Mr. Butler had dcfjrvcd of the R^^ynl Family^ 
by writing his inimitable Hndtb:ai \ and that ic 
was a Reproach to the Court, tliat a Pw'rfon of his 
loyalty, as well as Wit, fliould futlerin that Obfcu- 
rity, and under the Wants he did. The Duke 
fecmcd always to hearken with Attention enough, 
and at laft undertook' to Recommend his Pretcnfions 
to the King. Nlr. IVychcrhy, to keep him ft^ady to 
his Word, obtained of his Grace to name a Day, 
when he might introduce that Modeft snd Unfor- 
tunate Poet to his new Patron. At laft an Ap- 
pointment was made, and the Place of meeting 
was fixed to beat the Rae-Buck. Mr. Butler and 
his Friend attended accordingly. The i)jke too 
joined them : Bur, as the D:vll would have it^ the 
Door of the Room wlicre ihcy flit \v:^s open, and his 
Grace, 'who had placed himidf near ir, ob(crvif!g 
a Pimp of his Acquaintarce (the Creature too 
was z Kivgh) trip by with a Brace of Ladies, he 
immediately quirted, his Engac;cment to go rpcii 
another kind of D.ity that he was more ready r.t, 
than in doing good Offices to Men of Defert, tho* 
no Man was better qualify *d, both by his Fommc 
aivj Underllandiin;, to protect them ; and from that 
Tloitr to the Day of his Dearh, poor Buthr never 
t*Oii::d rl;c Icaft Vj'^M of his Piomjfc. Bjt to return 

T 3 to 
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to Mr. JVychrley''^^ His Company was not only 
courted by the Men, but he found his Perfon as 
welcome to the Ladies ; and as King Charles was 
extremely fond of him, upon account of his Wit, 
fomc of the' Royal Miftrcfles fet no lefs Value (as 
1 have heard) upon thofe Parts in him of which they 
were more proper Judges. It is known to every one 
that hath converfcd in the World, that the Amours 
of Britain^ in the firft Years of that Monarch, would 
furnifli as diverting Memoirs, if well related, as 
thofe of France^ piiblifli'd by Rabtitin^ or thofe of 
Ne^os Court, writ by Petronim. Among many other 
Pieces of Gallantry, 1 cannot forbear to mention 
one juft, {pour la rariti du fait) that Mr. fVycher- 
ley was telling me once, they had in thofe Days. 
It was tin's: There was a Houfe at the Bridge Foot 
(you fee how diftant the Scene lies now from what 
it did then) wiicre Perfons of better Condition ufcd 
to r;:fort for Pleafure and Privacy. The Liquor the 
Ladies and their Lovers ufcd to drink, at thofe 
Meetings, "was Canary ; and among other Compli- 
ments, the Gentlemen paid their Miftreffes, this 
it feems was always one, to take hold of the Bot- 
tom of their Smocks, and, pouring their Wine thro' 
that Fibre ^ feaft their Imagination with thought of 
what gave the Icflo^ and lb drink a Health to the 
roafh 

He is juftly celebrated among the beft of our Eng- 
hjb Comick Poets. His Plays are an excellent Satire 
upon the Vices and Follies of the Age he lived in. 
His Stile is Mafculinc, and his Wit is pointed; 
and yet with all that Sharpnefs and Severity with 
which he appears on the Stage, thofe who were of 
his Acquaintance applauded him for the Generofity 
and Gentlencfs of Jiis Temper. The Right Ho- 
nourable the prefcnt Lord Lanfdoivn hath very finely 
vindicated his Friend upon this Head, to which A- 

pology 
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pology I refer the. Rcadcn Our Author was 
twice Married, once, in the younger Part of his 
tifc, to the Countcfs of Dro^hda^ who /ectlcd her 
whole Fortune upon him : But his Title being dif- 
puted after her Death, the Expencc of the Law,. 
and other Incumbrances fo far reduced him, that he 
was not able to fatisfy the Impatience of his Credi- 
tors, and they flung him at laft into Prifon. I have 
been allured, that the Bookfeller wlio printed his 
Plain-Dealer, by which lie gained as much Money 
almoft as the Author did Reputation, was fo Un- 
grateful to his Bencfaftor, as to rcfufe to lend him 
Twenty Pounds in his extreme Neccflitics. In that 
Confinement he languiflicd Seven Years, nor was re- 
leafed from thofc Bonds, 'till King 5^//w^j going to 
fee the Play I juft mentioned, was fo charmed with 
the Entertainment, as to give order for the imme- 
' diate Payment of his Debts, and farther. allowed 
him a Pcnlion of 200/. per Ann. as Ipng as he con- 
tinued in England. But the bountiful Intentions of 
that Prince to him had not the deiign'd Efteft, pure- 
ly by the Modcfty of this poor Gentleman, who 
was afhamed to tell my Lord Mulgraie, (the pre- 
fent Duke <^£^ Buckingham, whom the King fent to 
demand it) a full State of his Debts, Mr. IVycher- 
ley hath acknowledged to me, that this Nobleman 
likewife lent him once 560/. upon his Bond. Ac 
laft his Father (whom by the bye, they fay, he flia- 
dowed under the Charadcr of the litigious Lady 
Blackacre) died, and left him his Hftate, but under 
very uncafy Limitations, he not being allowed to 
raife Money upon it for the Payment of his Debts. 
Yet as he had a Power to make a Joynture, he mar- 
ried, almoft at the Eve of his Death, a young Gen- 
tlewoman of 1500/. Fortune, part of which having 
applied to the Ufes he wanted it for, he died ia 
great Peace about eleven Days after the Celebration 

T 4 of 
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of his Nuptials, in the Year 1715, and about the 
Eightieth of his Age. He lies interred in the Vault 
of Ci^vent Garden Church. 

Tlic Four excellent Plays Mr. IVycherley has given 
us, were pubhfh'd in the following Order, 

I. Love in a IVod^ or .Sr. J a M e &*/ Park ; a Q)me- 
dy, adcd at the Theatre Royal, 1672. Dedicated 
to the Di.tchcft of Cleveland. 

II. T'he Gentleman Dancwg-Mnfler ; a Comedy, aq- 
ted at the Duke of Tories Theatre, 1673. 

III. *The Huin- Dealer; a Comedy, aded at the 
Theatre Royal, 1678. Dedicated to Madam B — • 

IV. T'he Country H^ije i a Comedy, aftcd at the 
Theatre Royal, 1683. * 
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MODERN 

Dramatick Poets. 

B. 

Afr. Charles JBeckingham. 

THIS Gentleman was educated at Mercbam* 
Taylors School, and at Nineteen Years of Age 
gave us a Tragedy, call'd, 

SciPio African vs; aded at the Theatre in 
LmcoIns'J/jn-Fields, 1717, with Applaufe. I think 
that he hath hit the Diftion of the Stage very well ; 
his Exprcflionsare all very proper, and his Sentiments 
juft. His Plot is founded on Truth, as delivered to 
us by' Hiftory, and is indeed very well fuited for a 
Dramatick Performance. ^ The Aftion is one and 
entire ; the Epifodes very judicioufly interwoven, fo 
that they conduce and feem to belong to the main 
Dcfign, The Charafters arc well drawn, and the 
Unities of the Stage prefervM : In (hort, it is an ex- 
cellent Tragedy, conformable to the Rules of the 
Drama, and the Precepts of our Modern Criticks. 

Mar- 
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Martin Bladen, Efq; 

A U T H O R of one Play, call'd, 

Solon, or PhUofophy no Defenfs again f} L&ve | 
a Tragr-Comcdy, ncvcr.aftcd. It was printed in 
tijc Year 1705, unknown to the Author, 

Mr. Barton Booth. 

AN excellent Player, and the only living Orna-» 
•^7 raent of the Tragick Scene. This Gentleman 
is dcfcended from a very good Family, was bom in 
Lancajbire^ and educated at f^Fefintinflei -School undcQ 
Dr. Busly. He has given us one Dramatick Piece, 
caird. 

Dido and iE n e a s ; a Mafquc, performed at the 
Theatre Royal in Drurj-Lane, with great Applaufc, 

Mr. A B E L B O Y E R. 

A F/{ £iVC 7/ Refugee, Author, (or rather 
•*^ Tranflator from Racine) of one Play, call'd, 

Achilles, or IpHiGENiA/;iAuLis;a Tra^ 
gedy, afted at the Theatre Royal. 

t ^ Mr, 
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Mr^ Thomas Br ere ton. 

TT'HIS Gentleman is the Son of 7%omas Breretctf^ 
^ Efq; Major of the Queen's Dragoons in the 
Reign of King If^tHiam 11^ and dcfcended from a 
younger Branch of the ancient and noble Family of 
the Breretons o( Broeton, in the County of Clxjbire. 
He was educated firft at the Free-School of Chefteri 
and afterwards under Mr. Denis^ a Fiemh Refugee, 
who kept a Boarding-School in that City. From 
him he remov'd to Brazen-Noje-Colfege in Oxford^ of 
which he continued a Member during the fpace of 
Eight Years, but as yet has only taken the Degree 
of Batchelor of Arts. He is the Author of Two/ 
Dramatical Performances. 

I. Esther, or Faith Triumphmn ; a facred Tra- 
gedy in Rhime, with a Chorus after the Manner of 
the ancient Greeks. Tranflated with Improvements, 
from the French of Mr. Racine^ by whom this Play 
was originally written for the particular Ufe of the 
Virgins or Nuns of St. Qr, and by them aftcd in 
the Prcfcnce of Louis XIV. Mr. Brereton has pre- 
fixed a large Dedication to the Lord Archbifliop of 
Tork, in defence of fuch Compofitions, againft the 
Rants of Tertuffian and Mr. CoOier. 

II. SJr John Old castle, ot Love and Zeal ; 
a Tragedy, in which he all along keeps in view the 
PolieulUy or Martyr of \^r. CorneiBe. 

This Author has begun a Tranflation of the other 
facred Tragedy of Racine^ call'd, A t h a l i a h ; as 
likewifc a Comedy, which he entitles, "The Oxford 
Ladiesy or The NMeman. 

I 
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Mr. John Durant Breval. 

'T'HIS Gentleman is Son of the lare Dr. Breval^ 
' one of the Prebendaries of fVtJhtwper. He had 
liis Education at IVt/lminJler-ScliooU from whence he 
was clcftcd to TrinityCollege in Cambridge, of which 
he was fome time Fellow : But leaving the IJnivcr- 
lity, he went into the Army, and has now a Lieute- 
nant's Commiflion. He has given us one Drama- 
tick Performance, calfd, 

7he Play is the Plot ; a Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal, 171 7. This Play met with but in- 
different Succcfs, being, as himfclf allows, mere 
Farce. Part of it fccms to be tranflarcd fiom fome 
Ficneh Interludes in Le Theatre Ita/ie/i. He has writ 
fevcral very entertaining Poems, viz. The Art of 
Dteff. II. Afac Dermot, or The Injh Fort tme- Hunter. 
IIL Calfe, or Gibr altar y &cc. 

Mr. Christopher Bullock. 

Jo I N T-M A N A c E R With Mr. Keette of the Thea- 
tre in IJncolns-Im'Fields. He is the Son of Mr. 
JVtUiam BuUuky a famous Comedian. He is a good 
Player, appears fprightly on the Stage, and general- 
ly ads thofc Parts in Comedy which are performed 
by Mr. Cihler at Drtiryhaiie. He has publi(h*d Five 
Dramatick Pieces. 

I. JVvmans a Riddle; a Comedy, afted with Ap-, 
platifcv Dedicated to the Earl of If/hartouy iyx6. 
Part of tliis Plot is borrowed from a Spajtrjb Come- 
dy, callU ITcmaus tie DrjiL 
^ l\. Tl:e 
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II. T/je CoUer^fPreftoHizFsLTcc^ adcd with Ap- 
plauic, 1 717. The Plan of this Farce is taken from 
Shahfpears Tinker of Burton-Heathy in the T*amingof 
t/je Shrew. 

III. T'la Slip; z Farce, afted with Applaufe, 

IV. 7?^ Adventures of Half an Hour ; a Farce. 

V. A IVomans Revenge^ or A Match in Newgate; . i 
Comedy, of three A£ts, aded with Applaufe. Chiefl/ 
taken from an old Play o( Mar/lens, call'd, T%e 
Dutch Courtefan. All thcfe Pieces were performed ac 
the Theatre in Lincolns'Inn-FieUs. * 

tS^Ir. B U R N A B Y. 

IN this Gentleman's Account is omitted a Play 
, wrote by him, call'd, 

"The Reform d Wife ; a Comedy, afted. at the Thea- 
tre Royal in D>//ry-Jl^/if* 






c. 

' Mrs. Cent L i v r £ - 

IN this Gentlewoman's Account it (hould have 
been obfcrvM, that her Farce, caird> Bick£&« 
ST A P f'c Burying^ or IVork for the Upholders^ was at 
firft, fcveral times afted at the Theatre Royal, and 
feme time after again revived under the Title of, 'the 
Cujlom cf the Country. 

Mr. 
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Mr. C I B B E R. 

T^HIS judicious Writer has taken upon him to 
Burlcfquc Mr. Lees Rival Queens, or The Death 
rf Alexasdek t/je Great, in a Farce, call'd, T'he 
Rival Queans ; moftly valuing himfelf upon the Wit 
of his punning Title, the Performance it felf being 
only fit for the Mouth of PunchianeDo. 



D. 

Mrs. Davis. 

npHIS Gentlewoman is a Clergyman's Widow; 
^ She was born in Ireland, and has writ a Play, 
catfd, 

I'he Humours of Tork ; a G)medy, afted at the 
Theatre in Uncolns-Lm-Fields, 1715. 

Mr. John Dennis. 

IN the Account this Gentleman fent, he omitted, 
but for what Reafon is unknown to us, a Play 
wrote by him, call'd^ Gibraltar, or 7*he Spanijh Ad- 
venture $ a Comedy, afted hc liic Theatre Royal in 
DruryLane. 

E. Lau- 
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E. 

' Laurence Ec h a r d, M. A. 

THIS Gentleman^ bcfides a Tranflation of 
Terence, has given us Three Comedies 
from Plautus, I. Amphitryon, II. Epibi- 
c u s, IIL R u b £ N s ,* with Critical Remarks up6a 
each Play. To which he has prefixed a judicious 
Parallel between Terence and Plautm ; and for a clears 
er DeciHon of the Point, that Terence was the morq 
Polite Writer of Comedy, he produces the firft AGt 
of PlautH6*s AululariUy and the firft Aft of his Milef 
GloriofHS, againft the third Aft of Terence's Eunuch, b 
ought to be obfervdy fays Mr. Echardy that Plautus vuis 
fomewhat foor, and made it . his principal Aim to fleafe 
and tickle the common People ; and Jtnce they were almoU 
always delighted with fomething new^ftrange, andtmufual^ 
the better to humour them, he was not only frequently ex^ 
travagant in his Expreffions, tut likewije in his Cha- 
rafters too, and drew them often more Vicious^ moie C^ 
vetouT, more Foolijh, &c. than generally they were, and 
this to fet the People a gazing and wondriug. H^tth thefe 
fort of Charafters many of our Modern Comedies a^ 
bound, which makes 'em too much degenerate into Farce^ 
which feldom fail of pleafing the Mib. Mr. Echard has, 
in jufticc to Mr. Dryden, given us fome Inftances of 
his Improvement of A m p h i t r y o n, and concludes 
them with this juft Remark in Compliment to our 
Nation, fVe find that many of the fine Things of the 
Ancients are like Seeds, that when planted on Englifli 
Ground, by a Poet's skilful Hand, thrive and produce 

excellent 
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exceOeat Fruit. Thcfe Three Plays are printed io a 
Pocket Volunic* Dedicated to Sir Charles Sidlej. 

F. 

• ^/[fr. Thomas Ford. 

AN Author, who, in the Reign of King Charles I. 
writ the following Play : 
MjmesLalyrimht ct the Royal Shepherdefs; a Tragi- 
comedy, 1 660. Part of this Play is borrowed froni, 
Gomerfa^s Tragedy of Sforza Duke of MiBaa. This 
Author likewife writ feveral other Pieces of Poetry, 
as his Theatre of H^it, &c. printed with this Play. 

C^r. F Y F E. 

A UTHOR of a Play, call'd, . ^ _ 

-"■ 7%e Royal Martyr, ot King Charles the Ftrtf ; 4 
Tragedy. 



Wm wm 
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G. 

c^r. Joseph Gay. 

A U T H O R of an excellent Farce, callM, : 
"**• "The Cofifederdus. This Farce was written to 
expofe the Obfccnity and falfc Pretence to Wit, in 
a Comedy call'd, T'hree Hthirs after Marriage. 

In which, Three mighty Bards their Forces 
joinM ; * and in whofe Praife were fpoke the follow- 
ing Lines, at the Theatre Royal, by Mr. IVdks. 

Such were th IVa^s who boldlji did adventure^ 
To Club a Fitrce by Tripartite hidemure ; 
But let them Share timr Dividtnd of Praife^ 
And wear timr own Fools Cap in/lead of Bdys.;\ 

* Mf. John Gay, Mr. Pope, aj:ii Dr. Arbuthnott* 
t tr^lcgue to the Sultancfs. 

c^r. Charles Goring, 

A GENTLEMAN who has writ one Play, 
"^ call'd, 

♦Irene, or llie Fair Greek; a Tragedy, 1708, 
Dedicated to the late Diike of Beaufor:. Never aftcd. 

V ' Mr. 
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C^r. G R E B E R. 

AUTHOR of a Dramatick-Paftoral, called, 
Tlx Ltrves tf ^KGKSTO. 

iSf i^ ^ ^ i^^i^«^i^^^v&iA^^ 

« • 

iWry Benjamin Griffin. 

ACOMEDIAN, of about Three Years ftand- 
ing at the Theatre in Limolm-lin-Fields. He is 

^the Son of the late Reverend Mr. benjamin Grifitt, 
Rcdor of Bu:itoii andOxiiead, in the County of Mr- 

folky the Scats of the Pajlom^ Earls of Tarmotith^ 
to which honourable Family he was many Years 
Chaplain. Our Author was born at Oxnead afore- 
faid, and educated at the Free-School of Nort/j- 
Wiiljbnm in the faid County, founded by that Noble 
Family. He has publifli'd an Alteration of an old 
Play, writ by Mijjhiger and Decker^ call'd, 

I. lijuY^dKtrtveyOxT'heViygni'AIarty; a Tragedy, 
aftcd at Richnoiidy printed iw 12% 1714. Dedica- 
ted to Henry Earl of Roikjler. 

II. Love itt a Sack ; a Farce of Two A6ls, lyiy. 

III. 7lje Humours of Purgatory ; a Farce of Two 
Afts, 171^. 

IV. il)e ALifquerade^ or An Evenings Intrigue ; a 
. Farce of two Ads, 1717. Thcfe Farces were all per- 
formed at the Theatre in Lincolm-Inn-Fitldi. 

Mr. 
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Qplfr. G R 1 M S T O N. 

A GENTLEMAN of a confidcrablc Eflate; 
who, when he was very young, wrote a Play, 
call'd, 

Tlie Ijtwyer*s Fjrtunt, or Lnx} in a HoSffvo-'frie ; i- . 
0)mcdy, aftcd by the Scrolcrs at JVhidfor, ijoC, 

H. 

c^'^t H o R den/. ; -X 



A l^THOR of aPlay, caird, -^ 

NegleSled Virtue^ or 72^ Unbafpy Cmqnerour ; a;' 
Tragedy. He was an Ador of confidcrablc Note, bat; 

was killed about the fcvcnth Year of his Appearance, ^ 

.. . » i 
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jt^r. C H arlesKnipe. 

THIS Gentleman was educated at Tr/ttnTf-O/-' 
iege^ Cambridge. He has writ one DramaticfcA. 
Piece, caird, 

A City Ramble : or, l%e Humours ^f tlx Cmfter; aA 
Farce ot Two Afts, perform'd at the Theatre in Un^;^ 
^olns-lnirFu'hU^ with great Applaufe, 1715. 



spA Lhes and OaxiSttn of tU 



L. 

Mr* Thomas Lupon. 

AUTHOR of a Play, call'd, 
AUfor Mmnty i a Tragedy. 

M. 

M O L I E il E. 

AL L the Comedies of Mmfimr M o l x e r » be- 
ing now tranflated, and dcfcrvedl^ efleem'di I 
think ic not improper in this Place, to give the Rea» 
der fome Account of that Author and his Writings. 
MoxiERE wastheSonof Monf. Jean Baptj^st 
Po QUE LIN, an Upholdercr in the Palace-Royal at 
Paris \ he kept his Shop under the /V//m its HallcSp 
where our Author was born, Amo i6}o. He was 
defign'd by his Father for the Law, but his Genius 
carrying him a quite dittercnt Way, he became fall 
an Ador, and afterwards a Writer of Comedies, and 
fi ch as will ever be tl)c greatefl Ornament of that 
hind to his Countr>% His Plays arc Thirty Two 
in Number, viz. 

I. L'EsTouRDi. Sir Martin Mar-all. 
Mr. DryJtn has made oic of this Play, in his Feip/U 
Lmocencf^ or Sir Martin Mur-alL 

IL Dfpii Amoureux: 'thf AnmoM QtfarnL Mr. 
DryJens Atnk Aftrologer^ and the greatcft Part of 
Mr. Rave»fcrof/$ IVrangting Lexers, are from this Play. 

IIL Lo 
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III. Us Precieufef Ridicules : 7%e A^eEled Ladies. 
Mn FleckttO^s DamoyfeOe^ Mn Sbadwell*s Bury-Fair^ 
Mr. Drydens Afock Aftrohger^ Mrs, Behns Falfe 
County arc partly from this Comedy; as is the Song 
of Mr. Crovm in Sir Courtfy Nice, of, Stop Thicfi 
flop Thief. 

IV. Le Coat Imngjmire : 7%e Imaginary Cuckold^ 
Sir pmiiant Davenants Play-Houfe to be Let, Mr. iWa/- 
hys Mi/lake upon Mi/lake, arc from this G)medy. 

V. VE/co/e des Maris. A School for Hmbands. 
Some Charafters in Sir Charles Sidle/s Mulberry Gar^ 
den^ Fleckiioe*s Damoyfelh Alamcde, RaveufcrojYs London 
Cuckolds, Carlel's Sir Solomon, or Cantiosn Coxcomb, 
arc from this Play. 

VI. JJs Facheux : The hnpertinents. 7he SuUen 
leavers, by Mr. Shadu;ell, is from this Play. 

VII. L* Efcole des Femmes. A School for fVomen. 
Mr. Carlel, Mr. Razxufcroft, Mr. Flecknoe, have alfo 
made ufc of this Play in their Comedies laft men- 
tioned. 

VIII. La Critique de L' Efcole des Feinrneu 'fhe 
School for IVomen Criticife,d. 

IX. T*he Princefs of EUs, or 'fhe Pleafures of the 
Jiichanted IJland. 

X. Second Part. 

XI. Third Part. 

XII. Le Marriage Force. Tl)e Forced Marriage, Mrs. 
Cemlivres Loves Contrivance, is from this ConieSy. 

XIII. L* Amour Medecin, Lcve the beff Phyjician, 
Mrs. Cemlivre has taken whole Scenes of her laft 

j mentioned Play from this. 

I XIV. Le M/fantrntfe. Tl)e Man-lliter. The De- 
I fign of Mr. JVycherley s Plain Dealer, is from this Play.* 
j XV. Le Medecin malgve lui. The freed Phyjician. 
I }Ax. Lac fs Dumb Lady, or TheFamer made Pbyjtciani, 
\ Mr. Centlivre^s Love*s Contrivance, or // A/cdccin Malgre 
1 L^tf, arc alfo out of this Play. 

U 5 XVI. If 
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XVI. iif Siiilieny ou Ij Amotr,' PihUir, T^je Sicilh 
>», or Lcve mikes a Painter. Mr. Cnmn in his Cowa^. 
ay IVit^ and Sir Richard Steele in his 'TettJer fiuiband^ 
1 avc taken fomc Incidents out of this Play. 

XVII. Amphitryon : or, Tloc two Socias. Mr. Dry 
dcit has wonderfully infiprov'd this Play, in his, of 
the fainc Name. 

XVIII. r^^zwr. ri>e Mifer. Uv. Shnd'weU\iZ% 
altcrM this, into one of the fiimc Name. 

XIX.Gborge Di\NDiN; oVyThelVamnH^fe. 
Mr. Bittertfii has piiblifhM this Play with Iiiiprove- 
mtnts, under the Title of 'the Amorom IVidow : or, 
'T[1:e IVamon Wife. 

XX. Tartvjfc^ or 'The Hypocrite. Mr. Mcdbottrve has 
done this into Eaglifi witli fomc Alterations under 
the Title of Tavtttfie^ otT'he French Ptiritiut^ as has 
Mr. CMer^ but with greater Alterations, and call'd 
it T'he Noifjuror. 

XXI, Miufmtr <fc P o u r c e a r c n a c : or, Sqtiirt 
Trf. Loour. S.;veral Authors have built upon 
this Play, as Mr. Raveufcroft in his Carckfs Levers^ J^lr. 
TiLttcux in his Leave's ajeft; it is alfp tranflated by an 
unlnown IJand, under the Title of Squire Ti-ehtby. 

XX IT. /.:' Burgcois GentUhmtme. The Gemhncn Ci-* 
tizeu. This is the fame with Mr. Ravatf croft's Ala- 
ntamrMchi. 

XX HI, Us Fvurberies de Scnpiiu 'the Cheats of Sea- 
fiiu Mr. Otzvay has this, under the fame Title. 

X\lV.Pfyc/je. Mr. Shadwell'^ Pfjche is from this. 

XXV. lie Learned Ladies. Jsiv. Upright's Femak 
Virsuofvcs is taken from this. 

XXVI. Don Garcia of Navarre : or, Tilje Jealom 
Prme. 

XXVII. 1%e ImprofKptn of VcrfaWeu 

XXVIII. ■ the Libertine. Mr. Sha^weH's of the 
fame Name is from this Play. 

'XXIX. Mdicerta. An Heroiek Pafler.il. 

Lis 
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XXX, ZjesAmans Mngnifiques. Tj)e MafftificemlMers^ 

XXXL 77v Coumeff of Efcarhgnas. , 

XXXil. Th Hypocmidriack. Mrs. Behn'sSir Pa- 
tient Fumy is from this Play. 

A Friend of Monficur AMaes, after his Death, 
writ a fmall Piecc^ intituled^ iJOmhre de}Aohi%Kf^ 
T'Ijc G/jv/i ofM o 1. 1 m E, which we mention bccaufc 
it is bound up with his VVorks. 

Mr. Mol/cre died in the Performance of his JJ Ma- 
huk hiaghmire (T'he Ilypocmdnack) on the Stage^ tl;p 
third Night of its Appearance; Fel^. 17, jifwo Dom. 
1679, in the 63 d Year of his Age. 

Charles Molloy, Efq; 

A GENTLEMAN of a good Family in the 
Kingdom of Ireland. He was born in Dub^ 
liii, but educated for the niofl part abroad : Upon 
his coming into Eughvid^ he enter'd himfclf of the 
ftmer-Temple., He has writ Two Plays. 

L 'Tl)e Perplexed Couple^ or MJlakc upon Mifiake; 
a Comedy, 1714. Chiefly a Tranllation from the. 
French. 

II. T'l)e Coquet y or The Englijtj ChcvnUer ; a Come- 
dy, both afted at the Thcacre in Uncoius-lui-Fie/M,^ 
1718, with Applaufv'. 

Sir T 11 o M A s Al o o R. 

'TTHIS Gentleman is the Author of a Piecc/- 
*. call'd, :\\: . 

M A N CO R A, Kiitg of the Timlujums ; a Tragedy, 
aiflctl at the Theatre in IJneclus'L'ii-Ftehh, i-ji-j. 

U 4 P. M>. 



t^6 Lives and Chara^ers of tht 

p. 

Mr. H E N R y P O R T E R. 

nr.HIS Author Iiv*d in the Rcign of Queen Eli- 
^ zntmb^ and wrote one Play, call*J, 

The Two AnfYy H^cmen (^' Abingdon ; aftcd by tlic 
Lord Admiral's Servants, 1 5pp. 

Qi^r. John Philip s.' 

A YOUNG Gentleman, now living, Author of 
• *^ Two Political Farces* 

^^ L 7he Earl of Mak Alan J. ff^ab the Htmours of 
Jockey the Highhuder. 

>n. The Prttende/s Flight : or, A MockrCoronation i 
mth the Huinours of the facetious li^xxy St. John, Both 
printed in the Year 171 15, 



R. 

^Mr* Edwari) Rpv^T. 

AUTHOR of a Play, call'd, 
..^ 7%e TemfShiftSy or 'The Subitrb-Jujike i a Cp: 
jncdy, aaed at the Duk/s Theatre, with Ap- 
plaulcj 1671. ' .... 



Modern Dramatick Poets, l^^ 
c^r. Rivers. 

A JESUIT, Author of a Play calfd, 
• 7l)e Trnyton a Tragedy, This Play was »!- 
tcrM, and brought on the Stage by Mr. •S'A'/riif/, Am^ 
j6j$^ as has been already obfervM; and in the 
Year itfpi it was reviv'd, under the Title of the ^ 
Tragedy of Am j d e a, with a Dedication to the 
Earl of Clincartyy where the anonymous Revivcf . 
(ays, 'tis the bcft Tragedy this Age has product ; 
but tho* it docs not dcfcrvc' any fuch Charader, it 
is allow'd to be a good Tragedy. It has been late- 
ly revived and alterM by Mr.C. Bullak. 



s. 

Q^Ir. Richard Savage. 

nr H I S Gentleman h a Natural Son of the late Earl 
Rivers^ by the Countefs of AUulesfeld (now 
Widow of the late Colonel Bret) (he being divorced 
by the Houlc of Lords from the Earl of ALucle^feld 
on Account of his Birth. Earl Rii^ers himfclf flood 
Cjodfathcr, gave him his own Name, and faw it 
chter'd accordingly in the Regifler-Bock of St. An^ 
drevjs Holl^mt ; and for whom, no doubt, he would 
h;ive liberally provided, had not foire unfair Me- 
thods been put in practice to deceive him, by a falfc 
Report of his Son*s D;ath. 
^ To 
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To his own Mother he has not been the lead 
obliged for his Education, but to her Mother the 
Lady Mifon ; (be committed him to the Care of 
Mrs. Lloyd his Godmother, who, dying before he 
was Ten Years old, out of her tender Regard, left 
him a Legacy of 300/. which was embezzled by her 
JExecutors. 

Under all thefc Misfortunes, this Gentleman ha-»; 
ving a Genius for Dramatkk Studies^ gave us Two 
Plays between .the Age of Nineteen and Twenty 
One. 

L IVmans a JUddle ; a Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre in LsncoliiS''Lm''Fjeldsy 1716. Dedicated to. 
the Marquis of f0)arton. The Story is taken fron; 
a .^Miijh Play, callM, La Dama Duende. 

II. Liwe in a Veil ; a Comedy, aded at the Thea- 
ere Royal in DruryLane, 1 7 1 8, with Applaufe. De- 
dicated to the Lovd Lafjfdown. The Story from a 
S^.viijh Play, called, Peor efta queeftava. 

To the riril of thefe Comedies, the Author, being 
unacquainted v/ith* the Management of the Stage, 
permitted Mr. C. Bullock to Dedicate it, and put his 
Name to the Title-Page, on account of fome few 
Alterations he procur'd to be made in the Pcr-r 
formauce. 

ikfr. E P W A R D S U A R P H A M. 

THIS Gentleman was a Member of the Middle^. 
Temfle, in tlie Reign of King jfantef I. He 

writ one Play, call'd, , ,., f r. 

Tbe Fleer ; a Comedy, afted at the BlackrFryars^ 
by the Children of the Revels, idiy. Part of thi?^ 
PJay feems to be taken from Mv/lons fawie. ^ 
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Sir Edwarp SnERByRN?. . 

THIS Gentleman has given us a Tranflation 
of Four ofSefieca^s Tragedies, viz, 
'1. Medea, 
, IL Thebais. 

III. Hercules. Which he has illuflpted with 
large Notes. Printe4in 8^. Jn. Dom. 1702. ' J' 

IV. T R o A D £ Sy or T'hc Royal Captives. 

' ^^QC QCSQSOSOOOOQO OOC aioOQOO gg 

Mr. J O H N S M 1 T H. - 

A YORKSHIRE Gcntleraan, who writ a Fl»y: 
caira, . . . 

^ C y T H E R E A, or 77je Ennmoining Girdle^ a Come- 
dy, 1677. Dedicated to the Northern Gentry, Thi^ 
Play was never aftcd. He was for feveral Years be- 
fore his Death JJiidcr-Mailer of Mtgdalat School in 
QxforJf and Mafter of Arts of the College to which 
it belongs. 

i&? QC5co<;so oGDOGOcjoco<sc Qc:)c og:x|9t 

"Mr. S W I N N Y, 

AU T HO R of one Piav, call'd, • , 

Tin Quacks ; a Comedy, adcd at the Qtieeu\ 
Thcatrp in the Hny-Market. 



'god I^vss and Charadlers of the 
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T. 

Afr. Nicholas TitoT. 

AUTHOR of one Way, caU'd, 
.-"' Arthvk; a Tragedy. 

Mr* John Tutchiv. 

AUTHOR of a Paftoral, catf d, 
^*" ' 7**? Unfortunate Shepherd. It is printed with a 
O)lle&ion of Poems, 1^85. 

w. 

^r. George W a p u l. 

A U T H O R of one Play, call'd, 
''^ T/ie 'Tarriethfor no Mmi a pleafant and m^r- 
ry Comedy, printed i6ii. 



yir. 



Modem Pram'at.icx. Posts* jbx; 



Mr^ W 1 L K I N s d N. 

AUTHO R of one Play, callU 
^ict BsclcmiA: or, fbe Pajpttmate MSftrefsi a 
Comedy. \ 

4fQC:x ^C3C0CS0QO00Q00OQ0C300O0fa ' 

Mr. Robert Wilson,/ 

TTHIS Gentleman liv'd in the Rcign of Qaeen 
^ Elizabeth^ and writ one Play, call d, 
The Ccblers Prof hey i printed Atrno itfjy, 

Mrs. Wiseman. 

SHE was a Servant in the Family of Mr. Re* 
cordcr Wright of Oxo», where, having a pretty 
deal of leifure Time, which (be fpeat in Reading 
Novels and Plays, (he began a Play, and finilh'd it 
after (lie came to London^ call'd, 

^K^rioQHvs the Great: or, 7)je Fatal Relaffe ; ^ 
Tragedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, i^olS^ with 
Applaufe. She married a young Vintner, whofc 
Name was Holt; and with the Profits arifing from 
her Play, they fet up a Tavern in IVeJlmiuftew 

y. Mr. 



'36* 



Lwesofid Charaftefsi 



il4r. Robert Yarrington; 

HIS Gentleman Iiv*d in the Reign of Queen 



T 



jL Elixuibeth, and writ a Play, eiuitl'd 

Two 'tragedies in one. Printed 1678. The Story 
of this Play, is the private Murders of one Mx. Beech 
and another Gentleman. 
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P LAY S 

' WRITTEN ^ 

By Anonymous A u T H o Rs. 

■ ° : A. ■ - . 

l"" )k hvnoY^svsKingff Aragoni anHiftori-^ 
#-* cal Play, a^cd with Applaufciypp. This 
JL JL Play has prefixed to it^ the Letters R. G. 

II. Apollo Shrovingi a Comedy, xtfiy, with 
the Letters £. «^. 

III. A MINT a; aPaftora!, 1^28. trandated froin 
the Italian of T'aJJo ; with Ariadnt s Complaint, in 
Imitation of Angiiilara. 

IV. Albion'/ TYiumph ; a Mafque perform^ at 
Court, 1 63 1, by the Kinc and Qiiccn, and fcveral 
Noblemen, the Sunday after Twelfth-Night. 

V. Albumazar; a Comedy, afted before the 
King at Cambridge^ by the Gentlemen of Trinity^ 
College^ 1534. Since revived at the Theatre Royal, 
with a Prologue writ by yir^Diyden. 

. VL Andromana, or "TU M^rcham^s If^tfe; % 
Tragedy, itf5o. The Plot from Sir Philip Sidiuy\ 
Arcadia, in the Story of Plangm. This Play has the 
Letters J.S. 

VIL 
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yil. Akdronicds, /w//r/// long Succtfs, or 
Heaven s /ate Revenge ; 2l Tragedy ^ 1 66 u 

VIII. Akiadnp, or 77^ Marriage of Bacchu^ ; 
an Opera. Tranflatcd from the Ftenc/j, and prcfcn- 
ted bv the Academy of Mufick at the Theatre 
Royal in Covei^t Garden, 1674. It was dedicated to 
the Krng, and was written by Monlieur P. P: 
\1X. '/f^e Amorous Gallant, or Lfive in Fajhion ; a 
Comedy in Hcroick Vcrfc, idyj. It is a Tranfla- 
tion of Cornci/ys t Amour Alamode, and feme time ap- 
peared under tlie Title of Tlye Anmotis Orbntus. 

X. 7/r Amorous Old IVotnan, or *7/> v:ell if it Take ; 
a Comedy, afted at the Theatre Royal 1684. This 
Play was afterwards printed with the Title of The 
Foiul Lady. 

XL The Abdicated Prince, or The Adventures of 
Fiur Tears I a Tragi-Conicdy, aftcd at JVI)ite-Hall 
i5po. This Play contains the Tranfadtions of tlK 
Court fnd Nation during the Reign of King 3^/ww.f II. 

XII. A L u I o N ; an Interlude. 

XI II. A B R A H A M / Sacrifice ; a Play, fuppos'd to 
be a Tranflarion from Theodore Beza. 

XIV. An Alarm for Lcndon, or Tf)e Siege of Ant" 
uerf, with tl)e vcntrous A els and valiant Deeds of the 
Lame Soldier ; a Tragi-Comedy, afted by the Lord 
Cnamberlain s Servants. Plot from The Tragical Htf 
tor) of the City of Antu^rp. 

XV. A a D E N 0/' Fe^erfbain^ his true and lamentable 
Tagedy. For the S:ory, fee Good^i^iin, Hayward, Hoh 
lii.fi^ad. Sec. 

XVI. The Arraignment of Paris; a Dramatick-Paf- 
toral. Shakejpear was fuppos'd to be the Author of 
this Piece. 

XVIL Arsinoe Queeiv of Cyprm; an Opera, 
performed at the Theatre in Drury-Lane, 
XV^IIL Adventures at Madrid; a Ccmcdy. 
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''XIX. At ARBAS; an Opera, aAcd at the Queen's 
Theatre in the Napnarkn. 

XX. 7%f Al B zoN Qiteensi a Tragedy, aAed at 
the Theatre Royal • 

•tXXI. An for the Better^ or 7%e hfaSibk Cure; a 
Comedy. Written by Mr. Manning. 

XXIL Almahide; an Opera, prefented at 
the Theatre in the Haymarket* 

XXUL A L M Y N A, or 7h Arabian Vm ; a Tra-j 
gcdy. 

XXIV. 7v^ Ammus Mifer, or The ToungertheH^^ 
fir. By Mr. Motteux. 
^XXV. As you find it I a Comedy. 

XX VL Altemira; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal. 

^XXVII. T'he Apparition, or T%e Sham IVeddingi z 
Comedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal 1714. writ- . 
ten by a Gentleman of Chriff-Church-Coffege in Ox- 
ford. Dedicated to the Lord Carteret. 

XXVIII. A J A X ; a Tragedy. Tranflatcd from 
the Greek o( Sophocles. Revifcd by Mr. Reive, iji6. 

XXIX. AcAM£MNOK. Tranflated from Seneca 
by Mr. J. Studhy. 

XXX. A M A D I s ; an Opera. Performed at the 
Theatre in the Haymnrket. 

XXXI. ApotLo W Daphne; aMafque. 



B. 

L np-ff JB Baftardi a Tragedy, ijja. ThcPloc 
X andpart of the Language from T%e Engtijb 
iMevs, and 7%e Unfortunate Spaniard. 

X lit 



30^ PtAYS Written by jiftonymous Authors: 

n. T%e Bank of Ki^ciLZK^i a Tragedy, aftcd 
by the Lord High Admirars Servants, 15^4. The 
Story relates to Sebajlian King of Portugal^ and Abde^ 
lemechKing of Morocco. Plot from Hejliris Cofmcgra^ 
fhy in the Hiftory of Sfain^ &c. 
• III. T'lje Bajhfiil Lorvers ; a Tragi-Comedy, aftcd at 
the BlackrFryars^ by his Ma jelly's Scr\'ants, idyj^. 
This Play has the Letters B. J. 

IV. lie Beau Merchant ; a Comedy* Written by 
Mr. S ^ a Gentleman of Ghcefter. Never aded. 

V. 7h Braggadocio, or iJ^e Bawd turnd Pttritan ; 
a Comedy, 1690. Writ by a Perfon of Quality. 

VI. T/^ Baniflid Duke, or Ihe 'Tragedy of Infortu- 
natas; afted at the Theatre-Royal 1690. The Cha- 
ra&er of Infortunatm, was drawn for the Duke of 
Moivnouth. 

xVII. The Bloody Duke, or Tifje Adventures for a 
Crown ; a Tragi-Comedy, afted at the Court of Al- 
ia Regalis, by fcveral Perfons of Quality 1690. 
This Play is written by the Author of the Abdicated 
Trince : and expofcs the P^ifb-Plot, &c. 

VIIL B o N i> u c A, or 7)b^ Britifli Heroine ; a Tra - 
gcdy, with an Entertainment of Mufick 1696. De- 
dicated to the Lord Jefferys. This is Fletclws Bon- 
duca revived and altered; the two Universities club'd 
in it. 

IX. Band, Ruff, and Cuff; an Interlude. 

X. 77je Bloody Banquet; a Tragedy, afted at the 
Theatre-Royal. 

XL The Battle of Scdgmoor. A Farce, injuriouf- 
ly fathered upon the Duke of Buckingham. Never 
a&cd. 
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I. jr^ Up id's H^hligigi a Cpincdv, aftccl by 
y^ the Children ot the ^JjCing's. Revels ij5id. 
Dedicated to Mr Rpbert Haynum. The Plot is takcii 
from Boccaccs Novels. '\- . ' 

II. the Coftly IVhore^ a Comic-Hiftorical Play, 
aftcd by the Company of the Revels i dj 3. 

III. C H A R L t s tl)e Ftrfi, Kv:g of England ; a 
Tragedy 164^. Dedicated to King Charks the Se- 
cond. 

. IV. T%e Cotrnterfeit Bridegroom^ OX the Defeated H^t^ 
Jow ; a Comedy, afted at the Duke of Tort's Thea- 
tre 1677. TWs is only Middktans^ No JFiilihe a 
Woman %^ Printed with a new Title. 

i^V. tl^e Confiant Nymfh^ Or the Rambling Shepherd; 
a Dramatick Paftoral, prcfcnted at the Duke s The- 
atre 1^78. • 

VI. the Cowitetfeits ; a Comedy, ajfted at the Duke 
of York's Theatre, 16^9. Plot from a Sprnjifi Novel 
tranflated, calfd, the Trafanner Trapannd. Leonard 
was fupposM to be Author of this Play. Mr. Cibbtr% 
She v:oud andjbe uon'd not, is taken from this Play. 

VII. theChriJlmca Ordinary; a Comedy, aftedat 
a Gentleman's Houfe among other Revels 1682. 
This Piece is Written by a Gentleman who wa? 
Mailer of Arts, and has to it, the Letters W. R., 

VIII. th Coronation of Queen Elizabeth, or 
the Rejloration of the Proteftant Religion^ and Downfal 
of the Pope ; an Hiftorical Play. This has Ukewife 
the Letters, W R. 

*JX. The Cm-nijh Comedy; afted at the Theatre in 
Dofet-Carden 1006. Dedicated to Chrifiopher Rich 

X a Ef(U 
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Efq; one of the Patentees of his Majefly's Theatre. . 
Writ by a Cmtifi Attorney. 

X. 7%f Commons Condition ; a Comedy. 

XL Cromwell's Confpiracyi a Tragi-Come- 
dy, which I can give no Account of. 

XII. Tl)e Comention between Tork and Lancafler. In 
Two Parts ; containing the Death of the good Duke 
Humplneyy the Baniihment and Death ot the Duke 
of Suffolk^ and the Tragical End of the proud Can* 
dinal of Winchefter^ with the Notable Rebellion of 
Jack Cade^ and the Duke of Tork's Hrft Claim to the 
Crown. This Play differs very little from Shake/pearls 
Hen. With, 2 Part. 

XIII. C i€ s A R-'s Revenge; a Tragedy. 

XIV. Cyrus King of Perfia; afted at the The- 
trc-Royal. 

XV- TTv Cruel Dehor i a Play, only nam'd by Mr. 
Kirhnan. 

X VL Tif Contlat of Caps ; a Mafque. 

XVII. Tl)e Contrivances^ or More IVays than one i a 
Farce, afted at the Theatre-Royal 1715. By Mr. 
Cary. 

XVIII. Th Carelefs Shpherds. 

XIX. Camilla; an Opera, afted at the The* 
atrc in the Hay-Market. 

^XX. 'The Cares of Love; a Comedy. 

XXI. C I N N A *s Confpiracy ; a Tragedy, afted 
at the Theatre in Uncolns-Inn-Ftelds. 

XXII. the Conqueft of Spain; a Tragedy. 
XXIIL Tl)e Cruelty of the Spaniards in Peru 5 ex- 

prefs^d by Inftrumcntal and Vocal Mufick, and by 
Art of Pcrfpeftive in Scenes, eSrc. Reprefcnted daily 
at the Cockpit in Drury Lane at three Afternoon punc-: 
tually, idj8. 

XaIV. TAe City Madam ; a Comedy. 

XXV. Cyrus, King of Perfia ; a Tragedy. 

XX VL Clotilda; an Italian Opera, prc^ 
fen ted at the Theatre in the Haymarhet. 
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XXVII. Sir Cltmon, Knight 0/ the Golden 
Shield, audCt Aur DBS the v)bite Knight ; an Hiflo- 
rical Play, i6p9* Cfymen was Son of the King of 
Denmark, and Cianydes Son of the King of Sturuta. 



D. 

LT^AKiuSj an Interlude 15^5. Taken from 
JLy the third and fourth Chapter of Efdras. 

II. The Debauchee, or The Credulous Cuckold; a Co- 
'medy, afted at the Duke of Tort's Theatre 1677. 

This is Broome's Mad Couple ueB Matched, reviv d 
by Mrs. Behn. 

III. Damon and Pythias; an Hiftorical 
Play. 

IV. T%e DeflruBion of Jerufalem. 

V. Th Divine Mifque. Dedicated to General 
Monk. 

VI. Dick Scorner; a Play taken Notice 
of, by Mr. Kirkman. 

W^VII. The Different Widm, ot htrigiie A-la-mode i a 
Comedy. 

VIIL Dr. Dodipole; a Comedy ^ afted at the 
Theatre-Royal. 

vJX. The boating Lovers i a Comedy, a&ed at tho 
Theatre in Uncolns-InnrFields, 171^, by Newhurgb 
Hamilton, Gent. 

X. The Drummer, or The Haunted-Houfe ; a Co- 
medy, aftcd at the Theatre-Royal, 1715. With a 
Preface by Sir Richard Steele. 

XI. The Death of Dido; a Mafque. 

X 3 L Eiw 
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E. ■ 

I. T7DWARD III; an Hiftorical flay, ijpp. 
Pj Plot from our Englijh Chronicles. 
IL Every IVoman in her Humour i a Comedy, 1609. 

III. EtECTRA; a Tragedy, printed at the 
Hague itf4p, and prefented to her Highncfs the La-* 
dy ElixuiLeth. It is a Tranflation from Sophocks^ 
and has in the Front the Letters C. IV. 

IV. T/je Extravagant Shepherd ; a Paftoral-Comc-^ 
dy, itfJ4- This Piece is tranflated from Corneitle ; 
Dedicated to Mrs. 'Thomhill. To the Title-Page of 
this Play are prefixed the Letters T. R. 

V. Englifh Men for Mmcy^ or A IVoman wsB have 
her Will j a Comedy, afted with great Applaufc, 
16^6. 

yi. Elvira, or I'he IVorff not always true; a 
Tragi-C6medy , written by a Pcrfon of Quality, 
1667. The Lord D/gby was fuppos'd to be the Au- 
thor of this Play. 

VII. The Englifli Princefs, or T%e Death 0/ Richard 
III ,• a Tragedy, 1573. This Play was afcrib'd to 
Jilt. John Carlel. The Plot from HJlJngshead, Speedy 
Baler, &c. 

VIII. T%e Emprefs of Morocco ; a Farce, afted 
by his Majefty s Servants, 1674, faid to be writ by 
Mr. 7hc. Duj^t't. 

IX. Edward III, tw/A the Fall «/ Mortimer,* 
Earl of March ; an hiftorical Play, a&ed at the 
Theatre Royal, 1690. Dedicated to Henry Lord 
VifcoLint Sidney. Plot from the EugUJh Chronicles, 
and a Novel tranflated from the Renchy calKd, T'he 
Couuef of Salisbury. 



VtkiiiJVrinmby Awmymm 

X. Enough^fOdgoodasaFeaff; a Comedy. 

XI. ^n Evening Adventure^ or A Night's Intrigue {^ 
a Comedy, from the Spanijb. ' .. ^ 

XII. Ernelinda; an Opera, performM at the * 
Theatre in the Hnjmarhet. 

XIII. E TEAR CO r an Opera, performed at the 
Theatre in the Haymarket. 

XI V. E M I L 1 A ; a Tragedy, i tf 72. Dedicated ' 

to the only Few The Author in his Dedication . 

confcfles that he has taken the Hint of the Plot 
from La Conjlanxui di Rofamondo of Anrelio Aureli. 



I. rr\HE Fair Maid of BrUlol; a Comedy, aftcd 

I before the King and Queen at Hamfton^ 

CotiTt 1605. ^ 

II. fW/VEM the Millers Daughter of Mancheflcr,' 
vsith tloe Drue of * Wi l l i a m r A^ Conquer er ; a Comedy,' 
afted by the Lord Strange's Servants, 1611. . 

III. T'he Falfe Favourite Difgracd^ and t/je Reward 
of Loyalty ; a Tragi-Comedy, 1657. This Play wa$ 
never afted. 

IV. 7%e Feign d Aflrohger ; a Comedy, tranflatcd 
from the Fivjch of Cormffe^ 1668. The Plot from 
Calderons El Ejlrologo fingido. 

V. F L o R a'/ Vagaries ; a Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal, 1670. This Play i^ afcrib'd to 
Mr. Rhodes. Plot from Boccace's Novels, D. 3. A/1 3. 

VI. T7)e Fatal Jealoufy ; a Tragedy, aclcd ar the 
Duke of Tork's Theatre, 1(^7?. Plot frora J^ktnnes 
Gigas*s Poftillsy TheatreofCcd's Judgwents^UnJurtunate 
Lovers, &c. 

X 4 VIL 
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VIL T%e French Conjurer; a Comedy, afted at 
the Duke's Theatre, 1678. Plot from the Stories of 
Dorido and Clmdia, and the Merchant of Sevil^ in 
the Romance of Guzman. This Play has the Let- 
ters, T. P. 

Vlll. 7i^ i5iff/wx Cf/iVcfif, or 7ii^ Melancholy Vifi- 
oner; a Comedy, afted at the Duke of Tork's Thea- 
tre, i68y. 
XIX. TAf Folly cf Prieftcrafii a Comedy, 1690. 
Mr. Latigbain tells us, that this is an excellent Piece 
of Satire. 

X. T^e Fiury Queen \ an Opera, prefcnted at the 
Qiieen's Theatre, 1691. This is borrowed from 
Shaheffears Midfummer Night* s Dream. 

XI. F u L c I u s and Lucrelle. 

XII. Free IViB; a Tragedy. Tranflated from 
the Italian by one H. C. 

XIII. Tihe Faithful Shepherd; a Dramatick Paftoral. 
Plot from Guarint's Paftor Fido. 

XIV. T'he Fatal Difcovery, or Love in Ruins ; a 
Tragedy, aftcd at the Theatre Royal, 169S. It 
fcems to be taken from the Hint of the old Story of 
OEdipus. 

^ XV. Tlie F^fiionable Lovers^ or Wit in Necejjlty ; a 
Comedy. 

>^XV1. Feign d Friendjbip, or Th Mad Reformer ; a 
Comedy. 

>< XVII. 7%e Female Pf^ts^ or Tlie Triumvirate of Poets 
at Rehearfal; a Comedy, having in the Title Page 
the Letters IV. M. 

X VIIL the Ftckle Shepheriefs ; afted at the TYiczr 
tx€ in Lincolns-Inn-Ftelds by his Ma jelly's Servants; 
play'd all by Women. Dedicated to the Lady 
Cower. 

-XIX. 7%e Faithful General. 

XX. the Fall of Tarquin; printed at York. Writ- 
ten by Mr. IViBiam Hum CoUeftor of the Excife. 
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G. 

L /^ U T Earl cf Warwick ; a Tragedy, having 
Vjr prcfix'd to it the Letters B. J. 
IL llhe Ghoff, or 7%e JVomm wars tie Breeches ; a 

Comedy, 1640. 

III. Gammer G u R t o n'/ Needle ; a Q>medy, aded 
at Chrifl's College^ Cambridge. Writ by Mr. S. Ma^ 
iter of Arts. 

IV. Grim the Collier of Croydon, or 7%e Devil 
and his Dame^ uith t/je Devil and St. Dunflan ; a Co* 
mcdy, 1606. Plot from Machiavel's Marriage of 
BelPhegor, a Novel. This Play has to it the Letters. 

V. The Gentle Crafty or Sljoemake/t Holiday. 
VI* T^l^ GeneroHS Cully ;. a Comedy. 

^VII. T'he General Ca/hier'd. 

VIII. The Generous Choice. 

IX. &V Giles Goose-Cap; aAed at the pri« 
vate Houfe in Salisbury-Court^ with great Applau(e» 
16^6. Dedicated to Richard Toungy Efq; 

X. &> Giddy Whim, or 7%e unlucky Amour i 
a Comedy. 
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H. 

HiST'RldMAStRIX.otThePlayer IVhift ; ^ 
aComcdyi i6io. 
IL T'he HoneR Lawyer j a Q)mcdy, aftcd by the 
Queen's Servants^ i6i6. This Play has the Letters 
S.S. 

IlL H B N R Y V, v)iih the Battle of Agin-Court ; • 
an Hiftorical Play, afted by the King's Servants,- 
161 7- Plot from the Enghp) Chronicles. 

IV. Htni) to chufe a Good IVtfe fiotn a Bad cite ; afted 
by the Earl of JVorceJle/s Servants, 1^34. The 
Foundation of this Play is taken from Cymhio Geraldi^ 
a Novel. 

V. The HeShfy or 7^f Falfe Challenge ; a G)mcdy, 
I (5yd. Mr. Liwgbain gives this Play a very good Cha- 
rafter. 

VL HdFs HighCourtof Juftice^ or T'he T^ryalofthe 
Politick Ghofts (viz.) Oliver Cronmeff, the King of 
Sweden^ and Cardinal MaxJirine; a Tragedy, 1661 i 
This Play has m the Title Page the Letters J. D. 

VII. Huntingdon V Divertifeinent ; an Inter- 
lude, for the Entertainment of the County Feaft held* 
at Merchant'Tayhrs-Hall^ 167S. This Piece has the 
Letters IV. N. 

VIII. Hoffman'/ Tragedy^ or Revenge for a Fa" 
ther I afted at the Phoenix in Drtiry-Lane^ with great 
Applaufe. 

IX. Hydaspes; an Opera, prefcnted at the 
Theatre in the Ilapnarket. 

X. Hercules Oetus; a Tragedy, from 5f- 
9feca. by Mr. 7. StndUy. 

XT 
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. XI. 7%f/&»^»f Wales; aMcf^jue, fuppofedco 
be writ by JB. Johnfon, 

XII. Hob, or the Country IVahi a Farce, hy 
Mr. CiblKr. .Taken from Mr. Dogg^*s Play of the 
fame Name. . 



■ ■ J. "■■■ 

I. T ^ Af £ •y I V ; an Hiftorical Play, this Sto^ 
J ry is founded on a King of Scotland of thae 
Name. 

II. Jack Stk a vy^s Life and Deatb^ '593* For 
the Plot, fee the Englijh C&ronicles in the Reign of 
King Richard II. 

/ 111. JcRONYMO^ or The Spanifli Tragedy^ vnth 
th Wars of Portugal, i tfoj. This Play contains the 
Life and Death of Don Andrea. 
• IV. Jeronymo U Mad again^ or T^^Spanifh 
'tragedy^ Part II ; containing the lamentable End of Don 
Horatio and Bellimpcrin, with the Death of Jcronymcf^ 
1623. This Play was afiad with Applaufc. 

V. Jack Drum*/ Entertainment^ or I'he Comedy 
of VKSQjJit and Catharine; afted by the 
Children o( St. Pauls^i 6 16. Part of this Play is taken 
from Argalm and Parthenia. • 

VI. The J (/vial Crew^ or ih Devil turnd Ranter; 
an Interlude, 1651. ^ 

VIL Ignoramus; a Comedy, often afted with 
Applaufe before King Jajnesl^ i66z. This Play 
was originally writ in Latin^ and tranflated by R.G. 

VIII. St. J o H N the Evangelifl ; a Dramatick Piece. 

IX. Jacob and Esau; an Interlude^ founded 
on Scripture. 

X. 



f 
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X 7%e Jhterlude of Trnth ; an old inllruftivc Piece 
.nvrittcn in Vcrfc. 

XI. Jhifatiefit Pwerty ; a Comedy. 

XII. Jack Juggler; a Comedy. 

XIII. Joseph*/ AffliEiions. 

AXI V. Injur d Drve^ or T%e Ladys SatisfaElion ; a 
Comedy, adcd at the Theatre in Uncalns-IrofFtelds. 
XV. The Imfofture Defeated^ or A Trick to Cheat 
iheDe%il } a Comedy* 
X VL The Juror j a Farce, 1717. Never afted. 
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K. 

L A Knack fjow to know a Knave; a Comedy,' 
JTx IJP4. The ferious Part of this Play is 

taken from the Story of King Edgar, Ethelwald and 

Aifreda. Sec IValJinghamy Malmesbury, Stow, &C. 
IL A Knack to know an Honefi Man ; a Comedyt 

feveral times aded, 1^96. 

III. Tl)e Knave in Grain New Vampt ; a Comedy, 
afted at the Ejrtune with Applaufe, 1 640. 

IV. Knavery in all Trades, or The Coffee-Houfe ; a 
Comedy, afted by Apprentices of London in the 
Cbriftmas Holydays, 166^. 

V. The King and Queens Entertainment at Richmond, 
after their DepartUYefrdm Oxford ; a Mafque, prefented 
by the moft Illuftrious Prince Charles. Dedicated to 
her Msjefty. 

VI. i:i)7^ Edgar /7////Alfreda; anHiftorical 
Play. The Story from the Englijh Chronicles. 

L. L 
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L T 00 k about ym; a Comedy^ aftcd by the 
* I i Lord High Admiral's Servants, x 600. This 
is a diverting Play ; it is partly founded on Btilifi 
Hiflorjr, viz.. the Chronicles of Baker, Sfeed, ficc. in 
the Reign of King Henry II. 

II. 7he Loff Princefs j a Tragedy. Written by the 
late Lord Blejjtngton. 

III. LuMXNALiAj or l%e Rflival of Light; a 
Mafqiie, prcfcnted at Court on Shrme Tuefday Night, 
idj 7. Mr. Inigo Jones afliftcd in it. 

IV. Tlx Levellers Levelled, or TChe hdefendants Ccn^ 
/piracy to rout out Monarchy ; an Interlude, 1^47. This 

Piece'is Dedicated to King Charlesll. 

V. The Lady Alimony, or 7%e Alimony Lady g 
aftcd with Applaufe, 16$ 9. 

VL London Chanticleers} a Comedy, frequently 
a&ed, 16$ 9. 

VII. Love Al-a-mode ; a Comedy, afted at Middle^ 
y^x^Houfe, 1 65 J. This Play was writ by a Perfon 
of Honour, aud afted with Applaufe. 

•t VIII. The Refolutiony or llje Happy Change ; a Tra- 
gi-Comedy, afted throughout the£i;^//;ft Dominions, 
1688. Written by a Perfon of Quality. 

IX. 7he Laws if Nature ; a Comedy. 

X. Lingua, or 7%e Combat of the Tongue and Five 
Senfesfor Liberality; a diverting Comedy. Mr. Win-, 
Jianly tells us, that Oliver CromweB afted the Part of 

. LaclHi in this Play, at Cambridge, which firftinfpir*d 
him with Ambition. 

. A XL Lh 
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XL Liieraliiy and Predignlity ; a Comedy. 
. XII, Jjrve^s hoadjlwe I a Comedy. . « 

XIII. the Loff Ladj ; a Tragi-Comedy. By Sir 
WiUiajn Barcley. 

XIV. 7'he Lunatick i a Comedy, afted at the 
Theatre Royal. 

XV. Love u^ithout hterefl ; a Cbmedy. 

XVI. Loves a Lottery ; a Comedy. ''.",. 

XVII. T'he Lucky Prodigal^ pr Wit at a Pinch ; a 
parce of two Afts, afted at the Theatre in Lincclns^ 
fiin-Fields^ 171^. 

XVIII. L u c I u s V E R u s ; an Opera. Perform'd 
jit the Theatre in the Haymarket. ' ; 

XIX Lorve in a IVood, or 7%e Country ^Squire ; a 
Farce. By G. J. Never afted. This Piece was 
composed in three or four Days, and before the Au- 
thor was any ways acquainted with the Stage, or 
Poetical Writings. 

. This Gentleman has a Play ready for the Stage,, 
cntitufd, 77je Soldier's Laft Stake ; a Comedy. He 
is Son of a confiderable Malfter oi Romfey^ in the 
County of Southampton^ at which Place he was born 
Aimo 16S6. His Mother is of the Family of the 
'Thoruburgh's in IVtlts^ one whereof was Bifliop of 
jVorceftery in the Reign of King Charles I, and two 
of them attended the Royal Exile. He .was bred 
to the Law under a very eminent Attorney; and 
has fince been Steward and Secretary to the Ho- 
nourable William Blathwayt^ Efq; a celebrated Cour- 
tier in the Reign of King Williain ; and who cnjoy'd 
great Preferments in the Sute in the late and pre- 
ient Reign. 
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I. TV /TASSIANELLO', or 7^ ReleBim of 
iVX Naples; a Tragedy, 16^1. Dedicated 
to JiAn Cafar^ "^q; Plot term the Lord Alexander 
Giuiffis Hiftory ot. Naples. Englifli'd by Mr. Howei, 
X650. Du J/erdier*s Hificire Univerfeffe, Sec. 

II. AMafque of FUrwers i ^rcknttd zt the Banquet^ 
ing-Houfe at WliHehaU^ by the Gentlemen of Grays-Jbm 
onTvxlfi/j'Ni^bt, i6^i. Dedicated to Siv EancU 
Bacon. * 

III. Mafquerade du Gel; a Mafque^ 1540. Dedi* 
cated to the Queen, By J. Si 

IV. Marcus Tullius Cicbko, his Tragedj^ 
I (55 1, This Play is writ in Imitation of Ben John- 

fins Cataline, but it is uncertain whether it was ever 
afted. The Story of this famous Orator, you may 
find in Plutarch's Life of Cicero^ Appian^ Dion^ &c. 

V. I'he Merry Devil of Edmonton ; a Comedy, 
often aftcd at the Globe on the BankrSide, 1 6$ y. Plot 
from Fuffe/s Church Hi ft. 

V\. Tloe Marriage Breaker^ or 7%e Pander; zCo* 
xnedy written by M. IV. M. A. 1662. Plot from 
the EngUJb Chronicles in the Reign oiSebert King of 
the Weft Saxons. 

Vn. MucEDORus and Amadok, witb the 
merry Conceits of Moufe ; a Comedy, afted at the 
Globe^ 1668, and afterwards prefented before the 
King at WlntehaO. Mucedorus was Son to the King 
of Valencia^ and Amadon was Daughter of the King 
of Aragon. This Play was fuppps'd to be writ by 
Shakefpear. 

♦ vm. 
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Vni. TTbe Morning Rflmbk^ or 7/jf Ttmt Humours ; 
a Comedy, aftcd at the Duke's Theatre, 1673. 

IX. The Male, or T%e Mdi/b Lovers ; a Comedy, 
afted by his Majcfty's Servants, 1674. Dedicated 
to IVtBiam IVhitcomb, Efq; This Play has in the 
Title Page the Letters J. D. 
AX.T'he Mock Duehn, or tlje French Valet i a 
Comedy, aded at the Theatre Royal, 1^75. This 
Play is fuppos'd to be writ by Mr. Peter Bellon, ha^ 
ving the Letters P. B. 

XI. T'he Mufe of New-Market, containing three 
Drolls, vhh. Tl^emerry Milkr Maids Aldington, or Tlse 
RamUing Gallants Defeated : 1^. Lew lofl in the Dark, or 
Tie Drunken Coufle : ^. Tl^e Politick If^jore, ovT^heCon-' 
eeited Cuckold ; aded Sit New Market, idSi. All 
ilolen from other Plays. 

XII. Mafter Tmlfulent, or T%e Melancholicks ; a Co- 
medy, aftcdat the Duke's Theatre, 1682. 

>XIIL Miflaken Beauty, or "fhe Lyar; a Comedy, 
afted at the Theatre Royal, 1 685 . This is a Tranf- 
lation from Comeille*s Menteur. 

XIV. Tlje Maniage of JVn and Science i an Inter- 
lude. 

XV. Manhood and H^fdom; a Play. 

X VI. Mercurius Britannicus^ or The Englifh Intelli* 
gencer ; a Tragi-Comedy. This Play reflcds upon 
fome of the Judges, and other Perfons, who advis'd 
King Charles I. to levy the Ship-Moncy. 

X\^I. Menoechntiis ; a Comedy. This is a Tranf- 
lation from Plautus, and has the Letters JV. IV. 

XVIII. Monjietir ^pPourceaucnac, or ^Squire 
Tkelooby; a Comedy of Three Afts. Performed 
b^' Subfcription at the Theatre in Lincolns-Jnn-Fields, 
by a felcft Company of Comedians from both Hou- 
fcs, 1704. It is a Tranflation from the French of 
Moliere. The Prologue by Dr. Garth. 

XIX- 
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XIX. M A N L I u s ; an Opera, V Perfonn'd at the 
thQatrcin the Hajmarkit* . j / ., ' 

\ XX. A Mafquc of the MiddJe-Jmfk. ' '\ ; " 

XXI. A Mafque made for my JLoxA Rocbefter^ 
/Valentikian, byMr.7ij/f. Printed in his Mif- 
cellanies. 



N. • 

I. ^/TEro'/ Tragedy. Mr. JL^ writ a Tragedy 

XAI on this Subjeft. For the Story, fee tS/fi»- 

nius in Vita Neroftis^ (7c. _ 

II. NegUEitd Virtue^ or T%e Unhappy drnqtierar } an 
Hifiorical Play, aded at the Theatre Royal. Dedi- 
cated to Sir ^^'/^/i Ay»/>A, Bart. • 

III. A New Cu/lom; an Interlude, IJ7J. This 
Play contains but Three Ads, and may be performed 
by Four Perfons. It was writ in Defence of the 
Reformation. * . 

IV. New- Market Fair, or Mrs. Partiament's New 
Vagaries i a Tragi-Comedy, in Two Parts, 154^. 
The Dcfign of thcfc Satyrical-Hays was to expofe 
the Rebels againft King Charles I. 

V. The Nice fVaitton i a Comedy. , 

VI. No Body and Some Body^ with the Hijlory of 
El YOUR E, who was three Times Croiim*d King of 
England ; afted by the Qiicen's Majelly's Servants. 
This Play is not divided into Ads. For the Story, 
confult our Engli^ Chronicles. 

VII. A New Trick to Cheat. the Devil i a Comedy, 
by R.b. 

y III. A Night's Inrigue; zVzxQc. , 

Y lX.The 
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. IX. 7%e New Athenian Cmedy ; containing the Po- 
liticks;: OEconomicks, Tafticks, Crypticks, Apoca- 
lypticks, Styrtick^, Sccpticks, Pncumaticks, Theolo* 
gicks, Pocticks, Mathcmaticks, Sophifticks, Pragma- 
ticks, Dogmaticks, cSrc. of that moll learned Society. 
Dedicated to Edward IVilfon, Efq; itfpj, by J. S. 
It is a low piece of Banter on the Athenian Society* 



o. 



"t ■.-.; . 



t :\:NQidPf^jifjX^^^ , 

jt\ XL Octavia; z Tragedy. Writ by 

JAx.Tlionias Nt4ce^.,y\ \ . 
. - IlL O R c V L A, or 7/;f F(ual Emnr ; a Tragedy, 
1658. Dedicated to the Lady Frances lVil^ooje% 
wit|i a Preface flicwing the true Nature of Poely, by 

;^ ly. Orlando :FvKloso, one.i>f the Twelve 
Peers of France, afted before the Qiiccn, 1 55^4. This 
l^lay is fi Tranflation from Aricfto. . . 
^. V« Orpheus and Eurydicb; a Mafque, pre-* 
tented at the Theatre Royal, 1717. . , 



'a^^^^£^Mi^\im^sm^ 



•: - p •• • ^ '^ 

I. T3 Hi t o T V s ; a Comedy, i6t6» "The Dcfign 
XT of this Play is to flicw the fatal Confcqucn- 
c:s of Marrying Yoiitb to Old Age. - 

11. Pa- 



II. Fathouachia^ or 7%eBattie of JfellmSf 

Jbadmd by a feign d Siege cf tlje City (f Pathopolis ; 

a Comedy, 1^3 o. * Dedicated to the Lord Hunfdorf 

This is only Ums Loadflone^ difguis*d under another 

Title, 

IIL The Pindar 0/ Wakefield; a Comedy, itfjj. 

IV. Ph IX LIS d/Scyros; a Dramatick Paftoral, 
itfjy. This is a Tranflation from the Italian oiGui-^ 
dnbaldo di Bonarelli. :: 

V. Tl)e Prince qf?KiCG*i Revets^ or "fhe PraEHces 
of that groitd Tljief Captain James Hind ; a Comedy. 
Both thcfc Pieces have in the Title Page the Letters^ 
J. 5. Gent. 

i|VI Prefumftuaus Love ; a Mafque, performed at' 
the Theatre inLincolm-Ltn-Fie/dt, in a Comedy catfd,* 
Every Body miftaken, (being an Alteration of Shake- 
fpcars Cvwedy of Errors) never printed* • ' ! 

. VII. T'/je Preibyterian Lapj^ iSr N o c m o F f'/ Maid 
xihifdi a Tragi-Comedy, r.ded in the great Room- 
at the P)e'Tavei7i at Aldgate^ by NoElroff xht Prieft, 
and fcvcral of his Parifliioncrs, 1661. 

VIII. Pi so'/ Coufpiracyi a Tragedy, aficdatthc 
Duke of York's Theatre, l6^6. This is only the 
Tragedy of Nero with a new Title. 

IX. P A u s A N I A s, tl}e Betrayer of his Country* A 
Tragedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 1696. De- 
dicated to Anthony Henley^ Efq; Mr. Sotnh*rn brOHght 
this Play on the Stage, and uiforms us in the Epillle 
JX'dicatory, that it was put into his Hands by a 
Perfon of Quality. • It is built on the Model of the' 
Ancients, and writ according to the Reformation of 
the French Stage. Mr. ILnhy wrorc the Epilogue, 
and Sir Samuel Garth has this excellent Couplet irt 
Commendation of this Play, - ' 
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• jind Britain, /ina Paufanias was fVriu 
JChcws Spanan yinue^ and Athenian Wit. 

Difpcnfaty. 

The Story of this Play may be found in Plutarch. ' 

X* Promus and Cassandra, in two Parts/ 
XI. Patient Grissel; a Comedy. Plot 
from Boccace's Novels. 
^ XII. "The Pedlar's Prophecy; a Comedy. 

XIII. Ih Promifes of God manifejied; sl Dramatick 
Piece. . 

AXIV. 7he Pilgrims^ or 7%e Nafpy Converts; a Tra* 
gedy. By fV. Harrifon a Pattin-Maker, but a Man 
of excellent Natural Parts. Never afted. 

XV. Tthe Patriot^ or 7^ Italian Con/piracy ; a Tra- 
gedy. '^ . ' 
•>>XVI. vAfPortfmouth/fw?//, ot Generous Refufal ; 
a Comedy. 

XVII. Pyrrhvs/v///Demetrivs; anOpera. 

XVIII. A Phanatick Play; prcfented by the Lord 
Ttictwood, Sir Henry Fane^ Lord Lambert^ &c. 

XIX. *The Perjuror ; a Farce, afted at the Thea- 
in Uncolm-InnrFields. Written by Mr. C. Bullock. 

*XX Tl:e Petticoat-Plotter ; a Farce of Two Afis. 
Performed at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane. By 
Mr. Hamilton, ijoi. 
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THE Qfieen, or TIjo Excellency of. her Sex ; a 
Tragi-Comedy, idyj. This Play was writ 
by a Perfbn of Honour, and is Dedicated to the La- 
dy Catharine Mohun. Part of the Plot from Bandel-: 
^os Novels, &c. 
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R. 

I. T'T^HE Royal MafqueaiUzmpton-Couvt^tdo^ 
X Pcrfotuccd by the Queen and her Ladies 
of Honour, 

11. The Return from Pamaflfus^ or A Scourge fir .Si- 
ntof^ i a Comedy^ afted by the Students o( St. John's 
College^ Cambridge^ 1606. This Play Ccnfurcs the 
Poets, and i% the Foundation of Dr. WWs Play, 
call'd, The Benefice. 

HI. The Rivals ; a Tragi-Comedy, afted by the 
Duke of Turk's ^ Servants, 1 66S. This Play was fup- 
pos'd to be writ by Sir U^illiam Davenant. 

IV. Tl)e Religious Rebel i a Tragi-Comedy, i6ji. 

K^. The Reformation ; a Comedy, afted at the Date 
of York's Theatre, 1^73. 

VI. 7/je Rjpveuge^ or A Match in Newgate ; a Co- 
medy, a£ccd at the Duke's Theatre, rtfSo. This is 
only Mr. Marftons Play calf d. The Dutch Courtezum 
Revivd. 

xVII. Rom eV Follies^ or Tlje Amorous Fryars ; a 
Comedy, adcd at a Pcrfon of Quality's Houle, i62i. 
Dedicated to Anthony Earl of Shaftsburj^ by N. N. 

•^VIIL Romulus and Hersilza, or Tlx Sa- 
bine IVar; a Tragedy, afted at the Duke of KrAs 
Theatre, 1 683. Plot from Ovid's Metamorfb. Lib. 14. 
Lri/ii Hifi. Lib. l. &c. 

IX. The Rampant Alde)'man^ or News from the Ex- 
change; a Farce, itfSj. This is ilolen from the 
Fine Companion^ and feveral other Plays. 

\X. T/je Rape^ or The Innocent Impoftors ; a Tragedy, 
adcd at the Theatre RoyaU 16S2. Dedicated to 

Y J the 
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the Right Honourable Chnr/es Earl of Dorfet and Mid^ 
dkfex. This Play was writ by a Divine, and intro- 
duced by Mr. iVWwiZ. 

XI. Robin Hood'/ Paflwal May^ames. 

XII. Robin Hdoo and bis Crew of Soldiers j zt\ 
Interlude. 

XIII. Robin Conscitnce. This is a Pra- 
matick Pialogue between Hvtin Coufdenc^^ his Father 
Ccietouf, his J^lother ^ewgtdfi^ and his Sidct Proud 
Beauty. ' , 

XI v. 'The Royal Voyage ^ or l7)e Irifli Expedition j Z, 
Tragi-Comcdy, i6po. ^ 

aX V. 7 he Rcvolur ; a Tragi-Comedy. 

\XVI. Ih Royal Cuckold, or Great Bajlard; a Tra- 
*gi Comedy, t ranlla ted from the Ccrw/?;/, idiy. De- 
dicated to the Right Honourable the Lord Rujfsl, 
Lord Hiph Adtuiral of England. This Play was 
tranflatcd by yU. Paul Vegeiius. Never afted. It 
is taken tioin a Book call'd, 7)je Secret Hjlory of 
Lewis XIV of J^rancc. 

' >^XVII. 'Thii Rcjiaiiration^ o\ Right ViiU taht Place \ a 
Tragi Corned), Injurioufly fathered upon the Duke 
of Buckiiigham. Never adtcd, 

^XVlIi. 7/v Rival Brothers ; a Tragedy. - 

\XIX. 'The Royal Flighty or The Conqtafl 0/ Ireland j 

aFarcc,i6po. The Title Page of this Piece plainly 

'fhews the Subject of it and the Scene i and the Au- 

•thor has drawn moft of his Charafters without any 

Difguife or Modefty. 

XX. RiNAiDOj an Opera, prefent(;d a? thp 
^TbCfltr? \n thf ffaymarket. 



■ I 



iiin ^ ' r ir — ■ — " ^' 



Plays JVritteft b^'AnonymoiuMTHoKi^ 3»Y. 




M 

I. OOtMION 

O This Play 



■ • O.-.-vVA'!'. 

,«« and Pehseda; aTraady/iw, 
i^ xmiPUy lays open Love$Confbncy, For- 
tune's Inconftancy, and Deaths Triumphs.. .It i^ 
not divided into A^s. . . . . ' • .■'■t\ ,'- 

II. S w E T N A M, tfje JJ^man-Hattr, arrwgn d by 
mmeni a Comedy, aacd by the^Quecns Servants 
ztthcRedBuff, »6io.. ThePlotfromanold|««|^ . 
Book, call'd, Ilftoria Je Amelia JfuheUa Hija del R0J 

III. r/je Spanifh Bawd, or C a m s t o /w/i M s- 
m?.A,rePrefiuted in aicftina; a Tragi-Comcdy. 
1638. Tilts Play is very long, originally writ iir 
SpLiJlH and done into E»&lijh by Don Diego PuedeM 
Is/aniard, who dedicated it, to Sir 7?^a,W^ 

Jon. Mr. Langbain tQlls us. it cxpofcs the Cunny- 
catchin|Bawds.^^^^ a Pifcatory Drama, or Pafto^- 
ral, aacd at Km£s College, Cambridge, i6p. For die 
Plot, fee OW/s Metamrfhfts, lib.^And 13. Otlan^ 
do Ftiriofo, lib. 11. &c. .„,^,o This Plav 

V The Sophiften a Comedy, itfsS. A "« my. 
was aacd at one of the Univcrlities; and has a Pro-, 

tog etokenbyA/em.^^^^ ^'^^ ^^^'^Tt^ttl?;: 

VI Salmacida Spoiia; a Mafquc, pre- 

fcnS b^thc Kiig and Qu«n at mitel,aV^ 16^9, 
Sk w2« Davenm writ Tiie Songs m this Mafque^ 
firlnigo yom contriv'd the Scenes, and Mr. R>cl,ardf, 

'^TS^'^Tl^l^fi^^^^^^^^ aTragi<:omedy,i.4o: 
Tirpiot and gl-at part of the Language is taken 
from Hiliodortti'sJEthiopitk Hijt. 
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Vni. Sicily md Naples, or 7be Fatal Union ; a 
Trigedv, id^o. Before this Play are feveral Copies 
of Veries writ by the Students ot Ox/W. The Au- 
thor was a Batchelor of Arts of Exeter-CoBege^ Oxen ; 
but he would nOt make hlmfclf known any farther 
than by the Letters S. H. ^ ^ 

XL T%e Scotiih Politick Presbyter^ SUin by an Eng- 
glifh Indtpendent^ or T'he Indiftnients VtHory over the 
Presbyterian Party^ ice. a Tragi-Comedy, 1^47. 

X. 77y Shoemake/s Hclyday^ or 7he Gentle-Craft ; 
uith the Humorous Life of Simon Eyre, Shcemaker and 
turd Mayor of London ; a Comedy, 16J7, Afted 
before the Queen by the Lord Admiral's Servants on 
New-Tear's-Day at Night. 

XL Ihe Subjeils Joy^ or 7%e King's Reftoration j a 
Mafque, 1660. Dedicated to General MonL 

XIL T'l^ Stef-Mother; a Tragi-Comedy, aftcd at. 
the Theatre in Uncolns-lntt-Fielis^ with great Ap- 
planfc, 1 5^4. 

^XIII. Saint C E c I L T, or ^The Commted Twins ; a 
Tragi-Comedy, tCdj. Dedicated to Queen Catha^ 
rine. The Plot from Eufebius^ Epifhanius, Baronius^ 
&c. This Play has prclix'd to the Title Page the • 
Letters £. M. 

XIV. Sir S p L o M K, or llie Cautious Coxcomb ; a 
Comedy, afted at the Duke of To>k's Theatre, itfyi.' 
This Play met with feme Enemies at firft, but not- 
vrithftandipg, it had good Succcfs in the Aftion. It 
is moflly a Tranflarioft from Alolicre, and is fuppos*d 
to be done by Mr. Carlel. 

XV. .^01 1 upcn Sporty KS73. ThiS is only a Col- 
leaion of Drolls taken from Plays by Mr. Kirhman, 
Zvo. 

XVIr 7he Siege of Conftantinople j a Tragedy, 
a&ed at the Duke of Turk's Theatre, l6^^. For 
the Plot, {Mt Hey tins Cojmography^ Pauhti Jovius, 
KnoLos Hji. &:t, 

XVII. 7h 



Plays Written by Anonjmous AvTHoiisi" 319 

XVII. T%e Siege md Surrender ef Mons ; . a Tragi; . 
Comedy, 1681. This Plav was never adtecL • v " 

X VIII. Susanna'/ 7^/rr/; a Play. . \ 
*<^IX. SheVemures^ mdHe ff^ns ; a Comedy, aAed 

at the Theatre in Uncolm-hn-Beldt^ i6%6. The 
Plot i% taken from The Fair Extravagam^ or The Hur 
mnYQus Bride, a Novel, writ by Mr. Oldis. 

gXX. The Stage Beau tofs^d in a Blanket ; ' a Co- 
medy. This is a Satyrical Piece againft Mr. Ccllier. 
Never dcfign'd for the Stage. Written by T. Brtmti 

XXI. The Siege of Troy ; afted at the Theatre 
Royal. 

XXII. SocRATBS Txiuntpbansi a Tragedy* 



■ -T. ■ ■ ■■ ^Z., 

I. ^TPIberxusClaudius Nero t a Tragedy* 
X containing his Tragical Life and Death/ 
For the Plot, fee Stietonius, Dion, TacitHs, &c. 

II. Tempb He/hr'd; a Mafque, prcfcnted at 
IVJiitehaB bjr the Queen and her tadies of Honour 
on Shrtrve-Tw^daj, l6ji. 

III. The True Trojans, or Fuimus Trees ; an Hiflo- 
rical Play, i<Sj j. This Play contains the Story of 
the Britaim Valour at the Romam firft luvalion, and 
was aftcd by the Gentlemen Students of Magdalen- 
College, Oxon. The Plot is taken from Lfiy, lib. 5. 
C>xfar Comment, lib. 4 and 5. 

IV. Tro ADEs; a Tragedy, 1660. This Play 
is taken from Seneca, and was fuppos'd to be done 
by Mr. •$*. Pordage^ it having the Letters S.P. 

V.TLt 
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- V* T%€ 7w0 Merry MilkrMaids^ or T%e befi IVardt 
near the Garland % a Comedy, aftcid by the Compa-^' 
ny of Revels before the King, with great Applaufe, 
1661. Part of this Play is taken from Boccace*s No- 
vels. It was writ by one 5^. C. ^ 
VI. Tunbridge-W^iSV, or A Day's Courtjhif ;^ a Co- 
medy, afted at the Duke of Turk's Theatre,* 1678. 
Mr. Rawlivs was thought to be the Author of this 

Plav. 

. Vll. A Traym to Himfelfy or Matis Heart it his 
greateff Enemy ; a Moral Interlude in Heroick Verfe, 
1678. , It was afted by School-Boys, having no \Vo^ 
mans Parts, and is writ after the manner of Plautms 
Captives. 
VIII* Troas; a Tragedy, tranflatcd from ^ir-, 

veca by 7- 7! ^ 

IX. T I M o L E o N, or Til)e Revolmion ; a Tragi- 
comedy, i6p7. The Comical Part is a Satire on 
mercenary Courtiers, who prefer Money to Merit. 
Story from Plutarch's Life of T^tnwleon, Cornelius Ne- 

fcsy &c. r 

>X. fhe Triumphs of Virtue; a Tragi-Conaedy, 
a&ed at the Theatre Royal, j(5p7. Part of this 
Play fcems to be borrow'd from Fletthe/s tVtt without 

Money. , , , ^ 

XI. Thersytes; an Interlude. 

XII. Tom Ty leh and his IVife; an Interlude. 
The Dcfign of this Play ii to Rcprcfent and Hum- 
ble a Shrew. The Plot refembles Mr. Poijfons Le 

SbtVeagi. \ ■ 

XIII. A Tryaiof Jreafure; a Play, 

XIV. A Tryat of Chivalry j a Play. 

XV. Tyrannical Governmtnt I a Tra edy. 

XVI. The Three Ladies of London. By jR. IV. 
WltThoiuyAlhy or 7?;^ London Maid; a Tra-* 

gcdy. Written by V. IV. Dedicated to ^Villiam 
Au/lin,TLici; Firtt printed 1613, reprinted 1662. 

XV" 



. XVIII. TnoMTKis Qiieen cfScythU; an Qt 
btra. * ' ■ : 

• XIX. THESBtJs; an Opera. Both performed 
at the Theatre in thcHajfnarket. 



.... y_. ,,,. . .^i-: 

I. rr^ HE Valinm Scot, 1^37. Dedicated to ^'/ijitrx 

X Marqucfs of Hamiltani by7- ^ • 
; : IL 7>e Valiant Welch A/zni, or The Dfe miValh 
ant Deedi of Charadoc Kmg of Cambria (now caTd 
Wales;) a Tragi-Comcdy, aftcd by the Prince's 
Servants, 1661 . Plot from 7aci:m*s Amuttsy Al/Itons 
Hift. of England, Sec. This Play is writ by R. A.. ^ • 
Gent. . 
^11. 7)v Unfortunate Vfnrferl^O, Tragedy/ i66jf. 
Dedicated to Mr. Edward UmfuvilU. The Story is 
that of Andronicm Cojmnenms in Lemdavius, Barmus^ 
&c. 

IV. *fl)e IJiifcrtmate Favourite; a Tragedy^* writ 
by a Pcrfon of Honour, 16(54. This Play was never 
afted. The Scene is laid in Naples ; and for the 
gtory, fee Cukciaydm, Pontanm^ &c. ^ 

V. TJfe Unfowinjie Mutber ; a Tragedy, afted at ^ 
the Theatre in Uncolm-Ltn-Iuelds, i6p9. This Play^*^^'*'^ 
was writ by a young Lady j and the Scene of Adion 

is in the Kingdom of Siam. Some Incidents arc 
\>ovtQwd from il'W^ s Princcfs of Per/a. 
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W. 

L 'Tn/TJS »?/o/ alVomani a Comedy, 1^04* 

X H' ^ IVamhtg finr Fair fVomen ; a Trage- 
dy, adlcd ill tlie Reign of Queen Elizabeth, by the 
Lord Chamberlain's Servants. It contains the Tra^ 
gical Murthcr o( Mr. George Saunders. 

III. T^nWeakefl goes to the IValh, a Comedy, aftcd 
by the Lord Chamberlain's Servants, itfiS. 

IV. Tlie lVoYld*s /A)/, orPtUTus,- a Comedy, 
tranllated from Ariftophanes, 1^50, by H. B. 

V. H^me^ Beer, Ale and Tobacco, contending for Sufe^ 
riority ; an Interlude, 1658. 

VI. T%e IVttty Combat, or T7je Female J/iHor; a 
Tragi-Comedy, i66j. This Play was adled by fe- 
vcral Perfons of Qiiality. Plot from the German 
Princefs, a Novel. 

♦VII. M^oman tunid Bully; a Comedy,. afted at 
the Duke of Tork's Theatre, itfyy. 

VIU. IVm fjer and Take Iyer, or Old Fools will be 
Medling; a Comedy, afted at the Theatre Royal, 
1691. Dedicated to the Earl o(Diinby by lAr. Underbill. 

IX. IVily Beguifd; a Comedy. The chief Cha- 
rafters arc a poor Scholar, a rich Fool, and a Knave. 

X. IPialth and Health; a Comedy. 
XL VVenceslaus; an Opera* 



"yfEiMANF, or 7/'tf Corinthian jQ.w^w; aTnigcdy* 
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Addenda & Corrigenda:. 

Mr. John Corey/. ;^. j 

A GENTLEMAN, dcfccndedfrom^man* 
cicnt Family in Cornwall: He was born ar^ 
Barnftapk in Devonjbire^ dcfign'd for the Law, and 
was fome time of New-Im.* He is a good Play^ 
cr of about 18 Years /landing. The two following 
Plays appear under his Name, viz. 

I. T'he Metamorfhojts. This is an Altenition jOD 
an old Play call'd, AWumax^ar. ■ 

II. A Cure for Jeahufj; a Comedy, afted at the • 
Theatre Royal, 170^. It was not this Gentleman,; 
but another of the fame Name, who- writ llx Gene- 
tons Enemies^ before mentioned; • - 

Omitted in Mr. D u r f e yV Account* 

... 

g ATH, or 7*f IVeJlemLafsi a. Comedy. •. '• 



Omitted in my Lmd LausdownV Accotmu 

PEtEws 4»i Thetis; a Mafoue, performU- 
m 7/;f Jew 0/ Venice. '• ' . ' 

Omitted in Mr. M i d d l e t o n.V Accotmt, 
JX Game at Chefs i aCcmcdy. 



433 'Addenda f^ Cortigenda. 

Omitted, in^Mr-.^ M o t^-^.e .tj •x'/ 
'•' '••:..'' ' Accomi, ^'''-■- *•••'*■'• 

L A Ci8 iK^ GAiATEA;'a Mafqne.' 
X\ II. Lffve Dragoon dt a Far^e, r . . , ,. 

Omitted in /the ^tike of N e w-;' 
ChtiTLjCs jiccomt. ' ..,1 

TH E Variety ; a Tragedy. . i 

. .. :• . •■.•,•,: . - , ■ ■.. Jv 

Mr, OzE tiLiV ^ V 

THIS Gentleman has lately Tranflatcd a F<m//, 
Farce of Three Afts, written' by Monfie'iir 
Bmrfaukt call'd, Z^ i5»/)/ </e i>, Geifuahn or, TA^ F/z/V^j 
o/^r. Germain. This Piece of fiuftooiiry was aitcd 
(by a Company of Scrollers from Robnu) at the Tbea-' 
trc in Liacolnylm-Ftslds on Friday^ Nov» 7, 1718. ^ 

Sir ToHN Vanbrugh. ' ' 

•^ ■• , •■ . . • -.•-•r 

THIS Gentlcinah alter'd the Pilgrim of Behn^ 
mom and Fkuher^ wherein is a Mafque, by* 
'^Ix.Drydea. . , ♦ 

. . . .'i .. .■ • '» 
The 






The Interments of fome Authors 
mention d in thts Work, zoere 
lately communicated to me by Mr. 
Bo M A N, and are asfoHoWy viz, 

MR. yofeph Hajnet^ and Mr. lUchard Eficoutt^ 
He Int<!rrfed in the Parifh Church of St. Pout 
Covent-Garden, 

Mr. Nathaniel Lte^ Mr. IVtUiam Mountfwt^ and 
Mrs. Mtiry PiXf lie Interred in the Pariflj Church of . 
St, CUmettt Dams. . ,.. ' 

'■ '■ Mr. George Farfuhar wa$ Interred at StMania't 
in tl)e Fields. 

Mr. John Crcwu was Interred at Sc. Giles's in tie 
Field*. 

Ur.John Banks was Interred at 3t. James's fVr/l- 
minfter. 

i Sir Rodert ITovmffvfzs Intertc<i,at ^W in jStn^ 

Mr. 7%mas JevoH was Interred at Hampfiead, 
where, on a Tomb-Stone in the Quirch-Yard, is the 
following Infcription ; ^ 

Hire lieth tl» Body of Mr. Thomas Jevon, 
W&o died the ao/A Day of December, 
/« tl)e Tear of our Lord t6%Z. 
' ^ged i6 Years. 

FINIS. 
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v. . JE. R R A t A. 

Viffff 3f • lAm 4h itii M^ 'til fff ported that lie Yiid fomc Afflilmee l« ft 
'^ boAkii Fatton aa^ Mr. Mmmvjtfinf^. fs^. jf. /. ji. /vr KngliAif nmd 
French. l*g> no. /. a*, r. KichsrA it GratuvilU dcfccnded from the Second 
Sos of the uid Diike, d^r. ^j^. a«7* I. i* /or Gomfdyi r. Tragedy, •«#. 
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Achilles 

Aci^t and Galatea 
Acoliftus 
A(f at Oxford 
AStcon and Diana 51 

A'ietphi, from Terence 1 8 
A^raila» vr the Wonians Spleen 

Advetitttres at Madrid * 504 
Adventures of fi^e Hours z6l 
Adventures of half an Hottr 285 
Affected Ladies . 29} 

Agamemnon . 30; 

Aglaura 25) 

Agnus de Caftro z6o 

Agrippa, Kiitg of A!b» 5tf 
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Alarbas 

Alarm for London 
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Albovrin, King </#i&f Lombards 
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Alchymift ij^^ 
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Alexander r^S 
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Alexandriin ^tragedy 
All Fools 
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JUfor Money api 

AU Afifiaien 14} 

Air s Loft ly JJifi 214 

At^s K'iU that ittis ivell 250 
Almahide ^05 

Almyna ibid* 

Alplionfus EmfererifCetmany 

Alpfionfus, Xjvg €f Arragon 

Alpbohfo, IDngef Naples 205 

Altemira ;o5 

Ainadis ibid. 

Amazon Qiiten 270 

Amhltiout Slave 222 

AmlUhtis State/man 5;; 

Amhit'toitt StepmotUr 212 

Amboyna 79 

Amends for 'Ladies 1 oo 

Atnoroits Bii>ot 225 

Amorous GalLtnt / 504 

A}HOrOHS Mifer J 05 

. Amercsis old Woman ^04 

Amorous Oronccs ibid. 

Amorous Thantafm \6^ 

Amor^HiS Prhue ' . 15 

' Amorous Qif.irret '292 

Amorous War 167 

Af^jorati Wido'jj ' ' 20 
Amphytrion, /r<?w Plautus 287 

Amphytrion, pr r£»# /w* &i*i »*/ 

Amynta j5, 30; 

' Amynta.< 112, 197 

Amynus,<>r tlchnfoJfiLle Dozvry 
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* AfiJtomiJlf or tie SbamDoR:r 

A nd rea» from Terence i S 
Aiidroxiu^he 53 



Andromana ;o; 

Androriiciis ibid* 

Andfonicus Ommeniut . 274 
Anthony and Cleopatra 2 } 1 » 
242 
Sir Anthony Love 24<( 

Antigone - 17S 

Mntiwbus the Great 301 

Autipodes * » 24 

Autiquaty ' '175 

Antonius 201 

Antonio and Melida 1 7 ) 

><A7 f/'/w.fr /(>r ^ J^iict Life I S^ 
Apocryphal Ladies 1 9 1 

Apollo Aifi Daphne 305 

Apollo Shrovipjg 30^ 

'rdpparition " 305 

Appius 4ii</ Virginia ^8, 270 
Arcadia 240 

ArJeno/ Fevcrniam 304 

Argnlus aud Parthenia 1 1 7 
Anadne ;o4 

Ariftippus, er the Jewal PLi- 
lojopher 208 

Ariftomenes 275 

' Arminius an Opera 
Arr.ii/rnment of Paris joi 

Arlinoe, j^eenof Cyrtl$| ibid. 
Artful Husband 257 

Artful Wife ibid. 

Artliu© joo 

Arviragus and Philida 28 
As you Jtud it ^505 

As you like it 230 

AJfifruationt or Love in a Gun- 
nery 1 1 
Aftrea 271 
Atheijl 196 
Atheijf's Tragedy 261 | 
Aurcngiebe 79 
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B. _ 

All *^9 
B/wirf, FftfanJ Cliff io6 

Banditti 9^ 

Bantfi/d Viik0 50^ 

Sir Darniby Whig 89 

Bartholomew-F^ir I49 

Bapfttl Lovft *^l 

Baffet-tahU 35 

Bith, or //-»# W')?/?;! tafs 535 
Btf/z/tf <»f Alcaiir ^.Q'^ 

B*rfi/tf u*/ ScJgmoof ibiJ. 

Beau Defeat td H 

Btau Merchant 3^^ 

B**iii*i Stratagem 99 

Beauty the Cofi4fuef^ 24- 

JBMI//X i/» Diy/rf/i 1S6 

Btatity's ^rUtnifb 8? 

B^f"rj?-ir'i B///b . 104 

BcilinCampo 191 

bclLimira S4i 

Bellimira'j Dr^/inf/ 1 5^ 

Belphegor 2.74 

B^w«'/f^ ' . •*7i 

BickerftafF'i Bir^^itj 34 

Bird In a Cape ^ 241 

Birt/;</ Merlin .., 214 

B/>r ai3 

Blavnp World 19^ 

B/i/;<< B^!r(rjr of Alexandria 37 
B/iii<f Bc^^ar of Bediul^Creen 

64 
B/W L^^;r 14} 

B/Wy Baftquet ^06 

Blood) brother 104 



P4ir^ 

Bloody Dftie $06 

blutU Mr. Cottjlahh . iSl. 
Boadicia 14^ 

Bold Stroke for a Wife . . 54 
Bondman . ., » 17^ 

Bonduca io4 

Btaggadoch .♦ - 3^^ 

Brazen Age , « l^J 

Brenoralc . . 2J4 

Br/Ui/i ^ .^ 19a, 

Br/i/tf /S8 

DritannicDf 19^ 

Bricinnia Triiimpliaiif > 61 
Brltifh Enchanters 124 

Broken Heart HO 

Brothers j . 24^ 

Brutus </ Alba 255 

Brutus of Alba, •r AngV*"*'^ 
"triumph 20J 

Bury-Ftfir 225 

Bufs'Body , H 

Bufly D Amboyt 37 

Bufly D* AmhoY%*s Reifsnge %6 
Bully D' Amboys*! ^rif^«(r 9<^ 
By coi// Conffiracy and Trag. J 5 
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r^celum Britannicum 
^ Cxfar Borgia 
CxEir and Pompey 
Caefar'i Re'uengc 
Caius Marius 
Califto 



161 

303 
196 
55 



Caligula, B/wJrt'ortff Rome 55 
Calypfu <Yi7tf/ Tclemachti^ 145 
Cimbyfes, jT, of Perfia 20^,22 1 
Cimilla 308 

Campaigners 9* 

Ca nterbury Guefs 210 

Captain 104 
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Caret ef Lovi 
CAttUfi Husband 
Cartltfs L&veti » 
CAtehfs Shepherds 
Carehft Sheplerdefi 
Carnival 
Cafe is altered 
CaflfjnJMt an Opera 
Catiline'/ Con/piracy 1 44 

Cato J 

Catoi»f Utica "199 

Chnbot» Admiral efVttnct 259 
Chattenj^e At Tilt Ml 

€ktUen(re for Beanty 136 

Chances |04t 265 

Changes 238 

Cbanjrlinf * 182 

Chulcsl. XiVi^ if England 307 
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